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History
Wars & Campaigns

►Boer War
►First World War
►►Western Front
►►►Trench Warfare: 1914-
1916
►►►Allied Offensive: 1916
►►►Allied Offensives: 1917
►►►German Offensive: 1918
►►►Advance to Victory: 1918
►►Siberia
►Second World War
►►War Against Japan
►►Italian Campaign
►►►Sicily
►►►Southern Italy
►►►The Sangro and Moro
►►►Battles of the FSSF
►►►Cassino
►►►Liri Valley
►►►Advance to Florence
►►►Gothic Line
►►►Winter Lines
►►North-West Europe
►►►Normandy
►►►Southern France
►►►Channel Ports
►►►Scheldt
►►►Nijmegen Salient
►►►Rhineland
►►►Final Phase
►Korean War
►Cold War
►Gulf War

Operations 
►GAUNTLET
Aug 1941 (Spitsbergen)

►HUSKY Jul
1943  (Sicily)

►COTTAGE Aug
1943  (Kiska)

►TIMBERWOLF Oct
1943 (Italy)

►OVERLORD Jun
1944 (Normandy)

►MARKET-GARDEN
Sep 44 (Arnhem)

►BERLIN Nov
1944 (Nijmegen)

►VERITABLE Feb
1945 (Rhineland)

Battle Honours
Boer War

►Paardeberg 18 Feb 00
First World War
Western Front

Trench Warfare: 1914-1916

►Ypres, 1915 22 Apr-25 May
15

►Gravenstafel 22-23 Apr 15

►St. Julien 24 Apr-4 May
15

►Frezenberg 8-13 May 15
►Bellewaarde 24-25 May 15
►Festubert,
1915 15-25 May 15

►Mount Sorrel 2-13 Jun 16
Allied Offensive: 1916

►Somme, 1916 1 Jul-18 Nov
16

►Albert .1-13 Jul 16
►Razentin .14-17 Jul 16

Wagenborgen

The Battle Honour Wagenborgen was awarded for the fight to clear this Dutch
town in April 1945.

Background

After crossing the Rhine River at the end of March 1945, the 2nd Canadian
Division advanced 112 miles as measured by the air, over 1140 feet worth of
bridges at various water obstacles, and had taken 5,000 prisoners, all during
16 days of fighting. The 3rd Canadian Division kept pace, clearing Deventer by
11 April, and then dashing almost 70 miles more towards Leeuwarden. In 26
days, the division fought forward 115 miles, constructed 36 bridges, and took
4,600 prisoners of their own. To the east, the 4th Canadian Armoured and 1st
Polish Armoured Divisions had begun operating on German soil, and 2nd
Canadian Corps set its sights on Oldenburg, 40 miles beyond the Dutch-
German border.

The city, a communications hub , proved to be of importance to the defence of
the Küsten Canal and the Emden-Wilhelmshaven peninsula. The 4th
Armoured fought many actions in the area over difficult terrain and increasing
resistance, with the Polish armour resuming responsibility for the division’s
original objectives west of the Ems. Successfully reaching the North Sea on 15
April, the Poles were relieved by the 3rd Canadian Infantry Division of its
commitment west of the Ems below Delfzijl.1

Final Phase

The Rhine – Emmerich-Hoch Elten – Twente Canal –
Zutphen – Deventer – Arnhem, 1945 – Apeldoorn – 

Groningen – Friesoythe – Ijsselmeer – Küsten Canal –
Wagenborgen – Delfzijl Pocket – Leer – Bad

Zwischenahn –  Oldenburg

The 3rd Division then fought north forward towards Delfzijl. The role of the Canadian Scottish has been a footnote in many histories.
The entire account of the battle at Wagenborgen in the Official History of the Canadian Army in the Second World War is, verbatim,
as follows:

Relieving the Poles west of the Ems, the 3rd Division met opposition on the approaches to Delfzijl. The Canadian
Scottish Regiment, assisted by Sherbrooke Fusiliers tanks, encountered a stubborn body of enemy at Wagenborgen.
A company attack on 21 April was beaten off, and only after a larger operation was mounted next day did the village
fall to us; an enemy counter-attack then had to be dealt with. The whole operation cost the Scottish 64 casualties.2

Another history sums up the battle even more succinctly (and without even mentioning the name of the town), stating:

On the 20th (of April) the 3rd Division relieved their Allies of their commitments west of the Ems. Next day the
Canadian Scottish Regiment with tanks of the Sherbrooke Fusiliers, closed the noose tighter at the cost to the Scottish
of 64 casualties.3

Both accounts mention tanks of The Sherbrooke Fusilier Regiment, while the account by the Canadian Scottish's regimental history
indicates that the tank support had come from the Governor General's Foot Guards of the 5th Canadian (Armoured) Division.

