THE FAMILY HISTORY
OF
HENRY WARD HEDRICK

e ,
/20 Feost Mty Dr

‘E((C‘f\s bb\(j ; WA
i 98 924

| COMPILED BY
RO Al ANN TROIANELLO



The Hedrick Family History

Most of the original work contained on this history was
done by Henry Ward Hedrick and his cousin Marie Stiegers. They
started with an inscription from the family Bible of David
Hedrick written when David was 14 years old:

"As I understand, my great-grandfather Hedrick's name was
Adam born in Holland or Germany. My great-grandmother Hedrick's
name was Anna, born in Germany. She was 104 years old in 1835
and that would make her born in 1731. They were-married in
Germany or Holland. They landed in the U.S. in the year of 1755
the 9th of July.

"My grandfather Hedrick's name was George, born in the U.S.
My grandmother Hedrick's name was Elizabeth, maiden name Snyder
born in the U.S. I do not know their birth. They were married
in NL.C.

"My father's name was Adam born in Rowan Co., N.C. Aug. 22,
1797. My mother's name was Susannah Lopp, born Feb. 25, 1799.
They were married 1821 Jan. 25.

"Father died Nov. 6, 1854. Mother died Oct. 31, 1860."

David's Bible was destroyed in a fire during the 1930s. The
information contained in the following pages is well documented
One can only assume David misunderstood or confused
information. His 1755 date could easily have been the year of
arrival in North Carolina instead of this United States.

The Hedrick brothers seemed to have given their children
the same names and this often added to the confusion. It is
quite possible he meant an Anna Hedrick who was 104 years old
in 1835 who was married to an Adam Hedrick and confused this
Adam with his great-grandfather. This Anna would have been 10
years older than his great-grandfather.

There were several spellings of the name Hedrick. The
German spellings were Hetrick and Heydrick. The English in
North Carolina Anglicized the spelling to Hedrick and Headrick.
German records used one spelling. English records another.

Much of the information used here comes from "Centennial
History of Davidson County" by Rev. Jacob Calven Leonard,
published in 1927 by Raleigh, Edwards, Broughton in the LDS
geneology library.

The early Hedricks settled in what was Rowan County, North
Carolina. Its name was later changed to Davidson Country, North
Carolina.



eter Hedrick 1 (married Milla)

Peter Hedrick l came from Palatingte in Germany. Arrived
Philadelphia on Sept. 11, 1738 on the ship "Robert and Oliver"
under Captain Walter Goodman.

He settled in Lancaster County, Penn. Had two known sons,
Peter IT and Adam. Peter II was born Dec. 17, 1733, which means
he was about four years old when he arrived in this country.
Adam was born Oct. 12, 1741. The difference in ages suggests
the possiblity of other children. This gives credence to story
that the original Hedrick had seven sons who fought in the

Revolutionary War.

A grandson of Peter II by the name of Commodore keot a
family Bible mentioned numerous times in a "History of the
Briggs of North Carolina", contained in the LDS geneology
library. This Bible could perhaps contain information about the
brothers and sisters of Peter II and Adam or the orlglnal Peter

and Milla.



Peter Hedrick i

Peter Hedrick II

Born: Germany Dec. 17, 1733

Died: BRowan Ceunty, N.C. Jan. 24, 1798,

Buried: Becks Church in Davidson County, N.C.
Married: Margaret Hoercheiradt in November 1760

Peter 1I with his brother Adam, 1mm1grated to Silver Hill
Township, Davidson County (Rowan) sometime between 1755 and
1758, according to the registry of deeds in Sallsbury, NG

He was a captain in the Revolutionary Army and suffered
hardship. While away on military duty, the British and Tories
threatened his family, burned his buildings and carried away
his property. Several books have been written about him.

Children:
Peter III: Born: June 1761; Married twice:
l)Barbara Meyers
2)Prudence Grist; One child.
Jacob: married twice; 16 children
George: Born March 3, 1762; nine children.
Francis: Married Margaret; two children.
Elizabeth: Nothing known.
Adam: Eight children.

