
WikiTree and DNA – Categorization 
and DNA on WikiTree 



DNA Matches on WikiTree 

WikiTree is a global family tree (and can include 
living relatives) for your ancestors (all our 

ancestors, not just yours). 
 

 



WikiTree Connects 

 

WikiTree doesn't offer DNA testing.  

We don't host DNA test results.  

You don't "upload your DNA or Raw Data" to 
WikiTree.  

 

WikiTree focuses on what we do best: 

genealogical collaboration. 



WikiTree Connects 

 

 

We specialize in helping you share and 
collaborate with your matches. 

 
We also approach things from the opposite 

direction. 



WikiTree Connects 

We connect distant cousins who might be 
matches so that they can compare test results. 



 
DNA Matches on WikiTree 

 
 

Add your DNA Test Information to WikiTree  

 
 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:DNATests 
 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:DNATests
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:DNATests


 
 
What is a 
Category? 
 
 
 
 

 
Categories and WikiTree 

 

A category is a group 
of profiles or pages on WikiTree. 



 

 

 

 
 
WikiTree is a 
HUGE Global 
Family Tree 
(Incredibly 
detailed 
database). 
 
 
 

Categories which 
include this 
profile. 



 

 

 

Categories which 
include Richard 
Whitten’s profile. 

 
Categories and WikiTree 

 

 
What is a 
Category? 
 

Category: Scarborugh, Maine… 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Scarborough%2C_Maine
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Scarborough%2C_Maine
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Scarborough%2C_Maine


 

 

 

 
Categories and WikiTree 

 

 
What is a 
Category? 
 



By grouping profiles of people that 
share something in common, 
categories can: 

• help members organize ongoing 
research, 

• help members with common 
interests find each other, 

• help members with a special 
interest find profiles they may 
want to investigate or collaborate 
on, and 

 

 

 
 
What is the 
purpose of 
categories? 
 
 
 
 

 
Categories and WikiTree 

 



• Help historians or genealogists 
researching a particular topic or 
location. 

 
 
 For example, if you were interested in 
a specific military unit, perhaps because a 
family member served in it, and you want to 
see if there are other profiles of people on 
WikiTree who served in the unit. You may 
want to get in touch with the members who 
created those profiles and work together on 
further research. You could even start a 
project with them on the unit. 

 

 
 
What is the 
purpose of 
categories? 
 
 
 
 

 
Categories and WikiTree 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Anzacs:World_War_One
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Anzacs:World_War_One
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Anzacs:World_War_One


 

DNA Categorization for Projects 
Page has recommendations for 

using WikiTree in genetic 
genealogy before the Confirmed 
with DNA status indicator can be 
used on individual parent-child 

relationships.  

 
 
DNA 
Categorization 
for Projects 
 
 
 
 

 
Categories and DNA on WikiTree 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Categorization_for_Projects
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Categorization_for_Projects
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Confirmed_with_DNA
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Confirmed_with_DNA


Posting to G2G got a few 
responses from WikiTreers 

who are using DNA and 
Categorization on WikiTree as 

well. 

 
Categories and DNA on WikiTree 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/394159/how-do-you-categorize-for-dna-research?show=394159#q394159


 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 

Y-Chromosome 
Categorization 

DNA Categorization for Projects 

In surname DNA projects there are often 
males with the same surname who have 
matching Y-DNA but their shared 
patriarch has not yet been found. These 
males can be categorized into unique 
groups by adding a code such as 
[[Category:Roberts Y-STR Group 1]] at the 
top of the profile of the tester's earliest 
known direct paternal ancestor.  
Simply replace Roberts with the surname 
for your cluster and be sure each 
surname group has a different number. 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Categorization_for_Projects
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Categories


 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 

Y-Chromosome 
Categorization 

DNA Categorization for Projects 

Use known familial SNP's or Haplogroups 
appended to Location to follow the 
migratory patterns of an original 
Ancestor. When someone contacts you to 
see how you connect, you can identify 
also connect them via the migration path 
back to that ancestor.  

 

DNA confirmed or not. 
 
Templeton DNA by Location 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Categorization_for_Projects
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Space:Templeton_Name_Study#DNA_by_Location


Mitochondrial 
Categorization 

DNA Categorization for Projects 

In geographic DNA projects there are 
often persons in the same mtDNA 
haplogroup who match on HVR1 and 
HVR2 but their shared matriarch has not 
yet been found. These people can be 
categorized into unique groups by adding 
a code such as [[Category:H6a1a mtDNA 
Group 1]] at the top of the profile of the 
tester's earliest known direct maternal 
ancestor. Simply replace H6a1a with the 
haplogroup for your cluster and be sure 
each mtDNA group has a different 
number. 