The Canadian Scottish in the Final Phase

The Canadian Scottish Regiment crossed the Rhine on 26 March 1945, fought in Emmerich on the far bank, and at the start of April
embarked on, in the words of a regimental history, "period reminiscent of that following the breakout from Normandy."

This time, however, although contact with the enemy was sometimes lost, the push to the north was interspersed with
several battles and engagements fought with a desperate enemy whose alternative to death was defeat.4
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►Pozieres .23 Jul-3 Sep
16

►Guillemont .3-6 Sep 16
►Ginchy .9 Sep 16
►Flers-
Courcelette .15-22 Sep 16

►Thiepval .26-29 Sep 16
►Le Transloy . 1-18 Oct 16
►Ancre
Heights

1 Oct-11 Nov
16

►Ancre, 1916 13-18 Nov 16
Allied Offensives: 1917

►Arras 1917 8 Apr-4 May
17

►Vimy, 1917 .9-14 Apr 17
►Arleux 28-29 Apr 17
►Scarpe, 1917 .3-4 May17
►Hill 70 .15-25 Aug 17
►Messines,
1917 .7-14 Jun 17

►Ypres, 1917 ..31 Jul-10 Nov
17

►Pilckem 31 Jul-2 Aug 17
►Langemarck,
1917

.16-18 Aug
17

►Menin Road .20-25 Sep
17

►Polygon
Wood

26 Sep-3 Oct
17

►Broodseinde .4 Oct 17
►Poelcapelle .9 Oct 17
►Passchendaele .12 Oct 17
►Cambrai,
1917

20 Nov-3 Dec
17

German Offensive: 1918

►Somme, 1918 .21 Mar-5 Apr
18

►St. Quentin .21-23 Mar 18
►Bapaume,
1918

.24-25 Mar 18

►Rosieres .26-27 Mar 18
►Avre .4 Apr 18
►Lys .9-29 Apr 18
►Estaires .9-11 Apr 18
►Messines,
1918 .10-11 Apr 18

►Bailleul .13-15 Apr 18
►Kemmel .17-19 Apr 18

Advance to Victory: 1918
►Amiens 8-11 Aug 18
►Arras, 1918 .26 Aug-3 Sep 18
►Scarpe, 1918 26-30 Aug 18.
►Drocourt-
Queant .2-3 Sep 18

►Hindenburg
Line

.12 Sep-9 Oct
18

►Canal du Nord .27 Sep-2 Oct
18

►St. Quentin
Canal

.29 Sep-2 Oct
18

►Epehy 3-5 Oct 18
►Ypres, 1918 .8-9 Oct 18
►Valenciennes .1-2 Nov 18
►Sambre .4 Nov 18
►Pursuit to
Mons

.28 Sep-
11Nov

Second World War
War Against Japan

South-East Asia
►Hong Kong  8-25 Dec 41

Italian Campaign
Battle of Sicily

►Landing in
Sicily    9-12 Jul 43

►Grammichele 15 Jul 43
►Piazza Armerina 16-17 Jul 43
►Valguarnera 17-19 Jul 43
►Assoro   20-22 Jul 43
►Leonforte  21-22 Jul 43
►Agira 24-28 Jul 43
►Adrano 29 Jul-7 Aug 43
►Catenanuova 29-30 Jul 43
►Regalbuto 29 Jul-3 Aug 43
►Centuripe   31 Jul-3 Aug 43

Didam was liberated on 3 April, and the Division advanced on Zutphen. The battalion cleared the flank of the 7th Brigade by
attacking west of the Zijkanaal during operations against Deventer, followed by the assault on the city itself. The populations of
Didam and Deventer had given enthusiastic welcomes to the Scottish, but in neither case was the unit permitted to stay long to enjoy
the hospitality. After Deventer, the unit moved to Olst, finding the Germans mounting a rearguard action there. As they fought there,
the Regina Rifles entered Zwolle unopposed, and the Royal Winnipeg Rifles leapfrogged past to Hasselt. As the 8th and 9th
Brigades set off for Leeuwarden far to the north on 15 April, the Canadian Scottish established patrols around Zwolle over an area of
100 square miles, rounding up stragglers. On 19 April the unit moved to a concentration area at Hoogezand, near Groningen, where
the 2nd Canadian Division had just fought a divisional level battle.5