The Will of Peter II's Wife, Margaret

"Last will and Testament of Margaret Hedrick, Widow of
Peter Hedrick, the Revolutionary Patriot; made July 7, 1800,
Record in Book E, page 113, in the Rowan County Court house.

"In the name of God, Amen! I Margaret Hedrick, widow and
relict of Peter Hedrick, deceased, being sick and weak in body
but of perfect mind and memory, calling to mind the frailty of
nature, do make and ordain this my last will and testament, in
manner and form following:

"Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Elizabeth
Hedrick, my bed and furniture and all my wearing apparel, and
one heifer, and one sow, and her wheel where (which) she is
accustomed to spin on; and the rest of my estate, after paying
my son George Hedrick a sum of money which he has paid me, I
desire should be equally divided between my three youngest
children, to wit, Francis, Elizabeth and Adam Hedrick.

"I also constitute, make and ordain and appoint Jacob
Hedrick Executor of this my last will and testament to see this
my last will and testament executed in an ample manner, and
further to see to give the above named children so much
schooling as may be requisite.

"I witness whereoff I have hereunto set my hand and seal
this the 17th day of July, 1l800.




Adam Hedrick

Adam Hedrick

Born: Oct. 12, 1741, Lancaster County, Penn.

Died: 1815 in Rowan County, N.C.

Married: Barbara Hege on Jan. 30, 1769.

Buried at Reformed Congreation of Pilgrim Church, also
known as Leonards Reformed Church. Church records show
the dates of marriage as well as the childrens' births or
baptisms.

Adam immigrated with his older brother Peter 11 to Davidson
(Rowan) County N.C. about 1755-58. He is listed in the Registry
of Deeds at Salisbury N.C. as a land holder 1761-78 along
others, including Peter II, the Lopps and Synders and Daniel
Boone.

Pension and official records show Adam also fought in the
Revolutionary War. Reverend and historian J.C. Leonards states
"he was (a) prominent citizen of upper Rowan County and leading

member of the Reformed Congreation of Pilgrim Church.

Children:

Anna Marie: Born Sept. 28, 1770.

*Georger Born Aug. 16, 1772 in Neorth Carolina. Piad Now.
22, 1844 in North Carolina. Married Elizabeth
Snyder; born Feb. 2, 1779 in Davidson County, N.C.;
Died Oct. 31, 1860, possibly in in West Salem,
I11. Nine children.

Barbara: Bern Oct. 29. 1780.

Anna Margaret: Born Dec. 29, 1782.

John: Born Feb. 18, 1785

Peter: Born Feb. 25, 1788. Died MNov., 11, 1846. Married
Maria Zink. Six children as follows: John, born
Feb. 23, 1811 or 1812, married Phoebe; Phillip,
born Sept. 26, 1813; Adam, born May 29, 1820;
Andrew; Magdaline; and Soloman, born June 5, 1829.

The following is copied from Adam's tombstone at the
Reformed Congregation of Pilgrim in Davidson County in N.C.

"Wie wohl ist meinem leib
Nach ausgestandnem leiden;
Wie wohl ist meiner weel
In jenen Himmelsfreuden."
1815

translated:
"How well is my body
After enduring sufferings;
How happy is my soul
In Heaven's blessings."



George Hedrick

George Hedrick ‘

Born: Aug. 16, 1772 in Davidson County, N.C.

Died: Nov. 22, 1844 in North Carolina. His will was
probated at Salisbury, N.C., Book of Wills (1823-46)
page 446.

Married Elizabeth Snyder.

Could find very little information on Gebrge and Elizabeth.
They had nine children as follows. All were born in Davidson
County, N.C.