 

 
Categories and DNA on WikiTree 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Categorization_for_Projects


Category Page 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:H1b1-T16362C_FS_mtDNA_Haplogroup


Autosomal 
Categorization 

DNA Categorization for Projects 

It's common for Family Tree DNA Family 
Finder, 23andMe, and AncestryDNA to 
report matches with a certain level of 
confidence. You can conclude that there 
is shared ancestry in a genealogical time 
frame but you can't mark individual 
parent-child relationships as Confirmed 
with DNA using the standards described 
in the Acceptable Confirmation Methods 
section. 

 
Categories and DNA on WikiTree 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Categorization_for_Projects
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Confirmed_with_DNA
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Confirmed_with_DNA
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Confirmed_with_DNA#Confirmation_Methods


Autosomal 
Categorization 

DNA Categorization for Projects 

Use the AncestryDNA Circles 
categories for anyone whose circle you 
belong to.  Use the category on the 
specific person's profile, as well as their 
children (following the genealogical 
paper trail).  Helpful while searching to 
see all the profiles together. 

 

Another G2G discussion how these 
should be created in this G2G post. 

 
Categories and DNA on WikiTree 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Categorization_for_Projects
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:AncestryDNA_Circles
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:AncestryDNA_Circles
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:AncestryDNA_Circles
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:AncestryDNA_Circles
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:AncestryDNA_Circles
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/205350/category-for-ancestrydna-circles?show=205350#q205350


Autosomal 
Categorization 

DNA Categorization for Projects 

Then there is Veronica William’s 
Categorization for DNA. 

 

1. DNA to do list. 

2. Autosomal Confirmation. 

3. DNA Ancestor of interest. 

 

4. And other stuff… 

 
Categories and DNA on WikiTree 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Categorization_for_Projects
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Coat-12
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Autosomal_DNA_Confirmations_-_Coat-12
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:DNA_AOI_194406
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:DNA_AOI_194406


Autosomal X 
Categorization 

DNA Categorization for Projects 

 

And what about X-DNA? 
 
Categorization could probably be used 
for this, but how? We need someone to 
think this through and experiment. Please 
help! 

 
Categories and DNA on WikiTree 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Categorization_for_Projects


Help From the Community 

WikiTree is lucky to have some professional 
geneticists and leaders in genetic genealogy 

participating in our community. We also have a 
lot of members, perhaps like yourself, who 

aren't experts but are learning and are willing to 
help each other learn. 



Help From the Community 

Come to our Genealogist-to-Genealogist (G2G) 
Forum and ask whatever questions you have. Be 

sure to tag your questions DNA to make sure 
they're seen by the right people. 

 

Browse past discussions about DNA. And 
there's a DNA FAQ with Q&A on WikiTree's DNA 

Features. 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/ask
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Tags
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/tag/DNA
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/tag/dna
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/tag/dna
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/tag/dna
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_FAQ
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Features
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Features


Helping the Community 

If you consider yourself a bit more experienced, 
have an interest in helping others, and might 

want to participate in discussions on how 
WikiTree can further integrate DNA, follow the 
tag DNA and consider joining our DNA Project. 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:Following
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/tag/DNA
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:DNA


Useful Links 

• WikiTree https://www.wikitree.com/ 
 

• New Member How to DNA 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:New
_Member_How_To_DNA 
 

• Getting Started with DNA 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/How_to_Get_
Started_with_DNA 

https://www.wikitree.com/
https://www.wikitree.com/
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:New_Member_How_To_DNA
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:New_Member_How_To_DNA
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:New_Member_How_To_DNA
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:New_Member_How_To_DNA
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/How_to_Get_Started_with_DNA
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/How_to_Get_Started_with_DNA
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/How_to_Get_Started_with_DNA


Useful Links 

• Add Test Information To WikiTree 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:DNATest 

 

• Blane Bettinger, The DNA Era of Genealogy 
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2016/12/17/th
e-dna-era-of-genealogy/ 
 

• Confirmation Instructions 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Confirmati
on#Instructions 

 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:DNATests
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:DNATests
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2016/12/17/the-dna-era-of-genealogy/
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2016/12/17/the-dna-era-of-genealogy/
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2016/12/17/the-dna-era-of-genealogy/
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2016/12/17/the-dna-era-of-genealogy/
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2016/12/17/the-dna-era-of-genealogy/
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2016/12/17/the-dna-era-of-genealogy/
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2016/12/17/the-dna-era-of-genealogy/
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2016/12/17/the-dna-era-of-genealogy/
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2016/12/17/the-dna-era-of-genealogy/
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2016/12/17/the-dna-era-of-genealogy/
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2016/12/17/the-dna-era-of-genealogy/
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2016/12/17/the-dna-era-of-genealogy/
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Confirmation#Instructions
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Confirmation#Instructions
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Confirmation#Instructions


Useful Links 

 



WikiTree and DNA, Getting 
Started 
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