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PREFACE

“To let our elderly relatives die without recording their memories is
like burning down a library” Paul Harvey, 6/17/82.

Erwin Carlson, the eldest grandchild of John and Ingrid Jacobson, has
preserved for us this account as he heard it directly from the pioneers in
conversations with his ograndparents, his mother, Annie, Aunt Esther, Louise
Carlson, and Christopher Knutson. His keen memory, appreciation for beauty
and concern for detail have added feeling and depth to the narrative which
he has written with remarkable clarity. We have left it in Erwin's own
handwriting to preserve as much as possible this original touch with the
past.

Erwin, himself a child of the frontier, was born January 22, 1898, on
a homestead in Veblen, South Dakota. After his family moved to Evansville,
Minnesota, he attended school there through the eighth grade and grew up in
the very atmosphere which he describes. With farming as his occupation and
horticulture as his hobby, he and his wife, Alice, and four children have
made their home on a farm south of Evansville. Erwin found time to write the
family history during the long winter evenings after the chores were done.
He added clippings and pictures from contemporary publications as well as
family photographs made through the years.

We are indebted to Irwin Hernes for tracing the family records back
through seven generations in Norway. Our thanks to Evangeline Cookson for
typing the genealogy, to Elsie Fearn for help in correspondence.

Ella and Helen Mae have added a tribute to their parents, Esther and
Adolph Pearson. e suggest that each family do the same, adding pages to
this continuing story.

My own faith has been strengthened to see how the Lord has kept and
blessed His own from generation to generation. From the time when the
Word of God entered the homes of so many cottagers in the days of Hans
Nielson Hauge in Morway there has been a chain of faith in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ which has reached down to us. In a way., this is an answer to
the Lord Jesus' prayer in John 17:20, "My prayer in not for them alone.

I pray for those who will believe in me through their message."”

Myrtle Jacobson Wilder,
Editor
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Part |
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Pages
b 1o 1- 36

This is the recora of Jacob Larson Valli, his wife, Ragnild,
and their family of six sons and one daughter who came to
America in l#864¥. HKagnild became the leading figure of this
dramatic story when her husband and three children died in
Iowa.

Part [l
John Jacobson, a Builder . . « « « & « & &« « « « 37=92

John, the son of Jacob, who signed his name, "John Jacobson
Valli," tcock over as the head of the family which this book
commemorates., Leaf Mountain is the setting for PART II where
we see this builder at work on the farm, in the community and
in the church.

The Campud Branch' & & o e 5 50 6 a0 @ e o -5 & 0w A893=120

The central character in this section is Ingrid Iversdatter
Camrud Jacobson, a courageous, devoted companion and mother.
To some of us she was "Grandma Jacobson."

Part IV

The 400-Year-0ld Family Tree . « ¢« « o« o« s « s« « 121 =

The picture and data pages are arranged in the order of birth
of the Jacobson family:

carl, Jacob, and Iver (no descendants)

Anna, Mary, Martin, August, William, Esther, Ruben
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THE 400-YEAR-OLD FAMILY TREE

The dates cover a period of four centuries, The geneclogies
extend through twelve, and in some families, thirteen generations.
The data concerning our ancesters in Norway is based on a chart
prepared by Irwin Hernes who consulted documents frombarisn re-
cords, census reports, and other legal records in the archives at
Hamar, Norway. Statistics of the Kamrud line are from records in
the Ulnes, Valdres church sent by Gulik Kamrud to Erwin Carlson.

Notice that the last names are formed by adding "son" or
"datter" to the father's first name and further distinguished by
adding the name of the farm or place where the head of the family
was beorn,

THE JACOBSON LINE
Tollef Jensen, 1580 and Brynild Kjeldsdatter
Jens Tellefsen, 1616 and Guri Andersdatter
Dagfin Jensen, 1658 and Kari Olsdatter, 1658-1736
Agnetta Dagfinsdatter, 1720, and Nils Pedersen, 1713-1773
Lars Larson Harkeng, 1747, and Anna Wilsdatter, 1753-1823
Lars Larson Valli, 1780-1862, and Kjersti Jacobsdatter, 1778
Jacob Larson Valli, 1813-1862 and Ragnild Ingebretsdatter, 1815-1904
Jon Jacobson Valli, 1851-1925 and Ingrid Iversdatter Kamrud 1850-1936

THE KAMRUD LINE
Lars Wilhelmsen, 1727-1788, bought the Kamrud farm in 1760.
Iver Larson Kamrud, 1746-1830 (died at age 84)
Lars Iverson Kamrud, 1794-1780, (age 76)
his wife, Marit Halvorsdatter, 1797-1873 (age 76)
Iver Larson Kamrud, 1815-1894 (age 79)
his wife, Marit Ivarsdatter Hippe, 1814-1904 (age 920)
Ingrid Iversdatter Kamrud, 1850-1936 (age 86) married Jon Jacobson

THE JOHN AND INGRID JACOBSON FAMILY
John Jacobson Valli, born July 12, 1851, died April 28, 1925
Ingrid Iversdatter Kamrud, born April 12,1850, died July 19,1936