*Adam: Born Aug. 22, 1797. Died Nov. 6, 1854 in West Salem,
I11. Married in North Carolina on June 25, 1821 to
Susannah Lopp who was born Feb. 2, 1799 in North
Carolina. She died Oct. 31, 1860 in West Salem, Ill.

Soloman: Born 1801. Died Sept. 3, 1845. A bachelor.

George: Born 1809. Died Aug. 23, 1877. Married Fanny
Miller. They had nine children, four boys and five
girls.

John: Born 1814 in North Carolina. Died June 16, 1898 in
North Carolina. Married Phoebe Barrier.

Christine: Married Jno. (sic) Myers.

Susannah: Married Jacob Grubb.

Barbara: Married Henry Fry.

Mary or possibly Amelia: Married William Schoaf. Went to

Tennessee
Katherine: Married Conrad Gruff.

This information was contained in records of the Reformed

Church of the Pilgrim in Davidson County, N.C.-
— a Ge sV {E =

Whep<£§§ﬁ died his sons, Adam and George made belts from
hides that they had themselves tanned and then rode horseback
back to North Carolina to claim their part of the estate. From
West Salem to Rowan County was gquite a distance to ride
horseback. It is assumed that they brought back cash in their
money belts.

Adam, George and others saved their money until they had
$50. Then they rode horseback to Vincennes, Indiana to the
Federal Land Office where they purchased an additional 40
acres. They raised the $50 from hides and hogs. They dressed
hogs, shipped them or took them via wagon to Evansville, Ind.,
where they sold at $2 to $2.50 per hundred pounds. They were
then shipped via flat boat to New Orleans and hence across the
sea to London.



Adam Hedrick

adam Hedrick

Born: Aug. 22, 1797 in Davidson County, N.C.

Died: Nov. 6, 1854 in West Salem, Il1l.

Married: Susannah Lopp on Jan. 25, 1821. She was born Feb.
25, 1799 in North Carolina. She died Oct. 31, 1860 in West
Salem, Ill. Her mother's maiden name was Wagner. Her father's
name was Jacob Lopp. Record source: Salisbury, N.C.

Adam and Susannah took their family from North Carolina to
Illinois in the spring of 1827 .and arrived in 1829. They had 11

‘children, six boys and five girls.

Children
*David: Born Nov. 8, 1821 in Davidson County, N.C. Died
Nov. 25, 1900 in Elma, Wash. Was married twice. First
to Annie Gates in 1846. She died Feb. 8, 1857.
Secondly to Elizabeth Paige on Feb. 25, 1858. She was
born 1835 and died 1914 in Elma, Wash.
Joseph: Bern April 5, 1823 in Davidson County, N.C. Died
May 11, 1955, probably in Illinois., Married April 25,
1845 to Lydia E. Jones. Three children.
Catherine: Born May 6, 1825 in Dav1dson County, N.C. Died
April 23, 1900.
Mathias: (called Tice) Born Jan. 9, 1828;1n Davidson
County, N.C. Died June 23, 1900. Married Nancy Hubbard
on June 27, 1850. Four children. "
Elizabeth: Born Jan. 9, 1828 on the trip to Indiana. Died
Sept. 20, 1854 in Edwards County, Ill. Married (first
name unknown) Kochler.
George: Born March, 20, 1830 in Illinois. Died Aug. 6,
1897. Married June 1, 1854 to Ellen Hinkle. Seven
children.
Mary: Born March 8, 1832 in Illinois. Died 1919. Married
Zelieco Shurtliff. PFour children.
Jacob: Born Jan. 4, 1834 in Illinois. Died May 6, 1892.
Four children.

Susannah: Born March 26, 1835 in Illionis. Died 1911.
Married (first name unknown) Miller.

Henderson: Knicknamed "Doc." He was one of Gen. Sherman's
sharp shooters on the March to the Sea. Born April
21, 1837 im Illineis. Died Jan. 17,; 1222 in
Fayettville, Ark. Married twice. 1) Ann Birchett on
Aug. 23, 1860. She died Nov. 8, 1860. 2) Mary Ann
Bryan. Born 1848. Died 1939 or 40. Eight children.

