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bank notcs, which could be casl-red ilt any b:lnk in rl-re colony of Western Ar-rstrelia.
The tinrber blocks he expor:tecl were used to pave the roads of Lolcjon alci
Melbourne. His firm was rhe conrr:rcror ibr che rebuilcling of princes 13riclge
in Melbc'urne, the Cape Leenwin lightholrse ancl the reillvev fiorn Aclelaide rcr
Melbor-rrlle. He :rcc1r-rirecl laree pastoral holdings in the district of I{:rtal1inq lnd,
in 188 1, exp:rncled his holclir-rgs to the Kinrberlev resion in the norrhwesr of
thc, olortr.

On 24 M:rrcl'r 1858 ;tt the age of twenty-three, l):rvies hacl r-narriecl S:rrrrh
Salom. Their children wcre Lc:rr.na'I{obert'Jud"rh (1 Mry 1g59) , Esther IJar-uuh,
wl-ro dietl at the;r,se of six months in Aclelarde on I lJune l86L.Krrther:rne (Levr),
(B Nta;, 186'l), Herbert (21 June 1865), walrer David 'l{;rr:r:i' (1"lJune 1g67), Artl-rur
Louis (6 December 18(;9), Mirian'r Florence (27 September 1g72), philip Vivian
(22 February 187'{), and Frank Ben;amin (g Marcli 1g75). Notable amons his
children r'vas 'I{arri' Davrs, who setrled ir-r N:rtal province in Soi_rth Atrica and
became a (Britisir) hero in the Boer War. He was capturecl :rt the sicge of Mafi:king,
and later r:efused :i knighthood ancl the Victoria Cross on the glouncls that he r,vas
simply'doing his dr-rty'.

M. c. D:rvies died at his home on St George 'Terrace, pertl-r.'westerr-i Austr:rlia,
on 10 Mey 1913 :rt the age of seventy-seven. His sister was Dinah Tirrrakover of
Sydne-v.

B F Hrrnlirrs. '\'larrrit Coletn,trt Dnt'ics of'K,trrirltlc trtl Livtrrn,{,t, pit)nkr Br!il(lu tttl p,r:torrtlt:t
'M C. Drvrcs-Tr'ber Tr,'coon , Lartdst,rpa, vor. f. no. I (r967), pp. 1ii)-r5; Mrtcrirl htrcl bv
Mu.t rr,r' (W\,

DAVIES, Michael fchn (DAVIS)
b. London, t788-t873
Florentia (z), r83o; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, l(ent euarter Sessions, rg3o.
Married; Attorney's clerl<; Height: r64.5 cm; g children.

Rttddy ;1tv11plgsiotr. Dtt'k brotun ttt gte1, ltai.r (ttrlrl'1. Hd:el gre1, cles. X[ole ou ri.qltt tlr.t:ak. Snr,tll st,tr
on rigltl side Ltt''-fttrchead. Literate. *-lirlntcl Dat,ics nas tlte son ,rl'Isnac Dauis, ruttl 4t ft.t.tetlt))-ttn) lwj
ntarried HLuutdlt (rtlc Ben.jant.i.rt) (t1.u.). Ht u.,orktd itt a Lau),u)'s ttffitc iu Fcnthr.rrtlt Strcet, Lortdrrn.
He tttcts sett.tentcd or J,laidstont on 15 _[tly 1830 to jd1.,c/1 )/r,lrj tt.an.:])t)tttlfit)n-fitr olttttinirtq.qootls
under.falsc l t'(l('tl(cs Ht' tpns thc ,fatlrcr ttf Arrrt (1810), ulto marritd Tlt()ntos'Jt)p('\J ,t.lrtritr:rr:r t.tt
C.oucnr cnnlttt,Joltrt (,1.t,.) (tslJ), Etlt.r,ttrd (Da,is, 11.u.) (lgl1), Fmrtras (lgJ0), Dar.,itt (q.u.)
(1823), Ceoi.qc Lorri-t Asht,r (q.rt.) (l8J'l),-/anc arttl Sr.rpltia.

Michrel John Davies arrivecl in Ner,v Solrtl'r 'W'ales on l5 Decenrbcr 1,330 ;rncl
workecl ;ts an lssignecl servant to M' I{ichard Srnith in SycLrcv until he 'nris-
bel-ravecl'anc-l lvas sent to the Pllocli.r: hulk" He wils llnong fiftv-nine'invalicls ancl
idiots'sent or.t to Port Macquarie ir-L 1832, though D:rvics 

"-i clescribetl :rs'e speci:rl'.

l31.l,t9t_t;
thc Augustl
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r80 DAVIES, Michael John (DAVIS)

He rv:rs rtrovccl to lrort Mrcqr-tarie atlcl so<lli set Lrp in btrsiuess lirl hinlself-' His

rvife, I{erurah l):rvies, arl.l fbur of their chilclrerr cillrte oLlt lroni Erlglarld in 1'332

ancl were lblc to .Join hiilr at Port M:rccluarie. Their son l)avlc1 died there irl 183(r'