Carl, born May 19, 1873 died June 26, 1960 (no children)
Anna, born Jan 24, 1875 died Nov. 26, 1955
Jacob, born 1877 died Dec. 15, 1935 (not married)
Iver, born Apr., 1, 1879 died Mar. ‘17, 1952 (not married)
Baby Maria, b. May 2, 1881 died Sept. 2, 1882
Mary, born Oct.12, 1883 died June 17, 1971
Martin born Feb.26, 1887 died June 24, 1955
August born lov. 9, 1888 died June 11, 1974

William born Mar, 8, 1891
Esther born Feb. 2, 1893 died Oct. 4, 1976
Ruben born Nov.25, 1896 died June 3, 1976




Kagnild JIngebreladatier JLarson,
with her huaband, Jacob Larson,
aon of Lars Larsen Valli, im-
migrated to the U.S.A. in 1868.

Jheir home in llorway was Gaard
Valli near the Arctic Circle
in Nattfjelldal, MNowrdland.

0 the nine members of the

tamily who Lefi llorway thede
four aurvived.




Ingrid Camrud Jacobaon

Originally apelled with "R" the
change {o "Camrud" waa adopied
and regialered <n the U.S5.A4.
lother Ingrid had beautiful,
{ong brown hair which she wore

aa a braided crown.

Jvar I. Camrud with his asona

Richard, WNartin, Joseph, and Ldwin.

Jvar, whose home was in Buxion, N.d.,

wad also hnown asa "Buxton Jvar.”
1918




Jobn Jacobson Ingrid Kamrud Jacobson

d#lare Anmw Fsther
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Jurkeys on the Big HiLLL
"Stor Gakhen"




AL ten children
were predend for the

Golden Wedding

June, 1922

fagle Lahe Free Church diatrict #70 School Houase
Jhe family cemelery {oi ia here.




House of Valli :
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Iree Homestead Land in USA
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Arrival in Uuebec, Canada...... Cadmar, Jowa 7
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Ragnild Ingebretadatter 11

Insert:
From research done by Irwin Herness who consulted the parish

registry in Hamar, Norway, we have this information concerning John
Jacobson's mother refered to on page 1 as Ragnild Iversdatter.

Ragnild was born September 15, 1815, a daughter of Engebret
Iversen Neerlie and his wife, Mari Erlingsdatter (Fron parish
register 1799-1816, page 239). Engebret Iversen Neerlie sold his
farm Neerlie in the year 1823. He and his family moved to the

nnrthern part of Nnrway
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Lite on the Trail T3

Ll ,{Z? Jza[ af & Convtnsrsmd
e é_j%" jﬁ,gw S

.--\I-t-lm Mw C-\U'HJM *“"M_J }W%L’U

i

—_

jjmmM MMJ%
v, Aid Alhineid pane wAZone .
,@ﬁ ? W ,z.—sq..» f&{/ v-*-«fw'v-t‘—‘-"“;c

M»ér > %Mmﬁ%

Aot ?4. Ma@,ﬂ/w%%
IIE/M »C;— Qb ad .
,0?/; ‘aned adhesLart
mwmm M it f ol ony
M«j
E&, M Jz: Clocck zr

W&m!?é’i’ e,
-«wwﬂ;m&%%%@q Car aras

§ et _,;;?; fosa
+wff%%% f""""L‘b



14 Fort Chippewa--04d Brandon

L
Froiry AL p Ly s o Coet oy
PWLJ#MW/C»M .



At Home in a dugout 15
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Citizenship

On lHovember 21, 1882 Kagnild Larson Jacobson became a
naturalized citizen of the United Statea. On coming to Minnesola
she dropped The dLarson name to conform with the American way of

regisdlering famidy namea.

Her son, John Jacobaon, wenil with her to Jergua Jalla,
Minnesota where thida was registered in the Uitertail County

Cowrdt HNHowac.
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26 liother Kagnild, age 70, (oea to i1.D. Chriatian'a Well
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28 Chrisatian Struck by a Train
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The breath-taking, backbreaking labors of
Grandpa’s well-diggers had much to do

with where and how we farm today. They

also give us some good adventure reading

By Homer Croy. author of Corn Country, copyright 1947,
I.i’.u_-. article was taken from the book -"1;:1.1.1."”.'“'. of r"'r ﬁu"‘.: ;rr
The book may be had _.I"H.'-'-'.' Duell, 1, a@nd f"fn.r.-.f', New York
16, New York, 83.

A PROBLEM presented to the early settler was water.
Not merely rain, but well water. Especially was this true in
what became known as the “tablelands.” These were high
and proved 1o e semiarid, but the pioneers were hunting
“free land."” The thing was to “stake” down a farm. And
this they did—and how many hearthreaks this gave the
people! S

There were few rivers, few creeks, hardly any natural
springs. The rivers that existed had a way of drying up in
summer. Enough water to live by became a problem. The
people held on. 1t would rain next year; wonderful crops
would bloom. One good yvear in seven took care of all the
bad ones. Thev believed this and, within reason, it was true.