The General Staff Officer I of the 2nd Canadian Division, moving north alongside the 3rd Canadian Division to whom the Canadian
Scottish belonged, rendered his opinion of enemy resistance during this phase:

Lt-Colonel Peter Bennett...later commented that the enemy had been unable to muster any significant support from
guns or mortars. As a result, his tactics were to hold important crossroads and villages and to defend every water line.
When these were breached, he would withdraw, generally at night. However, in the last nine days before the
Canadians reached Groningen, the Germans seemed to lose their old skill in fighting rearguard actions. Co-ordinated
direction disappeared and he seemed disposed to withdraw at any hour of the day, generally leaving it too late to be
successful.6

The 7th Brigade's mission on reaching the Groningen area was to clear the area around Groningen of enemy troops. The battalion
spread out over a twenty-mile front from Groningen itself to Oostwolde, using both wireless and civilian telephones to stay in contact.
"C" and "D" companies in the centre of the battalion's line found that they were in closer contact with the enemy than with "B"
Company, stationed three miles from the north coast, or "A" Company still in Groningen guarding enemy wounded and a German
ammunition dump.

Patrols from the 7th Canadian Reconnaissance Regiment determined that Wagenborgen, a short distance from the centre of the
battalion's line, was still held by an unknown number of Germans. "D" Company was ordered to take the village in a one-company
attack in the early hours of 21 April.7
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►Centuripe   31 Jul-3 Aug 43
►Troina Valley  2-6 Aug 43
►Pursuit to
Messina

 2-17 Aug
43

 Southern Italy
►Landing at
Reggio  3 Sep 43

►Potenza 19-20 Sep 43
►Motta
Montecorvino 1-3 Oct 43

►Termoli 3-6 Oct 43
►Monte San
Marco 6-7 Oct 43

►Gambatesa 7-8 Oct 43
►Campobasso 11-14 Oct 43
►Baranello 17-18 Oct 43
►Colle d'Anchise 22-24 Oct 43
►Torella 24-27 Oct 43

The Sangro and Moro

►The Sangro 19 Nov-3 Dec
43

►Castel di
Sangro .23-24 Nov 43

►The Moro 5-7 Dec 43
►San Leonardo 8-9 Dec 43
►The Gully ..10-19 Dec 43

►Casa Berardi  ..14-15 Dec
43

►Ortona 20-28 Dec 43
►San Nicola-
San .31 Dec 43

Tommaso.
►Point 59/ 29 Dec 43-

Torre Mucchia 4 Jan 44
Battles of the FSSF

►Monte
Camino

.5 Nov-9 Dec
43

►Monte la Difensa- 2-8 Dec
43

 Monte la
Remetanea.

►Hill 720 25 Dec 43
►Monte Majo 3-8 Jan 44.
►Radicosa 4 Jan 44
►Monte Vischiataro 8 Jan 44
►Anzio 22 Jan-22 May 44
►Rome .22 May-4 Jun 44

►Advance .22 May-22 Jun
44

to the Tiber.
►Monte Arrestino 25 May 44
►Rocca Massima 27 May 44
►Colle Ferro 2 Jun 44

Cassino
►Cassino II 11-18 May 44
►Gustav Line 11-18 May 44
►Sant' Angelo in 13 May 44

Teodice.
►Pignataro 14-15 May 44

Liri Valley
►Liri Valley 18-30 May 44
►Hitler Line 18-24 May 44
►Aquino 18-24 May 44
►Melfa Crossing 24-25 May 44
►Ceprano 26-27 May 44
►Torrice Crossroads 30 May 44

Advance to Florence
►Advance 17 Jul-10 Aug 44

to Florence.
►Cerrone 25 - 31 Aug 44

Trasimene Line
►Trasimene Line 20-30 Jun 44
►Sanfatucchio 20-21 Jun 44
►Gabbiano 1 Jul 44
►Arezzo 4-17 Jul 44
►Tuori 5 Jul 44

Gothic Line
►Gothic Line 25 Aug-22 Sep 44
►Monteciccardo 27-28 Aug 44
►Montecchio 30-31 Aug 44
►Point 204 (Pozzo
Alto)

31 Aug
44

►Monte Luro 1 Sep 44
►Borgo Santa Maria 1 Sep 44
►Tomba di Pesaro 1-2 Sep 44

Wagenborgen from the air, 1946. KLM photo via Joey-Jan.com photo archives

"D" Company Attack - 21 April

Roads leading in and out of Wagenborgen had been blocked, and covered by machine guns and 2.0cm anti-aircraft guns; the
Germans also had "plenty" of support from mortars and artillery. The terrain surrounding Wagenborgen was flat, unobstructed by
dense foliage, and "criss-crossed by numerous canals and drainage ditches which limited the avenues of approached for the
attackers."

