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Introduction 
 
The DILLARD ANNUALS are an outgrowth of the Dillard Family Association, which was formed 
at the Fiftieth Anniversary Reunion of the descendants of Lt. John Dillard (1755-1842) of Rabun 
County, Georgia at Dillard, Georgia on June 9, 1991. 

What is our purpose? This can be explained by noting that those in attendance at the reunion 
included many more lines of Dillard descent than just the one descended from John Dillard of 
Rabun County, Georgia, and included lines of Dillards descended from Washington County, 
Tennessee, Laurens County, South Carolina, and the Spottsylvania County, Virginia. At this 
meeting in 1991, several experienced family historians thought they were in heaven, only to be 
frustrated that there wasn't enough time to take in and absorb all the research opportunities. 
This meeting underscored the genuine interest in the "roots" of present day Dillards who are 
reaching back for the values of the past. 

The DILLARD ANNUAL, recognizing this interest, and being an arm of the Dillard Family 
Association, is for the purpose of promoting and preserving the heritage, culture, and 
fellowship of all Dillards anywhere -- and not necessarily just the descendants of John Dillard of 
Rabun County. 

We hope that the DILLARD ANNUAL will serve as a means of the exchange of responsibly 
proved and scholastically sound historical information about Dillards, as well as information 
about what Dillards are doing now and what fun people Dillards are. 

The text above is by John M. Dillard, editor of the DILLARD ANNUALS. Please e-mail John M. 
Dillard or write to him at the address given below. He would be very pleased to hear your 
comments about the DILLARD ANNUALS. To view the DILLARD ANNUALS please click on the 
link to the table of contents given above. We believe that you will be pleased with this journal 
of Dillard family history. 

This PDF of the Annuals is devoid of images. 

 
The DILLARD ANNUAL - © - is a non-profit journal of Dillard family history published annually by the Dillard Family 

Association beginning January 1, 1992. All individual articles are the property of each writer. 
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No DILLARD ANNUAL was published for the years 1995 and 1994. 

 

The complete Dillard Annual, Volume 1, 

January 1992 

The full text of the DILLARD ANNUAL, Volume 1; January, 1992, pages 1-11. 

 

DILLARD ANNUAL, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard, Copyright © 1998 by the Dillard Family 

Association. 

OUR FIRST ONE 

This one is our first one. It is an outgrowth of the Dillard Family Association, which was formed at the 

Fiftieth Anniversary Reunion of the descendants of Lt. John Dillard (1755-1842) of Rabun County, 

Georgia at Dillard, Georgia on June 9, 1991. 

What is our purpose? This can be explained by noting those in attendance at the reunion included many 

more lines of Dillard descent than just the one descended from John Dillard of Rabun County, Georgia, 

and included lines of Dillards descended from Washington County, Tennessee, Laurens County, South 

Carolina and the Spottsylvania County, Virginia. Several experienced family historians thought they 

might be in heaven, only to be frustrated that there wasn't enough time to take in and absorb all the 

opportunities. It underscored the genuine interest in "roots" of present day Dillards who are reaching 

back for the values of the past. 

This newsletter, recognizing this interest, and being an arm of the Dillard Family Association, is for the 

purpose of promoting and preserving the heritage, culture and fellowship of all Dillards anywhere - and 

not necessarily just the descendants of John Dillard of Rabun County. 

We hope our newsletter will serve as a means of the exchange of responsibly proved and scholastically 

sound historical information about Dillards, as well as information about what Dillards are doing now 

and what fun people Dillards are. 

You, the reader, will decide what direction we will take. Hopefully, our first one will not be the last one. 

Let us know what you think about Dillard Annual. If you would like to contribute an article or news item, 

please send it to us. 



The Dillard Family Association - The Dillard Annuals 

6 
 

THE DILLARD FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

The following persons were elected officers and directors of The Dillard Family Association formed with 

by-laws and permanent existence at the 1991 Reunion on June 9, 1991: 
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Barnard Malcolm Dillard President   (Fairburn, Georgia) 

Louise Dillard Coldren          Vice-President (Dillard, Georgia) 

Rachael Dillard Scott          Treasurer   (Pendleton, SC) 

Janelle P. Knight   Secretary   (Resacoa, Georgia) 

Edward Rush Dillard  Director   (Dillard, Georgia) 

Dr. Howard V. Jones  Director   (Cedar Falls, Iowa) 

John M. Dillard    Director   (Greenville, SC) 

 

PLANS FOR 1992 DILLARD REUNION - JUNE 6 AND 7 

Malcolm Dillard and his officers have announced plans for the 1992 Dillard Reunion on Saturday, June 6 

and Sunday, June 7, 1992, at Henry's Playhouse, Dillard, Georgia. Henry's Playhouse is located directly 

behind Dillard City Hall, and is a large natural wood and rock lodge which was constructed last year as a 

place for large meetings and conventions as a part of The Dillard House facilities. 

Registration will take place at Henry's Playhouse on Saturday, June 6 at 1:00 P. M. The cost will cover 

dues to The Dillard Family Association, reunion expenses and a 6:00 P. M. Saturday afternoon Barbecue, 

catered by John Dillard of The Dillard House, who is well known for his barbecue cooking. 

Two simultaneous events are planned for Saturday afternoon, the orientation for which will start at 1:45 

P. M. You can take your pick. 

One is a natureland hike on foot through remote forests, mountain and waterfall areas for those in 

suitable physical condition for the purpose of viewing Rabun County, Georgia as it was when it was 

pioneered by John Dillard and his children about 1821. 

The other is a historic homes and landmarks, mostly riding, tour of the northern part of Rabun County, 

where the Dillards settled, including homes originally built by the Dillards and their neighbors and 
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kinsmen, the Yorks, Dickersons and others. Many of these homes and landmarks have been in the 

continuous possession of the Dillards since the 1820's until the present date. 

A business and other program of The Dillard Family Association will take place at 7:30 P. M., followed by 

fellowship from 8:30 P. M. on. 

On Sunday, June 7, all persons are recommended to attend 11:00 A. M. Sunday services at Head of 

Tennessee Baptist Church or Dillard United Methodist Church in both of which Rabun County Dillards 

have been historically connected. 

Sunday lunch will be on your own with more time for fellowship and visiting on your own. Starting at 

2:00 P. M. an optional program of Dillard family genealogy and history will be given by speakers whose 

names and topics will be announced later. At 4:00 P. M., we will adjourn until 1993. 

If you would like to register now, please call or write Malcolm Dillard or Rachael Dillard Scott. A later 

reminder will be sent which will give the cost of registration, including the barbecue, and a list of area 

motels and restaurants. 
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THE 1991 REUNION - NOT BAD 

For those of you who missed reunion day last June, you can obtain a videotape of the unabridged 

program, including all the speakers and the group singing, plus a cemetery tour of the Baptist Church 

with Dillard graves from Jim, a professional photographer, at (404) 292-8591 for $20.00. 

The day was beautiful, the food was excellent and fellowship was enjoyed by young and old cousins, 

many of whom had never before met. Notwithstanding problems with the proper functioning of the 

restrooms, the Dillard City Hall, a converted school across the road from the Baptist Church, afforded a 

comfortable auditorium. Only 80 made advance registrations, and only 116 signed the registry in the 

midst of the confusion, but we counted at least 137 in attendance. Many were from as far away as 

Texas, Florida, Iowa, California, Kentucky and elsewhere. The Dillard House, located next door, furnished 

beverages and lunch for those who could not bring basket lunches. 

Opening services were conducted by the Reverend Tommy Lamb, Pastor of the Head of the Tennessee 

Baptist Church, the site of the 1941 Reunion. John M. Dillard of Greenville, South Carolina, presided over 

the formation of The Dillard Family Association and the election of its officers. The hat was passed for 

dues, resulting in $189.00 given to our treasurer. 

After lunch, the Reverend John Sharp, Chaplain of the Rabun Nacoochee School at Dillard, led group 

singing. Dorothy Dillard Hughes, of Lubbock, Texas, Dr. Howard V. Jones of Cedar Falls, Iowa and Miriam 
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Dillard Klar of Tampa, Florida, each spoke on selected topics about Dillard family history. Though 

perhaps too long, we had the benefit of some of the best available Dillard historians. 

Coverage was given to us before and after the Reunion by the Clayton Tribune. We appreciate the 

efforts of the owners and staff of The Dillard House for their help. We thank you for completing and 

returning lineage forms with other family information. 

Saturday evening before the Sunday reunion, a buffet dinner hosted by Louise Dillard Coldren attracted 

a large group of Dillard kin, particularly those from distances away. 

As a result of an article which was published about the reunion and The Dillard Family Association 

in Family Puzzler, a genealogical magazine, we received a volume of mail which we could not answer, 

and for which we express appreciation. Some of those letters were genealogical inquiries, but all 

expressed strong interest in the concept of The Dillard Family Association. 

While the turnout of local Dillard descendants appeared to fall short of the 1941 reunion, it wasn't bad 

at all for the first try in 50 years, and looks very promising in the future. 

A list of those who registered at The 1991 Reunion and who joined The Dillard Family Association is 

attached. If your name was left off, please accept our apologies and let us know. 

THE JOHN DILLARD RIFLE 

A flint and steel musket loading rifle, mechanically modified to make it percussional, with its original 

barrel and stock, and which John Dillard brought from Virginia in 1782 is now on display under glass in 

The Dillard House Lobby. This rifle, now owned by Barnard Malcolm Dillard, was passed to him through 

his great-grandfather, William F. Dillard, whose home still stands in the uptown of Dillard. William F. 

Dillard was a son of James and grandson of John Dillard (not to be confused with William F. Dillard, a son 

of John). 

Family tradition holds that John Dillard used this rifle in the Revolutionary War in Virginia. After the 

death of William F. Dillard at 
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Lynchburg in the Civil War, and his wife a short time later, his then small children were raised by Dillard, 

Georgia members of the Wesley Chapel Methodist Church. The rifle, along with other personal 

belongings, remained in the William F. Dillard unoccupied residence for many years, until his children at 

or near adulthood, re-entered the house, found the rifle, and have kept it in the family to this date. 

HELP!! 
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Bernice D. Spier of 54 Iowa Drive, Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32548, wants to know where Amanda 

Dillard, who married Joseph T. Spier came from, and who at one time was in Fayette County, Georgia. 

Patricia R. Brown of 108 Edwards, Terrell, Texas 75160, wants to verify who was the father of Indiana 

Dillard who married Robert Martin on February 19, 1899. 

Maria Dillon of 6 Kevin Court, Mansfield, Texas 76063, a descendant of Nicholas Dillard, who lived in 

Edgefield County, South Carolina, and fathered sons, Phillip and George, wants to contact other Nicholas 

Dillard descendants, and find out where Nicholas came from. 

Dr. Howard V. Jones of 18 Winter Ridge Road, Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613, wants to contact the lady who 

called The Dillard House prior to the 1991 Reunion and stated she was a descendant of Major Dillard of 

Laurens District, South Carolina. 

Marcy R. Pond of 136 Coconut Road, Delray Beach, Florida 33444-4304, a descendant of Col. John Dillard 

of Henry County, Virginia, who served in the American Revolution, wants to know how he is connected 

to John Dillard of Rabun County, Georgia. 

Betty Dillard of 307 E. Sul Ross, Alpine, Texas 79830 wants to know from whom her great-grandfather, 

James Howard Dillard, (born 1815, Tennessee, died 1880 Robertson County, Texas) is descended. 

Frances C. Weathers of 7 Beattie Street, Laurens, South Carolina 29360 wants to know from whom in 

Rabun County, Georgia, Thomas Dillard (born about 1880 Clayton, Georgia, married Norah Ray, who 

later settled in Laurens County, South Carolina) descended. 

Bennie Dee Dillard of Post Office Box 232, Roaring Springs, Texas 79256, who was present at the 1991 

Reunion, needs to connect his grandfather, James Andrew Dillard, (born Gadsden, Alabama 1862, died 

in Floyd County, Texas 1944, married Mary Elmira Love) into a possible Marion Dillard (born 1830) or 

other Dillards. 

Marseille Dillard Sabin of 101 Primrose Court, Orlando, Florida 32803, who was also present at the 1991 

Reunion, needs to connect her grandfather, Barney Dillard, Sr. (born 1864 in Harrisonville, Georgia, died 

1962, Volusia County, Florida, married Alice Gibson Sherrill) into other Dillards in Georgia, Mississippi or 

elsewhere. 
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ARTICLES HEREIN 

Several articles appear herein written by Dillard researchers for your pleasure, whose writers are: 
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Dr. Howard V. Jones, a John Dillard through his son William F. Dillard descendant, is a retired Professor 

of History at University of Northern Iowa. He received his B.A., M.A., and PHD degrees from Harvard 

University and has been for many years compiling in Wordperfect Dillard genealogy. He was a speaker at 

the 1991 Reunion. 

Dorothy Dillard Hughes, also a 1991 Reunion speaker, is a retired teacher, a graduate of the University 

of New Mexico with a M.A. from New Mexico Highlands University. She is a well known leader of 

genealogical workshops, and is published. Her area of interest is pre-Revolutionary Dillard Virginia 

genealogy. She is descended from Nicholas Dillard of Caroline County, Virginia and Halifax County, North 

Carolina. 