The first settlers took up the land around the springs;
those who came later had to do the best they could. The
maost important thing on a farm was the well; the house and
barn would be located 1 t; the whole future life of the
family z'i:l[.:ll'd around |E~..|: well. This was not simple, for
the farmer had to go to unbelievable depths.

N

b{):k[[.'] IMES he would, with the help of a relative or a
neighbor, try o put down a well himsell. But it was dis-
covered that digging a well was a vastly complicated proc-
ess. The hirst thing was depth. Some of the wells went down
300 fect. This may not seem very much until it is compared
to something familiar; this would be roughly even 1o seven
windmills standing one on top of the ather. And those wells
were put down by fend. No machinery: just back and
muscle,

A trade of well-digger grew up. Men went through the
country with team and wagon, with a derrick sticking out
of the wagon. But the derrick was not made for diggine; it
was for hoisting the dirt. The digeging was done by hand.
Every swing of the pick and every push of the shovel || wd to
Lédone by hand. The loose dirt was put into a bucket, then
the helper at the top started reeling. And so did i at the
thought of irt.

On the wall, in the museum of the Nebraska State Histor-
ical Society, in Lincoln, is something
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that makes my blood run cold. It tells a
terrifving story. This is a set of well-dig-
ging tools—a pick and shovel. Thev are
crussed into a letter X, The pick has a
short handle which shows it has had long
service; the grip has been broken off the
shovel; in fact, the shovel has been worn
almost away.

AND well it might be, for this pick and
shovel belonged to Nils Christensen who,
for more than 30 years, dug wells on the
high tablelands. IT the wells he dug were
stuod one on top of the other, they would
go down into the carth more than wo
miles! He put down many 300-foat wells,
Wells he sank are still in use, Their walls
are amazingly true,

Once he heard a peculiar sound,
looked up and saw, to his horror, that
the rope had broken and that the bucket,
loaded with dirt and rock, was coming
down at a fearful rate. He flattened him-
sell against the wall. The bucket hit the
bottom with a mighty thud; as it went by,
it tore some of the skin off his body,

When he recovered he looked up, but
his helper was not there. The man had
not even locked down in the well, but
had started to a neighbor’s to get help to
bring up the body. To their amazement,
when they arrived, the body was calling
10 them. Another bucket was procured,
a rope fastened, and Christensen was
brought to the top. His hurts were
bound; then he lay down and rested.
The next day the amazing man was
back at his well-digging,

Joe Grewe was another of those in-
credible, traveling well-diggers. 1 want
te pay homage to them, for if they had
not sunk these wells, the settlers would
not have lived there. But they sank them
—this amazing crew—and the setters
did live there. Joe was a short man of
strength and was proud of his work, He
traveled from one neighborhood o an-
other and liked to talk about who had
“Joc Grewe wells.” And he might well do
so, lor these wells were of extraordinary
straightness and depth.

He invented a steel hook which
fastened the rope w the bail of the
bucker; it could be quickly unfastened
and the work of dumping out the load of
dirt could be shortened. He worked at a

fearful pace. It is said thar once he sank a
el

well 65 feer deep in one day by hims

That is, with only a helper 1o hoist. He
worked chicfly west of Valentine, Ne-
braska. The hardest stratum to conguer
was the MNiobrara chalk rock. But Joe
conquered it; he could conquer anything.

When he was digging, the people in
that section kept track of how he was
getting along. When he struck water,
there was always a celebration. Joe was
the hero—and he liked it a little swag-
gering, then. People brought their meals
and had a picnic; up and down would go
the bucket, everybody,tasting the water.

The reason was the people, then, knew
approximately how deep the wells on
their land would have to go and about
how much they would have to pay.
Then they would not have to haul water.
What a task that was! Sometimes men
had to haul water seven miles across
the prairies. Not a pleasant job.

HE WAS called to go back to one of the
first wells he had dug; some obstruction
had come. His pride was touched; a
Joe Grewe well never failed. He would
remedy the trouble without charge.

He set up his derrick, straddled the
bucket, as he always did, and told his
man to lower away. There was water in
the well, Joe found, but not encugh to be
a threat. He began digging with his
short-handled picﬁ? then there came to
the people waiting at the top the sound
of Joe putting loose rock into the bucket.
He struck the rope, which was the hoist
signal, and the bucket began to creak i
way up. His man looked down; Joe was
all right. No well-damp.

Unknown to Joe, the steel catch had
become worn and now it snapped. The
body was finally got out. A community
funeral was held. Once again, just as so
many times before, he was the center of a
neighborhood gathering,

His kin still live there, and they are
proud to say they are descended from
Joe Grewe. It means something when
you know what the deep-well men con-
tributed to the settlement of this section.

WELLS were tremendously important;
sometimes they were dangerous, for they
were open at the top. Water was drawn
up by a chain running over a steel pulley.
{How well 1 know the sound!) The
buckets were long, corrugated cylinders
with a plunger ar the bottom so that the
Bbucket would fill. {Nostalgic mote: Do you
emember how, when you reeled the
bucket up, the water kept running out of
he leaky bottom? And how yvou would
ush that bottom up with your finger so
he water would rush out? Come now!
Don’t pretend you are so young you can’t
remember that.)
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Ragnild died at age 94

(1815-1909)
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Kagnidd treasured a hymnbook which had befonged to her son,

Kard jJakobaon Valli. Her favorite
dove, " "3 Will Praise My Lord."

deg vid mig Herren {ove,

Som mine aynder bar.

