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R - : ——— - : Page one
- Sepfember 7,1967

The below quotation was taken from the origiual hand writing

of Levi W. Groff found on .the inside cover of the original Hans ' Graf

Bible, As of the date this 1s written the Bible is in the gossession

of Mr. and Mrs. ilelvin Foose Oreland Rd., New Holland Route #2, Penns.

"1 hereby certify that I often heard ny parents say this old
German Bible printed in 1580 was brought to this country by "old
Hans Graf" in the year 1596, and settled on this " 0ld FParm in Vest
Earl Township, Lancnster County,Peuna." Mow called Groff's dale in
1717 on his grant of 1419 acres from John,Thom=ss and Richard Peun's
for 141 1bs., 18 shillings equal to $686.80, And built there on his
favorite spot a small house within 20 yvards of the old present man-

-

sion said mansioun was afterwards built by his son David in 1753,

£ L
L

cIten

6]

The foundation of his first original building wa
shown by the writer to desceundants and others and can plain to be
seen yet. The said meusion built in 1753 was rebullt in 1853 by
Levi W, Groff, "Centennial Buildlng”

After 01d Hans death this 01d Bible came in gossession
of his son David until he died. Then his son Dayid Jr. had it until
his death, from David Jr., to my father John Groff, until his death
in 1857, And from that time it is my vossession.

Hans and his descendants from stey to step mentioned
above 2ll born and died in the 01d Haus Graf farm, excepting. Hans
was born in the foreign country. Barbars, widow of the first mention-
ed David lived in the small house in the good west of the 061d
mension until her death in 1814 in her 93rd year,

She lived in widowhood 30 years and 65 years ou the 014

Farm. My father's, account of his grandmother's Barbarats funeral
expenses, | receipts and many old papers, releases of all the above

2 v % . 1]
Groff's, Hans land warrsnts from Peunns are all in my pcssessiona

Levi W. Croff
July lst - 1892 in my/80th year




Page two

" From 01d Faperg®

Hans Groff, died in 1746, =2ge not known
David Groff died in 1784 in his 64th year (sou of lians)
David Groff Jr. died in 1799 in his 28th year (son of David)

Johun Groff died in 1857 in his 80th year (John my father
son of David Jr.)

All the above Groff's are buried at the CGroffdale oldl -
Mennonite lMeeting Ilouse, In sight of the said 0ld Farm
in the Township, Couunty and State mentioned above.
Weight of Bible 151bs. 502z.

The mentioned Groff's born =nd died on the s~id 0ld Form
exception "0ld Hans wsos from the Dld Counfry.

Bible printed 1in 1580

"Printed by Christopher Fro Shower"



AFFIDAVIT

COMMéNWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA )
SS:

COUNTY OF LANCASTER ;

Before me, a Notary Public in and for the County and
Commonwealth afo;esaid, personally appeared Charles B. Grove,
who, being duly sworn according to law; deposes and says that
the portion of the attached Exhibit "A" in quotes is a true and
correct copy of the words inscribed by Levi W. Groff on the
inside cover of the original Hans Graf Bible, which Bible is in
the poésession of Mr. and Mrs., Melvin Foose, Oreland ﬁoad,

R. D. #2, New Holland, Pennsylvania.

Sworn and subscribed to )
before me, this ::QQ-’?('day )
of September, 1967. ) "
£ A 7
Yl » . ) Charles B4/ Grove
i wfr? A 7 :
ddae, B A g bimgent _
./ Notary Public (J )
My Commission Expires: )

AN A
\:; %62 L:)‘}/ G776