Not only did the enemy have good defensive positions, but it quickly became apparent that he was going to put up
more than a token resistance. At dawn on the morning of the 21st "D" Company reported that it was held up at the
edge of the village by fire from the enemy's field defences. An attack by stealth, under cover of darkness, obviously
was not going to work.8

During the course of the attack, while maintaining radio contact was problematic throughout the course of events, the company's
wireless set was finally smashed, causing "great inconvenience at a critical time" just as a stronger radio set was secured at Tactical
Headquarters.

"D" Company renewed the attack just after noon with support from sections of the anti-tank, carrier and mortar platoons, attacking
from the south rather than the south-west as before. The leading platoon under Sergeant J.E. Dodd encountered heavy resistance,
the enemy apparently having been reinforced, and accurate fire was brought down on the Canadian Scottish platoons. A Wasp
flamethrower tasked to assist Dodd's platoon was destroyed during the advance to contact, and Dodd's platoon was reduced to eight
men by the time it had closed to within 150 yards of the edge of the village. Between 16:00hrs and 17:00hrs, with the unit still
attempting to work its way forward, the enemy launched a counter-attack supported by heavy machine-gun, mortar and artillery fire.
Enemy infantry had infiltrated around the right flank of the company by this time, and after nightfall cut off the lead platoon, forcing
Sergeant Dodd and the survivors of the attack to surrender. Company Headquarters, established in a barn, received artillery fire
during the course of the action, killing Major A. Compton-Lundie, the company commander, Lieutenant D.G. Huscroft, the battalion
Pioneer Officer, and Captain D. Innes, MC of the Royal Canadian Artillery, an attached Forward Observation Officer.9

As the battle was winding down, two men performed deeds for which they were eventually awarded bravery medals. Corporal
William Knowles of the Anti-Tank Platoon received the Military Medal in July 1945; the citation read:

On 21 April 1945, Corporal Knowles was commanding a section of the anti-tank platoon Support Company of 1st
Battalion, The Canadian Scottish Regiment, which was supporting "C" Company in an attack on Wagenborgen,
Holland.

The area in which Corporal Knowles had his gun was under extremely heavy enemy shell and machine gun fire. He
continued firing until he had used up all his ammunition. Just at this time, one platoon of "D" Company was forced to
withdraw to the vicinity of Corporal Knowles position and when he observed that the Company Commander and
several others had been wounded, he organized and assisted in their evacuation on his carrier. This Non-
Commissioned Officer then organized the platoon of "D" Company and together with his own detachment occupied a
new position with a view to preventing any further penetration.

As a result of the leadership and exceptional personal courage displayed by Corporal Knowles, a firm position was
held thus permitting another company to pass through to complete the battalion task.10

Corporal George Hugh Jackson was also an NCO in the Anti-Tank Platoon, whose MM was awarded in November 1945:

Sergeant Jackson, now Anti-Tank Platoon Sergeant of Support Company, 1 Battalion, Canadian Scottish Regiment,
landed in France on 6 June 1944 as a Lance-Corporal. Sergeant Jackson participated in every engagement of the unit
from D Day to the cessation of hostilities, working his way quietly and efficiently until he now holds the rank of senior
Non-Commissioned Officer in the Anti-Tank Platoon. This Non-Commissioned Officer proved himself a reliable and
resourceful leader and during the many actions of the battalion has often been with leading rifle companies at the head
of his detachment during the attack. On 21 April 1945, during the attack on the town of Wagenborgen, Holland, his
detachment was with D Company. The company was hotly engaged prior to reaching it objective and many casualties
were suffered. Here Sergeant Jackson displayed great initiative in using his detachment as infantry to give covering
fire to a forward platoon which was pinned to a single axis by strong enemy small arms fire. He was everywhere,
encouraging his men fearlessly in their self-appointed infantry task. Later this Non-Commissioned Officer carried
wounded back to his own carriers to assist in their evacuation under fire. When enemy artillery set D Company
headquarters building on fire and all was a raging inferno, Sergeant Jackson, disregarding his own safety, continued to
remove wounded from the building to safety until all further aid had to be abandoned. Throughout his service Sergeant
Jackson has inspired confidence in his abilities and has been an inspiration to the men he has commanded. His utter
disregard for his personal safety and his able leadership in action were a credit to the regiment and will continue to be
held as an example by all the personnel with whom he has been associated.11
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►Tomba di Pesaro 1-2 Sep 44
►Coriano 3-15 Sep 44
►Lamone
Crossing 2-13 Sep 44