At tro og al formue

JidL Ham mit hjerte alaar;
Hana llavn vil jeg der akrive,
Og baere tif min dod.

Han han mig sorg fordrive,
Ug ahille mig fra nod.

yud giv mig del at Laere,

Som aefv jeg ihhe han!

dig bor ashe tak af aere

Af kvinde og af mand.

Gud giv mig del L ainde

AL dove Herren god,

Um jeg er ude, inde,

Han faederaker mil angera mod.

hymn waa,

"deg Vil liig Nerren

0 Jesus, {fivesens Herre,

du hore hvad jeg bad,

du vidde hoa mig vaere

Saa bldir mit hjerie glad.

Ug giv mig naader dine,

Naar jeg bortasove skal,
Irels mig fra Helvedsa pine,
For mig Lif Himmeriga aal.

HNan {igner asolen hiare,
Vidt over verden bodld,

4som ahkhinner aabenbare

Jeg giv mig Ham i vodid.
Han kan velf asorgen alfuhhe
del fundel er med mig.

in tienecale vil jeg rekhe
0 Jesus det fLover jeg dig.
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deg vil mig Herren love.
Salme 285, 08, 143, 402, 478, 481, 654,
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The Pioneers
(Nmrp_asn wagons left their wheel tracks on the virgn,
_+ western soil,

And the prairie’s hidden riches beckoned to the men of
toil.

And they took the challenge bravely, built thetr homes
of log and sod, .

Lived like brothers with their neighbors, fearing, trust-
ing, loving God.

Then as years rolled by, their churches slender spires
reared above

Waving fields and growing farmsteads, pointing to eter-
nal love.

This was their achievement's glory! They had built a
dwelling place

For their God whose arm had led them throwgh the
many weary days.

IVas it right to keep such blessings to taemselves? Ol
no, tndeed !

They must find a way to share them with fuonanity in
need.

So devoutly Christian women set aboul to make therr
plans.

Through their “aids” to spread the Gospel, shed its
light to distent lands,

Give the aged and the orphan shelter, clothing. food
and care,

Search the slusns and aid the fallen, helping cach Ius
cross lo bear,

Thus they did the Master's bidding through the years
field and fold

And the blessings of their labors blessed the workers
manyfold.
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F  COWS GO HOME IN NORWAY. As winter approaches, Norwegian farmers round
| up their individual herds, which have grazed together on mountain pastures, and
lead them home to winter quarters in the valleys, Here, two herdsmen who probably

will see little of one another during the cold months, shake hands warmly before

v going their separate ways.




All-impnrtant remdeer

During the annual jaunts up to the mountain regions
in the spring and down to the woods in the fall, some of the
animals have to be pressed into service to draw sleds packed
with anps prupert_v and fnnd supplies for the mﬂﬂthﬁ R“e"-d-

Other reindeer wander in Img'e herds, sumetlmea consisting of
more than 3,000 animals. Even the best fields above the Arctic
mn:ie offer scanty pasturage, so the reindeer are constantly on ,
the move to find food enough to keep ‘from starving. In win-
tet, reindeer even nose through the snow to find forage.
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40 Jald, dark, and Nandaome Jo America in 1968
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42 JIngrid! tall, atately, eyes as blue as the deep fjorda of Norway!
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Freparing Jogsa for House and Barn 45

-
BUILDING A WOOD BARMN ONCE MEANT
WEEKS OF m_mn FOR THE FARMER
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drawings by Jver J. Jacobson
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The threshing rig with straw ecarrier and powered by horses was a familiar
sight during the early years. The one pictured here was operaled in Martin
County, Minnesota, in 1385, We are indebied (o Walter Carlson [or the pleture
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50 A Growing Community School al the Jacobson Home
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Schood diatrict #70
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Indian Scare of 1876 53
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Panic on the Frontier 55
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Frontier @ Thresherman -

Jereme Case’s steam threshing engine Mo, 1, now in the Henry
Ford Museum at Dearborn. It was pulled by o team of horses.
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58 Jarm Machinery

WORKING REPLICA OF THE ORIGINAL REAPER

THE SELF-RAKING REAPER OF 1864 CUT
. WHEAT AND RAKED IT AUTOMATICALLY

THEREAPER OF 1875 CARRIED THE WHEAT

TO A PLATFORM FOR HAND-BINDING

!"“‘ e i L o«

. .\-\.--_\-':..
"HE McCORMICK HARVESTER AND WIRE DINDER OF 1876 ONE OF THE FIRST McCORMICK TWINE BINDERS
The first sell-binder Built in 1851
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Primitive Plowing
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Caught in the Savage Snow Storm of October 1880 61
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Indian Viailora for dinner 63
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Proaperity and Extenaion
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Church lhemberahip

/3

NHote:

of the Christina Lake Church as well as notes from the records ot
the Leaf Mountain Evangelical Lutheran Church.

length of the notes and the limitations of this publication, the

In his original account Erwin Carlson includes the history

church records are not included here. M. W.

gjre-o rganization PDa ys

ITTLE do we realize the conditions as they were in these parts
before the arrival of the white man. No doubt there were
white people who traveled through even before the s2venth dec-
ade in the 18th Century. If we are to accept the story of the
Kensington Runestonz we would be led to believe that maybe
some of our forbears had been on Lake Christina centuries be-
fore the arrival of the present settlement.

