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People 

• Brides •
Brittany Atkinson & David Hill, December 15

Maegen Hill & Andrew Rees, February 2
Samantha Carson &David Ingram, February 16 

Morgan Birch & Joe Hart, March 23

T-FF 10:30-5:30

Clover Alley Gifts

CLOSEDD MONDAY Sat.. 10:30-2

203 N. Moose • Morrilton • 501-354-0266

Anniversary
Stacey & Charles

Bingham
Congratulations!

12-12-12

25th

MR. AND MRS. KINCANNON
THEN NOW

50th Anniversary

Carl and Wanda Kincannon
will observe the celebration of
their 50th wedding anniversary
Saturday, Dec. 15, from 2 to 4
p.m. at the Downtown Church
of Christ Family Life Center in
Morrilton with a reception host-
ed by their daughters. They
were married Dec. 15, 1962, by
Bro. Everett Evans at the
Downtown Church of Christ.

Mr. Kincannon is the son of
the late Jesse and Minnie
Kincannon of Perry. Mrs.
Kincannon is the former Wanda
Gentry of Perry. He is retired
from the rural mail carriers and
a retired farmer. She worked at

Compton Mills until it closed. 
They are the parents of

Ninette Morse of Perry and
Marilyn Webster and husband
Brad of Huntsville, Ala. They
have two grandsons, James
Webster of Huntsville, Ala., and
Chris Webster and wife Danielle
of Minot, N.D. They have three
great-grandchildren, Jackson,
Brenden and Liam Webster of
Minot, N.D.

Family and friends are invit-
ed to join them in this celebra-
tion. They respectfully request
no gifts; cards are welcome.
Local invitations will not be
sent.

FamilyMoments•FamilyMemories•FamilyTiesForever

JOYCE JONES and her daughter, Jane Carroll, and her
daughter, Jennifer Sablan, left, and son Ryan Sablan, and his
baby daughter, Cadance, and Crystal Ross and her daughter,
Skyler Jones, and baby son, Wyatt Burnett, meet for
Thanksgiving and are joined by three sets of twins, which made
a joyful Thanksgiving. This represents two sets of five genera-
tions.

PJ Garden Club
plans Christmas
party, luncheon
By ÅNITA WALKER
Special to Headlight                        

The Petit Jean Garden Club
will meet  at noon Friday, Dec.
l4, for its annual Christmas
potluck at the home of Sue
Mourot. Janna Virden and
Maycel Simpson will help with
the hostess duties.

This is a long-standing tradi-
tion for the garden club to gath-
er for a fun, festive lunch and
party at a member’s home.

Please let one of the host-
esses know if you do not plan to
attend.

‘Finding Peace’
to be topic at
Lifetree Cafe
Special to Headlight                        

Life-and-death decisions,
hardships, and disabilities will
be discussed at Lifetree Café
tonight (Wednesday) at 6:30
p.m.

This program features an
exclusive film about a couple
who learned that their unborn
child would have profound dis-
abilities. “This couple made a
life-changing decision,” says
Lifetree representative Craig
Cable. “Their story of uncondi-
tional love during difficult
times is a true inspiration.”

Admission to the 60-minute
event is free. Snacks and bever-
ages are available. Lifetree Café
is located on the campus of
Family Life Worship Center at
1309 Highway 9 in Morrilton.

Lifetree Café is a place where
people gather for conversations
about life and faith in a casual
coffeehouse-type setting. Ques-
tions about Lifetree may be
directed to Aimee McClaren by
calling (501) 354-4400 and
leaving a message. Your call
will be returned.

No Lifetree Café will be held
on Dec. 26.

Living Nativity
to be at FBC of
Russellville

The Living Nativity present-
ed by First Baptist Church,
Russellville, is a live portrayal
of the true meaning of
Christmas. It will be Dec. 21,
22, and 23, from 7 to 9 p.m. on
the lawn of Bank of America,
Main Street, Russellville.

On Sunday, Dec. 23, at 6:30
p.m., will be a worship service.
All are welcome to join togeth-
er in celebrating the birth of
Christ.

REV. GARRISON

Garrison to
speak at
Hattieville

The Rev. Alton Garrison will
speak at Hattieville Family
Worship Center, 26 Highway
213 in Hattieville, Sunday, Dec.
16, at the 9 and 10 a.m. servic-
es. The church is located at
intersection of Highways 213
and 95.

