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Introduction

Wiki editing is the “markup” is the syntax and keywords used in the text areas 
of WikiTree to format text, provide links to further information, and work with 
images.

The main place this is used is in the Biography section of a profile, or on a free 
space page. It can also be used in the comments box associated with images.

        Biography section

To edit the Biography section go to the Edit tab on the profile page.
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And the scroll down to the text entry box.

The above example already has some text with Wiki markup. Whenever you 
want to see the effect of the markup you are entering you can click onto the 
PREVIEW button at the bottom of the text entry area.

In addition to Wiki markup you can also use many HTML tags.

When you are happy with your formatting don't forget to SAVE your changes.
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Headings

Headings are created by using 2 equal symbols == before and after the text 
that you want to be the header. In the Biography section you may find a 
Biography header already there. In the text entry box it would be:

==Biography==

and appear as shown below.

You can also have sub-headers by adding additional Equal signs before and 
after the text of the header. For example, we can make the Sources header 
above, into a sub-heading, by typing:

==Sources==

and it will appear as below, “Sources” is slightly smaller font size & indented.

It is now indented and the next smaller font size. You can up to another two 
sub-headings by adding additional Equal signs before and after.

It is important that there is a matching number of Equal signs before and after.
If you press the Enter key (a carriage return) before the end symbols, you will 
break the functionality.
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Line Breaks

If you want text to appear as a separate paragraph you will need to press the 
Enter key twice (not once). You can force a new paragraph by using HTML <br>
or <br />

In the following example the Enter key was pressed on the third line after the 
word husband.

It will be displayed like this:

As you notice the text remained continuous. Pressing the Enter key twice would
have started a new paragraph, or using <br> after “husband” on the third line.

Pressing the Return key can also break formatting, so it is important that the 
Enter key not be pressed between the starting and ending formatting symbols.
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Indentation

You can indent a line by starting the line with a colon, for example

will appear as 

You can indent further by adding additional colons

Will appear as

Again, a carriage return (pressing the Enter key) after the colon will terminate 
the indenting.
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Lists

You can create unordered lists by pre-fixing a line with the * symbol.

Here are a couple of examples of unordered lists:

These will look like this:

Once again, pressing the Enter during a line of text will terminate the list or list 
item.

It is also important that there is no spaces pre-fixing the * symbol.
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Text Formatting

Italics

To make text appear as italics you place two apostrophes before and two 
apostrophes after the text that you want to appear as italic. The text must be 
continuous. Pressing the enter key will terminate the formatting.

For example:

This is ''and example of italics''

will appear as:

This is an example of italics

Bold

To make text appear as bold you place three apostrophes before and three 
after the text that you want to bold. The text must be continuous. Pressing the 
enter key will terminate the formatting.

For example:

This is '''an example of bold''

will appear as:

This is an example of bold

You can combine italics AND bold by using 5 apostrophes

For example:

This is '''''an example of bold and italics''''

will appear as:

This is an example of italic and bold
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Strikeout

To display text as struck out, use <s> at the start of the text, and </s> at the 
end of the text that you want to display as struck out. For example:

This is <s>strike out</s> formatted text.

Will display as:

This is strike out formatted text.
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Links

Internal

If you want to link to another profile you can use [[ and ]] surrounding the 
WikiTree ID. For example:

The wife of Thomas Treadwell is [[Hornblow-44]].

This would display as:

If you would rather show the actual name (which is Martha Hornblow) you 
would use the following:

The wife of Thomas Treadwell is [[Hornblow-44|Martha Hornblow]].

Which would display as:

It is important that there be no spaces after the first pair of brackets and before
the WikiTree ID. After the ID there is a pipe symbol. This is found above the 
Enter key on most keyboards. After the pipe and before the closing square 
brackets, you can type whatever you want to be displayed as a link.

If the ID does not exist, the the link will be displayed in red. Clicking onto it 
would invite someone to add a new person.

External

A link to an external website has a single square bracket before and after the 
link, with a space after the URL, or web address, and the text that you want 
displayed as the clickable link. For example:

 Here is the link to [http://www.wikipedia.org Wikipedia]

will display as:

It is important that there be no space after the first square bracket, but there 
must be a space after the URL and before the text that you want displayed.

Page 10



Images

You can also display images in the Biography section. To display an image used 
on WikiTree you will need to know the address of the image. You can find this 
by clicking  onto the details option for the image you want to use. Here is an 
example:
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On the next page, if you scroll to the bottom right of the page there is  a 
section “Use Inside Text” which includes examples of the code for pasting this 
image into the Biography section. Just cut and paste that text. You might like to
experiment with the size of the image by adjusting the number of pixels.