Anne Grist Dickerson is a life long resident of Rabun County, Georgia and a John Dillard descendant. She 

attended Rabun Nacoochee School and Young Harris College. As a housewife, she is active in Rabun 

County historical ventures. She is on the committee for publishing a new Rabun County history. 

John M. Dillard, a sporadic researcher, is a John Dillard descendant through John Barnett Dillard. He is a 

graduate of Furman University and Duke University and has practiced law in his hometown, Greenville, 

South Carolina, for the past 35 years. 

Sources of materials have been minimized for the sake of brevity and readability, but will be supplied 

upon request. Reprinting of any article is prohibited except by permission from the writer. 

THE CHILDREN OF JOHN DILLARD 

by Howard V. Jones 

When John Dillard came to Rabun County around 1820, only his wife, his son, James, and his daughter, 

Mary Rebecca Dickerson, accompanied him. This was not by any means his entire family, but his other 

children had already gone off in quite different directions and they may have lost touch with their 

father. When John died in 1842, a claim in his pension papers says that the only children surviving were 

James, Mary Rebecca, and Ruth, wife of James Dryman, who apparently lived up in Macon County, 

North Carolina. However, not only were there pretty certainly other children of John Dillard, but some of 

them were still very much alive in 1842. 

In fact, census records show John with a typically good-sized pioneer family. In 1790, John has three 

men under 16 living with him, and four extra females. By 1800, another boy (James) and another girl 

(probably Ruth), born since 1790, have been added. There are still more children in the household in 

1810 and 1820, but considering the age of John and his wife, these are surely grandchildren, perhaps 

including the two Eller children whom John is rumored to have adopted. 

Unfortunately, these census records do not tell us who these people were. They could be other 

relations, or even people not related at all. For example, the four women in the 1790 Census might 

include John's mother, mother-in-law or an Ann Dillard assumed to be his sister. Where indications of 

age are given, as in the boys of the 1790 Census and the two children added between 1790 and 1800, 
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we know they were children -- but they could be someone else's children. However, it is more logical for 

John to have more than just three children. 

 

Begin page 6 of the: DILLARD ANNUAL, Vol. 1, Jan., 1992, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard. 

 

There appear to be three sons besides James, and we know of three Dillard men who surely are these 

sons (although we cannot yet prove it absolutely). All three are in the right place at the right time, their 

birth dates fit the census records, they lived next door or close to John when they set up their own 

households, and they were associated with John in various records. Perhaps, most important, there is no 

other Dillard anywhere on the scene to father them. The three other sons were: 

Thomas Dillard, probably born c. 1776, who left before 1820 for Arkansas and died there in 1835. His 

wife seems to have been Mary Ann Wood, and he had seven known children. 

John Dillard, Jr., probably born c. 1780, who married Rhoda Lee, went off to Knox County, Kentucky 

around 1812, then moved to Monroe County, Tennessee, and ultimately to Cass County, Georgia, where 

he died 1847-1848. He had nine children. 

William F. Dillard, born in 1782 (the author's ancestor). A later biography states categorically that 

William's father was John Dillard. He married Sarah H. Gregory, the daughter of William Gregory, who 

had accompanied the Dillards from Pittsylvania County, Virginia to Washington County, Tennessee, and 

Buncombe County and who was active with the Dillards in various ways for many years. William F. 

Dillard went with brother John, Jr. to Knox County and Monroe County, Tennessee, and in 1834, moved 

on to Greene County, Missouri, where he died in 1877. He had thirteen children. We have wondered if 

perhaps James Dillard of Rabun County named his son William F. after this uncle. 

The daughters are much more problematical, since those who lived to maturity probably married and 

moved out of their father's house, and the very incomplete marriage records give no help. Mary 

Rebecca Dillard Dickerson was born in 1786, and we'd guess that Ruth Dillard Dryman was the youngest 

daughter, the one born after 1790, since the family still remembered her in 1842. That leaves three 

extra women born before 1790, two of whom are gone from the census records by 1800, and the third 

by 1810. Therefore, it is possible that there are as many as three more daughters for John. 

To date, only one likely candidate has turned up: Sophia Dillard. Stacy Dillard, daughter of John's cousin, 

Thomas Dillard, Jr., married Gabriel Elkins, and when she died, Gabriel is said to have taken Sophia 

Dillard as his second wife. Alas, we don't know Sophia's exact birth date, death date, or even the 

marriage date. However, what we do know indicates that she was the right age to be John's daughter. 

Some descendants are positive that her father was John Dillard, and if so, our John is the only John 

properly placed geographically and chronologically to be that father. The Elkins family moved to Warren 

and Cannon Counties, Tennessee, and late in life, to Texas, so they also were not very near Rabun 

County. 
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As for other daughters, who knows? What about those Eller children whom John Dillard supposedly 

adopted? Could they actually be orphaned grandchildren mothered by an unknown daughter? Are there 

families thought to be kinfolk whose relationship could best be explained by their descent from a lost 

daughter of John? 

One final question: Why did John Dillard's elder children, split away from their father's family and move 

to such different and distant places? Why did the Rabun County family apparently lose all remembrance 

of them? It may not have been easy to send letters back then, but it could be done, and visits involving 

greater distances were made in some families. Nevertheless, by 1842, the Rabun County Dillards seem 

to have lost touch with John's other children. Why? 

One theory comes from the rumor that John Dillard married twice, first to Ruth Vaughan, second to 

Ruth or Ruth Jane Terry. I frankly doubt that there were two marriages, and certainly no evidence for 

them has surfaced. Nevertheless, could it be possible that the older children had a falling out with 
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a stepmother and moved away as soon as they could? This is intriguing, but only a wild guess. 

Nevertheless, there may have been some sort of family feud presumably of major proportions, and the 

family broke up, not only with their father but also with each other. 

It would be nice to have a friendlier solution than that, but we may never know the full story. All we can 

be sure of is that that John Dillard had a lot more descendants than those in Rabun County. 
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GRAVES IN DILLARD, GEORGIA CEMETERIES 

By Anne Grist Dickerson 

The records of the Head of Tennessee Baptist Church show that James Dillard gave the land for the 

cemetery and the church. This church, in the early 1820's, was a mission of the Franklin, North Carolina 

Baptist Church. As it was a 20 mile trip, in 1827 Dillard residents formed their own church. In later years, 

as the Methodist circuit riders came through this area and held revivals, some of the Dillards and their 

kin joined the Methodist Church. Land was given to them and they formed Wesley Chapel Methodist 

Church, which still exists. 

Buried in Baptist Cemetery at Dillard, Georgia is John Dillard, born 12 August 1755, died 5 June 1842. 
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We do not know when John's wife died. They were both listed on the 1840 Census for Rabun County. 

Near the marker of John, given by the DAR, are the graves of James and Sarah Barnard Dillard and 

Obediah and Mary Dillard Dickerson. Another daughter married a Dryman. These are the three children 

who came into this area with John. 

Mary was born in 1786 and died in August, 1873. James Dillard was born in December, 1792 and died 18 

July 1861. He and Sarah Barnard Dillard had eight children, who were as follows: (1) Caroline Dillard was 

born 27 August 1817 and died 30 December 1842. Her burial place is unknown. She was living in 

Franklin, North Carolina at the time of her death. She married William M. D. Lambert; (2) Ann Marinda 

Dillard, born 16 July 1819, died 27 March 1899, is buried in the Baptist Cemetery. She married Andrew 

Jackson Martin; (3) Cynthia Arzelia Dillard, born 10 January 1822, died 25 May 1892, is buried in Penland 

Cemetery at Otto, North Carolina. She married Horatio Conley; (4) Albert G. Dillard, born 21 April 1824, 

died 14 June 1890, is buried in the Baptist Cemetery. He married Elizabeth Ann McKinney; (5) John 

Barnett Dillard, born 1 May 1827, died 24 October 1895, is also buried in the Baptist cemetery. He 

married Rachael McKinney; (6) Nancy Dillard, born 10 November 1829, date of death unknown. It is not 

known where she is buried. She married John Thomas and lived in North Carolina; (7) William Frank 

Dillard, born 20 June 1833, died 15 January 1863. He died in a hospital in Lynchburg, Virginia during the 

Civil War. Pictures of his grave have been made by family members. He married Jeanette Gibson; (8) 

Margaret Dillard, born 9 April 1836, died 3 January 1903. She is buried in the Wesley Chapel Methodist 

Cemetery. She married J. M. Neville. All the children of Margaret Dillard Neville and William Dillard are 

buried in the Wesley Chapel Cemetery at Dillard. 

The Dillard family has always supported its churches with its presence and has given land at different 

times to enlarge the church property. To this day, Dillards are being buried in both cemeteries. 

JAMES STEPHEN DILLARD - DILLARD MYTH OR A 

REAL PERSON? 

By Dorothy Dillard Hughes 

Numbers of people trace their Dillard lineage to a man living about Revolutionary War times. The 

frustration begins when these researchers look for the father of a particular James, John, George, 

Thomas, Nicholas, Edward, or another Dillard of that era. Several books have brief sketches of Dillard 

ancestry. Invariably they name James Stephen Dillard as second (or first) of the Dillard surname in 

Virginia. Yet there is no Virginia record of a James Stephen Dillard. So the logical question, then, is: Was 

James Stephen Dillard, of Virginia, a myth -- or was he a real person? 

The usual order of research is to look first in printed material and then try to verify it by actual records. 

Printed sketches in available books begin 
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with Judith Parks America Hill's A History of Henry County, Virginia..., first published in 1925. (pp. 67-70, 

152-156.) Actually there was an earlier publication. In 1976 in the vertical file at the Department of 

Archives and History in Montgomery, Alabama, I found "A Partial History of the Dillard Family" by H. M. 

(Henry Moorman) Dillard; it is almost two columns of fine print, from the Montgomery Advertiser for 2 

February 1902. This seems to be the real source of most printed versions of Dillard ancestry, including 

the Hill History. The ex-planation is that HMD carried on a voluminous correspondence, and letter 

writing was the chief method of discovering ancestors before large genealogical collections became 

available during the last half of this century. 

In more than sixty photostatic copies of printed Dillard sketches or pedigrees, those which trace a Dillard 

line back to the 1600's have the same first three generations, none documented, but often in the same 

words as the 1902 clipping: George Dillard, his son James Stephen Dillard (born in 1658), his son James 

(or James Stephen, Jr.). Credit is occasionally given to Hill's Henry County, which is itself undocumented 

and therefore not an adequate source. 

Several records of George Dillard appear in Nugent's Cavaliers and Pioneers, from the first one when he 

was a headright of Capt. Moore Fantleroy on 22 May 1650 (p. 195), through his acquisition of land in 

New Kent County, which fell into King and Queen County when it was created in 1691. We learn that he 

had a wife when the two sold 76 acres of New Kent County land in 1679. The 1704 Quit Rent Rolls, 

published in several books, are really a census of Virginia landowners. Every landowner had to pay the 

King an annual quit rent of one shilling per fifty acres. Names included were Nicho. and Edwd. Dillard 

and Thomas and Geo. Dillard in King and Queen County and William Dolerd in New Kent County. (Isle of 

Wight County records show that Henry Dullard was Henry Bullard.) Dillard/Dolerd names were found 

only in adjoining counties of King and Queen and New Kent. Yet none of the Dillard landowners except 

George are in genealogies published before 1960. When a researcher attempts to verify the existence of 

James Stephen Dillard and his son James -- since printed statements are not necessarily true --the 

trouble begins. No James Stephen Dillard is in any early Virginia record in any county. No James Dillard 

appears until 1758 -- a hundred years after James Stephen's supposed birth -- when a James Dillard 

patented 269 acres, part in New Kent and part in James City County, Virginia; hence the frustration of 

Dillard researchers. 

Because no county records exist for New Kent or King and Queen County until 1865, Church of England 

records are vital. Parish registers and vestry books are really official records, since vestries of the various 

parishes had certain civil duties. From 1735 the same names -- George, Thomas, and Nicholas Dillard -- 

appear in King and Queen County; and Edward, from 1733 in adjoining Middlesex County. There is no 

James Stephen Dillard. There is no James Dillard. 

So is James Stephen Dillard a myth? The successful researcher must go beyond the obvious. Spelling was 

not standardized, and the handwriting of the 1600's and 1700's was different from today's. Names were 

written as they sounded to the record keeper. St. Peter's Parish Register, New Kent County, lists three 

families. William Dollard with wife Sarah had sons William in 1704 (father of Thomas in 1736) and 
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Francis in 1709, the year William died; and James Dollard, with no wife named, had Elizabeth in 170_ 

and James in 171_. John and Susannah Dollard had James (1736), Edward (1739), Lucy (1754), and 

Susann (1757). James (1758), Edward and Thomas (1782) Dillard -- not Dollard -- appear in New Kent 

records. The key to the mystery is in changed handwriting. In the 1600's and 1700's the letter e was 

often written like an o with a loop at the top. Thus William, James, and John Dollard were meant to have 

the surname Dellard. Often short e is pronounced like short i and Dillard is often pronounced in such 

ways that it could be spelled with any first vowel. 