Garrison serves as the assis-
tant general superintendent of
the Assemblies of God. In addi-
tion, he serves as the executive
director of the Division of
Church Ministries and Dis-
cipleship, giving oversight to 11
departments that serve children,
youth, and adults.

He served as executive direc-
tor of U.S. Missions from 2005-
2007, overseeing 1,073 U.S.
missionaries and more than 450
chaplains across the United
States and in military installa-
tions around the world.

Garrison served as superin-
tendent of the Arkansas District
from 2001-2005. During his
four years as superintendent, he
launched a district mentoring
ministry for pastors with the
District Coaching Group and
local church leadership through
the Arkansas Cohort Group.
Prior to this, Garrison pastored
First Assembly of God in North
Little Rock, for 15 years.
Throughout his pastorate, First
Assembly saw significant
growth, both numerically and
financially. In 1996, First
Assembly gave $1.4 million to
world and U.S. missions.

Garrison served as an evan-
gelist from 1968-1985.

Garrison and his wife,
Johanna, have one daughter,
Lizette, and one grandson. He
has authored the books: “Hope
in America’s Crisis,” “Building
a Winning Team,” “Acts 2
Church,” and “The 360°
Disciple.” Mrs. Garrison
authored the book “Tangled
Destinies,” an account of her
family’s hardships through the
Nazi holocaust and an
Indonesian revolution and their
subsequent immigration to the
United States. 

—Photo by Mallory Sweeden
CHOIR MEMBERS Norma Johnson, from left, Helen

Allison, Gay Lyn Eby and Daniel Greer rehearse as Conductor
Preston Sweeden directs with accompanist Zoe Butler at the
organ.

DANIEL CLINE, CELLIST

Festival of
Lessons/Carols
to be at FUMC
By ANNE QUEEN
Special to Headlight                         

A Festival of Lessons and
Carols will be presented by the
Chancel Choir of First United
Methodist Church Monday,
Dec. 17, at 7 p.m. The 30-mem-
ber choir is directed by seasoned
Conductor Preston Sweeden,
who has served as music minis-
ter for 20 years.

This will be the choir’s 17th
performance of Lessons and
Carols, using an ancient theme
of the fall and redemption of
man but with variation of the
musical renditions following the
lessons from the Holy Bible.

A visit to choir rehearsal on
Wednesdays or Sundays gives a
preview of the performance.
Conductor Sweeden and organ-
ist/pianist Zoe Butler work dili-
gently as a skilled team to lead
choir members to the exact
pitch, tempo and volume appro-
priate for each number. 

Working 45 minutes on one of
the numbers (a new and difficult
one for this choir), they demon-
strate their ear for precision,
knowledge, patience and good
humor.

After an hour and 15 minutes
of the whole choir rehearsing,
some sections are dismissed as
altos and sopranos are asked to
stay for further drill. Questions
are asked, eliciting humorous
responses, and an air of cooper-
ative good humor and persistent
practice prevails.

Conductor Sweeden comes
well prepared for his music min-
istry. In addition to his hard
work, good ear and pleasant
humor, he is skilled in music
preparation. He has a bachelor’s
degree in voice music from
Arkansas Tech University and a
master’s degree from University
of Central Arkansas. His experi-
ence includes teaching music in
schools, maintaining an inde-
pendent piano studio, and per-
forming in musical comedies.
He keeps current in music asso-
ciations and participates in inter-
church music events.

The organist/pianist Zoe
Butler is a graduate in music
from University of Central
Arkansas and has been the lead
instrumental musician at FUMC
for decades. Her piano and
organ voluntaries lead congre-
gational worship, each Sunday
eliciting an “Amen” from the
congregation.

In addition to these two lead-
ers, the 30 choir members are
dedicated, hardworking and
well-trained. At practice the
conductor was heard to say,
“Please study that at home so
you’ll know how to do it here.”
It was obvious that choir mem-
bers do just that. As they came

to a section where they sang a
cappella, the harmony was per-
fect, sounding like a well-tuned
organ.

Special treats of the candle-
light Festival of Lessons and
Carols evening will include
John Gibson’s solo introducing
the choir processional to “Once
in Royal David’s City,” guest
cellist Daniel Cline’s two solos,
Sean Sweeden’s new composi-
tion, “Gloria,” and the Dr.
Clarence Mannasmith Bell
Choir. The Rev. Todd-Paul
Taulbee, church pastor, will read
the lessons from Scripture.

