
WikiTree and DNA – DNA 
Confirmation on WikiTree 



DNA Matches on WikiTree 

WikiTree is a global family tree (and can include 
living relatives) for your ancestors (all our 

ancestors, not just yours). 
 

 



WikiTree Connects 

 

WikiTree doesn't offer DNA testing.  

We don't host DNA test results.  

You don't "upload your DNA or Raw Data" to 
WikiTree.  

 

WikiTree focuses on what we do best: 

genealogical collaboration. 



WikiTree Connects 

 

 

We specialize in helping you share and 
collaborate with your matches. 

 
We also approach things from the opposite 

direction. 



WikiTree Connects 

We connect distant cousins who might be 
matches so that they can compare test results. 



 
DNA Matches on WikiTree 

 
 

Add your DNA Test Information to WikiTree  

 
 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:DNATests 
 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:DNATests
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:DNATests


 

"Confirmed with DNA" is 
a Relationship Status level. 
Using it means this icon will 

appear by fathers and 
mothers on profiles and most 

tree views:  

 

 
 
What is DNA 
confirmation? 
 
 
 
 

 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Relationship_Status


 

If I confirm relationships with 
DNA alone does this “prove” 

my Genealogy? 

 

 

 

 
 
What is DNA 
confirmation? 
 
 
 
 

 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 



 

"When does DNA prove a relationship?  
 

When is a triangulation group 
sufficiently large enough to prove 
descent from an ancestral couple?  

 
When is a shared DNA segment large 
enough to prove someone is your first 
(or second/third/fourth, etc.) cousin?  

 
At what point does the DNA prove that 

I am descended from Samuel Snell?  
 

When does the DNA prove that you’ve 
found your great-grandmother’s 

biological parents? NEVER.“ Blaine Bettinger 

 

 
 
What is DNA 
confirmation? 
 
 
 
 

 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 



 

 

The "Confirmed with DNA" 
indicator means that 

traditional genealogy has 
been further confirmed with 

DNA testing. 

 
 
What is DNA 
confirmation? 
 
 
 
 

 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 



All genealogy on WikiTree has 
been entered by users like 
you. There may be mistakes. 
To judge the validity of a 
"Confirmed with DNA" 
conclusion, consider the 
source citation, who entered it 
and whether the conclusion 
can be independently verified. 

 

 
 
What is DNA 
confirmation? 
 
 
 
 

 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 



Even if a confirmation 
method is perfectly applied, 
there are limitations to DNA 
testing.  

 
 
What is DNA 
confirmation? 
 
 
 
 

 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Confirmation
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Confirmation


Example:  
 
If a man is an exact yDNA match 
with the man who raised him, the 
paternity can be considered 
Confirmed with DNA. However, 
it's possible that the real father is 
the supposed father's brother, 
father, paternal uncle, etc., since 
they would all have the same Y 
chromosome. 
 

 
 
What is DNA 
confirmation? 
 
 
 
 

 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Y-Chromosome_DNA_Tests


 

 

"Confirmed with DNA" cannot 
be used if the genealogy is 

incomplete. 
 

Period. 

 
 
What is DNA 
confirmation? 
 
 
 
 

 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 



 

If a relationship is supported 
with DNA evidence but cannot 
be considered confirmed using 

one of the approved 
methods, use 

the Confident Status instead 
of Confirmed with DNA. 

 
 
What is DNA 
confirmation? 
 
 
 
 

 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 



 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 
 
What type of DNA test is it? 
 

• Autosomal  

• Y-Chromosome 

• Mitochondrial 

Approved  
DNA 
Confirmation 
Methods 
 
 
 
 



 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 • 3.a.) Family Tree DNA Family Finder 
(MyHeritage) 
If Family Tree DNA Family Finder is predicting that 
your match may be a third cousin or closer, do a 
One-to-One Family Finder Confirmation. 
 

• 3.b.) 23andMe  If 23andMe is predicting that 
your match may be a third cousin or closer, do 
a One-to-One 23andMe Confirmation. 
 

• 3.c.) AncestryDNA  If your match at AncestryDNA 
is in the "3RD COUSIN" group or closer do a One-
to-One AncestryDNA Confirmation. 
 

• 3.d.) GEDMatch  If GEDMatch is predicting your 
match to be a third cousin or closer, do a One-to-
One GEDmatch Confirmation. 

Autosomal 
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DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 

Make sure to add a Confirmed 
with DNA Citation to each 
profile… 
 

Autosomal 

* Maternal relationship is confirmed 
by a 1417.42 cM match between 
[[Roberts-7085|Peter Roberts]] 
GEDmatch F008867 and his maternal 
uncle [[Dekle-6|Dekle-6]] GEDmatch 
F15373. 



• If the match is beyond a third cousin, use 
Autosomal Triangulation. Note that a 
third cousin once or twice removed is 
beyond a third cousin. 
 

• If you and your match are both men you 
cab also X-Chromosome Confirmation. 

 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 
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DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 

Autosomal 
Triangulation 

To confidently confirm which 
ancestor(s) you have in common, 
to create a triangulated group (TG), 
you will need… 

 

 at least three test matches (you 
and two or more distant cousins)  

 

who all match on the same 
segment of DNA 

 

 

Do not mark any relationships on WikiTree as Confirmed with DNA based on just one test match unless it's 
with a third cousin or closer. 

 



 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 Using WikiTree's Relationship 
Finder, find the shared ancestral 
couple for that TG.  
 
The parent/child relationships in an 
ancestral line from each tester in 
the TG back to (but not including) 
the shared ancestral couple should 
be marked as "confirmed with 
DNA". Add DNA Confirmation 
Citation. 

