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In the State Convention of 1788, which ratified the Constitution of the
United States. Augusta was represented by Zachariah Johnston and
Archibald Stuart.

Zachariah Johnston was born in Augusta [County, Virginia,] about the year
1743, near the present village of Fishersville. He is described as a man of a
religious temper, of great simplicity of manners, and utterly void of
hypocrisy. As we have seen. he was a member of the House of Delegates
during the Revolution. He was also a member in 1785, and warmly
supported the act for establishing religious freedom. While that act was
pending, he is said to have delivered an effective speech in favor of it,
declaring that he would leave his own church if it should become a State
church.  Near the close of the convention of 1788, he delivered quite a long
speech in favor of the adoption of the Constitution of the United States,
which may be found in the volume of Virginia Debates, page 460. We copy
one paragraph. Mr. Johnston said:

“ It is my lot to be among the poor people. The most that I can claim.
or flatter myself with is to be of the middle rank. I wish no more, for I
am content. But I shall give my opinion unbiased and uninfluenced
—without erudition or eloquence, but with firmness and candor. And
in so doing I will satisfy my conscience. If this Constitution be bad, it
will bear equally as hard on me as on any member of society. It will
bear hard on my children, who are as clear to me as any man’s
children can be to him. Having their happiness at heart, the vote I shall
give in its favor, can only be imputed to a conviction of its utility and
propriety." 

Mr. Johnston removed to Rockbridge in 1793, and died there in 1800.

: His children were: 
# James, who was born in 1763, and had a large family, among them
Thomas, Zachariah, Polly, Mrs. Turk, &c., &c. 



# Dr. Joins. of Roanoke county. born in 1764. whose wife was a sister of the
late James Bell of Augusta. He left five sons and three daughters. 
# William, born in I766. 
# Elizabeth. born in 1768, wife of Robert McChesney. She had seven
children, among them Zachariah J., Adam, James (killed by a lunatic), Ann,
wife of Colonel Isaiah McBride; Marv, wife of Matthew White of Lexington;
Eveline, wife of George Moffett; and Betsy, wife of Daniel Brown. 
# Zachariah, born in 1770, and lived near Brownsburg. His descendants are
Blakeys, Grays and Cultons. 
# Thomas, born in 1772. He had eight children, one of whom was the
mother of Dr. Z. J. Walker of Rockbridge.  Others of his descendants are
Lewises, Armentrouts, etc.
# Ann, born in 1774, wife of Joseph White, a merchant of Brownsburg, and
brother of Robert and Matthew White. She had seven children, of whom
William White of Lexington is the only survivor. One of her daughters
married the Rev. Thomas Caldwell.
# George, born in 1777, and drowned while young in Jackson's river.
# Alexander, born in 1779. Had one son and two daughters. One of the latter
married Thomas Wilson, and the other a Mr. McClung.
# Margaret, born in 1781, wife of Captain Robert White of Lexington. She
had nine children. of whom George, Robert, Joseph and Mrs. McDowell
survive. 
# Jane, born in 1783, and married James Sharpe [sic., i.e. John Sharp] of
Tennessee.