However the conditions at the time of the first white settlers
were anything but encouraging. But each one had set their heart
on a home for their own and one of the big items was lo have
water near at kand for both animals and man.

It was Indian ccuntry. One settler who arrived 81 years ago
remembers the Indians as they come inlo the home and beg for
food from the poor new-comers. There was a profound respect
for their gruff ways and on the other hand a sincere sympathy
for their needs. They seldom went empty away.

The red man would travel through these parts on their way to
Saint Cloud, some eighty miles away by direct road, taking their
furs and other things to exchange for things they wanted. This
caravan could be heard for miles as lubrication of wheels was
not a part of their practice.

According to 8. 1. Kronberg's little history, he says that first
settlers arrived about 1867 who later became the charter mem-
bers of the Christine Lake Church,

According to one who wrote of the early pioneers in the Town
of Lund, the settlement was nol noted for its thirst for the
Bread of Life, but it nevertheless folt the need of a pastor,
the church and its care. They were henest enough to know that
their children should be haplized and instructed in the Chris-
tian teaching and that as their number would end their life they

wanted a Christian byurial.

Because oif the
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Deilig er den himmel blaa, Stjernen ledte Vise Mend

LFAL-get er §L Se Uerpau, til vor Herre Kristus hen;

hvor de gyldne stjerner blinker Vi har og en lede-stjerne;

hvor ‘de smiler, hvor de vinker og naar vi den folge gjerne;

/408 fra jorden op til sig.// //kommer vi til Jesus Krist.//

Hhel. gear: LAk Sp s Dene stjerne lys og mild

hver en stjerne glimted mat; som kan aldrig lede vild

Men med ett der blev at skue er hans Guddoms Ord det klare

En saa klar paa himlens bue; som Han lod os aabenbare

ffsﬂm en liden StJEPnﬂ Eﬂlazf fftil at lyEE fﬂP vor de.ff

Langt herfra i Osterland
stod en gammel stjerne mand, .
saa fra taarnet vist paa himlen
saa del lys i stjerne vrimlen

//blev i sind sa barneglad.//
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92 John fJacobson died April 28, 1925
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THE KAMRUD FAMILY

Originally spelled with "K" the name "Camrud" was adopted and
registered in the United States,.

The following information is from the parish registry of the Ulnes
church and was sent by Gulik Kamrud, Ingrid's younger brother.

Iver Larson Kamrud, born in 1746, died in 1830, age 84

Lars Iverson Kamrud, born Aug. 4, 1794, died June 25, 1870, age 76
His wife, Marit Halvorsdatter, born Apr. 2, 1797, died July 1873, age 76.

Iver Larﬁfkamrud, born July 12, 1815, died June 1894, age 79,
HIs wife, Marit Ivarsdatter, born Jan.2, 1814, died Oct. 12, 1904, age 90.
8

- * ®  * % ® ¥ #

Iver Larson Kamrud and Marit Ivarsdatter Hyppe were both baptized
and confirmed in the Ulnes church, They received their education in
the parish school and were married in the Ulnes church, To this
union nine children were born:

l.Marit Kamrud, married Halvor Elingson in Norway. They moved to
America and bought a farm east of Evansville, Minn.
2. Iver Iverson Kamrud, stayed in Norway.
3. Lars Iverson Kamrud, stayed in Norway. He is the father of
Christine Hogneby of Minneapolis, Minn.
4, Beret Kamrud, Came with her sister Ingrid and brother Iver to USA.
Married Ingebret Jacobson of Ottertail COunty, Minn.
5. Ingrid Kamrud, came to America in 1870, first to Wis. then Iowa:
married John Jacobson of Ottertail County, Minn.
6. Iver I. Camrud, Came to USA in 1870, worked on farms in Iowa,
Minnesota, took homestead in Buxton, North Dakota.
7. Halvor Kamrud, Came to MOnnesota, homesteaded in N. D. Some years
later sold out, returned to Norway, bought a farm.
8. Gulik Kamrud, Came to USA, homesteaded in WH.D., after many years
returned to Valdres, bought a farm in Ulnes Herrad.
Built a house by the side of the rcad where he
had a general store. (This house attracted atten-
tion because of the American style windows which
slid up and down. Windows in Norway were shutters.)
9, Sigrid Kamrud, Came to Minnesota, married A.G. Johnson of Lund
Township, Uouglas County.

It is to be noted that there were two sons named "Iver."

Gulik wrote further,"This family has for many generations lived on
"Gaard Kamrud.," They have all been members of the Ulnes church."

At the time of this writing (1949) Gulik was in his eighties and the
only remaining member of the family.