IJyl8313Davreslraclbegr-rrltc,br-rylariclatPortMlctltllrieall(.lNewcastle.l_Ie
1e1d a pr-rLrlica''s lice'ce ]t C.,rrabelh iti t6e District of Liverpool Pl:ri's' a'cl

.pfU"a'ro.:r publica''s lice'ce i' Syd'ey' The Sycliey licerrce' for thc Fa'rily

Hotel in George Street, was gralted in 1839 arlcl u'as tr''rtisibrred tcl a hor-tse i1 l)itt

Streer rvhe' his le:ise .*pi..?. A daughter of Michael Johr-r l)avies a*d Haur-r:rir

cliecl op 16June 1839 anrl was br,rriedin the Devotlshire StreetJervish Cenretery'

Section D.

l)avies rloved to Newcastle and established a retail store at the cor-uer of watt

nr.rd Scott streets. He'bought' rbe victorid,a stealller, with a prollrissory tlote urorth

1ls,^r-rrli' Dece.rbe, is+o was fi'ed wheu l)avies hit the owrer of the shrp

rvhen it was repossessed. Davies was in col]stant trouble-a great clea1 of rvhich was

se1f,i'flicted. His "pfLicatio' 
for a fe'rale assig'ed servant rvas refused by the

t'nagistrate,tlrel{ev.C.P.N'Wilson,.orrtlregrouirdsofrlroralityarrdpublic
clecency ancl propriety'. He lodged a co111p121int about the quality of the flour sup-

fLi.a ro .orr,ri.r."o.k.,, by ' Jo*tt"tia1.r:ival George WJackson wrote to the

po1i.e 1l]agistfate irr Newcastle, delerrding hinlself, arrcl chargirrq tlrat Davies:

is a trebly convicted scor,rndlel,rvho rvas turnecl or-tt of Port Macclr-lal-te fbr lepeated

bacl concluct-lris so,, is tl-re notolious llush-llanger 1atel1' capture d. by Mr I)a1" md

it is ntore tluil sr.rspcctecl that L)avisi ltonse $'rs . f""t" 1o| those depreclato|s-hrs

house is llso a rJrothel by rvhicli he grins sonle sLrpport by the prostrtutiorl of his

ow1 c1:rnshter'r-iq 21|so " ,ty g'ug sliop to the :rtrtloyatrce of ul:rn-v firnrilies hele

besrcles nrYself.

The:rccus:rtions were unsubstautiated ancl the authorities took no actiou' It

was cert:1inly trr,re tl-rat a tl1an lllnred Henry I)enny,a bltsitless:rsscci:'Lte of Michael

Joil' Ila,ri"r, *., .1r^,gec1 wirh l-r:rvi.g harboured t6e garg :r'c1 thar 1)e"y w:rs

sellt to Nor:folk Islancl for: fourteetl years. Florvever, Davics had beerl the Ner'r'castle

cor:resporicle,rt of syJrr.y,, crrn,,,,rr"idl _lottrrtal, ancl '' 3i ()ctober 18't0 he hed

sc,lrt all :irticle pr^isi,tg tlte bushranging giurg.lusf thrce weeks befbre his orvrl scltl

hacl joined the or-rtiar'v.s. I)avies r".u*r",-ilt. ;gt"tltltietr" cotlcluc-tecl tlletrrselves in

t6e 
'rost 

coLlrteorls 'railrlel 
possible-oue lJuki'g.llothel-o' p:rssitrg a^y illcle-

cettt oltservrrtioils' pat:ticttlarly irr the he:rring oltferlrales'' 
-

C)n19Fcbruary1841,'N4'D'ofsycLrey'rvrotetotheSl'drit')'(]dzr:ltcaclvocat-
i1g cleruelcy tbr tlte six convictecl buslir:apgers. The pr-rblicatiorl of t[e lettet-r'vas

clelayecl r-rnril 1l March 1841. llavies c1".'..1y derscribed the behavior-rr of the

juclge :rs'beyorrcl all praise'' He wt'ote:

I rvas preselrl tlris cverlirlg in tlre crrlwtlecl cotrrt ]lottsc r'r,lretl the arrltrl sctltctttr oI

.leeth r,vrs p.rr.a.rp,r,, tie six cctttvicletl br-rsirrrtrgct's, *'hose cleFreclatiorls or-i the

Hurrler-havc bcel ,a, ,,1a,-ttti,tg allcl tltlttlriotts.'1'[ere al-e t'eclcclllitrg t ifttllllst']llccs jll

the, calecr- Of thcsc lne t]; thcy car-efilll,v irl :r11 their- dcspel:ttc proceeclirlus' ltbstainecl

fi:o'r perso':rl vrole'cc,; tlre:ir- objcct u,:rs plr,'rclcr-. T5e (l6ief Justice , Si' Jrnres

l)or,vli1g, I,vhosc geler:r1 ch:rt:rcter rrlcl corlcl,-rct is bcvorltl ;lLl pl'rise, arlcl is :rppt'oved
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oi by the whole colony, wril not be otterrded rt thc petition of- humaniry whicl.r

crics out :rgninst lirc t:trrnr-nrssion ui sir mc,le mnrders rs rr useless retribution for
nrt.. f ltc wlrolci,rl. !'\cruri('n ot rhcrc inLn \^ ill bc .i di'qr.1.1 l() oltr .()('icly: i(

woulcl cert:rinly not trke pl:rce ir-i Loudon.