Winter Lines
►Rimini Line 14-21 Sep 44
►San Martino- 14-18 Sep 44

San Lorenzo.
►San Fortunato 18-20 Sep 44
►Casale 23-25 Sep 44
►Sant' Angelo 11-15 Sep 44

 in Salute.
►Bulgaria Village 13-14 Sep 44
►Cesena 15-20 Sep 44
►Pisciatello 16-19 Sep 44
►Savio
Bridgehead

20-23 Sep
44

►Monte La Pieve 13-19 Oct 44
►Monte Spaduro 19-24 Oct 44
►Monte San
Bartolo

11-14 Nov
44

►Capture of
Ravenna

3-4 Dec
44

►Naviglio Canal 12-15 Dec 44
►Fosso Vecchio 16-18 Dec 44
►Fosso Munio 19-21 Dec 44
►Conventello- 2-6 Jan 45

Comacchio.
►Granarolo 3-5 Jan 44

Northwest Europe
►Dieppe 19 Aug 42

Battle of Normandy
►Normandy Landing 6 Jun 44
►Authie 7 Jun 44
►Putot-en-Bessin 8 Jun 44
►Bretteville 8-9 Jun 44
       -l'Orgueilleuse .
►Le Mesnil-Patry 11 Jun 44
►Carpiquet 4-5 Jul 44
►Caen 4-18 Jul 44
►The Orne (Buron) 8-9 Jul 44
►Bourguébus
Ridge

18-23 Jul
44

►Faubourg-de- 18-19 Jul 44
       Vaucelles .
►St. André-sur-
Orne

19-23 Jul
44

►Maltôt 22-23 Jul 44
►Verrières Ridge-
Tilly--

25 Jul
44

         la-Campagne .
►Falaise 7-22 Aug 44
►Falaise Road 7-9 Aug 44
►Quesnay Road 10-11 Aug 44
►Clair Tizon 11-13 Aug 44
►The Laison 14-17 Aug 44
►Chambois 18-22 Aug 44
►St. Lambert-
sur- 19-22 Aug 44

       Dives .
►Dives Crossing 17-20 Aug 44
►Forêt de la
Londe

27-29 Aug
44

►The Seine,
1944 25-28 Aug 44

Southern France
►Southern
France

15-28 Aug
44

Channel Ports
►Dunkirk, 1944 8-15 Sep 44
►Le Havre 1-12 Sep 44
►Moerbrugge 8-10 Sep 44
►Moerkerke 13-14 Sep 44
►Boulogne, 1944 17-22 Sep 44
►Calais, 1944 25 Sep-1 Oct 44
►Wyneghem 21-22 Sep 44
►Antwerp-
Turnhout

   24-29 Sep
44

Canal.
The Scheldt

►The Scheldt 1 Oct-8 Nov 44
►Leopold Canal 6-16 Oct-44
►Savojaards
Platt 9-10 Oct 44

►Breskens 11 Oct -3 Nov

Several carriers and anti-tank guns were abandoned during the withdrawal of "D" Company, which was "temporarily disorganized"
following the loss of its headquarters. Lieutenant D.R. Butchart, attempting to reorganize the platoons and withdraw the company,
was also wounded in the process. The supporting detachments of mortars, anti-tank guns and carriers successfully "kept the enemy
at bay" as the rifle platoons disengaged.

