
The
Deborah Samson Gannett 

Memorials



It seems that every year the 
memory of our Deborah is 
honored in a new way. 
Her decisions and actions during 
the Revolutionary War era 
transcend time, as noted below! 



1983 Deborah 
Samson 
declared
Massachusetts 
State Heroine.









By far, the largest memorial was the 10,000 Ton Liberty ship 
named SS Deborah Sampson Gannett.  It was commissioned, 
during World War II, by a collateral descendent of Deborah named 
Frank E Gannett.





Frank E. Gannett,  a 
Newspaper mogul 
from New York, and 
Deborah’s 2nd Great 
Grandnephew is 
shown in the center of 
this group picture.



Ultimately Frank E Gannett’s newspaper became USA today.



The 
Deborah 
Samson 
Statue.



The Statue
The controversy in Sharon over a Statue for Deborah Samson was muted (no one questioned that she deserved Recognition), yet it revealed some
of the undercurrents that have affected the way she has been represented visually from the beginning.  At the heart of the problem is how to
depict a woman who crossed boundaries of gender.  The country has erected so few statues to women soldiers for any  war, that there is no firm
tradition to draw upon.  For that matter no statues were erected to ordinary male soldiers in the revolution either.  For the Revolutionary war,
soldiers were long symbolized in Massachusetts by the bleak obelisk at Bunker Hill, and when a statue honoring a soldier was erected in
Lexington in 1875, it was to a generic “Minute Man” of the Militia who left his plow, the citizen soldier, rather than a “regular” in the
Continental Army.   Public statues like these are the work of artists, and in the case of our town of Sharon, she is Lu Stubbs, an accomplished
Sculptor who’s works grace other public places in Massachusetts.  She proposed our statue before the town board, local historic groups,  the local
public and even consulted with Deborah’s great-great granddaughter Muriel Nelson. 

The statue is a wonderful monument which was publically funded by some 500 contributors (among them the Gannett Foundation set up by the
publisher of 21 Newspapers and eventually in the family USA Today:  That would be Frank E. Gannett’s foundation, which donated $10,000 of
the  $40,000 needed for this project).  She wanted a patriotic but feminine heroine, and a Likeness that contemporaries could say resembled her
Stubbs  solutions, like Stones straddled the alternatives, but in a different way as noted in the following quote.  “I decided against portraying her
as a soldier because the viewer would then think the sculptor depicted a man.  My plan was to depict her as a plain young woman at about the
time she was discharged from the Service.   And for the clothing I played with the ideas of dressing her as a male on one side of her body and as a
female on the other, then as one in front and the other in back”.  But on Cape Cod Stubbs had an epiphany when she saw Deborah’s dress, that
was inherited by Beatrice Bostock, held it up against herself, and realized that it would fit her.  “I rejected both thoughts of a masculine/feminine
Deborah, and decided that since she was a woman  I’d put her in the dress I’d seen and have her hold the uniform,  However this didn’t read
clearly; but when I draped the coat over one shoulder, I started getting excited because I realized that was it.”





Lu Stubbs speaks, 
while dignitary’s, 
such as Bill Keating,  
Dave Clifton, 
Marjorie Clapprood, 
and others, wait for 
their turn to speak 
about Deborah 
Samson Gannett.







She was honored in 1947, with a flower. Officially its 
called the: 442 Deborah Sampson Scheer 47.   The 
Seed parent was a gladiolus called the Maid of Orleans, 
and the Pollen Parent was called the Picardy.   And this 
flower presented by the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society won first prize for Wendall  W. Wyman  who lived 
on Billings Street in the town of Sharon. He exhibited  25 
spikes of the flower  for the New England Gladiolus 
Societies 27th annual  ceremony .  It was described as 
follows:  “It is a wonderful creamy throated gladiolus of 
blush pink, with rich florets thick, on strong stalks and 
the name of Deborah Sampson.  The North American 
Gladiolus Council reports the originator of the variety is a 
Mr. Scheer.  Seeds for this flower will be sold to the 
public for the first time in 1947”.  



Facsimile



The 
Medallions



The (DAR) Daughters of the American Revolution 
commissioned the Franklin Mint to issue 1000 
Pewter Medallions of Deborah Sampson.



Constance Steere from Sharon, MA designed this 
Deborah Sampson medallion in a Gold, Pewter and 
Bronze color for the American Revolution Bicentennial 
in 1976.  The Sharon Historical Society still has some 
for sale.



U.S. Capital Historical Society minted this Deborah 
Sampson Commemorative  Medal in 1985.



The Plaques 
and Signs









Deborah Samson was born in this house 
museum  on Elm Street in Plympton.  Shown 
are a few of the signs  at the home.





There is a youth baseball park named after Deborah, in Sharon.



And in 
Sharon, a 
street is also 
named after 
Deborah 
Sampson.



Sharon also has a 
Gannett Terrace…





Today Camp Gannett is called:  Everwood Day Camp.



0

This tablet was placed at Rock 
Ridge cemetery in 1902, by 

request of her grandson, George 
Washington Gay. It says…

“Deborah Sampson Gannett
Woman soldier in the War of the 
Revolution.  Enlisted under the 

name of Robert Shurtliff.  
Several years in active service.  
Wounded at the battle of 
Tarrytown. Honorably 

discharged in 1783.  Pensioned 
by Congress in 1803.”









The
Uxbridge 
Memorial



The town of Uxbridge is grateful for Deborah Samson, enlisting in their town, and 
helping them fill their quota of recruits during the Revolution.  So they listed her name 
(and that of Robert Shurtlieff) on this plaque in front of the Prospect Hill Cemetery in 
Uxbridge.  See next slide….





The
Middleboro 
Memorial



The War memorial 
is located in 
Middleboro, MA.



and the1st brick 
placed in the 

Memorial Park, 
was for 

Deborah Samson.



The Alter of the Nation at:
the Cathedral of the Pines.



A rock from the (300 East Street) home of Deborah Samson 
Gannett  was used to build this “Alter of the Nations”  at the 
Cathedral of the Pines, in Rindge, New Hampshire. 



The outstanding 
Deborah Samson 
Female Veterans 
Award.



This award is presented annually to an outstanding Female Veteran in the National Guard.