On 6 September 1978 at the Virginia State Library, to make sure of the appearance of the letter 

transcribed as an o, I had the photostatic copy of the parish register and vestry book brought from the 

stacks. I was disappointed to see that the o was definitely an o. But David Mossom, rector from 1727 

past 
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1758, the last date in the book, testified that Hen Collings, clerk from 1722, "had the books recopied, 

the e in Charles was written like o with a loop at the top, and each e in recover had a loop at the top 

and o had a horizontal line straight out from the top. That indicates that the name Dollard in the two 

books was first written as Dellard, a transcription of Dillard, which was later miscopied -- a frequent type 

of error. 

When people tell remembered things about ancestors, they often remember names and events but 

forget dates. The strong tradition of a James, son of George Dillard, with son James seems a logical 

memory, especially since the Dollard/Dellard men -- James with son James -- existed and are in official 

records. 

But James Stephen Dillard? Augusta B. Fothergill, an authority on Virginia records, wrote Terry 

Moorman Dillard that during the supposed James Stephen's lifetime, said to be from 1658, double 

forenames were not used. (Katherine Reynolds, The Dillard Family, p. 83.) Anyone can verify this in 

Virginia records of that time. Not even the governor, Sir William Berkeley, or the greatest landowners 

used double given names. This, then, seems to be the answer: There was no James Stephen Dillard, but 

there was a James Dillard of record, who very well could have been George Dillard's son. This James 

Dillard had a son, James, also of record, who probably was the ancestor of some later Dillards, but he 

was not the progenitor of all later Dillards, as a number of printed genealogies imply. Dillards with other 

given names also had children. 

JOHN DILLARD'S THIRTY-TWO YEARS AT FLAT 

CREEK 

By John M. Dillard 
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Recorded deeds in Buncombe County, North Carolina, tell interesting facts about John Dillard and his 

family who resided there some thirty-two years. That is longer than John Dillard lived in any other place, 

including Culpepper and Pittsylvania Counties, Virginia, Washington County, Tennessee or Rabun 

County, Georgia. Only Flat Creek deeds will be herein considered, and we will leave other artifacts of 

John Dillard in Buncombe County until another day. 

The proof that we have established the same John Dillard who lived and died in Rabun County, Georgia 

is in the very last deed he executed in Buncombe County in 1826 to Adam Miller in Deed Book 24, Page 

399, in which he was described as "John Dillard of the State of Georgia, County of Rabun". In fact, John 

Dillard in his Revolutionary pension application represented that he lived in Buncombe County, North 

Carolina. 

An 1821 deed in which John Dillard sold adjoining property to William Pickens in Deed Book 19, Page 

358, identifies a 100 acre tract of land in the Flat Creek section of Buncombe County as his original 

homeplace which he acquired as a land grant from the State of North Carolina in 1789 when it was 

Burke County, which became a part of Buncombe County in 1791. The Pickens sale makes John's 

departure into Rabun County about 1821 most probable, with the Miller sale coming five years later. 

Flat Creek is a rural community still labeled by that name lying east of present U. S. Highway 23, about 

ten miles north of present Asheville, North Carolina. It consists of gently rolling hills in a large plain 

surrounded by higher mountains in the far distance. It is much like the landscape of the Little Tennessee 

Valley of Rabun County and the wide bottom lands of the Nulachucky River in then Washington County 

(now Unicoi), Tennessee to which John Dillard was apparently strongly attracted. 

Starting with the original 1789 homeplace, John Dillard added a 100 acre tract for a consideration of "50 

shillings for every 100" acres in 1799 "lying south of his old survey" (Buncombe County Deed Book 4, 

Page 347), a 60 acre tract "beginning on his hickory north corner by William Dillard's house on Strother's 
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line" in 1808 (Deed Book 3, Page 463), and another 100 acre tract in 1810 "on the south side of Flat 

Creek adjoining William Garrison, Bailey's Mill and Thomas Garrison" (Deed Book D, Page 83). The last 

property John Dillard purchased at Flat Creek - making a total of 560 acres -- was in 1820 for 200 acres of 

adjoining property described as 100 acres "where John Dillard, Jr. settled" and 100 acres granted to 

James Gregory in Deed Book 14, Page 250. 

What is more interesting is who owned land next to John Dillard's homeplace. Thomas Dillard, beginning 

in 1806 and continuing through 1808, purchased 220 acres of Flat Creek land in three deeds, one of 

which was witnessed by William Dillard, and which appeared to touch John Dillard's property (Deed 

Book 7, Page 650; Deed Book 3, Page 396 and Deed Book 3, Page 461). By 1810, all of the Thomas Dillard 

land had been sold to third parties, in that he is said to have migrated to Arkansas. 
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William Dillard, who married Sarah Gregory, a daughter of William Gregory, acquired through his wife's 

family a 105 acre tract at Flat Creek in 1806 in Deed Book A, Page 311. This tract was called for in John 

Dillard's 1808 deed as adjoining property. John Dillard was a witness to this 105 acre deed. This property 

was sold in 1812, the probable date when William Dillard migrated with his young family to Knox 

County, Kentucky and later to Greene County, Missouri. 

An 1812 deed is found where John Dillard, Jr. and James Gregory, described as then of "Knox County, 

Kentucky", sold out to Zachariah Candler their 200 acres adjoining the original John Dillard homeplace 

(Deed Book E, Page 74). The 1812 deed, (which is the same land John Dillard, Jr.'s father purchased from 

Candler in 1820 as above noted) mentions that John Dillard, Jr. acquired this property by land grant from 

the state at an undisclosed date. This land grant is not indexed and may have never been recorded. It is 

reported that John Dillard, Jr., after living in Knox County, Kentucky, and Monroe County, Tennessee (he 

owned recorded real estate there, too) finally resided until his death in Cass County, Georgia near 

present Calhoun, Georgia, survived by his wife, Rhoda Lee Dillard, and many children. 

Finally in 1814, James Dillard, then age twenty-one, purchased 100 acres from a neighbor, John Strother, 

at Flat Creek. This land appears to be contiguous to the tracts of land which John Dillard purchased in 

1794 and 1810. No record is indexed in Buncombe County to whom or when James Dillard sold this 

property after he, with his wife, Sally Barnard, moved to Rabun County, Georgia, with his father, John. 

We may not know the circumstances of why Thomas, William and John Dillard, Jr. left their Dillard kin at 

Flat Creek, but we can safely conclude that by 1821, John Dillard, then 66 years of age, probably decided 

it was better to leave his Buncombe County of thirty-two years and follow the younger children into 

Rabun County, Georgia, rather than be left behind without any of his children in Buncombe County, 

North Carolina. 

SPOTLIGHT 

Our spotlight in this newsletter is on 35 year old wildlife artist Stephen M. Dillard of Greenville, South 

Carolina, son of Robert and Dot Dillard who were present at the 1991 reunion. Steve has provided 

wildlife prints for South Carolina Wildlife, Ducks Unlimited and the Southern Sportsman Exposition. 

Steve was the 1987 South Carolina Wildlife Stamp winner, and the winner for West Virginia in 1988. His 

work appears in Duck Stamps and Prints, Complete Federal and State Edition. 

Steve is a descendant of Samuel Dillard, a son of George Dillard of Culpepper County, Virginia. Samuel 

Dillard migrated to Laurens District, South Carolina near the Revolution and was first cousin to John 

Dillard of Rabun County. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Copyright © 1998 by the Dillard Family Association. 
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The full text of the DILLARD ANNUAL, 

Volume 2; January, 1993, pages 1-29. 

 

DILLARD ANNUAL, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard, Copyright © 1998 by the Dillard Family 

Association. 

PLANS FIRMED FOR 1993 REUNION JUNE 12 

Sara L. Buckmaster, Vice President with her committee has worked hard to firm up plans for the 1993 

Dillard Reunion, scheduled for Saturday, June 12 and Sunday, June 13, 1993 at Henry's Playhouse of the 

Dillard House, Dillard, Georgia. The moving of this date a week away was to avoid conflicts with 

graduation ceremonies. The schedule, which is in final form earlier this year, is as follows: 

FIFTY THIRD ANNUAL DILLARD REUNION 

Saturday, June 12, 1993 

Sunday, June 13, 1993 

DILLARD, GEORGIA 

Saturday, June 12, 1993 

9:00 A.M. Registration at Henry's Playhouse. 

10:00 A.M. Tallulah Falls Gorge Hike conducted by Barnard Malcolm Dillard. 

12:30 P.M. Fellowship and lunch on your own. 

2:00 P.M. Third Annual Dillard History Session 

John T. Coleman, Marietta, Georgia. "Records of Rabun County, Georgia" 

"Wide Open" Panel Discussion of Dillard History Problems. Lucile R. Johnson, Chairman, with other 

Dillard Researchers on panel (You talk! Bring your notes and bring it up!) 

 

Dillard Annual - published by the Dillard Family Association of Dillard, Rabun County, Georgia 
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7:00 P.M. "Bull Table" Dinner in Dillard House Dining Room (go in and sit right next to whomever is 

already seated at a special "Dillard Section" of tables - eat from the fare and pay after you leave) 

Fellowship before and afterwards. Reservations, please. 

Sunday, June 13, 1993>BR> 

11:00 A.M. Church Services on your own. 

12:00 P.M. Fellowship at Henry's Playhouse. Late Registration. 

1:00 P.M. Dinner at Henry's Playhouse, catered by the Dillard House at cost of $12.00 per person (with 

purchase of tickets at dining room cash register) Reservations, please. 

2:30 P.M. Business Session, Dr. Sara L. Buckmaster, Vice President, presiding. Election of officers for 

1993-94 and other business. 

3:00 P.M. DRIVING SITE TOUR led by Edward R. Dillard, B. Malcolm Dillard and Jim Dillard. 

4:30 P.M. Adjourn. 

 

Fill out, tear off and send registration form below to Mrs. Rachel Dillard Scott, Treasurer

 

REGISTRATION 

Name_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_______________________________________________Zip____________ 

 

Number in Party_______________________________________________________ 

 

I/We will attend the Saturday night 7:00 p.m. dinner  Yes____No____ 

 

I/We will attend the Sunday 1:00 p.m. dinner  Yes____No____ 
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A second notice will be sent out before June 12. If you are coming, why not send in your reservations on 

the tear-out form above to Rachel Dillard Scott, Secretary-Treasurer? Please make motel and hotel 

reservations on your own. Details of hotel, motel and similar accommodations from the Rabun County 

Chamber of Commerce will be mailed with the second notice. 

Any Dillard by blood or marriage is welcome, and not just the Rabun County Dillard descendants. We 

want to meet and know our Dillard kin whoever and wherever they may be in that we aspire to provide 

Dillard fellowship, and preserve Dillard history, on a national basis. 

LOUISE DILLARD COLDREN 

The broader Dillard family is saddened by the death of Louise Dillard Coldren, age 74, President of the 

Dillard Family Association for the current year, at her residence at the Dillard House, Dillard, Georgia on 

November 21, 1992 from rapidly moving cancer. 

Louise refused to give up her well known zest for a very active life focused on others even during her 

final painful illness. As was characteristic of Louise, she unselfishly pushed herself in her usual 

gregarious, incessantly busy lifestyle, untainted with self-pity, always responding that she felt "great" up 

to the very end. 

The idea of reviving the Dillard reunions after fifty years was an idea which came from Louise. She 

played a major role in the staging of the 1991 and 1992 reunions, and was planning for the 1993 

Reunion. Her honors and accomplishments during her lifetime are too numerous to mention. Included 

among the lesser is her work in the final year of her life as a director of the Rabun County Historical 

Commission in the publication of its new book. 

Her extroverted and genial personality were trademarks of her well known Dillard hospitality and 

character. Louise, the only daughter of her generation of the Dillard House clan, was born feeding and 

waiting on other people. Even with a time at teaching school and raising five children, she looked after 

and fed people by the tens of thousands, including those who did not have the money to pay. She would 

give you the shirt off her back, and frequently did. Her trust in all human beings was constant. Her 

optimism when things looked bad was contagious. All this cannot be replaced and will be missed by the 

many who knew her. 
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Her love and support of the larger Dillard family, its culture and heritage, during her journey on this 

earth is a legacy she has left behind for our enrichment for which we should indeed be thankful. 

1992 REUNION REVISITED 



The Dillard Family Association - The Dillard Annuals 

21 
 

It was great! If anything was wrong, there was just too much going on and some missed out on part of 

some of the events which overlapped others. A highlight of the l992 Reunion was a personal visit with us 

by former President of the United States Jimmy Carter, to whom we express our appreciation for his 

cordiality in thinking about and joining us. He has a standing invitation to come back in that he shall 

hereforth be deemed an honorary cousin. 

Lucile R. Johnson, who came from Little Rock, Arkansas at her expense to tell us about our Arkansas 

Dillard kin could not get to her notes at the appointed time because the Secret Service entourage 

around President Carter was blocking the way to her room. She had to wing it, but it turned out better 

that way. She had a tough act to follow. 

The geographic tour of old Dillard landmarks was so interesting that it took longer than expected. This 

will be repeated in 1993. The tour of the Sallie Dillard Powell and William F. Dillard historic homes was 

beautifully carried out by the owners of those residences and drew a large crowd. Our appreciation is 

extended to the owners of these residences in going to a lot of trouble in getting ready for us and in 

making us feel welcome. 