The repulse of "D" Company came as a shock to Battalion Headquarters and led to swift action on the part of
(Commanding Officer) Lt-Col. Henderson. The somewhat complacent attitude within the battalion, brought on by the
long advances against little opposition during the past week, and the feeling that the war was almost over, was quickly
transformed into a rock-hard determination to make the enemy regret his action. The scattered companies were
immediately called in. "B" Company was recalled from Oostwolde and placed in "D" Company's former position south
of Wagenborgen; "A" Company was relieved of its guard duties in Groningen and moved about a mile west of the
town, while "C" Company, in Nieuwolda, was to turn its attention north-west instead of north-east.12

The Canadian Scottish now prepared to mount a full-scale attack. While the War Diary of the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade noted on
April 23rd that policies were in place restricting the use of aerial bombing of Dutch towns, 4.2-inch mortar and artillery support was
prepared while "A", "B" and "C" Companies mounted patrols towards the town throughout the night of 21-22 April. At 07:00hrs, the
CO held his "O" Group for the attack on Wagenborgen. "A" Company under Captain S.L. Chambers was to execute a left flanking ,
attacking from the west into the northern part of Wagenborgen. "B" Company under Major E.G. English was to attack from the south-
west, and capture the roadblock barring the way into the southern part of the town. After removing the roadblock and clearing a path
through the mines, a troop of tanks would move up in support. "D" Company was to remain in reserve and provide support where
needed. "C" Company was tasked in a cut-off role to the east. The attack was scheduled for 23:00, to make use of cover of
darkness, with a 15-minute preparatory barrage of mortar and artillery fire.13

Battalion Attack - 22 April

"A" Company set off just before 23:00 with mortar fire protecting its left and artillery intended to keep enemy heads down; the mortar
fire instead aroused German suspicions and brought down fire among the company, including Lieutenant M.G. Van Santvoord,
commanding No. 8 Platoon, leaving two of the company's platoons commanded by corporals (Corporal Lawrence took over 8, and
No. 9 Platoon was commanded by a Corporal Macklin). Nonetheless, "A" Company secured a foothold in the town, and planned to
establish a company fortress overlooking the main north-south road, holding there until scheduled house-clearing operations started
at dawn. While doing so, a numerically superior force of Germans was encountered and a confused action ensued. One platoon of
Germans was "mowed down at about a 10-yard range by No. 9 Platoon" while moving single-file down a road; another group of
Germans fired one of the pair of houses occupied by 7 Platoon; 8 Platoon were able to silhouette them against the flames and they
were "picked off."

In the meantime, "B" Company had also established itself in the southern portion of Wagenborgen; while No. 10 Platoon under
Lieutenant Blair assumed cut-off duties and entered from the left, 11 and 12 Platoons made their way beyond the road block and to a
point 500 yards north of the forked road leading into Wagenborgen.

Under the skillful leadership of Major English, the platoons shot their way into the outskirts of Wagenborgen with the
cut-off platoon reaping a harvest with its Bren guns as the enemy was forced back. The very few casualties suffered by
the company is a tribute not only to the company commander, but to the leadership of the battle-wise N.C.O.s as well.

By dawn of April 23, with "A" and "B" Companies firmly established in the northern and southern edges of the village,
there was a lull in the battle. This lull for the companies in the village was brought about, evidently, by the attempt of
about two companies of German troops to withdraw from Wagenborgen to the north-east, a route which took them
along the road running in front of "C" Company's position.

"C" Company was nicely dug in, forming a company fortress at the canal junction about 1,000 yards east of
Wagenborgen. the company had been quiet during the night although they could hear the enemy moving about to their
front. As dawn broke, the excellent "cut-off" possibilities of the company's field of fire became immediately apparent,
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►Breskens
Pocket

11 Oct -3 Nov
44

►Woensdrecht 1-27 Oct 44
►The Lower
Maas

20 Oct -7 Nov
44

►South
Beveland  24-31 Oct 44

►Walcheren 31 Oct -4 Nov
44

Causeway.
Nijmegen Salient

►Ardennes Dec 44-Jan
45

►Kapelsche
Veer 31 Dec 44-

. 21Jan 45
►The Roer 16-31 Jan 45

Rhineland
►The
Rhineland

8 Feb-10 Mar
45

►The Reichswald 8-13 Feb 45
►Waal Flats 8-15 Feb 45

►Moyland Wood 14-21 Feb
45

►Goch-Calcar
Road

19-21 Feb
45

►The Hochwald 26 Feb-
. 4 Mar 45
►Veen 6-10 Mar 45
►Xanten 8-9 Mar 45

Final Phase

►The Rhine 23 Mar-1 Apr
45

►Emmerich-
Hoch

28 Mar-1 Apr
45

Elten.
►Twente Canal 2-4 Apr 45
►Zutphen 6-8 Apr 45
►Deventer 8-11 Apr 45
►Arnhem, 1945 12-14 Apr 45
►Apeldoorn 11-17 Apr 45
►Groningen 13-16 Apr 45
►Friesoythe 14 Apr 45
►Ijselmeer 15-18 Apr 45
►Küsten Canal 17-24 Apr 45
►Wagenborgen 21-23 Apr 45