94 Ingrid'a Parenta

Iver Larson Kamrud was a tall, fairly strong man, Farming was
his occupation but he had other interesta such as working with silver
and leather, designing works of art that were useful as well as beauti-
ful. He made hunting knives and leather sheaths that were artfully
designed. It was customary at that time for men to wear a sheath with
a hunting knife while at work. He also worked at inventing new items
of usefulness and beauty.

His wife, Marit, was of medium height and very strong. She was
always more optimistic than her husband. She was the manager of their
large farm and organized her large family so that each one had a part
in the farm work. There were many cattle, sheep, and goats to care
for as well as draft animals for plowing and hauling.

In summer her daughters worked in the saetter in the mountains
caring for the milk cows. They kept the mountain "stol" clean and
fresh., The milk was made into butter and cheeses of all kinds in-
cluding "primost."

The Kamruds had a deep insight into the true Christian faith.
They were very likely influenced by the lay preacher, Hans Nielsen
Hauge of Norway who preached a message of new birth and conversion to
the members of the Lutheran State Church. It is known that Mother
Kamrud taught her children early the way of "Sand Kristendom" (True
Christianity). She was more talented than most of the rural women
of that time as she could write with a fine hand, an accomplishment
that few women mastered in Valdres. Women were required to learn
to read but only men mastered the art of writing.

Marit Ivarsdatter Kamrud was the daughter of Ivar Hyppe. Her
mother was Beret Hyppe. There is not much information available re-
garding their background, There is a faded picture of this Kamrud
couple which shows them dressed in heavy homespun wool clothes. The
buttons on Iver's suit were solid silver., The custom was to remove the
buttons when the suit wore out and use them on the next suit.

Ingrid received a picture taken at her mother's funeral in
October, 1904, The picture shows a horse-drawn hearse and a group
of pallbearers and friends in front of the old Ulnes church and
cemetery. Here at this place many generations of Kamruds are buried.
Marit Kamrud outlived her husband by several years. He died at the
age of 79 but she lived to be 90. When the letters of mourning
edged in black reached the children in America it was a time of deep
sorrow for all. Likewise it had been a time of sorrow for those
parents to bid farewell to so many of their children who departed
for America never toc return to "Gaard Kamrud."
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This is the funeral of Ingrid's mother, Marit Iversdatter

kamrud who died October 12, 1904 at the age of 90.

The original part of this church was built of stone and
has walls several feet thick. The Ulnes and Slidre churches are
gquite similar in archetecture. They are the only stone churches
found in Valdres and are of great age. They were built about the
year 1200 during the time when the KRoman Catholic religion was the
state church of Norway.

West Slidre is an area in which Ulnes is located.

on July 29, 1924 the Vestre S5lidre Church celebrated its
900th anniversary. King Haakan and his party came to honor the
occasion. It was a great day for Valdres and the parish. About
3,000 people were gathered for the open air program and the noon
meal. King Haakan gave an address that was well received by the
Norwegians and the Norwegian Americans. Being a meeting of the
State church, dignitaries of the state as well as of the church

took part.
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Jo liinnesota

ABMND NEW WHISTLE was drowning out the old
familiar sound of the steamboat ‘round the bend!
The heydays of the steamboat. .. which started with the
"Governor Ramsey" and ended with the "H. M. Rice"
. were almost over. For the new whistle meant the fron
harse was here! It was September, 1866 ... and the last
spike had been driven in the first rail track connecting
St. Cloud with 51, Paul. What excitement when the Wm.
Craoks, a little five-car train, tooted into town...when
the 300 special guests on board were ushered off to a
banquet celebration at Pine Garden! To the residents of |
&t. Cloud, the railroad meant spetdf. dl4-hour duIy servs

ice to 5t. Paul, ICMMA_ Mm% ‘th/‘r_..(}‘j—dfn.cc
M’u 20 Q”""é‘hfmm w M“ME‘T{_
A mmnﬂéﬁwéﬂfﬁéﬁ 1873 . SHAe coerT aboerd o bBa..

Wl eiars oy fJrcarod, Ja.. arel Conne Lo 7 Cla.f

Al cay %%M%WM Ly prencocd -

ST. CLOUD WAS BOOMING like a gold-rush city! But
it wasn't gold that brought the boom . .. if was steel.
Steel railroad tracks that led from Wiannipeg, Helena,
Sioux City, St. Paul . . . and met at St. Cloud, the hub of
Jim Hill’s Great Northern line! Then, in 1891, the rail-
_road’s shops wese built hereat Waite Park.
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There are two outstanding personalities in the book of my
memory: Mother and Aunt Ingrid. They were both devout CHristians,
Mother was a quiet, timid woman and could be called "one of the
quiet of the land." Aunt Ingrid was much the same except that she
was more forward and had more of a gift of speech. Aunt Ingrid was
handicapped from the timeshe was 40 years old by cataracts and suf-
fered from poor eye sight the rest of her life.

1 can recall one time when Auntie Ingrid came to visit us.

It was not very often that she came because of seeing so poorly.
Usually one oi the younger children accompanied her as a guide.