Malcolm Dillard had a good crowd, including some who were not so young, on the nature hike of Rabun 

County mountains north of Dillard toward Highlands. This was so good it, too, will be repeated in 1993 

at Tallulah Falls picked by Malcolm, a professional forester. 

The Sunday afternoon History Session was kept lively by the panel of so called "old-timers", including 

Jim Dillard, Hershel Grist, Sara S. Ivie and Louise Dillard Coldren, recalling their life experiences in Rabun 

County. This was followed by a panel discussion of experienced history researchers on how to find out 

about Dillards and solve Dillard history problems. The history session was well attended, and everybody 

seemed interested in staying to the end of the two hours allotted. 

The Saturday night barbecue catered by John L. Dillard of the Dillard House was excellent, and was 

attended by approximately 150 people. All business was handled in about fifteen minutes flat 
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following dinner in that everybody wanted to get on with the more important task of fellowship and 

handshaking. 

Our appreciation is extended to 1992 President Barnard Malcolm Dillard for a first class job all the way 

through, which will be hard to come up to in future years. Our appreciation is also extended to the 

Dillard House owners and staff for the use of Henry's Playhouse for the meetings and refreshments at 

no cost to the association. 

For those who didn't come - you see what you missed? 
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MINUTES OF 1992 MEETING 

The following is a verbatim copy of the Minutes of the l992 Business Meeting taken by Secretary Janelle 

P. Knight: 

"The Dillard Family Association Reunion was held in Dillard, Georgia, at Henry's Playhouse on June 6 and 

7, 1992. 

On Saturday, June 6, members of many Dillard families began gathering at Dillard for what proved to be 

a very exciting and enjoyable occasion. Registration began at 1:00 p.m. 

At 1:30 p.m. the group was taken on a tour of sites, cemeteries, and beautiful old houses of Dillard. One 

outstanding feature of the tour was seeing the picture of pioneer John Dillard, Sr., which had only 

recently been discovered. 

At 3:30 p.m. one part of the group left for a hike into the wilderness and waterfalls area of Rabun 

County. 

At 7:00 p.m. registration resumed at Henry's Playhouse as more Dillard descendants continued to arrive. 

Afterwards, a delicious barbecue dinner was served to about one hundred fifty people. After dinner, 

music by Reverend John Sharp, Chaplain of Rabun-Nacoochee School, was enjoyed as he sang solos and 

also led group singing. 

The business session followed, presided over by the president, Malcolm Dillard. 

A new name for the organization, THE NATIONAL DILLARD ASSOCIATION, was suggested. No adverse 

reaction to this suggestion was noted, but no action was taken. 

The president, Malcolm Dillard, asked for recommendations for financial support for the Association. 

After some discussion a motion was made that we accept a recommendation by Bill Dillard 
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that the fiscal year run from July 1, 1992 to July 1, 1993, and that $15.00 per mailing label be paid each 

year. 

Motion was seconded and passed. A motion was made and seconded that collection begin immediately. 

Motion passed. 

The following persons were elected officers for 1993-1993: 

Louise Dillard Coldren    President  Dillard, GA 



The Dillard Family Association - The Dillard Annuals 

23 
 

Sara Buckmaster    Vice President           Breaux Bridge, LA 

Rachel Dillard Scott           Secretary-Treasurer     Anderson, SC 

Meeting was adjourned. 

The history session of The Dillard Family Association Reunion began at 1:30 on Sunday afternoon, June 

7. First on the agenda was "As We Remember Life in Rabun County", informal recollections of some 

Dillard descendants. Malcolm Dillard read a most interesting letter written by his grandmother. Others 

who took part in this part of the program were Louise Coldren, Jim Dillard, Sara Ivie, and Hershel Grist, 

Sr. 

Next was Mrs. Lucile R. Johnson, from Roland, Arkansas, a descendant of Thomas Dillard who was a son 

of John Dillard, Sr. Thomas settled in Arkansas in the early 1800's. Mrs. Johnson, a historian and 

genealogist, gave an interesting account of the Arkansas Dillards. 

Last on the agenda was a panel discussion entitled "How to Dig for Dillards". Moderator was John M. 

Dillard. The panelists were Tom Hughes, Mrs. Dorothy Dillard Hughes, Anne G. Dickerson and Lucile R. 

Johnson. 

Mrs. Hughes emphasized that the place to start is, first, oneself, then one's grandparents, etc. 

John Dillard stressed the importance of examining old deeds in family research. 

Adjournment of the second session of The Dillard Family Association was at 4:00 p.m. 

The consensus of opinion by those attending was that the Reunion was a superior event, most enjoyable 

and well-planned, and one that, it is hoped, will be repeated for many years to come. 

                                   Respectfully submitted, 

                                        Janelle P. Knight, Secretary 

                                        Malcolm Dillard, President" 
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1993 REUNION SPEAKER -JOHN THOMAS COLEMAN 

The principal speaker for our Third Annual History Session, which has been moved to Saturday, June 12, 

1993 at 2:00 P.M. (to relieve the pressure of time on those who would be traveling on Sunday afternoon 

and to leave Sunday open for fellowship) will be John Thomas Coleman of Marietta, Georgia. J.T., born 
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and raised in Rabun County, Georgia, is an insurance claims manager who has been doing historic 

research, especially in Rabun County, for the past fifteen years. 

He is thoroughly familiar with Rabun County, its people, history and its sometimes difficult public 

records. He has indexed Ritchie's Sketches of Rabun County History, the disorganized Inferior Court and 

Ordinary Court Records between 1822 and 1850 and the hard to read Rabun County United States 

Censuses of 1830 through 1900. J.T. was one of the principals involved in the compilation of "Rabun 

County Georgia and its People, Volume l" published in 1992 by the Rabun County Historic Commission. 

His topic will be Rabun County Records and related matters. We are fortunate in having J.T. with us at 

our Third Annual History Session. 

 

THE DILLARDS OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

By Miriam Dillard Klar 

The trek of the Dillard family from eastern Virginia to the beautiful mountains of western North Carolina 

began about 1740, when Thomas Dillard, Sr. and his family moved from Essex County to Orange County, 

Virginia. Other relatives had preceded them to the area. 

Thomas Dillard, Sr. was probably born in King and Queen County, Virginia, circa 1700/1705. He married 

Winifred (Nalle) North, daughter of Martin Nalle and Mary (Alden) Nalle in Essex County, Virginia before 

July, 1729. Thomas and his family were in Orange County from 1740 until 1748, when the area became 

part of a new county, Culpeper. During their time in Orange County, Thomas served as lay reader and 

clerk at St. Mark's Parish. 

On 24 November, 1749, Thomas received a land grant in Culpeper County of 1,100 acres adjoining 

George Dillard. He kept this land 
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less than four months, and he and Winifred sold it on 15 March, 1749/50. 

Shortly thereafter, in early 1752, Thomas, Sr. moved to the newly formed county of Halifax in southern 

Virginia. There Thomas, Sr., Thomas, Jr., Edward and James Dillard patented 4,800 acres of land and 

were active in the settlement and development of that area. In the next fifteen years, Thomas, Sr., 

received appointments to the positions of Justice of the Peace and Coroner. He was also active in the 

church, serving Antrim Parish as vestryman, warden, and lay reader. In the Militia he received 

commissions as Captain in 1752 and Major in 1755. 
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In 1767, Pittsylvania County was formed out of Halifax County, and the Dillards and their holdings were 

in this new county. Once again, Thomas, Sr. and Thomas, Jr. became active in the establishment of the 

new area. They were appointed as two of the first Justices of the Peace in 1767, and Thomas, Sr. was 

appointed Coroner in 1768. He was lay reader for the New Camden Parish. 

Thomas Dillard, Sr. died in Pittsylvania County in June, 1774. He named two sons in his will, Thomas, Jr. 

and James. Thomas, Jr. was administrator. 

Thomas, Jr. followed in his father's footsteps in service to his community, his church, and his country. 

While in Halifax County, he was appointed undersheriff in 1755, vestryman in 1756 and Captain of the 

Militia in 1762. By 1767, he had obtained the rank of Colonel. He was appointed Justice of the Peace 

(1764) and sheriff of Halifax County in 1766. 

In Pittsylvania County, he again served as Justice of the Peace, Vestryman, warden and lay reader for 

Camden Parish and an officer in the Militia. He commanded expeditions to Gwynn's Island and to 

Boonesboro, Kentucky. Dillard Musterfield was located on his plantation. 

In 1782, Thomas, Jr. decided to move westward to the new lands he had seen on his expeditions. He had 

married Martha Webb about 1759, and they had ten children, two of whom were already married by 

this time. Thomas and Martha moved, with their large family and many slaves, to Washington County, 

North Carolina, an area that would later be a part of the State of Tennessee. He purchased 400 acres of 

land, but did not have long to enjoy his new home as he died in 1784 or 1785. 
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The children of Thomas, Jr. and Martha Dillard, and their spouses, were: 

Elizabeth Dillard married Lt. Charles Hutchings. 

Benjamin Dillard married Anne Ward Lynch, widow of Christopher Lynch. 

Winnesophia Dillard married James Love. 

Mary Ann Dillard married Robert Love. 

Thomas Dillard, III married Dorcas Love. 

Stacy Dillard married Gabriel Elkins. 

Martha Dillard married Thomas Love. 

Anne Dillard died unmarried. 

John married Sarah (LNU). 
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Rebecka married Joseph Byler. 

James, Robert and Thomas Love were brothers from Augusta County, Virginia, and Dorcas Love was 

most likely their first cousin. 

As the young people married and started families they moved over to Buncombe County, North Carolina 

with all the Loves and Thomas and John moving on to Haywood County. By 1809, Thomas, III, Dorcas 

and their children were living on a 174 acres tract of land on the Oconolufty River, adjoining the Indian 

lands. Thomas died there in 1827. Though he left no will, his known children (from other public 

documents) were Artemesia Petit Dillard, John Love Dillard, Esther, Thomas, IV, Samuel and David L. 

Dillard. There may have been others that have not been identified. In the 1830's, Dorcas and her sons 

moved to the area that would later be Jackson County. Artemesia had married Daniel Bryson and Esther 

had married William Wiggins. John Love Dillard, Thomas, IV and Samuel moved to Gilmer County, 

Georgia as had their Uncle John. All had very large families and have many descendants in North Georgia 

and Tennessee. One son of Thomas, IV, L.M. Dillard, was raised by his grandmother, Dorcas, married and 

settled in the Cashiers District of Jackson County about 1861. Several of the descendants and their 

relatives still reside in that area. 

David L. Dillard was born in Cherokee, Haywood County, North Carolina on 21 June, 1815. He married 

Edith Harris, daughter of Benjamin and Frances Harris, on 16 April, 1838. In 1849 David Dillard, his wife 

and baby, and his mother Dorcas and grandson were the only Dillards in Jackson County, North Carolina, 

according to 

 

Begin page 10 of the: DILLARD ANNUAL, Vol. 2, Jan., 1993, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard. 

 

census records. Dorcas died 20 September, 1853. David was a farmer and pioneer school teacher. He 

and Edith were the parents of thirteen children: 

William Holland Thomas Dillard married first, Julia Anne Gibson; secondly, Martha Jane Henry. 

Rutha Dillard married first Jehu (John) Jones; secondly, John McMahan. 

Darcus Manurvy Dillard married William Riley Franklin. 

Benjamin Franklin Dillard married Elvira McCauley. 

Frances (Fanny) C. Dillard married Jacob Marion Shuler. 

Edith J. Dillard married Joseph A. Cope. 

Artie Dillard died unmarried. 
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David Zebulon Dillard married first, Margaret Alsedonna Ward; secondly, Tabitha Isabell (Parker) Wood, 

widow of Thadeus D. Wood. 

Thadeus Bryson Dillard married first, Margaret E. Hooper; secondly, Della Messer. 

Sarah Jane Dillard married Rufus Lafayette Nations. 

Theresa Clementine Dillard married James Alexander Pruett. 

John Morgan Dillard married Frances "Dora" Holland. 

James Robert Dillard married Mary Rigdon. 

These are the Dillards of the 19th Century in western North Carolina, and they have hundreds of 

descendants. 

William Holland Thomas Dillard (1839-1908) and Martha Jane Henry Dillard (1850-1940) were my 

grandparents. He was the father of thirteen children. 

All information in this article was found in the public records of the named counties, vestry books, and 

military records. 

 

FLOREE DILLARD GILDEN, age 75, of Westminster, South Carolina, a member and supporter of the 

Dillard Family Association, died on January 12, 1993 and was buried in the First Baptist Church cemetery. 

She was the daughter of Doctor Holman Dillard and Rosaline Dickson Dillard, and a granddaughter of 

John B. Dillard, Jr. and Florida Wilburn Dillard originally of Rabun County, Georgia, who later moved and 

died in Oconee County, South Carolina. She was the great-granddaughter of John B. Dillard, Sr. and 

Rachel McKinney Dillard of Rabun County, Georgia. Survivors are her son, Theron Gilden, and a 

granddaughter. 
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WESTWARD HO THE DILLARDS! 