►Delfzijl Pocket 23 Apr-2 May
45

►Leer 28-29 Apr 45
►Bad
Zwischenahn

23 Apr-4 May
45

►Oldenburg 27 Apr-5 May
45

Korean War
►Kapyong 21-25 Apr 51

Domestic Missions
►FLQ Crisis

International Missions
►ICCS            Vietnam 1973
►MFO                 Sinai 1986-

Peacekeeping
►UNMOGIP India 1948-1979
►UNTSO  Israel 1948-    ....
►UNEF Egypt 1956-1967
►UNOGIL Lebanon 1958    ....
►ONUC  Congo 1960-1964
►UNYOM Yemen 1963-1964

►UNTEA W. N. Guinea 1963-
1964

►UNIFCYP  Cyprus 1964-    ....

►DOMREP D. Republic 1965-
1966

►UNIPOM Kashmir 1965-1966
►UNEFME Egypt 1973-1979
►UNDOF Golan 1974-    ....
►UNIFIL  Lebanon 1978    ....

►UNGOMAP Afghanistan
1988-90

►UNIIMOG Iran-Iraq 1988-
1991

►UNTAG Namibia 1989-1990

►ONUCA C. America 1989-
1992

front. As dawn broke, the excellent "cut-off" possibilities of the company's field of fire became immediately apparent,
and a telephone line was quickly strung between the forward platoon and Company Headquarters to supplement the
wireless set. When daylight came and the men saw about 200 Germans moving along the road to their front, No. 15
Platoon held its fire and waited until the enemy came closer. Then, at a command, four Bren guns and seventeen rifles
opened fire on a target such as most of the men had never seen before. The enemy was caught flat-footed and paid
for it. Later Sgt. B.C. Parsons, commanding No. 15 Platoon, contacted Captain McDonnell to tell him what a perfect
"killing ground" the area on the company's right front would be for the battalion's mortars. Arrangements with the
mortar platoon to cover the area were quickly made, and between the rifle company and the mortar crews the eastern
approaches to Wagenborgen became a death trap to the enemy.14

The lull ended early in the morning of the 23rd when a runner from 7 Platoon reported to the commander of "A" Company that
several hundred Germans were forming up north-east of the town for an attack. Corporal Macklin, the NCO platoon commander, was
wounded during the night, and his place taken by Corporal Armstrong. During the ensuing counter-attack, the regimental history
notes that Armstrong did "very well." Captain Stewart Leslie Chambers, also, did well, and was recognized with the award of the
Military Cross in July 1945:

On 21 April 1945, Lieutenant Chambers was commanding "A" Company, 1st Battalion the Canadian Scottish Regiment
in the attack on Wagenborgen, Holland.

Patrols from the company had determined that the enemy was in position in considerable strength in the northern
outskirts of the town. By evening, the company, which was advancing along the railway tracks, was in position and
launched an attack. Against (stiff) opposition a wedge was driven into the town extending to the eastern limits, thus
cutting off any possible withdrawal. Lieutenant Chambers' company then proceeded to clear the remainder of the town
and pushed south to join up with "B" Company. During the night the enemy counter-attacked from the north in force
and succeeded in knocking out four of the tanks supporting Lieutenant Chambers' company. This officer directed his
men in a most able manner against an enemy force considerably stronger than his own. The commander of one of his
platoons was a casualty and Lieutenant Chambers kept continual personal contact with this platoon, giving the Non-
Commissioned Officer in command very valuable guidance and assistance and encouragement to the men by his
cheerful and confident bearing.

