


It seems that every year the
memory of our Deborah is
honoted in a new way.

Her decisions and actions during
the Revolutionary War era
transcend time, as noted below!



1983 Deborah
Samson
declared
Massachusetts
State Heroine.

Che Commonwealth of Massachusetts

WHTRERS;

WHEREAS S

WHEREAS:

AHEREAS:

MHERERS :

By Hiz Exesllency
MICHAEL S. DUKAETLS
Soverior

A PROCLAMATION
1983

During the Calondes' streggle against tyrannical British rule, freedom-seaking
man were pot unaided and alone Tn their efforts, but were supported and assisted
by equally determined and courdgenus womens ard

frcng these free-spirited women in the Commonesalth of Msscachusetts, was 3 dfrectsd
cascendant of Captain Milas Standish, Jobn Alden ard Gowermor William Bradford, ans
beborah Sansan, born in Plympton, 1n 1760, farced by her father’s desertion of the
family and poverty to be bound out at the age of six and then to be vaised an a
Niddishorn farm with a large family of boys, unable to attend school and Targely self-
taught, a school tescher at the age of eighteen, = stern-faced powerful young woman,
of strict movals and principles: and

Mot content to fupport her follow country-men indirectly and from a distance, Deborsh

Teft Middleboro, traveled to Usbridge and joined the Continental Forces on May 23, 1782,
memoer of LApLain George Webb's Company, within Colomel Willfam Shepard®s 4th Massashusetts
Regirent of Gengral Jonhe Patterson’s Brigade, in the quise of & young man yncder the assuwed
ramg of Robert Shurtliff; and

leborah, Entwn to her comrades as "Eeb" and respected for undsieal strength znd endurance,
physical and moral courage, and solitary ways, participated in skirmishes at Tarreytown

and Tappan Bay Mew York, suffering three wounds, before being felled whiie protecting the
Capital 1n Philadelphia by “braim fewer®, during the treatment of which her identity as a woman
was discoveredy subsequently received an Honorable Discharge from serwice at West Paint

on Qctober 23, 1783; and

Debarah subsequently returned to Massachusetts, married Benjamin Gannett, Jr. §n 1785 and
became the mother of three childrgn, secured in 1792 from the Massachusetts General Court
nilitary service pay for service in the Revolutionary War, becoming the omly worman to

G0 %o, and dn 1802 begam to travel across scuthern New Emgalnd, addressing audiences as
“The fmericen Heroine,” becoming the First profassional waman lecturer, and Finelly died on
Rpril 28, 1827, and was buried mear Cobb's Comer dn Shovon; and

De=herah has since been honored with the eraction of pofuments in her memory in Plympton
and Sharom. and by the christenfag In 1349 of a Liberty Ship, “The Deborah Gannett”, and by
tha actions of marny historical and military organizations;

RO, THEREFORE, [, MICHAEL 5. DURAKEIS, Gowvernor of the Comsonwsslth of Massachusetts, do herehy proclsim,

gy His Excellancy the Gowerrar

Hay 23, 1533 as
DEBORAH SEMSON HEROINE OF THE COMMONMEALTH D&Y

and urge the citizens of the Commonmealth to take cogaizance af this ewenkt and to
participate Fittingly fn itz observanca,

Biven at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this
fifth day of May. one thouzand Afre kurdred and
F y-thres, and of the Ing denice of the
Upifted States of America, the hundred and
Aenth, Fa Vo
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Zacretary of the Commonmealth

G000 SAVE THE COMMOMMEALTH DF MASSACHUSETTS
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Governor Dukakis....




The Official Website of the Govemor of M assachuseits

Governor
Deval Patrick

Home Constiuent Services Recognition Requests  Issued Proclamations Deborah Samson Day

Deborah Samson Day

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
A Proclamation
His Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick

Whereas Deborah Samson was born in Phmpton, Massachusetts on December 179, 1760 and was a trallblazer for equality far wormen both in the Commarweailth,
and throughout the nation; and
Whereas A former school teacher, Deborah Samson enlisted in the Continental Army as Robert Shurtliff on May 23, 1782, and

Whereas Despite General Corrwallis’ sumrender in 1781, guenlla warfare continued and Deborah Samson and the Massachusetts Fourth fought manry small battles in
upstate New York, and

Whereas Samson was also selected to be one of the of soldiers who defended the newly formed Congress from soldiers who were upset they hiad not gotten paid
andwas honorably discharged on October 258 1783; and