Marlah Born March 4, 1830 in Illincis. Died 1920. Married
(first name unknown) Miller.



David Hedrick

David Hedrick

Born: Nov. 8, 1821 in Davidson County, N.C.
Died: Nov. 25, 1900 in Elma, Wash.

Married: Twice

He was married first in 1846 in Edwards County, Ill. to
Annie E. Gates. She died Feb. 8, 1857. They had three children:
Adam: Born Aug. 27, 1848. Died Sept. 27, 1848
Jemina: Birthdate not known. Died Oct. 13, 1855,
Hannah: Born 1851. Died 1935. Married David Reeves. They
had two daughters.
Solmon: Little known.

After the death of Annie, David married Elizabeth Page on
Feb. 25, 1858. She was born 1B35. She died 1914 in Elma, wWash.
They had four children:
Irene Miriam: Born Feb. 3, 1861 in Illinois. Died March 21,
1950 in Florida. Married Eldon Kirk Lambert on
April 22, 1897. They had four children. He died
Jan. 20, 1914.

Arabellas: Born Feb. 3; 1864 in Ingrahm, Ill. Died 1911.
Married Jacob Brian. Three children.

*Henry Ward: Born Dec. 14, 1873 in West Salem, Ill. Died

¢ June 1, 1858 in Taceoma, Wash. Married Berths
Fisch on May 20, 1900 in Elma, Wash. She was born
Nov. 12, 1877 in Skull Valley, Ariz. Died Nov.
19, 1950 in Ellensburg, Wash. Six children.
Lyman: Born Oeck. 3, 1876 in West Salem, Ill. Died 1946 in
Elma. Married Esther (or Ethel) McDaniels in
1896. Three children.

David Hedrick's obituary

"David Hedrick was born in Davidson Co., N.C. From thence
his parents together with a colony of neighbors, started
westward in the Spring of 1827 in search of more fruitful
country. After the long journey over the Allehenies (sic) they
crossed the Ohio to southern Indiana where they remained a
year, and in the fall of 1828 they continued their journey,
settling on whab is now mill Prairie, Edwards Comnty, Ill.,
where a home was hewn out of the wilderness. The substantial,
old fashioned house is still one of the landmarks in that part
of the country. He was the eldest of eleven children, four of
whom survive him (i.e. the three sisters, Mary, Susan, Mariah
and a brother Henderson.
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Henderson Hedrick
by
His Daughter Della May Hedrick
' September 1954

Henderson Hedrick was born April 21, 1837 near West Salem,
Illinois, the youngest son of Adam and Susannah (Lopp) Hedrick.
He attended the district school until he was seventeen when his
father died. After that he studied at home. In 1860, he married
Ann Burkett who died a few months later on October 8th of
diphtheria. His mother died October 31lst of the same year. The
following year on October 15th, he enlisted as a volunteer in
the Union Army at Benton Barracks at St. Louis. His group was
called the Birges Sharpshooters but was later changed to the
l4th Missouri Regiment. On December 12th, 1861, his regiment
was sent to northern Missouri where they remained until
February 6th, 1862. February 9th, they reached Ft. Henry. From
there they marched over to Ft. Donalson where they experienced
their hardest fighting up to that time. He fought in the
following battles: Shiloh, April 6-9. Soon after this battle
his regiment was changed to the 66th Illinois. He was in
Company I. He was at Corinth on the Tuscumbia River guarding
the railroad. From there they started to the Chattanocoga but
were stopped to rebuild bridges. On January 4th, 1864, he went
home on a veteran's furlough and stayed until the 1lst of
February. However, before he went home, he had enlisted for
three more years at Pulaski, Tennessee. He returned to
Chattanooga. Also in 1863 he was in a stockade near Corinth.