By Howard Vallance Jones 

There are three towns named Dillard in the United States: one is in Missouri, and I have no idea which 

branch of the Dillard family is honored there. The second is in Rabun County, Georgia, and was named 

after the Revolutionary Soldier John Dillard (1755-1842) who moved there in the 1820's, while the third 

is in Douglas County, Oregon, and was named after a grandson of that same John Dillard. 
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I have not been to the Oregon Dillard, but a picture sent to me indicates that it is small, not unlike its 

namesake in Georgia. The Dillards in Georgia and Oregon may have prospered, but they apparently did 

not have the knack of picking a town site which would later grow into a major metropolis. 

When some Dillards made the final migration westward to Oregon, they were, in a sense, only following 

a family tradition of many generations, one shared by most American pioneer families. George Dillard, 

the Founder, migrated from the British Isles to Virginia. His descendants soon moved from coastal to 

inland Virginia. The parents of John Dillard of Georgia moved from Culpeper County to Pittsylvania 

County, Virginia, and later John himself moved on to Washington County, Tennessee, then Buncombe 

County, North Carolina, and finally Rabun County, Georgia. 

The movement continued as the three elder sons of John Dillard of Georgia broke away from their 

father and the rest of the family. Thomas left the family nest quite early and went off to Arkansas. John 

Jr. went to Kentucky, then to Monroe County, Tennessee, and finally to another part of Georgia. William 

F., the author's ancestor, went with John Dillard Jr. to Kentucky and Monroe County, Tennessee, but 

after that parted company with him and went west to Greene County, Missouri. 

Why all this movement? The answer is probably very simple: land. In a society where the occupation of 

most people was farming, land was all important. Young men starting a family wanted their own farm; 

land was essential for them -- for making a living and also for establishing their status in society. If land 

was not available, or if what land was available was unsatisfactory, migration was the necessary way to 

start adult life and to become more prosperous. 

In 1837, William F. Dillard, third son of John Dillard of Rabun County, Georgia, left Monroe County, 

Tennessee, and moved to 
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Greene County, Missouri, along with his wife, Sarah H. Gregory, and his 7 sons and 6 daughters. The four 

eldest children were already married and had started families: Mary Love Dillard, born in 1807, and 

married to Horace Snow; Stephen Morgan Dillard, born in 1810, and married to Julia Ann Renshaw; 

Samuel Dillard, born c.1811, and married to Elizabeth Julian; and John McCord Dillard, born in 1813 and 

married to Jane Gray Martin. 

William F. Dillard purchased 320 acres in Missouri. How much land, if any, the young couples just listed 

were able to get has not been traced. Their farms must have left something to be desired, either in 

quantity or quality, for it was not very many years before they moved on. In 1850, it was advertised that 

Oregon land was offered free in return for only four years of residence and cultivation, an offer the 

young couples eventually found tempting. None of them started west immediately, and so for all we 

know there may have been other reasons for the migration. It is intriguing that only the eldest four 

children of William F. Dillard went west, while the younger children stayed in Missouri with their 
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parents. This reminds one of what happened a generation earlier, when the three elder sons of John 

Dillard broke away from the family, but the youngest children stayed with their parents and eventually 

moved to Rabun County with them. There may be stories here, but apparently there is no hint of them 

now. 

The first Missourian Dillard to go west was the Rev. John McCord Dillard (b. 16 Aug. 1813, d. 12 June 

1893), a "farmer, mechanic, and Presbyterian minister". It is reported that he came home one day from 

a series of evangelistic services and found that a cyclone had damaged his farm. This decided the family 

on leaving, and in 1850, in three wagons which he made, they crossed the plains, arriving in Oregon on 

15 October, 1850, in not very good condition or spirits. Snow had come while they crossed the 

mountains, giving the cattle no proper grazing, and all the animals but one had died from eating 

rhododendron. 

The family made do as best it could, with Jane Martin Dillard working as a seamstress in a local store. 

She was paid $10.00 a day for making men's buckskin trousers. John went off to the gold fields, and did 

well enough to return with $800 in gold dust, with which in 1856 he purchased 640 acres in the valley of 

the South Umpqua River, the site of the town of Dillard. There, he later organized a Presbyterian Church, 

and a private school, and became the first postmaster. 

Stephen Dillard (b. March 1819, d. 31 March 1867) was the next to catch the westward itch. He set out 

in 1852, serving as captain 
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of the wagon train. However, this expedition got only as far as Kansas when a crippling cholera epidemic 

made them turn back. Whether others of the family were with them is not known. 

Before Stephen was to try again, Samuel Dillard, also a preacher, became the next brother actually to 

reach Oregon. He arrived there on 16 August 1853, and settled in Lane County, some sixty or more miles 

from brother John in Douglas County. Perhaps there was no more land at Dillard, but since the brothers 

did not go out to Oregon together, one suspects that their living so far apart was not accidental. 

In 1856, another expedition to the west was organized, a monstrous wagon train of something 

approaching 60 wagons. Stephen Dillard became captain of one half of this train, with his brother-in-law 

Horace Snow captain of the other half. They left Missouri in April and moved slowly across the plains. 

This time, however, the expedition turned south, away from the brothers already in Oregon, and headed 

for California. Stephen bought a farm in Petaluma. He later moved for a time to Lane County, Oregon, 

where Samuel had settled, but eventually returned to Petaluma. The Snow family stopped some miles 

west of Petaluma, in Lake County, California, where Horace Snow died soon after arrival. Sarah Love 
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Dillard Snow remained there the rest of her life, some of the children staying in California, others going 

back to join their siblings who had stayed in Missouri. 

Two children of this period, George Milton Dillard, son of Stephen, and Molly Snow, granddaughter of 

Horace Snow, in later years told stories about these transcontinental treks (although one wonders how 

accurate the tales are, considering that George was seven and Molly five at the time). They reported 

that movement was slow and arduous for the large Dillard-Snow wagon train. It was difficult to average 

even fifteen miles a day. Besides, Stephen Dillard maintained a strict discipline throughout the train, 

which included resting and not traveling on the Sabbath. George also remembered that his father "used 

a yoke of three oxen on each of the three wagons and he never worked one yoke two consecutive days." 

Both children remembered the Indians, who hovered around the wagon train a great deal, but were 

generally not hostile. Molly remembered their begging for bacon, and also how they ate the pioneers' 

brown soap; "while they chewed on it the froth & soapsuds would form around the mouth & hang on 

their chin till they were a comic sight." George remembered a man who got an arrow through his thigh, 

and another time when an Indian was detected stealing a 
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horse from the camp. When a guard fired at the Indian, he decamped quickly, leaving behind his bow, 

which George kept for many years. 

Later stories had it that one evening when the children were called in, one of the young Snow girls had 

vanished and was never seen again, presumably captured by the Indians. However, neither of the eye-

witness accounts mentions this, although one does recall the discovery of the body of an unknown girl. 

Both children also remembered that there were beads to collect in the ant hills along the way. George 

thought they were beads lost by the Indians and hidden away by the ants, but Molly thought the ants 

either found or made the beads, and the Indians "would collect the beads of shades and bead moccasins 

in the most delicate shading that no educated artist could imitate." 

Needless to say, our western pioneers went to work to populate the new territory. Mary Love Dillard 

and Horace Snow had fourteen children, most of whom stayed in California. There were eight children in 

the family of Stephen M. and Julia Renshaw Dillard, five for Samuel Dillard and Elizabeth Julian, and 

three for John McCord and Jane Martin Dillard. Most of these had children, and the number of present 

day descendants must be very large. 

Who knows? Maybe one of these days, someone out there will arrange to have a western Dillard 

reunion at Dillard, Oregon! 
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Sources of information: Shirley Clayton, "Pioneer Stories", manuscript at Dillard, OR; George M. Dillard, 

"Wagon Train Pioneers", The Register, Eugene OR, 18 July 1931; Genealogical Records of Oregon 

Pioneer Families, Compiled by Genealogical Records Commission, Oregon Society D.A.R.; Mrs. Sam 

Miller, "Recollections", manuscript in Douglas County, OR, Museum; Molly Snow Norman, manuscript 

letter of recollections of the trip west, formerly in possession of Thelma Snow Van Winkle; Oregon 

Donation Land Claims; Fay Hampton Robertson, "The Dillards of Dillard Road," Lane County Historian, 

XVI, # 1, Spring 1971, pp. 12 ff. 
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Editorial 

JOHN DILLARD'S SERVICE WITH PICKENS 

It was once published that John Dillard of Rabun County served with General Andrew Pickens in his 

expeditions against the Cherokee Indians. This has been repeated in other accounts about John Dillard. 

A. J. Ritchie, in a sketch of General Andrew Pickens of South Carolina, tells us that Pickens was one of the 

heroes of Grant's victory over the Cherokee Indians in the French and Indian War when Pickens was just 

22 years of age. He further verifies that in 1785 after the Revolutionary War Pickens forced the 

Cherokee Indians in a single treaty to give up all of their claims in South Carolina and northeast Georgia 

out of which Rabun County was created. The latter was not the result of fighting, but Pickens' skills as an 

Indian treaty negotiator. It is stated that one of Pickens' Cherokee Indian battles was fought and won in 

the Little Tennessee River Valley in what is now Rabun County. 

The basis of the conclusion that John Dillard served against the Cherokees with Pickens is unknown in 

that no sources are known. At the time and place when the Indian expeditions occurred, Pickens was 

residing in South Carolina, and John Dillard was residing in far away Pittsylvania County, Virginia. The 

conclusion that John Dillard served under General Andrew Pickens in the American Revolution seems 

based on still another conclusion that John Dillard and James Dillard of Laurens District, South Carolina, 

served together in the American Revolution in companies of which the well known James Dillard was a 

captain. It is reasoned that since James Dillard served with Pickens during the Revolutionary War (which 

he did in fact), so did John Dillard. The latter could also be the basis for the conclusion that John Dillard 

served with Pickens against the Cherokees, in that Pickens' expeditions against the Cherokees grew out 

of, and were timed with, his service in the Revolution. These conclusions need further investigation with 

the test of proved facts and not myth. 

Dillard researchers have in recent years thought that the captain with whom John Dillard served was his 

probable first cousin, Thomas Dillard, Jr. of Pittsylvania County, Virginia, where John Dillard's 

Revolutionary military service, according to his own pension application, took place. A complete account 

of the Revolutionary military record of Thomas Dillard, Jr. is set forth in the old and respected History of 
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Pittsylvania County, Virginia by Maud Carter Clement at pages 163 and 164 and elsewhere. A careful 

tracking of John Dillard's military record in the Revolution as alleged by him in his pension application 

compared to Thomas Dillard Jr.'s documented military record as set forth in Maud Carter Clement and 

elsewhere leaves little doubt that it was Thomas Dillard, Jr. and not James Dillard with whom John 

Dillard served. These two records verify each other in almost every detail. 
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James Dillard of South Carolina, a son of George Dillard of Culpeper County, Virginia, and also a probable 

first cousin to John Dillard of Rabun County, had left Virginia and settled in South Carolina prior to the 

beginning of the Revolutionary War. As pointed out by Marjorie Lee Holland in her Sims P. and Melissa 

Hendricks Dillard: Their Ancestors and Descendants, James Dillard was in Laurens District South Carolina 

when he married Mary Ramage Dillard, later Revolutionary heroine, on December 4, 1774. His brothers, 

Major, Samuel and William (killed in the South Carolina Revolutionary battle of Eutaw Springs in which 

Andrew Pickens also fought) were also there about the time of the Revolution. 

James Dillard's documented military service in the American Revolution, including the Battle of Kings 

Mountain, occurred in and from South Carolina. Pickens' Revolutionary War military activities extended 

in and from South Carolina in the general period from 1775 through 1782, with Pickens' last "fighting" 

expedition against the Cherokee Indians occurring in 1782. John Dillard was in Pittsylvania County, 

Virginia until about 1782, a resident of Washington County, N.C. (Tennessee) until about 1789 when he 

settled in Buncombe County, North Carolina where he remained until about 1823 before making his 

final home in Rabun County, Georgia. 

Andrew Pickens, while frequently serving as a treaty negotiator on behalf of the United States with the 

Cherokees, Creeks and other Indian nations after the Revolution, was never engaged in military activities 

of any kind after 1782. He died at his home at Tomassee, South Carolina in 1817, (this is in present 

Oconee County, South Carolina adjoining Rabun County, Georgia) two years prior to the organization of 

Rabun County in 1819 and its later settlement by John and James Dillard in the 1820's. 

General Andrew Pickens did engage in fighting the British at the Battle of Guilford Courthouse under 

General Greene in central North Carolina in 1781. John Dillard's pension application mentions his 

Revolutionary service under General Greene across into North Carolina probably in this same battle not 

far from John Dillard's home in Pittsylvania County where he was based in that Virginia county's militia. 

We do not have the slightest documentation, however, that John Dillard served there under General 

Pickens. 