Whereas Samson's herolsm and service was noted by the likes of Paul Revere and John Hancock and Samson became one of the first female lecturers as the
American Heroine;, and

Whereas Designated as the Official Heroine of the Commonwealth by Governor Michael Dukakis in 1983, itis fitting that we recognize Deborah Samson's
contribution to the history and legacy of the Commonwealth,

Now, Therefore, |, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwedth of Massachusetts, do hereby prociaim May 23, 2013, D be,
DEBORAH SAMSON DAY

And urge all the citizens of the Commonweaith to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in Its observance,
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named SS Deborah Sampson Gannett. It was com
during World War I, by a collateral descendent of Dek

Frank E Gannett.
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HEERS HAIL
LAUNCHING C
S.5. GANNET

Ship CI'xris’Cf:neci!r
% By Publisher’s |
Daughter

& (Summary of Genneit Address
= on Page 13)
By JAMES B, HUTCIISON
Cannets National Scrvice

Haltimore—Tha keol of tho T.b-
werly Ship Deborah Samipson Gan-
fnett, named in honor of a MMassa-
(chusctts woman who posed as n
man to join the Continental Army
in 1781, bit Into bluo water for the
{frst time yeostorday.

The 10,000-ton vessel, bullt at the
Eethlchem-FalifNeld Shipyard, was
Jaunched &t noon. The weather was
bright and shiny.

A rlsing wind whipped through

——

E'!‘nmh'drwlnx n lionia rin over tho
i

= T

Sy A
[emaneore have Galled to. BIE Lard 2 Guts)
cnoegh, MR Poldh

botile againet®the ahip lika Dabo

loft * Mcld 5 bleachers
2oomicd down the rensed Ways and

Into'tha Patapsco River. = o

shipyard Workers over n leudapeak-
dor ayitem, pralscd them for thel
record jn bullding yesscls for the
American and Allled flccls,,

7 CGuesis nt the coremony nttended
G e e a' Juncheon followlng ths launchi
| Tiu: nachnd nocause fof €oneeratlin.t ot Hotel Belvedere fn Baltlf
over, thg Deborah (Gannett.  BIsS |lagre, Tha guests Included Josept
Gannelt' smaclied ‘the. chrlstening {3zacnan, viccchnirman of the Wad®
Production Beard, Mr. and Mraft [}
Znleolm . Gannett of (Yorl:, Pa m @n eg‘e
Tho. ehlp bl asr “aad Mro. Farley Gonnett e} 2 "
J. T. MeGlnnls of
Philadelphia and J. A. TCouslog o;

™ Ganh 4 A Caltimors, o sizeablo delegation o) A
Gannett, addreasing thousands of!| CAMMOEh & £ECHIE TECCOHR OF qaﬂng i
Including Rear Admiral Emory 8/

4Land,: chalrman of tha Maritim
| Commisaion.

Harrisburg, Fa.;

R BALTIMOR %
EVENING st]JBN i
4PR 10, }9llh

o L

oI am glnd" ha told them, "lote—
have this epportunity to face. thisi|
great pathering and to conzrntuialn:r t
vou and praiza yen Wwith all my:
henrt for tho imnarveloua fob youy
have Been dolnz. Yoy ‘have ‘Bap-:
tured tho (agination’ ofthe whola |
country. i

Gannett Sces Suba Lickmy
~Thid war-conld not bo voniwith-|
onut  ahips, "We might bulid la‘nml
nnd guna by the milliona but they:
would be uselesa unless! carrled}
across the sea. Ouf encmics, the
I¥ozl #nalto end the Japancss rat,
| did not,think wao could do it The
1J-bonts have beon llclied and our
ship preduction has bren the most
| Marvelous achigvement of all time.
The world has never a§en aAnything
like it. !

us at Pearl Harbor, waq had calto-

the riggiogp of tha big merchan
man, and forced the 100 gucats and
thousands of shipyard workers to
dlamp fists on hatbrims "
Tha shlp was sponsored hy Mizy
Sally Gannett. daughter of MroAnd |
Mra Frank Gannett of Rochestédr.
Afiss Gannett and her father are
collateral descandants of the Reovos
lutionary War herolne.