Cellist Daniel Cline is cur-
rently a member of the
Rockefeller String Quartet, the
Arkansas Symphony Orchestra,
and faculty of Hendrix College.
He has a Bachelor of Music
degree from Eastman School of
Music, Rochester, N.Y., and a
Master of Music degree from
the Cleveland Institute of Music.
His master class performances
include those for Yo-Yo Ma,
Lynn Harrell, and Janos Starker.
The solos he will perform are
“Apres un Reve” by Faure and
“Minuet I and II from Suite No.
1 in G Major” by J.S. Bach.

Other choir members are
Helen Allison, Kathy Bryan,
Paula Carter, Stephen Carter, Pat
Donnell, Darren Drone, Beth
DuVall, Gay Lyn Eby, Brandon
Faciane, Chrissy Gibson, Mack
Gibson, Nan Gibson, Shandee
Gordon, Daniel Gordon, Daniel
Grear, Sally Hughes, Leann
Haynes, Norma Johnson,
Robert Liebendorfer, Amanda
Lunsford, Emily Oates, Kay
Osborne, Stephanie Smittle,
Mallory Sweeden, Pat Sweeden,
Val Temple, Kendra Thomas,
Katy Yerina, and percussionists
Blake Eby, Ethan DuVall and
Sean Sweeden.

Congregational singing of
familiar carols will be included
in this worship service. After the
service, a reception with refresh-
ments will be served in the fel-
lowship hall by the church’s fel-
lowship team, of which Joan
Filomeno is chairman. A nursery
will be provided. The church is
located at 201 South Chestnut in
Morrilton.

GOTTSPONER-SPONER FAMILIES

Gottsponer-Sponer reunion
By KENNY BACK
Special to Headlight                         

Sept. 15, St. Vincent saw a
reunion of the Joseph and
Clementine Gottsponer/Frank
and Clementine Sponer fami-
lies. Records show that all three
arrived at New York on Oct. 1,
1883, from Switzerland aboard
The Normandie.

Clementine Wiesen wed
Joseph Gottsponer Jan. 7, 1884,
and lived in the St. Vincent
community. They had six chil-
dren: Adolph “Ralph” (Eliza-
beth Zimmerman), St. Vincent;
Caroline (Peter) Kisel, Lakin,
Kan.;  Joseph (Caroline Vetter),
Morrilton; Mary (Charley)
Zimmerman, St. Vincent; Lena
(Willie) Beck, St. Vincent, and
Josephine (John) Zimmerman,
Oppelo.

Joseph lost his life in a
drowning accident at Overcup
Creek Jan. 11, 1897. Frank
Sponer and Clementine Wiesen
Gottsponer were wed Aug. 26,
1899, and they also lived in the
St. Vincent community. Five
children were born to this
union: Oscar (Jan. 20, 1900 –
Feb. 8, 1914), Ida (Bill) Brown,
Dumas; Bill (May Burgener),
St. Vincent; Emma (Harley)
Wade, Conway; Alfred (The-
resia Pfeifer), St. Vincent.
Frank died Sept. 5, 1912.

Clementine continued her
residency in the St. Vincent
Community at what is now the
Em Sponer home; she lived to
the age of 78 and died April 12,
1944.

The reunion was very suc-
cessful bringing families from
locations all around Arkansas
and some from out of state. All
the named first generation peo-
ple are deceased; second gener-
ation people attending were:
Carl and Mary Gottsponer and
Betty (Hoyt) Gottsponer, Louis
and Francie Gottsponer, Bertha
(Jacob) Gottsponer, Glenda
(Herman) Gottsponer, Clara
Marie Acklin of the Joe and
Carrie Gottsponer family; Otto
and Pat (Clifton) Zimmerman,

Bertha (Carl) Zimmerman,
Monica (Bill) Zimmerman and
Martha (Nick Huddleston)/-
(Bill) Alvey of the Mary and
Charley Zimmerman family;

Marie (Adolph) Andres of
the Lena and Willie Beck fami-
ly; Irene (Fred) Hoyt, Helen
(Carl) Hoyt/(Bob) Greeson,
Bernice Patterson, Fred and
Becky Zimmerman of the Josie
and John Zimmerman family;
Emelene (Frank) Glover,
Barbara and Dewayne Terry of
the Ida and Bill Brown family;
Loretta and Bill McAllister,
Grace (Hollis) Bates, Tom and
Mildred Sponer, Betty (Ross
Guzzo) and Jeffery Francis,
Robert and Diane Sponer (Bill
and May Sponer Family);
Louise and Bob French (Emma
and Harley Wade Family);
Christine (Leo) Rhea, Martha
and Norbert Fougerousse,
Emerita Sponer, of the Alfred
and Theresia Sponer Family. 

