am of you 88 & Ban.

Hargh 15, 1918.

From what I cen sather as 1o conditions, it would not in the
least swrprise me if you should be golng "Over There” in 2 very short
time. Should such be the case I want to say a few words to you before

you leave.

Firat of all, I want you to know how proud I am of the record
you have made 28 2 soldier. 5 in I want Wﬁ sia@, to lmsw how proud I

Sometimes I fesl ﬁzat you entereﬁ the mllitary service of
greur Country under something of a hondieap in that there were things I
had never taught you, vhich you should have kXucWns Tou will also
rezlize now that, thoush you were not allowed tc rua loose, like so
many boys of present times, you had nol been under veiy strict dis-
cipline. This wus something of & handicap to you also.

It has been very gratifying to me that, when volunteering
at the time of lhe call for the dexican service, you elected to go
into a company made up of strangers (o you = officers you h:ud never
known «nd who would not be influenced by sny comsideralion for me.
How much better this was than jolug iunto the other company, where you
had irieands and the officers of which nizht have done gomething for
your sdvzucenent ou my accounts You can aow feel ithal such sue=-
¢ess as you have atialued - reaching the highest point you could at
your =36 - you have won sniirely by yowr own ability mnd faithful~
ness in performing your duties as & scldiar

i am proud of you far coming clﬁaa through the drudgary
and monotony of camps. That is the hardest moral test .+ boy can
haves

fow, s8 tc the future: It is zmtz;ral umt yau smulé, ;ﬂftez-

all those months of drill snd drudery, be impatient %o get into the
thick of thiags on the other sidss But I want you o realize that
every phase and feature of this war is so far beyond anything the
world has ever dreamed of before that there caanot be too much care

in preparing the men for the work before theme So, vhatever you
may be doing, wherever the govermment lay put you, you must reslize
that someone has to do thot particular job and you are put at is

-because it is thought you are fitted for the work. Therefore, no

matter what the work may be, give it the very best that is in youl

Uo not sllow yourself to get in the frame of mind that some felilows

will fall inte - that because you feel that you ecould be of better
serviee somewhere else — becuuse there is something else you would
rather do - it is not worth whileé giving the work in hand any great
afiorte Vhatever you zsay be ealled upon to 8o I want you to give

it the very best shatwciskuyys and mast comcisntious effort you ;
cag, with full ragliuatiea that the work is gus‘f. as uecessary as any :




part of the preparation or fig};tzag, Keep in mind the fact that
should any part of the work fall downlives will be lost =nd final
victory deslayed.

There will be times when you will feel that you have not
been trosted fairly. That is but huren. Dont let such things
make you sore snd careless in your wWorke Should you be mistreated
in sny way by sn officer just remember that it is the individusl
and not your country that is to blame. If an officer is comsist=
eatly wajust o his men it will not be loug before he will be pun~
ished in s0m - Waye No men in military service, under existing ,~
w&éi ’mza, mn Llast long inhis office if he gg;lt;r of mi%tm%a

weae ~~¥ﬁ¥x~crt~%ﬁr offiee vust ~iso eoas

taig iz r:ind.‘

Always be falr % those under you, but remember that if
you are so soft hearted as not to report for puaishment oze who is
guilty of intentional misconduci, you may endangser the lives of ail
in your ocutfits Possibly the damage might go mmeh furthers

Be o=reful as to one thingl Hever criticise your superiors
$c auybodye You may thigk your criticisms, but it will do neither
you nor the service any good to voice thems Be at all times very
watehful as 1o the conduct of the men arouné yous First of all do
all you can to encourase them ic be sober and morsl. Lots of fellows
want fo live clean lives but are without morsl couraze to refuse to be
led sstray, unless they feel that they have the support of gsomeone in
doing wvhat 1s rights Iook out for the fellow who is always growling
end finding fault with the way things ave done. It may be that
he is reslly a patriotic and conceentious soldier but in an army nade
up lixe ours, it is possible he way intontionally sowing discord,
with the iutent of ianjuring the morale of the army.  You commot be
too w=tchful for sny indications of disloyalty aud, while it is never
well to be a tattletale, the least suspicion zs to the loyaliy of any