Following tl-re pr-rblic execlrtion of his son, Davies nloved to Melbourne ancl

l:rter to Hobart Town. Davies became ;rn originel member of the Melbourne
Hebrer,v Congreeation, joining in April 1845 but tailecl to pay his dnes. He was

listecl :rs a'clothier'of Elizabetfi Street in 18'15, ancl worked lor Michael Cashmore

(q.v.). On 22 October 18-15 MrJ. Davies informed'tl-re settlers of Port Phillip that
he hrs fitted up the "Union Hotel" near the wharf ;rt Campbell St, Hobart Town'.
Lr that first ye;rr of the Hobart Synagogue s litb, Mr M. J. Davies rented seat no. 47.

He pledged lolrrteen shillings, whrch he failed to p:ry.

That year, Davies moved back to Melbor-rrne and became the licensee of che

Shakespeare Hotel in Collins Street, providing it was run as a lamily hote1. On
25 Ar-rgust 1847 forty members of theJewish comlnunity of Melbourne held a

festive cJinner at the hotel to celebrate the laying of the synagogLre's foundation
stone. Br-rsiness in qeneral was poor and by the end of the year he was in financial
trouble. Fle was arrested as he attempted to leave the colony for Hobart Town
while sti1l owing a Mr E. M. Lord d3B 10s. He returned to Sydney in 1817 and in
1853 became the owner of :i shop at 181 Pitt Street, which sold china and g1ass. In
1859, Belllr Li;fe in. S),dney dnd Spttrting Reuiewer described him as 'The celebrated
patriot and orator and crockery dealer'.

Davies is said to have published Deuotionsfor Children and PriuateJetuish Fanrilies

(Grevil1e and Co., Bridge Street, 1867). The oniy recorded copy of this book is

listed in the Mrtchell Library, but appears to have been misplaced. Davies retired
in 1883 and in 1888 purchased the Australian newspaper of Windsor, New South
Wales, and appointed his son George to be editor. Hannah died in Sydney on
15 April 1866,'after a long and paintul illness' (Hobart lvIerarry,25 May 1866).
MichaelJohn D:rvies, whose prolession was siven as'newspaper proprietor', died
at 'Windsor at the horne of his son George. He was buried :rt the Devonshire
StreetJer,vish Cenetery by the Rev. A. B. Davies on 27 December 1873, and his
tombstone,'erected by his affectionate daughter Fanny Wright', is now to be
fotrnd at the Rookr,voocl Cemetery. His Hebrew name wx lvlicltael ben Ya'akou.He
was survived by three children, Frances Hannah Wright of 'Wr:ight's Wharf,
Sydney, Mrs Sophia Pirlmer of the Royai Standard Hotel, Gr:afton Whari, Sydney,

ar-rd George Davies of tbe Attstralirtn offrce, Windsor:. Five of I'ris children had pte-
dc, c.rs,'d lrirrr.

Florcttrid (2) lndcnt -1lJ0l(r. 3i) 2239; l)risoncrs to l)ort MrcLiurric -ll3897. p. -1113; (il') 13i312, h 2/1839
A()T()7/75.6lJir5, +/3it97,p.-118:C)orrrrirrrrirl -lotrnttl,3l ()ctobcr lS4t): (lS()20lii88, 17()ctober l845; (lS
()rlt Le ttcrs 1\l/t)662. (.S In Lcttcrs -10/ I2928. f 1/25\), .Sydttcy .\lornrttq Htt[d, 'l Jrnurrv I859. 2') I)ecc'nrbcr

1873: ,lrirrru/,rrirrtt Oltrottirlt, S I)cceurbrr l8-l{)1 Brll\ Lilc in .Syrltry altl Sprrrrilq ./llt,ii'tt,cr, 28 March 135(r.

fi-J.rnu.rrv l35().SArigust lli5{) \u;.rerrrt t trrrf rrf NcrvS,rrrrhWtlcs, I)robrtc()tllccllcqistcr,scries2.rrr:. 1217;

on tlrc crrly conrrcctions rvith the buslrrlrqcr grnil iionr rcscrrclr bv Ciolirr Johrr l{oopc. Nervcrstlc;.4(1. cLr. I 8,

p 3.i2t.