For the example above, here is the section for the gravestone image of Ada 
Ballantyne:

You just have to find the same information from the image of your choice.
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Tables

Tables are the most complex item we are covering in this guide. Probably an 
example is the best way to learn. Here is a simple table of three columns:

{| class="wikitable"
|-
! Name 
! Date of Birth 
! Date of Death
|-
| Smith, John
| 1975 Jul 01
| 1999 Aug 12
|-
| Brown, Margaret
| 1958 Aug 12
| 1990 Sep 29
|}

This will create:

To begin a table we type:

{| class="wikitable"
|-

Then, in this case, we have three columns (Name, Date of Birth, and Date of 
Death). So we type:

! Name 
! Date of Birth 
! Date of Death
|-

Then the first record consists of:

| Smith, John
| 1975 Jul 01
| 1999 Aug 12
|-

we can add more records in the same manner (4 lines for each record, as 
shown above) until the final entry, which is almost exactly the same:
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| Brown, Margaret
| 1958 Aug 12
| 1990 Sep 29
|}

In the case of the last entry we substitute |} instead of |-

It is also possible to make the columns sortable. You can examine the code on 
many of the Cemeteries Project cemetery pages to see examples of sortable 
tables. You can find the Global Cemeteries Project at: 
http://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Projects#Global_Cemeteries 

Categories

Categories are very useful. Profiles can be categorized in may different ways 
and can belong to multiple categories. Categories themselves can be 
categorized. They then become sub-categories. You can create your own 
categories as well, but first try to determine if such a category already exists. 
For more information on creating your own Category see the Categorization 
Project at http://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:Categorization

If you know the category name you want to add your profile to you just include 
it at the top of the Biography section. Technically it can go anywhere in that 
section but it the start is the best place.

An example. If you have a profile which represents a brickwall you might like to
add it to the “Family Brickwall” category. To do this just add:

[[Category:Family Brickwall]]

to the top of your Biography section. Save the result and you will then see a 
link on the profile page to the category page which will list this profile with all 
other Family Brickwall categorized profiles.
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References and Footnotes

Showing evidence of where you obtained the information used on each profile 
is a very important part of WikiTree.

You can, and should, have sub-section in the Biography section for your 
sources. You can do this by creating a Sources sub-Header;

==Sources==

Under that header you could simply type the details of your sources. If the 
sources are online you can, and should, provide those links as well. You can 
have the links as footnotes by using the <ref> tag.

For instance, to create a reference to a Wikipedia article on Albert Einstein, 
your sources section could look like this:

==Sources==

* Wikipedia article on Albert Einstein 
<ref>http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Einstein</ref>

<references/>

This would create:

Iif you surround the URL with <ref> and </ref> it will create an entry in the 
<references> section. This is a tidy way of creating a table of links.
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Usage: Examples & Ideas
Creating a Timeline section

Timeline

1804 Birth of William in Rolvenden, England 

1807 Birth of Eliza Santer in Benenden, England (William's wife). 

1829 Marriage to Eliza Santer 

1830 Daughter Mary Anne born in Benenden, England. 

1832 Son Albert died in Benenden, England. 

1833 Son Owen born in Benenden, England. 

?-1838 William was a miller at the Beacon Mill, Benenden 

December Boarded ship for journey to Australia 

1839, Feb 13 Daughter Rachel died 

March 31 Arrived Cape of Good Hope 
May Arrived Sydney, Australia 

1839-c1846 Lived and worked in Richmond, Sydney, NSW 

1842 Travels over the Blue Mountains for the first time 

c1846 Arrived Mudgee area 

1846 Daughter Jane born in Mudgee. 

1851 Appointed as a police constable in 1851 

1853, April 29 Assaulted by Maurice Dalton 

May 3 Son William born 

May 19 Died as a result of assault on April 29th. 

September 18 Son William died 

1869 Eliza died in Mudgee. 

2012 Memorial service held beside William's gravestone 

–-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The above example is taken from Oxley-34
Wiki markup used: ===Timeline=== A Header

'''Dates''' 3 apostrophes before/after dates
:'''Dates''' A colon to indent
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Turning Off Wiki Markup

If you do not want any Wiki markup to be used you can use:

<nowiki>

you can turn it on again with:

</nowiki>

This removes all formatting and text will appear as a continuous line, so it will 
often be used on small portions of text. Mainly it would be used to avoid 
symbols being interpreted as Markup where it is not desired.
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Further Help

The best place to obtain further help is in the G2G forums at: 
http://www.wikitree.com/g2g/

You should also include the Tag Multimedia in the last field on the question 
form.

Helping Us

This document was the result of the Multimedia Project. This project was 
started to create materials that assist other WikiTreers to learn more about 
WikiTree. We welcome your participation in the Project as well. To find out more 
please go to http://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Projects#Multimedia 
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