Then he was in Sherman's "March to.the Sea." In the battle
at Kennesaw Mountain they laid seige to Atlanta for two or
three weeks. The hardest fighting of his division was on July
22, 1864. Savannah surrendered without fighting and thus ended
the March to the Sea. Father was discharged in Springfield,
I11. on July 18, 1865.

Since Father grew up close to the Lincoln country, he saw
Lincoln several times - the first time was during a
Lincoln-Douglas debate at Olney, Illinois. I have always
throught he was at the grand review in Washington at the close
of the war. I think I remember father telling about seeing
Lincoln on a raised platform as the miles of soldiers marched
by. He admired Lincoln very much as he did Sherman, Grant and
Sheridan. He liked to talk about his army life. Why don't I
remember the fun little happenings? Why? Why didn't I take
notes? (An interpolation here by Henderson's granddaughter,
Marie. I remember his telling about the green army cook, who
prepared the rice in the guantity he wanted to serve, not being
aware that it would increase in size several times over. After
all his kitchen utensils were full, he commanded army -blankets
to hold it. I also remember his pleasure in singing the army
songs. He taught me a simple accompaniment to "Marching Through
Georgia." As his later life was all spent in the South, he had



g;eat respect and understanding of the feelings of those about
im, and there were very few béyond his own immediate circle

who knew he was a G.A.R. My mother's father, Newton Jackson
Luther was in the same fight at Ft. Donelson, having also
enlisted in Dec. of 1861. He was assigned to the 49th Tennessee
Regiment and was taken prisoner in the first engagement. Tho'
they fought on opposite sides my two grandfathers were the best
of friends.) |

Father was always called "Doc" by his relatives and friends
in West Salem. This nickname was acquired before he was old
enough to go to school. He took charge of a crippled gander and
a young man teacher who boarded at his home told his mother
that he should be a doctor. The teacher even called him Doc.
From that time on, he was "Doc" to everyone except his brother
., Tice who always called him by his rather long name - Henderson.



Henry Ward Hedrick

Henry Ward Hedrick

Born: Dec. 14, 1873 in West Salem, T1l.

Died: June 1, 1959 in Tacoma, Wash.

Married: Bertha Fisch May 20, 1900 in Elma, Wash. She was
born Nov. 12, 1877 in Skull Valley, Ariz. Died Nov. 19,
1950 in Ellensburg, Wash. :

Henry Ward came west by train with his mother in November
1889 at the age of 16. He later served in the Spanish American
War in the Philippines. After marrying he lived, first in Elma,
then Aberdeen, and finally in Willipa, Wash.

Children:
Elinor Elizabeth. Born in Elma, Wash, on Jan. 10, 1902.
Married Jay (Jasper) Weaver Wells in Kansas City,
Kan., in 1932, Died April 17, 1988 in Seattle. One
child, Karen.
Bertha Ruth. Born in Willipa, Wash. on March 19, 1904.
Married Harold E. Belch on June 26, 1926 in
Willipa. Born Dec. 4, 1901 in Tacoma. Died June 27,
1966 in Yakima. Three children. Elinor (Ann),
Harold (Bud), Arthur.
Neil Wesley. Born Jan. 13, 1906. Married Irene Bergstrom in
1939 in Tacoma. No children.
Kenneth Ward. Born Sept. 7, 1908. Died April 1909.
} Lillian Louise. Born June 8, 1910. Married Francis Earl
| Hlickeox on Oct. 4, 1934 in Willipa. Born Jan. 10,
1909. Four children. Thomis, Timothy. Judith and
Janet.
| Donald Ward. Born July 20, 1917. Married Pauline Grey on
May 20, 1944 in Willipa, Wash. Four children.
Donine, Ronald, David and Lauri.