gether 84 milllon tons dJead weight
of .shipplog. In 1942 wa hullt In
America elght milllon mora tona:
in '43 we added 19 milllon naw tons,
This year We can and will bulld 201,
million more tony. Up.te now wo| |

hava bullt 20 milllon tons doad

welght ‘of new ships, This la mors i
than 2,800 new ships, giving us the oo
Hargeat merghant fleet In all ‘tho b

Werd
ey

The * B

world, Just think of that amazing

staged on a high platform

NE S
4. No dictatof could equal Ik }]:;Qr

around the bowa of the pew ahip.
Last-minute arrangements for the
christening were personally supers
viged by John M. Willls, vicepresi-
dent of the Bethlchem com. ‘In
chnrge of the shipyard. i
| = Mins Gannett ‘Smacks Tomer*
* The Deboruh Gannelt vu!i_ns_'wm'lg‘:
1320th Liborty ship. But he was
woirrled.  Willis ulweys worrles

daunchingd, For sallors have
superatition that IU's bad luck
boltlo of champagne used to
.oach vessel -rnl:;‘t-to' lpliw

W many
|gtab tho hﬂ“:\

iagninst the

bnw under our fcen cpportunity
tem could It bn done. .
Tha officiala ot thn yard and tha
aqiin, Commiston necohlnt &
of o' combinntion radlo-phono-
e recortls and recording

*TWhen the Anenity Japa attacked o

Ib;‘-)_f' i

i '\{ &

—— |aunching

| Admiral Emory S. Land, head of |
ithe Maritime Commission and War !
'Shipping Administration, is among| '\
the mnotables here today for the
[launching+of the S. 'S. Deborah
|Gannett, | iberty ship Lo

| ttha Bolhlchom Fair 1
ifield yard and one of two going| ie

Pm the wayx today.
he noon launching honors af

. “!|Massachusettsa®woman who posed

. las a man to serve in the Revolu- i
tlonary army. ‘The rhip's sponsor

ix Miea Eally Gonnett, daughter of
{Frank E. Gannett, owner of 21
inewspapera spd zeven radio sta-
tions In New York, New Jersey,
Connecticut and Tllinois, and a col-

i ' {lateral descendant of Deborah
_|Gannett. e

L Second Ship To Be Launched

| "The second Liberly ghip to be

. = " lNaunched today Is the 5. 5, Sam-

" |trusty, which is sponsored by Mrs.
AlCoy W, Carter, of Nunda, N, C,
 [wife of ashipfitter at the Fairfield
fabricatIng shop. I

| Launching of the Samirusty will
~ |be the occaslon for the award of a
. |safety flag won by Way No. 7 for its
~*Irecord during the latter half of
Y/ |March, The fing will be present

| )

to the way's foreman by the spon-
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Frank E. Gannett, a
Newspaper mogul
from New York, and
Deborah’s 2" Great
Grandnephew is
shown in the center of 4
thls group picture.
T— -I};;-'l_-'i“
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The Statue

The controversy in Sharon over a Statue for Deborah Samson was muted (no one questioned that she deserved Recognition), yet it revealed some
of the undercurrents that have affected the way she has been represented visually from the beginning. At the heart of the problem is how to
depict a woman who crossed boundaries of gender. The country has erected so few statues to women soldiers for any war, that there is no firm
tradition to draw upon. For that matter no statues were erected to ordinary male soldiers in the revolution either. For the Revolutionary war,
soldiers were long symbolized in Massachusetts by the bleak obelisk at Bunker Hill, and when a statue honoring a soldier was erected in
Lexington in 1875, it was to a generic “Minute Man” of the Militia who left his plow, the citizen soldier, rather than a “regular” in the
Continental Army. Public statues like these are the work of artists, and in the case of our town of Sharon, she is Lu Stubbs, an accomplished
Sculptor who’s works grace other public places in Massachusetts. She proposed our statue before the town board, local historic groups, the local
public and even consulted with Deborah’s great-great granddaughter Muriel Nelson.

The statue is a wonderful monument which was publically funded by some 500 contributors (among them the Gannett Foundation set up by the
publisher of 21 Newspapers and eventually in the family USA Today: That would be Frank E. Gannett’s foundation, which donated $10,000 of
the $40,000 needed for this project). She wanted a patriotic but feminine heroine, and a Likeness that contemporaries could say resembled her
Stubbs solutions, like Stones straddled the alternatives, but in a different way as noted in the following quote. “I decided against portraying her
as a soldier because the viewer would then think the sculptor depicted a man. My plan was to depict her as a plain young woman at about the
time she was discharged from the Service. And for the clothing I played with the ideas of dressing her as a male on one side of her body and as a
female on the other, then as one in front and the other in back”. But on Cape Cod Stubbs had an epiphany when she saw Deborah’s dress, that
was inherited by Beatrice Bostock, held it up against herself, and realized that it would fit her. “I rejected both thoughts of a masculine/feminine
Deborah, and decided that since she was a woman 1°d put her in the dress 1’d seen and have her hold the uniform, However this didn’t read
clearly; but when | draped the coat over one shoulder, I started getting excited because | realized that was it.”