The leadership, undaunted courage and devotion to duty shown by Lieutenant Chambers in this difficult battle, which
was his first as a Company Commander, gave the men courage and helped to a great extent in the successful capture
of Wagenborgen.15

Chambers' first act after hearing of the enemy's intention to counter-attack was to call for artillery, and "C" Company, also observing
the enemy forming up, had likewise called for shellfire on the Germans now marching across their front. When the artillery did arrive,
it landed toward the rear of their column, with the effect of driving them toward Wagenborgen, cutting through their ranks and
disorganizing them. "A" Company was surrounded and outnumbered again. Hoping to seal the gap between their positions and "B"
Company, Chambers had requested support from the Carrier Platoon. The enemy now sliced any tenuous conact between the two
rifle companies, However, in the words of the regimental history:

Actually the enemy, unless he could overcome either of the companies, was himself in a trap, for on all sides he was
surrounded by Canadian Scottish companies which, although outnumbered, were so positioned that should the
Germans attempt to retreat in any direction they would run into a "killing ground" covered by Canadian Scottish
weapons. When it was realized that those of the enemy who got into the village between the two companies had either
Panzerfausts or Panzerschreck anti-tank weapons, Chambers sent a message to stop the carriers. In reply he was told
that tanks were available and were on the way up to help him.16

"B" Company had been heavily counter-attacked throughout the morning, pushed back each time with heavy losses. Major English
had returned to Tactical Headquarters by jeep before the main attack and contacted the troop of Governor General's Horse Guards
tanks at Siddeburen, offering to guide them up to "A" Company.

All went well until the jeep, followed by the four tanks, ran into a tree barricade across the road. The tanks were able to
push their way around it to the right, but English and his jeep had to make a wider detour to the left. Before he had
completed his detour to rejoin the tanks, the latter had clattered into "B" Company's area. Here, although warned of the
stretch of ground held by the enemy before he could reach "A" Company, the troop commander decided to race
through the village at high speed and take his chances.17

The lead tank was hit as it approached "A" Company's positions; the remainder turned right instead of turning left, and rolled into
German-occupied positions, where two more were knocked out. Only one tank of the four escaped the dash into the village. In the
meantime, fighting continued throughout the morning. At about noon, "B" Company spotted a party of roughly fifty enemy soldiers
trying to pass through their area from east to west - "C" Company effectively barred passage to the east and "A" Company was still
holding out in the north - and Major English decided to hold fire as they seemed "too disorganized" to be a counter-attack. As the
party entered an open field, the company opened up with five Bren guns and two 2-inch mortars, killing and wounding an estimated
90% and capturing the remainder. Major English received the Distinguished Service Order; his citation read in part:

Leading his company under cover of darkness against this town held by a strong force of determined and well dug-in
enemy, he skilfully directed his platoons through mines and heavy fixed line machine gun fire to the outskirts of the
town. As the attack progressed into the built up area, the fighting became fluid and furious. With utter disregard for his
personal safety, Major English moved from platoon to platoon giving a word of direction here and encouragement
there. After very heavy fighting, the town was captured but during the night the fanatical enemy launched three
counter-attacks, which were beaten off. By morning, "B" Company had linked up with "A" Company on the other side
of the town and the position was secured. The success of this attack was largely due to the leadership and skill
displayed by Major English. His actions in this engagement were an inspiration to all his men and were in accord with
the highest traditions of the Canadian Army.18

Fighting continued into the afternoon; one of "D" Company's platoons was sent to seal the gap between "A" and "B" which though
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narrowed, could not be sealed. A three-man carrying party did manage to get food and ammunition to "A" Company during the
afternoon. by nightfall, the small German infiltration parties had been thrown out of Wagenborgen and it was declared secure and in
the early morning of April 24th, the Irish Regiment of Canada relieved the Canadian Scottish Regiment in place, part of an overall
relief of the 7th Brigade by the 11th.

The capture of Wagenborgen, despite the confused fighting and somewhat isolated positions of the companies, was
one of the most successful actions in which the (Canadian Scottish Regiment) was engaged. With a loss of about 60

killed and wounded from the time the main attack went in, the battalion had wrought havoc among the enemy's ranks.

Of the latter, an estimated 200 were killed, wounded or taken prisoner. The enemy fought hard and at times
desperately, but they could not equal the well-led and battle-wise Canadian Scottish. The battalion had knocked the
enemy about on ground of his own choosing like a professional fighter battering a newcomer to the ring. It was one of
the few times, actually, when the enemy, determined to resist, was obviously poorly led and blundered time and again
into the "killing grounds" set up by the Scottish with drastic results.19

Battle Honours

In 1958, the Canadian Scottish Regiment received 17 Battle Honours for the Second World War, but the action at Wagenborgen had
not been included among them. Thirty years later, a former commanding officer set into motion events that eventually resulted in the
granting of the Battle Honour "Wagenborgen" for participation in these actions to:

 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade

The Canadian Scottish Regiment
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