Hedrick Fami£¥ History
By Henry Ward Hedrick

(believed written in the 1950s)

In the archives of the courthouse of Salisbury, N.C. is the
record of the marriage on Jan. 25, 1821 of grandfather Adam
Hedrick and my grandmother Susannah Lopp. Adam was the son of
George Hedrick. Grandfather was twenty-four years old and '
grandmother was twenty-two years old.

My father, David Hedrick was born Nov. 6, 1821. It was
seven years later when the pair took themselves and their
children and all their earthly possessions, bound for the
Northwest Territory where land could be had for $1.25 per acre.
(1827). Grandfather Hedrick's caravan consisted of twenty-one
large canvas topped wagons drawn by six-horse teams, managed by
a "jerk line" on each leading pair of horses. It seems
Grandfather was well equipped with money and goods indicative
of family thrift. In the caravan were Hedricks, Lopps, Tietzes,
_Clodfelters, Hinkles, Riechs, Walsers, and other neighbors.
They all traveled together to Ohio. i

The first winter was spent in what is now southern Ohio
across the Ohio River from what is now Covington, Kentucky.
Here they threw up a log cabin camp. From here some went to
Indiana and some remained in Ohio. In the spring they resumed
their journey arriving in June 1829 in what is now Edwards
County, Illinois, near what was later known as Mill's Prairie.
Grandfather entered 640 acres of land and proceeded to make a
farm of it, erecting substantial buildings. The house was skitl
standing and in good repair in the 1920s when my cousin Ira G.
‘Hedrick visited it.

In grandfather's caravan from North Carolina was _George, a
younger brother of grandfather and his family, a wife and three
boys: Addison, Gideon and Lafayette. I remember great uncle
George who often visited us at West Salem. He settled north of
West Salem toward Parkersburg, and his sons had farms in that
neighborhood when I first remember. I have an excellent

daguerreotype of Uncle George now.

I will now digress to give you an idea of the life these
folks led in the day following 1829.

The country was well timbered along watercourses. Qaks of
four varieties, hickory, walnut, yellow poplar, gums, elm,
sassafras, sycamore, persimmon, ash, and others I can't recall.

Antelope, deer, panther, timber wolves were plentiful. Wild
turkey, prairie chickens, quail, rabbits, squirrel of a
variety; of course catfish, perch, buffalo in streams. Fruit
and nuts were in fields and woods. Of fruits there were three
varieties of wild grapes, goose plums, pawpaws, haws, wild
strawberries, blackberries, dewberries, ect. Acorns were food
for game as were some of the fruits mentioned.



The summmers were hot with occasional thunderstorms.
Winters were severe with temperatues as low as 25 degrees below
zero and plenty of ice and snow. The times of year I loved best
were Spring and Fall.

These folk were very much dependant upon their own
industries as to how they fared. They broke the prairie to
plant corn, wheat, potatoes, sweet potatoes, garden vegetables,
sorghum to make molasses, field pumpkins ect.

They went to the woods for fence rails from easily
splitting white oak and walnut trees. They hewed timbers and
whip-sawed boards from these materials. While menfolk performed
these tasks the women of the family kept house; reared the
children; spun; wove; and made clothes for all, washed, made
soap and cooked. They gathered dried and preserved wild fruits
for use in winter.

The men in winter tanned leather, and made shoes for all.
They had their social life too and with Moravian services life
was not too dull.
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Hedrick Fami£¥ History
By Henry Ward Hedrick

(believed written in the 1950s)

My father, David Hedrick was naturally a mechanic and when
he was about twenty-four years old he constructed two flat
boats of about fifty ton capacity on Bonpas Creek, a tributary
of the Wabash. This creek was just east of grandfather's land.
These boats were made of goodwhite oak, calked in seams,
launched into the water, and were loaded with corn, home cured
pork, sorghum molasses, whisky and other produce from
grandfather's farm and the neighbors. Father, with a crew to
skull and steer these craft floated down the Wabash into the
Ohio and down the Mississippi to New Orleans, Louisiana where
he sold both cargoes and boats, returning by steamboat to St.
Louis and then home by stage. This in the years just preceeding
the Mexican War which was in '48.