Honor Guard at

Deborah Samson
Statue

Commemoration




Lu Stubbs speaks,
while dignitary’s,
such as Bill Keating, .+ U
Dave Clifton, B
Marjorie Clapprood,
and others, wait for
their turn to speak
about Deborah
Samson Gannett.
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She was honored in 1947, with a flower. Officially its
called the: 442 Deborah Sampson Scheer 47. The
Seed parent was a gladiolus called the Maid of Orleans,
and the Pollen Parent was called the Picardy. And this
flower presented by the Massachusetts Horticultural
Society won first prize for Wendall W. Wyman who lived
on Billings Street in the town of Sharon. He exhibited 25
spikes of the flower for the New England Gladiolus
Societies 27" annual ceremony . It was described as
follows: “It is a wonderful creamy throated gladiolus of
blush pink, with rich florets thick, on strong stalks and
the name of Deborah Sampson. The North American
Gladiolus Council reports the originator of the variety is a
Mr. Scheer. Seeds for this flower will be sold to the
public for the first time in 1947”.



‘he Deborah Samson. &
wn by Wendall B. Wyman. AV s




The
Medallions



The (DAR) Daughters of the American Revolution
commissioned the Franklin Mint to issue 1000
Pewter Medallions of Deborah Sampson.

H__ T -2 =T
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Constance Steere from Sharon, MA designed this
Deborah Sampson medallion in a Gold, Pewter and
Bronze color for the American Revolution Bicentennial

in 1976. The Sharon Historical Society still has some
for sale.
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U.S. Capital Historical Society minted this Deborah
Sampson Commemorative Medal in 1985.
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The Plaques
and Signs



The D‘é:ug-.hte_rs-- of the American Revolution (DAR) and Town
of Plympton, erected this Plaque in her honor.
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TOWN OF PLYMPTON
DEBORAH SAMSON FLAG




@ " Plympton even
- named a street
+ after Deborah.




Deborah Samson was born in this house
museum on Elm Street in Plympton. Showf %
are a few of the signs at the home.
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There is a youth baseball park named after Deborah, in Sharon.,

\

"SUPPORTED BY: SHARON YOUTH BASEBALL & SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION"
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Everwood Day Camp.
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This tablet was placed at Rock
Ridge cemetery in 1902, by ' {
request of her grandson, George |
Washington Gay. It says... "
“Deborah Sampson Gannett |
Woman soldier in the War of the |
Revolution. Enlisted under the
name of Robert Shurtliff.
Several years in active service.
Wounded at the battle of
Tarrytown. Honorably
discharged in 1783. Pensioned
by Congress in 1803













The
Uxbridge
Memorial



helping them fill their quota of recruits during the Revolution. So they listed her name
. (and that of Robert Shurtlieff) on this plaque in front of the Prospect Hill Cemetery in
. Uxbridge. See next slide..
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The
Middleboro
Memorial



The War memorial
IS located in
Middleboro, MA.
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The Alter of the Nation at:
the Cathedral of the Pines.




E A rock from the (300 East Street) home of Deborah Samson
Eg Gannett was used to build this “Alter of the Nations” at the
T Cathedral of the Pines, in Rindge, New Hampshire.




The outstanding
Deborah Samson
Female Veterans
Award.



This award is presented annually to an outstanding Female Veteran in the National Guard.

Presented to L
1{7?/@//? @(_a( ) 6351/21:;-@ @/;;@z% ._5725&14- Lm_/l@’ . : =
& & '

Plymouth, MA

For exemplary military service in the Unites States Army National Guard,

extraordinary resolve to serve your country despite personal hardship and
sacrifice, and outstanding efforts to enhance the lives of women veterans
through community service.

Viviana A. Cordoba Coleman Nee, Secretary
MA Women Veterans’ Network Coordinator MA Department of Veteran Services’