_man should at once bs reported to the proper authorities - the ﬁig@z =

“the Dettere. 1 canniot say 100 much about WotcHin JOWr OWn tONCUSs
The very fellow you express a criticism o may have led you up to
sx¥x s.ying something yom re=lly do not mean, hoping by your downfall
$0 zain o benefits

One thing you must Iry to forget is the guestion as to vhen
this war will end. I believe that if the american people could just
stop dwelling on that guestion and would make up thelr minds thst the
only thing to keep in nind is. "How can we successfully cury this taing
through” it would not be such & great while = probably 3 7eay - before
we would have peace. and I believe that if we do not make every
effort and are not willing to make every sacrifice, it may be years
before it is over. The thing for you to feel is that, now matter
how long it tske, vou -re going to do your part for the success of the
Causts

Hever let any one yermm&e you that you are fighting for

méiami, France or other countrys As sure as you live, if we
did not get into thzii?ming and carry it to a successful conClusion in
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Burope, we would have to fizht it out o; this side, with your mother,
sister and all who are dear to you exposed ¢ the same horrors as hsve
the women of Belgium asnd Frances

I have but 1littlie patience with the idea that we are noi

_fighting the Germanpesple’s Ye wre fighting the pecple just as much
- as . the Zaisers If the "peaple” did not think and feel the same bru -

~ ta}.zgy as the rulers they would long ago have stopped the most horrible

brutality and barbarism the world has ever dreamed ofs There has

] never been & time in the history of ihe world whemsny people have shown

themselves ouch brutes as have the Germanss Heep this faot in mind
thﬁﬁ ﬁﬁa&in{g with thems  No doubt there are givilized ond truly .
; e?frizsﬁgm mm but ‘émy fsre ﬁv’im&zy iﬁﬁ sud xa;* hamau : %wefara

~emm |

in seviom, ik of the Zfact \that you sre fighting for te lrmss o g
hopor of those mest dear %o youe 5 -

As %o when the war will end, we should all go in with the
belisef that it will never end vwhile (German armies arve this side the
Hhine, for Germans must feel something of the losses of properiy as
woll as loss es of lives {Yhich appear to be valued lititle by themj
before they will be so whipped that they will never want to lioar of var
azaine. If we do not finish them now - if necessary destroy liem =
it 1s but = cueation of time until it will all have to be done over

2810

You =ve, my dear boy, fighting for something even above
the preservation of your owa COUNYLY. You are fighting for the
preservation of more than DENICIACT. You are fighting for the
salvation of all that is good und destruction of all that is bad in
humanity, for you are fighting for I RIGHT? -

Then you get under Tire "Uver There" dont be surprised if
you ure scareds I dont believe any oue ean uo into such an inferno
without fears but there %;13. be cne thing tc heip you besié.as your

training, that is the greater fear oi showing aa@ardism

3 7an IS soared. ﬁ“ﬁﬁ’s’i’@'m“ﬁramﬁ TR S Eee. v SRR
sbout yourseif when you feel afraid. ihe greastest oraverg is ﬁizem
by the man who is afraid to do a thiang but still goes shead and does
ite iny one could go vhere he wos not afraid %o g0s
I am not in the least afraid of your being g coward. It
is not in yOu. I 8o want you t be afraic of doing wonl you Xnuow
to be wrongs I want you slways o remember those at home and to
inow they are co.nting on your keeping morally clean. lever let uny
cne zet you to drinking nor to runuing with fast womels Zhese two i ings
lower a feilow more thaa sll elses

You know I have never cared 0 wesr jewelry, but I waut
you o know Dad is now wearing a service flaz pine There is nothiag
in which he could feel greater pride except toc be able to wear the
uniform and be side by side with youe :

iffectionatdly %m._g\ ‘