The times, places and circumstances, and written proof, do not substantiate that John Dillard ever 

served with General Andrew Pickens in fighting the Cherokee Indians or in fighting the British in the 

American Revolution. Perhaps it is time to get the record corrected. 
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Sources of information: Andrew J. Ritchie, Sketches of Rabun County History, pages 14,15,26,151 and 

160; "The Dillard House 
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Story", Soul Searching, Vol. 15, assembled by John Thomas Coleman; History of Pittsylvania County, 

Virginia, Maud Carter Clement, page 147; unpublished information of Dr. Howard V. Jones; "The Story 

Told by the Deeds in Buncombe County" unpublished by John M. Dillard based on deed records of that 

county; Pension file of John Dillard No. S31,649 in the National Archives; Military Records of Pittsylvania 

County, Virginia, The Virginia-North Carolina Piedmont Genealogical Society; An Intimate History of the 

American Revolution in Pittsylvania County, Virginia, Frances Hallum Hurt; The Fighting Elder, Alice 

Noble Waring, University of South Carolina Press, 1962, pages 8, 20, 32, 57, 119, and 209. 

 

Editorial 

WHAT HAPPENED TO ALBERT? 

Four of the seven sons of John B. Dillard and Rachel McKinney Dillard left Rabun County at different 

times starting about 1885, and made their homes in Westminster, Oconee County, South Carolina, 

which is some thirty four miles southeast of Dillard, Georgia in the adjoining county in South Carolina. 

These included Albert Lafayette Dillard. A brother, Robert L. Dillard, is said to have died a violent death 

at age 28 in 1897 and is buried next to his parents in Head of the Tennessee Baptist Church cemetery at 

Dillard. 

The names and a brief history of all of the seven sons and three daughters of John B. Dillard, Sr. and his 

wife, Rachel McKinney Dillard, is at pages 193 and 194 in Ritchie's Sketches of Rabun County History. 

The Town of Westminster had its first United States Post Office in 1874, and was incorporated on March 

17, 1875.1 

It is said by some that Albert L. Dillard is the one who inflicted the fatal wound on his youngest brother, 

Robert. This story, if true, in some of its details would make good grocery 

------------------------- 

1Oconee County Centennial, publisher unknown, May 2, 1968 and 1955 Westminster City Directory, Westminster 

Directory Service, Inc., with Oscar Tuck, compiler in the possession of W. J. England of Westminster, South 

Carolina. 
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store tabloid. Some have searched for a fact, just any fact, to prove or disprove this story. None has 

been found. There was no known criminal prosecution. The story is different in minor detail with every 

telling. The story, said by some to be well known, was virtually unknown until recently in the John B. 

Dillard, Sr. line in which it allegedly happened. Do the facts about Albert Dillard, in and around, and after 

1897, shed any objective light on the truth? Let us consider a few of them. 

Albert L. Dillard according to his imposing gravestone in East View Cemetery in Westminster was born 

on October 23, 1864 and died at only 43 years of age on April 20, 1907.2 Ritchie records that he served 

as Sheriff of Rabun County, Georgia from 1891 through 1894.3 Albert and his brother B. R. Dillard were 

appointed by the Ordinary of Rabun County on January 6, 1896 to serve as administrators of the estate 

of their father, John B.Dillard, Sr.4 

It appears in subsequent proceedings in this estate that only Beavert R. Dillard continued to serve and 

finally settled this estate as set forth in the Minutes of the Ordinary for Rabun County, Georgia, 1887-

1898. In the initial order of the Ordinary dated January 6, 1896 the words "with Albert L. Dillard" seem 

to have been added as an afterthought following the appointment of B. R. Dillard as sole administrator 

of the estate of J. B. Dillard, Sr.5 A Sale Bill in this estate states that Albert L. Dillard purchased two tracts 

of land from the estate with undisclosed acreage. No deed has been found to date conveying this 

property to Albert L. Dillard. 

The petition dated July 27, 1897, the year of the date of death of Robert L. Dillard, of George M. Dillard, 

another brother, to have the Ordinary of Rabun County appoint a suitable guardian for his mother, 

Rachel M. Dillard, "an imbecile from old age", (she was then 66 years of ago having been born in 1831) 

recites that A. L. Dillard, B. R. Dillard and John B. Dillard were then residents of Rabun County, Georgia 

and were "the nearest adult relatives of 

------------------------- 

2Information on the gravestone of Albert L. Dillard. 
3Ritchie, 300. Albert Lafayette Dillard, a son of John B. Dillard, Sr., is not to be confused with Albert Dillard, a son of 

James Dillard, and another Albert Dillard who was in turn his son. 
4Minutes of the Ordinary Court of Rabun County, 1887-1898, pages 350, 447. 
5Minutes of the Ordinary Court for Rabun County, Georgia 1887-1898, page 350. 
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Rachel M. Dillard".6 Albert L. Dillard was issued letters guardianship of his mother's property by the 

Ordinary of Rabun County on October 4, 1897.7 He was also appointed as administrator of his mother's 
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estate on her death on June 17, 1899 in that he petitioned the Ordinary on April 2, 1900 for his 

discharge as such and "letters of dismission" were granted by that court.8 

Albert L. Dillard's first real estate purchase in Westminster was in l902.9 His being shown in the 1900 

United States Census for South Carolina as living in the household of his brother, William McKinney 

Dillard, seems to indicate that he was in Westminster by that date and that he was probably then 

unmarried. The date of his marriage to Callie Hull Dillard, a Westminster resident, was reported in the 

Keowee Courier on February 28, 1896.10 Albert L. Dillard was a town policeman in Westminster.11 

Death from unknown causes took Albert L. Dillard one year and two months following his marriage to 

Callie Hull Dillard. The petition for the appointment of Callie as guardian in the estate of Albert L. Dillard 

states that his only child, Alberta Calhoun Dillard, was born two days prior to the date of his death.12 

The estate of Albert L. Dillard who had no will appears comparatively extensive. It consisted of nine 

rental houses and one or two store buildings and listed the ownership by the decedent of 100 acres near 

Dillard in Rabun County, Georgia. Guardianship proceedings were commenced in the Probate Court for 

Oconee County for Alberta Calhoun Dillard, a minor who under South Carolina law who inherited one 

half of her father's intestate estate, and continued until 1928.13 

------------------------- 
6Minutes Ordinary Court of Rabun County, 1887-1898, page 447. 
7Minutes of the Ordinary Court for Rabun County, 1887-1898, page 450. 
8Minutes of the Ordinary Court for Rabun County, 1898-1906, page 95. 
9Deed Book Y, Page 256 recorded in the Clerk's Office for Oconee County on March 3, 1902. 
10Keowee Courier dated February 28, 1906, No. 410. 
11Information given by Harry Clifton Duke of Westminster, S. C., a son of a sister of Callie Hull Dillard. 
12Oconee County Probate Court proceedings in the Estate of Albert L. Dillard, deceased in Apt. 112, File 1115. 
13Apt. 120, File 1180 Probate Court for Oconee County, South Carolina. 
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Callie Hull Dillard married for the second time Albert P. Owens and operated a restaurant near the Ford 

plant in Atlanta where she died at 94 years of age in the l980's.14 Alberta Calhoun Dillard married a 

Thurman, from whom she was divorced and later married Van Lee Scarborough. She never had any 

children and worked for over forty years in Rich's Department Store in Atlanta where she died at 81 

years of age on June 29, 1988.15 Alberta Scarborough was buried in West View Cemetery, Walhalla, 

South Carolina. The Albert L. Dillard line has completely died out. 

If the story of the homicide is true, why did the remaining eight brothers and sisters in the John B. 

Dillard, Sr. family let Albert participate in the settlement of their father's estate, take over as sole 

fiduciary their mother's business in 1897, the year of the alleged felony, and settle their mother's estate 
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just two years later? How was he later hired as the town policeman in Westminster? A look at the facts 

about Albert Lafayette Dillard leaves us with more problems than we had before, and the story may not 

appear as credible. 

NEW FACT ON JOHN DILLARD! 

After family historians have scrounged for each hint of a documented fact about John Dillard of Rabun 

County, analyzed and re-analyzed the same, and debated among themselves about all possible 

alternatives, and sometimes outrageous, conclusions which could be drawn, one would believe there is 

nothing else left. Then something else seems to unexpectedly crop up. 

John Thomas Coleman reports in his Volume 13 of Soul Searching, entitled "Soldiers of Rabun, 

Revolutionary War, War of 1812 and Indian Wars, Removal" under "Pensions" that John Dillard of Rabun 

County in 1827 drew land in Lee County, Georgia (this seems to be Lots 83 and 84) in a state land 

lottery. This is under Coleman's report of Revolutionary Soldiers of Georgia who drew land in the 

Georgia Lotteries of 1820, 1827 and 1832 who were living in Rabun County. This needs further 

investigation by Dillard researchers. 

------------------------- 

14Statement of Harry Clifton Duke about his aunt. 
15The date of this death is from the Oconee County cemetery survey on cards in the Oconee County Library at 

Walhalla, South Carolina, with the card marked "A.I. 7-1-88, page 7B. Col. B" perhaps referring to the Keowee 

Courier. 

 

Page 21 is blank. 
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JOB OPENING: PLEASE APPLY 

Are you getting tired of the same old crowd doing all the writing? Like to be an editor? 

You can do something about that, particularly some of you younger Dillards. Send the Dillard Annual an 

article written by you. The only requirement is that your materials be factual and proved, with sources 

cited or available. 

Fresh horses with fresh approaches are needed. 
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JOHN AND JOHN DILLARD OF PITTSYLVANIA 

COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

By Lucile R. Johnson 

During the 1770's there were two young men named John Dillard residing in Pittsylvania County, 

Virginia, one being about five years older than the other.1 Both men served for the American cause in 

the Revolutionary War, each on three separate fronts.2 

The older John Dillard was the son of James Dillard. James and John removed to, and settled in, Henry 

County, Virginia about 1779-80.3 The younger John Dillard removed in 1781-2 to Washington County, 

Tennessee, secondly by 1789 to Burke (Buncombe) County, North Carolina, and ended up by 1824 in 

Rabun County, Georgia,4 where he resided until his death in 1842. (This John will be referred to as Rabun 

John hereinafter). The parentage of Rabun John has not been firmly established, for when he was five 

years of age, he was bound out to Thomas Dillard, Jr.5 

The above mentioned James Dillard and Thomas Dillard, Jr. were brothers.6 Their children would have 

grown up together as most cousins do, with Rabun John and John of Henry Co. having known each other 

"as family". After John of Henry Co. died in 1822,7 Rabun John must have kept contact with the Henry 

Co. family, for two sons of the two Johns evidently communicated between the Arkansas Territory and 

Henry County, Virginia during the 1830's. Rabun John was still living, but John of Henry Co. was 

deceased. 

Rabun John had a son, Thomas, who by 1829 resided in Independence County, Arkansas Territory.8 John 

of Henry Co. had a son, George Stovall Dillard, who in 1830 resided in Henry County, Virginia.9 In 1834, 

two sons of George Stovall Dillard arrived in 
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Independence County, Arkansas Territory. They were the front runners for the rest of their family, for in 

1835 George Stovall Dillard, his wife Martha (Hill) Dillard, and other children also arrived.10 

Thomas and George S. must have had some plan in mind, for the George S. sons had arrived while 

Thomas was presumably in good health. Unfortunately, in December, Thomas became gravely ill and 

died 17 Jan. 1835, "after an illness of about twenty one days" so stated in his nuncupative will.11 This 

distressing news must not have reached George S. before his departure from Virginia, for after he 

arrived in Arkansas, he stayed in Independence County a couple of years, then the family moved up to 

Izard County, Arkansas.12 

The closeness of the two Dillard families in Independence Co. is ascertained by the residence of the 

Methodist Minister who solemnized the wedding of one of George S.'s daughters. The Rev. Burwell Lee, 
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on the 1840 census, resided three households from the Thomas Dillard family cluster. The marriage 

would have been considered "in family" for the groom's brother was married to Thomas Dillard's son-in-

law's cousin. Also, the Justice of the Peace, Jabez S. Bowman performed the marriage ceremony for two 

of the Allens who married children of George S. Dillard, as well as for Nancy Dillard, daughter of 

Thomas.13 

George S. Dillard had another relative of sorts in the Arkansas Territory in 1825. George S. was step 

uncle of John Penn Dillard of Crawford County, Arkansas Territory. It seems George S.'s sister, Elizabeth 

(Dillard) Christian Dillard's second husband was John Dillard of Amherst County, Virginia14 whose first 

wife had been Sally Penn, daughter of John Penn.15 John and Sally (Penn) Dillard were the parents of 

John Penn Dillard who came from Bedford County, Virginia to the Arkansas Territory in 1822, settling in 

Crawford County.16 At the time George S. and family were moving to the Arkansas Territory, 1834-5, 

John Penn Dillard was running a boarding house for officers at Fort Gibson, Indian Nation (Oklahoma, 

now). During the 1820's while residing in Crawford Co., John Penn Dillard served on the Arkansas 

Territorial Council (forerunner of the senate), had been Clerk of the short lived Lovely County, as well as 

Magistrate of Crawford County. He returned to Crawford County 1840-41.17 John Penn Dillard's brother, 

George W., was in Crawford County in 1829, and resided there until some time in the 1830's.18 

Neither Thomas or George Stovall Dillard purchased land in Independence County, Arkansas Territory. 