It was a mile between their home and ours. Close to our house was
‘a steep hill which we called "Indianer Haugen." We were told that
it was called "Indian Hill" because of a battle fought there at the
time of the massacre of the whites. When we saw Auntie coming on
the top of the hill we would run to the house and tell Mother,
"Auntie Ingri is coming! Auntie Ingri is coming!' And we would
rejoice. In those days there were not many visitors, especially
during winter months. We would take off our wraps and sit down

to listen to their conversation. They always talked first about
their spiritual struggles and victories. With tears in their eyes
they would rejoice in the love of Christ who had given them strength
in all their trials. I wondered when I heard them talk of their
weaknesses how two people that seemed so perfect to me could have
such problems. But they had discovered thatthey could not rely

on their own strength and that Christ was their only refuge and
comfort.

My mother, Heret, was a Bible student.. I can see her in my
memory reading her Bible especially on Sunday afterncons. She would
then rest a while and tell us a Bible story. We were seven children
and I know it was plenty noisy, but Mother did not hear us. She was
interested in her reading and nothing could disturb her.

I of'ten wondered how Mother could be so patient and calm. There
seemed to be a hidden life in her that we could not understand. 1
began to think she had found something in the Bible that made her
like that., I wanted socme of her patience and kindness. I wanted to
be like her. I started to seek those hidden treasures in the good
old Book. In my youth I could not understand it all but I thought,
"When I grow up like Mother, then I will understand."

Mother was not only a Bible student. She practiced its teach-
ings. That was the secret of her beautiful life. She sought the
stillness of the Lord and that brought peace and assurance to her
soul making her couragoug and strong. She had a childlike and en-
during faith in Him who said, '""Whosoever shall humble himself shall
be exalted" (Matt. 23:12).

When her life was ebbing away I thanked her for what she had
done for us in being a kind and loving mother. She smiled and said,
"Oh, that's nothing to mention. I have done so little." So like
a mother's love to forget her sacrifices.



118 Ingrid Camrud Jacobson died at Age 86

A lew years after Mother's departure, we visited the old
familiar places where we used to roam in our childhood days. We
also visited Aunt Ingrid. She had reached the ripe old age of
86, She had the same steadfast faith in God. ‘Upon leaving we bid
her goodbye, and she said, "This may be the last time we are to-
gether, but let ‘us be ready when the Master calls us home to

glory."

Two weeks later she was taken to the great beyond in peaceful
slumber. It is now many years since those two pioneer mothers left
us but from their graves they still speak to us. I am still ruled
by Mother's hand and guided by her voice, The memory of her life
lingers along my way. Jesus was her Pilot and He is my Pilot too.
Though days of childhood are forever gone, nothing through the
years can smother or take away the memory of these blessed mothers.

Louise Jacobson Carlason

FAITH IN GOD

Looking into the past is really looking intc the future,
To have the tried and tested Christian wisdom and knowledge of
these women adds much to our lives today. We have inherited the
desire to learn and the scope of achievement is even wider now
than a century ago. To live and make life a bit better for an-
other is worthy goal, .

It was Grandma Ingrid's prayer that we shall all know the
salvation through Christ Jesus so we might all share the infinite
hope and expectancy of someday being united together where all
afflictions will be healed and all sorrow turned to joy, where
love and peace are everlasting.



GRANDMOTHER'S S0AP

Now days when my mother is
going to wash clothas she goes to
see if she has soap endugh, and if
she hasn't, she tells daddy to buy
some when he gons to town. In
my grandmother's days, when my
mother was a little girl, grand-
mother never went to look if shi
had enmigh because she knew she
had. She made enough soap to
last her through out the wyear.
Shall I tell you how she made it?

Grandmother. cooked her soap in
the spring but she began prepar-
ing for it in the fall. First she put
up four barrels or more in which
to put oak wood ashes, She pre-
ferred gak wood aches because
that made stronger Iyve. Then
she gathered the barrels full of
ashes during the winter months.
Fat, lard ami tallow to be used
for the goap wers also saved.

Early in the spring when ohe
bepan to get ready to coock the
soap, she would first start to moke
the lye. She took an, emply bar-
1el and bored & hql«E"inltlla bottom
close to one edge. Next she would
prop the barrel up on. two short
logs, leaving  a gpace under it
where she could' put a small iron
kestle to eatch the Jye. In  the
borvel she put weme hrush to cov-
er the bottorn  She choveled it
full uf_‘ﬁm from one of the ful]
I:sa.rrq]s,, After that they poured
in enmh waler to soak the ashes.
When Yhis had dripped into theé
kettle, that's’  what grandmother
gnIIed lye. “While this was drip-
ping she befan to make ready a
la.rger iron  kettle in whick .the
i-ua.p was to be cooked. This ket-
tle might hold twenty to thirty
gallons. The kettle was hung on
supports in such a way that i fire
conld be built undeineath it.

Az the lye dripped from the bar
rel inte the amuall kettle it was

|

idrop to her

emptied into the big one each |
merning a&nd evening. In some |
mysterious way, grandmother
could always tell if the lye warter
wag strong enough by touching a
tongue. It is became
too weak she would put in fresh
ashes which again dripped through
and made stronger lye.