Father constructed a number of early day mansions in this
section. He was married in 1846 when he was twenty-five years
old to a lady by the name of Annie. E. Gates. They had a son,
Solomon, and a daughter, Hannah. Solomon I never saw until I
was eight, when he came to visit. He lived in Indiana.

Hannah grew up and married David Reeves at Ingraham after
he returned from the war in 1865. I think they were married in
1868. They took themselves and two small girls and went to
Washington Territory going to where an uncle of Davide Reeves
lived near Porter Creek in Chehalis County now Grays Harbor
County, Wash.

They wrote such encouraging things about this country that
sister Irene and our father decided to go there. Hannah died at
Porter, Washington in 1935 at the age of eighty-four, born
1851.

When the war clouds gathered in '61 Uncle Doc (Henderson)
and Uncle Jacob answered the first call to arms and served
until 1865. My father was exempt from service and just previous
to the war had gone to Ingraham to construct a store building
and residence for a friend by the name of Osman Pixley, who
went into the General Merchandise business there and continued
it as long as he lived. It was here that father, then a
widower, met my mother, Elizabeth Page. They were married Feb.
25, 1858

My oldest sister, Irene Miriam was born at Ingraham on Jan.
4, 1861 (d. Mar. 21, 1950) My second older sister, Arabella
Marie was born Feb. 3, 1864. Sometime soon after this my father
moved to West Salem and bought a block of land and built the
only home I knew until 1889, when it was sold. While living
there until Irene was thirteen and Arabella was ten, I arrived
Dec. 14, 1873. My parents and Uncle Doc's were near neighbors
in West Salem so that cousins of the two families enjoyed each
others society until 1882 when Uncle Doc sold and went to

-
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Arkansas. On Oct. 3, 1873 my brother Lyman was born.

In the late summer of 1888 father and sister Irene left for
Centralia, Washington, arriving at Porter in time for Irene to
get the Porter school where she taught that winter boarding
with Hannah's family.

The next Fall she secured a position teaching at Montesano,
the county seat, and continued there for nine years after which
she married a man Eldon Lambert. (1897).

After mother had sold the old home at West Salem, Ill.,
she, Lyman and I visited at Uncle Wesley Bryan's on
Grandmother's farm a few miles from Ingraham, Illinois.

We three took the train at Clay City, Illinois arriving at
Centralia, Wash. in November 1889 in a rushing downpour of
rain. As no one met us at the station, mother hired a team with
covered express wagon to take our things to Porter. When he got
to Oakville the rain let up and just as we got there we met Mr.
7Zim Witsman and his wife. They had a dead buck deer in their
express wagon that Mr. Witsman had killed. They told us that
father and David Reeves were at Centralia so they took Mother
and Lyman with them to await the coming of father at their farm
about three miles above Porter.

The man who brought us took me back to Centralia and
located Father and David Reeves as they were getting up from
breakfast in a hotel. As soon as I had my breakfast we started
for Witsman's from where David took us to his place. The roads
throught the green timber were next to impassable and the man
who brought us to Oakville drove at a gallop all the way to
Centralia. David had a pair of oxen to his wagon. My first
experience of this kind (They didn't gallop).

The first year I spent in Washington it became a state
(1889). I worked for a contractor building an extension of the
N.P Railway from Centralia to Montesano. I earned enough money
above my board to buy lumber, nails, and windows for us a six
room house. Father finished the roof and did the building and
we moved in before bad weather. I was a proud boy. The next
year (1890) I started building for Irene a large new house
which had three fireplaces, two stories, and was plastered. It
was near our house. I laid the foundation, put up the frame
roof, the window frames and siding. My father and David Reeves
did the interior woodwork. I can't remember when it was
finished. It was after Irene was married. Father and Mother
moved in with them and they moved our house away to be used for
a barn.
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