Autosomal 
Triangulation 

Do not mark any relationships on WikiTree as Confirmed with DNA based on just one test match unless it's 
with a third cousin or closer. 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:Relationship
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:Relationship


 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 

Autosomal 
Triangulation 

Do not mark any relationships on WikiTree as Confirmed with DNA based on just one test match unless it's 
with a third cousin or closer. 

 

* Paternal relationship is confirmed by a 
triangulated group consisting of 
[[Roberts-7085|Peter Roberts]] 
GEDmatch F008867, [[Sjostrom-39|Kris 
Sjostrom]] GEDmatch A936004 and 
[[Collins-5366| Elizabeth Collins]] 
GEDmatch FE16264 sharing a 10.8 cM 
segment on chromosome 1 from 
163621974 to 173712569. 

Don’t forget the DNA confirmed 
Citation… 



 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 
If you and your match are both 
men there is a special 
opportunity for one-to-one 
confirmation if you match 
either on your X chromosomes. 
Since men have only one X 
chromosome, no triangulation 
is necessary. 
 

Autosomal        
X-Chromosome 
Confirmation 

Do not mark any relationships on WikiTree as Confirmed with DNA based on just one test match unless it's 
with a third cousin or closer. 

 



 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 

* Maternal relationship is confirmed by 
a 18.89 cM X-DNA Family Finder match 
from 142421555 to 150560582 
between [[Dekle-6|Dekle-6]] and his 
[http://www.wikitree.com/index.php?t
itle=Special:Relationship&action=calcul
ate&person1_name=Price-
7294&person2_name=Dekle-6 fourth 
cousin twice removed] [[Price-
7294|James Price, Jr.]] 

Autosomal        
X-Chromosome 
Confirmation 

Do not mark any relationships on WikiTree as Confirmed with DNA based on just one test match unless it's 
with a third cousin or closer. 

 

Don’t forget the DNA confirmed 
Citation… 



 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 

If two males share the same or 
similar surname and match on 
about 90% of their Y-STR 
markers (or closer) then they 
likely share a direct paternal 
line ancestor in a genealogical 
time frame. 

Y-Chromosome 
Confirmation 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Confirmation#Y-Chromosome_Confirmation


 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 
 
In order to easily compare 
DNA results of testers it is best 
for yDNA results to be 
in YSearch.org. The YSearch ID 
should be added to the test 
information on the 

tester's DNA Tests page. 
 

Y-Chromosome 
Confirmation 

http://www.ysearch.org/
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:DNATests


 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 

* Paternal relationship is confirmed 
through Y-chromosome DNA testing. 
[[Roberts-7266|Anonymous Roberts]] 
and [[Roberts-7085|Peter J. Roberts]] 
match on 36 out of 37 markers (see 
YSearch IDs 9WCMS and 97ZDB) 
thereby confirming their direct 
paternal lines back to their MRCA 
[[Roberts-7104|Thomas W. Roberts]]. 

Y-Chromosome 
Confirmation 

Don’t forget the DNA confirmed 
Citation… 



 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 
If two persons are an 
exact mtDNA match on HVR1 
and HVR2 (not 
counting minor mismatches) 
then their direct maternal 
lines back to their most 
recent direct maternal line 
ancestor is confirmed. 

Mitochondrial 
Confirmation 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Mitochondrial_DNA_Tests
http://forums.familytreedna.com/showpost.php?p=350332&postcount=4
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Most_Recent_Common_Ancestor
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Most_Recent_Common_Ancestor
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Most_Recent_Common_Ancestor


 
DNA Confirmation on WikiTree 

 

* Maternal relationship is confirmed by 
an exact HVR1 and HVR2 match between 
[http://www.wikitree.com/index.php?titl
e=Special:DNATests&u=6727476&id=7 
this Family Tree DNA mtDNA test] for 
[[Weatherford-199|Priscilla 
Weatherford]] and 
[http://www.wikitree.com/index.php?titl
e=Special:DNATests&u=7713929&id=7 
this Family Tree DNA mtDNA test] of her 
maternal line cousin [[Zimmerman-
1613|Clair Zimmerman]]. 

Mitochondrial 
Confirmation 

Don’t forget the DNA confirmed 
Citation… 



 

 

 
WikiTree DNA Feature 

 



Help From the Community 

WikiTree is lucky to have some professional 
geneticists and leaders in genetic genealogy 

participating in our community. We also have a 
lot of members, perhaps like yourself, who 

aren't experts but are learning and are willing to 
help each other learn. 



Help From the Community 

Come to our Genealogist-to-Genealogist (G2G) 
Forum and ask whatever questions you have. Be 

sure to tag your questions DNA to make sure 
they're seen by the right people. 

 

Browse past discussions about DNA. And 
there's a DNA FAQ with Q&A on WikiTree's DNA 

Features. 
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Helping the Community 

If you consider yourself a bit more experienced, 
have an interest in helping others, and might 

want to participate in discussions on how 
WikiTree can further integrate DNA, follow the 
tag DNA and consider joining our DNA Project. 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:Following
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/tag/DNA
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:DNA


Useful Links 

• WikiTree https://www.wikitree.com/ 
 

• New Member How to DNA 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:New
_Member_How_To_DNA 
 

• Getting Started with DNA 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/How_to_Get_
Started_with_DNA 
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Useful Links 

• Add Test Information To WikiTree 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:DNATest 

 

• Blane Bettinger, The DNA Era of Genealogy 
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2016/12/17/th
e-dna-era-of-genealogy/ 
 

• Confirmation Instructions 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/DNA_Confirmati
on#Instructions 
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Useful Links 

 



WikiTree and DNA, Getting 
Started 
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