Were they going to Texas with Sam Houston?19 

---------------------END NOTES------------------ 

1. Hill, Judith Parks. History of Henry County, Va. With Biographical Sketches and Genealogical Histories. Maryland: 
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Baltimore; Register Pub. Co.; 1976. P. 67. 

This reference gives John Dillard of Henry Co., Va. a birth date of 1751. 

 

U. S. Archives Rev. War Pension Record #S31649, John Dillard of Rabun Co., Ga. pension application shows his birth 

date, 12 Aug. 1755 Culpeper Co., Va. 

2. Hill, Judith Parks. History of Henry County, Va. with Biographical Sketches and Genealogical Histories. Maryland: 

Baltimore; Register Pub. Co.; 1976. P. 67. 

"John Dillard was wounded at Battle of Princeton." (This would place him with Capt. Thomas Hutchins of the 6th 

Virginia Reg't. They were rushed north from Pittsylvania Co., Va. to aide Gen. George Washington. The Battle of 

Princeton was held 3 Jan. 1777. It is my understanding muster rolls for this operation do not exist.) 

 

DAR Paper #656757. 

 

Hill's, History of Henry Co., Va. gives John Dillard's record while residing in Pittsylvania County as a member of the 
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Committee of Safety, among other things. 

 

Hurt, Frances Hallum. Military Records of Pittsylvania County, Virginia. Womack Press; 1976. P. 151. 

Hill, Judith Parks. History of Henry County, Va. with Biographical Sketches and Genealogical Histories. Maryland: 

Baltimore; Register Pub. Co.; 1976; P. 67. 

"N. Carolina State Records Vol. 15, P. 123. 19 Oct. 1780. Col. John Dillard was a representative of Henry Co., Va. to 

a council with N. Carolina Officers." 

Order Book 111, Henry Co., Va. 24 May 1782. Reference to Capt. John Dillard and Company of Militia with General 

Greene March 1781. 

The Guilford Courthouse National Military Park is seeking information on any participant who fought there 14 Mar. 

1781. There was an estimated number of 4,400 Americans who fought at the Battle of Guilford Courthouse. Thus 

far they have gathered approximately 75% of the names of the participants. 

Since Rabun John Dillard was a Rev. War pensioner, his war record is readily available. (S31649). First, he served at 

the Battle of Gynn's Island, 8 July 1776 under Capt. Dillard, Col. Lewis and General Stevens; secondly, served 26 
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Mar. 1778 to 18 Aug. 1778 in Kentucky under Capt. Thomas Dillard, Jr. and Gen George Rogers Clark; and third, 

served as Lt., 27 Jan. 1781 to Mar. 1781 in Capt. Isaac Clement's company under Col. Perkins and Gen. Nathaniel 

Greene, for the Battle of Guilford Courthouse held 14 Mar. 1781. 

NOTE: While Rabun John Dillard was in Kentucky with Capt. Thomas Dillard, Jr., John of Henry Co. was with Capt. 

John Donelson on an Indian expedition. 

3. The father of John Dillard of Henry Co., Va. was James Dillard. The Will of Thomas Dillard, Sr., the father of James 

and Thomas, Jr., names only one of James' son, Thomas, but stipulates two slaves to be divided among the other 

children of James. (Pittsylvania County, Va. Deed Book V, P. 401, Will of Thomas Dillard, Sr. written 4 May 1774, 

Recorded 23 June 1774.) 

There is a deed in Bedford Co., Va., Deed Book IV, P. 508, 14 Jan. 1773, where James Dillard of Pittsylvania Co. 

conveyed 39 acres to Thomas Dillard of Pittsylvania Co. This Thomas was James' brother, Thomas, Jr. The witnesses 

of the deed were Thomas Dillard (James' son), William Betterton, and John Dillard. John of Henry Co. would have 

been 22 or 23 years old at that time, whereas, Rabun John would have been a minor, 17 years of age. The deed 

date was 14 Jan. 1773 and Rabun John's birthdate was 12 Aug. 1755. 

In Henry Co., Va., the first record of John Dillard of Henry Co. is found in Deed Book 1 P. 340, 5 June 1778. It is a list 

of surveys made by John Dickerson including a survey for John Dillard on Horsepasture Creek. He was well 

established in the county by the next year, for found in Order Book II, Oct 1779, John Dillard took the oath of 

Justice of the Peace. By the next year, 1780, James, too, resided in Henry Co., proven by a deed in Pittsylvania Co. 

Deed Book VI, P. 16. 1 June 1780. James and Priscilla Dillard of Henry Co. conveyed land. Recorded 20 June 1780. 
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No land records for James have been found in Henry Co., so in all probability he resided with John. When Gen. 

Cornwallis was coming toward Henry Co., the old veteran James was called to arms again: Natural History 

Magazine, LXXIV #1, Jan. 1940; P. 46. "General Order and Roster of Henry Co., Va., 11 Mar. 1781." Capt. James 

Dillard's Company. (Col. Abraham Penn ordering them to Hillsborough, N.C.) 

Found in: Clement, M. C. History of Pittsylvania County, Va. is John Redd's "Reminiscences" in which Redd says 

John Dillard was a grandson of Capt. Thomas Dillard, Sr. of Pittsylvania Co., and furthermore, Capt. James Dillard of 
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the Indian Wars was probably a son of Capt. Thomas, Sr. of Pittsylvania Co. John Redd's family and the John Dillard 

of Henry Co. family intermarried. 

4. Court Minutes Washington Co., Tenn. Feb 1783. John Dillard, Thomas Dillard, and William Gregory served on a 

jury. 

Huggins, Edith M. Burke Co., N. Carolina Land Records 1779-1791. S. Carolina: Greenville; Southern Historical Press; 

1985. P. 94. 

22 Oct. 1789. John Dillard entered land. 100 acres. South Fork of Flat Creek of French Broad River. 

1790 Census of Burke Co., N. Carolina. John Dillard. 1 M 16+, 3M 16-, 5 F. Buncombe Co. was carved from Burke 

Co. in 1791. Rabun John appears on the 1800, 1810, and 1820 census of Buncombe Co., N.C. On the 1830 and 1840 

census, he was in Rabun Co., Ga. 

Rabun John's sale of his Buncombe home place appears in Deed Book 19, P. 358, dated 1821. Another deed found 

in Deed Book 24, P. 399 dated 13 Oct. 1826 states "John Dillard of State of Georgia and Rabun County". In this 

deed he sold more property in Buncombe. 

5. Halifax Co., Va. Plea Book III, P. 265. 

June Court 1761. John and Ann Dillard bound to Thomas Dillard, Jr. (In 1766-7, Pittsylvania Co., Va. was carved 

from Halifax Co.) 

6. Deed Book V, P. 409. Pittsylvania Co., Va. 

Will of Thomas Dillard. 4 May 1774, Rec. 23 June 1774. 

Sons: Thomas and James 

Grandson: Thomas, son of James 

Exec: Thomas Dillard, son 

Wits: Thomas Vaughan, John Dillard, Elizabeth Dillard 

Secs: Robert Williams, James Callaway 

7. Will Book III, P. 40. Henry Co., Va. 

Will of John Dillard. 12 June 1821. Rec. 12 Jan. 1823. 

"My nine children having married and left me" 

Sons: James, George S., John, Peter H. 

Daus: Mary Ann Wade, Elizabeth Dillard, Ruth Spencer, Patty Shelton, Jane Atley 
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Execs: James Dillard, John Dillard, Peter H. Dillard 

Wits: Archibald Hughes, James Forte, Jacob Clark 

8. 1810 U. S. Census. Buncombe Co., N. Carolina. 

Thomas Dillard 20010/20010 

Thomas Dillard appears on the 1829 Sheriff's Census of 
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Independence Co., Ark. Terri. He also appears on the 1830 U. S. Census in the same county. 

The information placing Thomas Dillard as a son of Rabun John comes from the military records of Thomas' son, 

John V. Dillard: 

Morgan, James L. Arkansas Volunteers of 1836-1837. Ark.: Newport; 1984; P. 69. 

"Roster of Capt. Jesse Bean's Company of Mounted Rangers, U. S. Army 1832-1833". 

John Dillard, Pvt; 24; born N. Carolina, Buncombe Co.; farmer; enlisted 25 Aug. 1832, Batesville, by Lt. King; died 15 

Aug. 1833, Fort Gibson, of cholera. (Fort Gibson was in Indian Nation, now Okla.). 

Batesville is the county seat of Independence Co., Ark. "Batesville Guard" Vol. 110, No. 245. 12 Dec. 1986. P. 1. 

 

"...Capt. Jesse Bean's Mounted Rangers was the famous campaign into the west...This was the expedition that was 

accompanied by the well known author, Washington Irving, and about which he wrote the book 'A Tour of The 

Prairies'." 

9. 1830 Census Henry Co., Va. George Dillard 0213101/1021001 

10. 1835 Tax Records of Independence Co., Ark. Terri. From the Ark. History Commission, Little Rock, Ark. 

Dillard, Hill Ruddell Tap (son of George S.) 

William L. B. Ruddell Tap (son of George S.) 

 

1836 Tax Records of Independence Co., Ark. 

Dillard, George 

11. Bill Book A, P. 15. Independence Co., Ark. Territory. 18 Jan. 1835. Nuncupative Will of Thomas Dillard. 

12. 1838 was the last year George S. and sons appear on the Independence Co. Tax records. They are in Izard Co., 

Ark. for the 1840 U. S. Census. 

13. Marriage records of Independence Co., Ark. 

Book A, P. 31. 8 Jan. 1835. Washington Allen md. Sarah Martha Rawlings by Jabez S. Bowman, J. P. (Sarah was 

cousin of Benjamin Franklin Ball who married Elizabeth Ann Dillard, daughter of Thomas. Ancestors of the 

compiler). 

Book A, P. 47. 27 July 1837. Andrew Allen md. Matilda Dillard, by Jabez Bowman, J. P. (Matilda was daughter of 

George S. Dillard). 

Book A, P. 38. 1 Sept. 1836. Henry A. Engles md. Martha S. Dillard by Burwell Lee, Licensed Elder of the Methodist 

Epis. Church. (Martha S. was daughter of George S. Dillard). 
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14. D.A.R. National No. 698835. Papers of Mrs. Willie Hallene Dillard Herbert of Okla., descendant of patriot John 

Dillard of Henry Co., Va., and his son, George Stovall Dillard. D.A.R. National No. 656757. Papers of Mrs. Jane 

Jordon Dalton of Utah, descendant of patriot John Dillard of Henry Co., Va., and his daughter, Elizabeth (Dillard) 

Christian Dillard. 

15. Amherst Co., Va. Marriage Bonds. 
17 Sept. 1791, John Dillard md. Sally Penn, daughter of John Penn. 12 Feb. 1816, Elizabeth (Dillard) Christian md. 

John Dillard 

16. Will Book XI, P. 392. Amherst Co., Va. 

Will of John Dillard. 12 June 1836, Pro. 16 Feb. 1846. 

Wife: Elizabeth 

Sons: James M. and Peter H., "children of my last marriage to Elizabeth" 

Sons: John, Francis L., George 

Excrs: Alexander Mundy, William Dillard 

Wits: David E. Jones, Richard Stephens, Michael A. Davidson, Stephen Davidson 

 

NOTE: John Penn Dillard died Dec. 1845, about the same time his father died. 

 

Deed Book S, P. 113. Amherst Co., Va., 29 Dec. 1827. John and Elizabeth Dillard of the first part, John Penn of the 

last part. (John Penn is appointed trustee of properties divided among children of John Dillard). 

 

Mackie Manuscript. Howard V. Jones has a copy of the manuscript. It contains a letter describing John Penn 

Dillard's inheritance from his "uncle" John Penn. 

17. Carter, Clarence Edwin. The Territorial Papers of The United States, The Territory of Arkansas. Vol. XIX. 

Washington, D.C.; U. S. Government Printing Office; 1953. P. 822, 837. 

Goodspeed. The Goodspeed Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Northwestern Arkansas. Ill.: Chicago; The 

Goodspeed Pub. Co.; 1889. PP. 527, 691, 1291. 

18. Deed Book S, P. 113. Amherst Co., Va., 29 Dec. 1827. John Dillard and Elizabeth his wife. Gifts of property to 

children. John Penn of the second part. 

Deed Book T, P. 204. Amherst Co., Va., 25 Dec. 1829. George W. Dillard, of Crawford Co., Territory of Arkansas to 

Francis L. Dillard of Madison, Ala. (Sells 
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his inherited land to his bro.) 

19. NOTE: All the Virginia Deeds and Wills herein quoted are courtesy of Dr. Howard V. Jones, a descendant of 

Rabun John Dillard. The Virginia census records quoted are courtesy of Mrs. Dorothy Dillard Hughes. Some of the 

Pittsylvania Co., Va. records are courtesy of John M. Dillard of Greenville, S.C., a descendant of Rabun John Dillard. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Copyright © 1998 by the Dillard Family Association. 

The full text of the DILLARD ANNUAL, 

Volume 3; January, 1996, pages 1-22. 