Descendants on down
through the fourth- and fifth-
and sixth-generations attended,
bringing total attendance to
approximately 335 people.
Traveling farthest were Betty
(Sponer) Guzzo-Francis, Russ
and Jared Guzzo from Los
Angeles area, Calif., (1,478
miles) representing second-,
third- and fourth-generation of
the Bill and May Sponer family;
Theresia (Miller) Diller,
Richard and Raymond Diller
from Garden City, Kan., (607
miles) third- and forth-genera-
tion Caroline and Peter Kisel
family descendants; Peggy
(Hoyt) and David Weaver from
Collierville, Tenn., (220 miles)
third-generation Josie and John
Zimmerman family descen-
dants.

Oldest attending of the
Gottsponer descendants was
Helen Greeson (88) daughter of
Josie and John Zimmerman;
oldest of the Sponer descen-
dants was Emelene Glover (91),
daughter of Ida Sponer Brown.

MJHS to hold annual
‘Spirit of Giving’ drive
Special to Headlight                        

Morrilton Junior High
School’s Christian Student
Union will collect food and cash
donations during the eighth
annual “Spirit of Giving” drive
until Dec. 14.

CSU will compete with other
schools in Arkansas for the
“Spirit of Community” award
and a $1,500 cash prize donated
by Stallion Transportation
Group. All donated food will
stay in the local community for
immediate distribution to the
needy through alliance mem-
bers. The local partner organi-
zation is Bread of Life Food
Pantry (a ministry of First
Baptist Church), located at 200
E. Church St.

“Let there be no mistake,
hunger touches every communi-
ty in our state effecting friends,
neighbors and coworkers. It’s
hard to imagine that one in six
Arkansans is uncertain about
where they will get their next
meal. We are doing something
about that, and your participa-
tion is critical to our efforts,”
said Kathy Webb, executive
director of the alliance.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture ranks Arkansas as
having the first highest incidence
of food insecurity in the nation,
and the numbers of hungry
Arkansans continues to grow.

The items most needed by the
food banks include canned
meats, canned/packaged meals,
peanut butter, cereal, soups,
canned vegetables, canned
fruits, 100 percent juices, pasta
and pasta sauces. For safety rea-
sons, items packaged in glass
are not preferred.

The food drive is sponsored
by KATV-Channel 7, US Bank,
Stallion Transportation Group,
B98.5 Radio and the Arkansas
Activities Association. A com-
plete listing of food collection
sites and times can be found on
the alliance website: www.-
ARhungeralliance.org.

Food bank members of the
Arkansas Hunger Relief Alliance
include the Arkansas Foodbank,
Food Bank of North Central
Arkansas, Food Bank of
Northeast Arkansas, Harvest
Texarkana, Northwest Arkansas
Food Bank, River Valley Regional
Food Bank and Project Hope.

Family Life Worship
Center to celebrate
Christmas Dec. 16
Special to Headlight                        

Join Pastor Lenora Allison
and Associate Pastor Aimee
McClaren at Family Life
Worship Center on Dec. 16 at
11 a.m. for a dramatic sermon
and Christmas program titled
“The True Meaning of
Christmas.”

Look into the life of one fam-
ily and see how they celebrate
Christmas. Go with Santa Claus
as he looks into his bag and dis-
covers what Christmas is all
about. Come discover the true
meaning of Christmas.

Also, begin to make plans for
Family Life Worship Center’s
candlelight service, “The Light
of Christmas,” Sunday, Dec. 23,
at 6 p.m. This is a candlelight
celebration that will include the
children’s choir, along with the
adult worship team, singing
Christmas songs and perform-
ing Scripture readings. Goodie
bags will be given to everyone
who attends.

Christmas 
candlelight 
service to be FBC

On Sunday, Dec. 23, at 5
p.m., there will be a Christmas
candlelight service in the sanc-
tuary at First Baptist Church in
Morrilton that is open to the
whole community. This service
will last approximately 30 min-
utes.
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