When she had the targe kottle
half full of lye water and when a
nice, gtill, day came, grandmother
would say, “Well I guess wu'li
cook our coap today, an all-day
job." This meant lots of fun for
the children, carrying twigs and
branches to keey the fire going
under the big kettle. Tg the lye
she would add the fat that ghe
had saved during the winter. In
the game mysterious way that zhe
knew when the Iye was strong
enough, she also knew just how
much fat to put ints the lya. Next
she cooked it and stirved it for
several hours. When the mixture
had boiled until it began to thick-
en, grandmother would take hes
long soap {addle, and lifting it
out of the kettle so the soap mix-
ture dripped from it. zhe would
say, “Yes, I think it's just right™.
Next she would put in a2 gmull
amount of salt and stir it well.
After this zhe covered ithe Lettle
with an old carpet and let it
atand until morning.

Mystery of mysteries, the next
merning Grandmother would go
out to her soap kettle and lift
out a big round cake of nice white
soap six inches thick. This she
laid on a large clean board and
eut it up into suitable pieces.
Next she put them in a box which
she carried into the cellar. Grand-
mother had soap to last her until
the next spring.

—Helen Mae Pearson.
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A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE AND THANKS TO THE JACOBSON WOMEN

This is written in loving memory of Grandmother Ingrid Jacobson,
her daughters and daughters-in-law, who have let't a most vivid imprint
on our lives. Thos of us who were fortunate in having known them and
those who read this book can reflect on their many contributions and
see how their life style and Christian principles are guidelines for
us today.

Grandma Ingrid had a most compassionate heart to everyone around
her. She set an example of generosity, friendliness and hospitality in
giving of herself and room in her home to many who found refuge there.

Aunt Alma fellowed her footsteps in giving the same warm welcome,
Kindness and caring attituce, a tradition which has remained in the
Jacobson home to this day.

All the second generation wives and mothers lived during the de-
pression and were ingenious in thinking of ways to make do in spite
of' economic conditions. Aunt Mary (Strobeck) could definitely make
"Little liouse on the Prairie" very authentic. Many of her conscien-
tious and conservative ways in homemaking (in spite of crop failures
anda other adversities) were no doubr made easier by the perseverance
taught to her at an early age.

Aunt Alice also had talent in making clothes and preserving food.
Many people benefited from her neatness and organization especially in
canning food. Her energetic nature and passion for learning and teach-
ing are a reality in the lives of her family today.

Grandma Ingrid would have been gratified by Aunt Vida's tender
care of family and the elderly. We can remember her rug weaving enter-
prises. In quoting the American writer, Henry U. Thoreau, "Goodness
is the only investment that never fails.'" Hers was this investment.

Into each life some music and art should fall. The Jacobson
family shared a vast variety of interests. Every home had an organ
or piano. Each of us has either music talent or has learned to appre-
ciate music. Aunt Minnie had a gift of singing and harmonizing. She
smiled often, loved much and won the affection of children where ever
went.

Aunt Annie inherited the love of quietness in reading and medi-
tating and finding beauty everywhere. Through her life we have an exam-
ple of trust and acceptance based on the Bible. Most of us remember her
words of wisdom and encouragement in both joy and sorrow.

Aunt Mary (Jacobson) reminded us to appreciate the pretty things
like a beautiful piece of lace, a smile on a new baby's face, a pretty
card or gift given in cheerfulness. Many of our homes contain paintings
or other works of art made by someone now passed on. Books are always
treasured--the Bible having priority.

When Grandma Ingrid lost her eye sight for an indefinite period
of time, Aunt Esther faithfully read the Bible and other books to her
daily. One of Aunt Esther's favorite hobbies was reading books, and
she shared much of this knowledge with others, Esther inherited Grand-
mother Ingrid's spinning wheel from Norway. It is now carefully pre-
served in her daughter Ella's care.
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Jhe person of the {fonely selerjente, or chalet gird, who tanded the cowa
high up <in the mountains during the whole aummer, formed a major pert of the
titerature and folhiore of llorway. Her fonfiness was movingly interpreted
in the poem by Jorgen lloe and fLater aselt to muaic by Ole Hulfdl.

Seterjentens sgndag

The Chalet Girl's Sunday

Andante sostenuto

OLE BULL
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2.Det nytier ei stort & tage sin bok
og synge i heien sin salme;
mitt loft er for hgit,og her er det dog
som tonene blekne og falme.
O den som idag fikk blande sin rgst
med hans og de gvriges stemme|
Gud give at snart det lakket mot hpst,
Gud give jeg atter var hjemme !

Jergen Moe .
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2 To open one's book ‘lis uselesn to Iy,
And psalms out of doors begin singing;
Sa distant my loft, *twould seem, here on high
That tones become poor while they're ringing.
Ak, happy the one whose voice could in song
With kis and the others be blending!
Fod grant fhat the harvest come before long,
My flock and myself homeward sending.

Auber Forestier.
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Gud give jeg atter var hjemme ! My flock and myself homeward sending.
Jrgen Moe. Auber Forestier.