 

DILLARD ANNUAL, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard, Copyright © 1998 by the Dillard Family 

Association. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR 1996 REUNION 

The 1996 Reunion will be held the second weekend of June, 1996 at Dillard, Georgia. Carlton M. Dillard 

of Augusta, Georgia who published in December, 1993 Back to Old Virginia with Dillard, Daniel and Kin, 

has agreed to be our principal speaker at the Fifth Annual Dillard History Session. Attendance at the 

history session is optional. Reunion details will be furnished in a subsequent mailout closer to the time 

of the reunion. 

Further information including membership in the Dillard Family Association at dues of $8.00 per year per 

family unit should be addressed to Mrs. Rachel Dillard Scott, Secretary-Treasurer, 218 Indian Trail, 

Anderson, South Carolina 29625, telephone (803) 287-3944. 

Queries about Dillard genealogy for consideration by Dillard researchers should be directed to Dr. 

Howard V. Jones, President, 18 Winter Ridge Road, Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613-4782. 

 

WHAT IS THE DILLARD FAMILY ASSOCIATION? 

A Dillard reunion was held in 1941 at Dillard, Georgia by the descendants of John Dillard of Pittsylvania 

County, Virginia who died in 1842 a resident of Rabun County, Georgia, on the occasion of the unveiling 

of a monument to his grave as a Revolutionary soldier. A fifty year revival of this reunion was initiated in 

1991 and has since been held on the second weekend of each June. 
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The Dillard Family Association was organized with by-laws and officers in 1991. It was then decided that 

the Association should include all Dillards in the United States for the purposes of preserving Dillard 

history, culture and comradeship. Attendance each year continues by a substantial number of Dillards of 

all family lines of Dillards from all over the United States not directly connected with the Rabun County 

set of Dillards. 
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A part of each annual reunion program is a one half day Dillard history seminar with speakers rendering 

research results on Dillard history topics. A number of Dillard genealogists participate in the history 

sessions and exchange Dillard historical information with all present. The 1995 Dillard Annual, down-

scaled from those previously published, contains only the addresses of the 1995 Reunion speakers and 

limited news material. 

Officers of the 1995-96 Dillard Family Association are Dr. Howard V. Jones, President, Malcolm Barnard 

Dillard, Vice-President and Rachel Dillard Scott, Secretary-Treasurer. 

Each reunion is an enthusiastic affair held in the scenic mountains of North Georgia at the headwaters of 

the Little Tennessee River at Dillard, Georgia. Attendance each year has averaged approximately 150 

persons. It is held at the Dillard House, owned and operated since the Civil War by a line of the 

descendants of Revolutionary soldier John Dillard, with excellent food, motel accommodations and a 

large modern lodge for holding meetings. Other ample accommodations and activities, such as golf and 

fishing, are nearby in this tourist area. All Dillards and kindred are cordially invited to attend and 

participate. 

A membership application is included as the last page in this newsletter. 

 

MINUTES OF 1995 ANNUAL REUNION 

The Dillard Family Association held its annual reunion the second weekend in June 1995 at Dillard, 

Georgia. On Saturday, June 10, members of many Dillard families gathered at Henry's Playhouse where 

registration began at 9:00 A.M. Delightful refreshments were provided, compliments of the Dillard 

House. 

The History Session began at 10:00 A.M. and was concluded at 1:00 P.M. We were fortunate to have 

three interesting speakers. The first was Mrs. Jewel Eller, manager of Rabun County Library. Her topic 

was "The Genealogical and Local History of the Rabun County Public Library". John M. Dillard's topic was 

"McKinneys and Other Dillard Kin Transplanted from Buncombe County into Rabun County". "Dilliania" 
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was the topic chosen by Dr. Howard Jones, Retired Professor of History at Northern Iowa State 

University. 

After a lunch break, the group gathered for a time of sharing and exchanging of information. Dorothy 

Dillard Hughes used her portable computer to retrieve Dillard ancestry for family members. She is 

requesting more descent forms to add to the data already compiled. 
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The Dillard House served a bountiful buffet dinner at Henry's Playhouse on Saturday at 7:00 P.M. 

On Sunday, June 11, the Dillards again gathered at the Playhouse for a time of fellowship, followed by a 

delightful buffet meal. 

A short business session was conducted by Vice President Howard V. Jones in the absence of the 

president. 

John M. Dillard made a motion that we dispense with the reading of the minutes. He further moved that 

the dues be reduced from $15 to $8, starting next year. Motion carried. Fifteen members paid $15 for 

this year. 

The following persons were elected to serve for 1995-96: 

President - Dr. Howard V. Jones 

Vice Pres. - Malcolm Dillard 

Sec.-Treas. - Rachel Dillard Scott 

No plans were made for publishing The Dillard Annual. The group heard several suggestions for next 

year's reunion. Adjournment of the business session was at 2:20 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Rachel D. Scott, Secretary 

 

DILLIANIA 

By: Howard V. Jones 

It's good to be back again, and it's great to be with you all once more. I only wish that the reunion time 

was not so short, so that I could have a better chance to really know you. I also feel very honored to be 
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asked to give this talk--you've had me up here so many times that I'm running low on things to talk 

about. 

At one of our meetings, I urged all those present to bring in stories about the Dillards, their ancestors 

and relatives. I said that surely there must be some choice anecdotes that have been carried down in 

the family, perhaps for generations. For example, did anyone here ever hear talk about what kind of 

man old John Dillard was? Didn't anyone ever talk about his wife? 
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I think that telling those stories would make a most fascinating part of this reunion, and so I'm thinking 

of passing around or posting a sign-up sheet, where those who have stories could let us know about 

them. You could tell the stories to the reunion yourself, or if you're a bit bashful, you could tell them to 

someone like me and I'll relay to the reunion session. 

Let me add that it would be a splendid addition to the Dillard collection forming in the Rabun County 

Library if those stories were on deposit there too--either written, or in tape recorders. 

Think about it! 

So, after all that, I thought I'd better come up with a story myself. I can't tell you one about anyone 

actually named Dillard, for I'm a Dillard only through a great-great-grandmother and I never really knew 

my Dillard kinfolk. 

But I do have a story about my great-grandmother Eliza E. Snow Freeman. She's half a Dillard, for her 

mother was Mary Love Dillard, a granddaughter of old John Dillard. The story is that when grandmother 

Freeman came to live with my grandparents, she had taken to smoking a pipe -- she said It was for her 

"dyspepsia", and she carefully sewed a pocket in her skirt to carry her pipe and tobacco. Even if 

medicinal, smoking, she thought, was not something to do in the presence of men. 

So, one fine day, grandma Freeman was puffing away at her pipe, when suddenly her son-in-law, my 

grandfather, came in from the fields unexpectedly. Grandmother quickly ditched her pipe into her pipe 

pocket and looked very innocent. However she did not have time to put the pipe out, and a few minutes 

later, she suddenly called out to grandfather, "Laws-a-me Emmet, I'm on fire!." 

Apparently, they were able to put out grandmother's pocket without further difficulties, and no one was 

hurt--although I am sure that grandmother was deeply embarrassed. But she lived on to a reasonable 

age although not as long as her father. However, she might have lived longer if she had not gone riding 

bareback in the rain and caught a cold which turned into pneumonia. So, she died at the age of 75. 
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For my main topic today, I thought I'd tell you a bit of American history, a rather interesting story, I 

think, and one in which John Dillard and family were probably involved--although I can't prove it. 

Certainly one of their close relatives was deeply involved. 

So, we're going to start back at the year 1783, and we're going to visit what was then Washington 

County, North Carolina. 

The Dillards have recently moved here from Pittsylvania County, Virginia, for reasons unknown. There's 

quite a family cluster present, probably headed by Capt. Thomas Dillard, Jr., his wife Martha Webb 

Dillard, and nine of their ten children -- the eldest son, Benjamin, 
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had married in 1782 and moved to Campbell County, Virginia, where his father-ln-law had gobs of land 

for him. The eldest daughter, Elizabeth, probably married around this time too, and the other eight 

children ranged from teenagers to toddlers. Actually, Capt. Thomas will not be part of the story, for he 

died relatively young in either 1783 or 1784, and generally, his children will be too young to participate. 

However, along with that family of Dillards is also our John Dillard, with his wife, and several small 

children. Remember that years earlier, John Dillard had been bound out to Thomas Dillard Jr., 

apparently creating a stronger bond between the families than might be expected from their blood 

relationship -- John was probably first cousin to Thomas. 

Still another boy had been bound out to Thomas Jr., and that was William Gregory, who also was part of 

the family cluster, married (his first wife soon to die), and with seven children, all young. 

It's through William Gregory that the major family player in our story enters the family cluster. Robert 

Love later said that he came to this area with William Gregory, and lived with him a year until his 

marriage. How or why he came with Gregory is one of those mysteries, especially since he describes 

Gregory as a "near neighbor, when the Loves lived in Montgomery County, something over a hundred 

miles from the Dillard-Gregory settlement in Pittsylvania County. Did the Gregorys leave early from 

Pittsylvania and live for a time in Montgomery County? If so, were any of the Dillards with them? We 

have no answer. 

At any rate, when Robert Love married, in our year of 1783, he married Mary Ann Dillard, daughter of 

Thomas Jr. When his father-in-law died soon afterwards, Robert Love became one of his executors and 

from the records, pretty much managed the estate thereafter. In the next few years, he also brought 

down siblings and got them married too others of the Dillard clan -- Winniesophire Dillard married 

James Love, and Martha married Thomas Love. Thomas Dillard III married Dorcas Love, who may be a 

sister. 
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Robert Love seems to have been a very energetic young man (he was only 23 in 1783), very much on the 

make, and destined to be very successful. He had already seen military service ever since he had gone 

north to join Washington's army in 1776, and at the end of the war, he was a lieutenant-colonel despite 

his youth. As we will see he got into politics early, and his whole career is filled with action, adventure, 

and much prosperity. 

In fact, some have raised an eyebrow at Robert Love's handling of the Thomas Dillard estate. Thomas 

had been a prominent man in Pittsylvania County, and presumably was very well off, so that his estate 

should have been a considerable one. It is interesting that in later years, the sons of Thomas Dillard Jr. 

seem to be very poor, while the Loves, Robert and also his brothers, prosper most mightily. Bad 

management by the Dillards? Or too expert management of the estate by the Loves? 
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So there is the cluster of Dillards, Gregories and Loves living in Washington County, North Carolina, in an 

area with the not very attractive name of Greasy Cove. They are about to be in the middle of quite a bit 

of activity. 

It is 1783, and the Revolutionary War has ended, successfully. The former colonies have become states, 

and are loosely, too loosely, tied together under the Articles of Confederation, which leaves each state 

very much sovereign, and proud of it. 

One of the questions for the new country which came up was what to do about the western lands 

claimed by some of the states. The original grants which established the colonies had been without a 

very sound knowledge of American geography -- e.g. Connecticut could claim a strip of land right across 

New York State and including even some counties in northern Pennsylvania. 

The southern states of Virginia, North Carolina and Georgia were particularly central in this problem, for 

all three had grants which extended their western borders "to the South Sea (the picture of a North 

Carolina stretching from sea to sea is a fascinating one). Of course, nearly all the land west of the 

mountains was still unsettled and still the property of the Indians, However, the land-locked states were 

jealously inclined towards having the national government take over the lands beyond the mountains, 

to create new states when the population warranted It. 

As of 1783, there were not very many settlements beyond the mountains. Kentucky probably was the 

largest, especially if we count southwestern Virginia. There was also the Cumberland settlement, the 

people in the area of present day Nashville, and then, of course, the Watauga Settlement, which was in 

North Carolina in what later was the northeastern corner of Tennessee. Washington County and Greasy 

Cove were part of this settlement. 



The Dillard Family Association - The Dillard Annuals 

49 
 

The people in these western settlements were not enormously happy with the states to which they 

allegedly belonged. There were complaints about tax money draining eastward with no benefits for the 

counties of its origin, about having to travel too far to do official business--in particular, court business, 

and about being neglected by the easterners, particularly in matters of defense and dealing with the 

Indians. Not publicly specified was another argument for separation: the lucrative disposal of the public 

lands, constantly expanding as the Indians were pushed back by force or by treaty (or both). 

By 1783, there was plenty of talk along the frontier about setting up new states, but the old states were 

in no rush to give up their potentially profitable western reaches. 

In April, 1784, the North Carolina legislature passed an act of cession, in which they offered to give up 

their western lands, but only with a lot of conditions. Congress would have to accept all these within one 

year, or the cession would be off. 

When the news came out to the Watauga settlement, the westerners were thoroughly happy. Most of 

them came from Virginia and had little loyalty to North Carolina from the 
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beginning, but they also resented the attempts to exploit the land situation in the west. They were glad 

of the cession and very eager to establish their own government. 

So, in August, 1784, a convention of delegates from Washington, Greene and Sullivan Counties met at 

Jonesborough. The convention declared independence from North Carolina and formed an Association 

to be their temporary government. A second convention was to follow in September (it actually did not 

meet until November). 

During the summer of 1794, there had been much politicking through North Carolina about the cession 

issue, and a newly elected state legislature met in August (without much representation from the 

western counties, who considered themselves independent after all -- and whose convention met in the 

same month). 

The legislature promptly repealed the act of cession, and rejected a bill to allow the west to become a 

state. The only concession was to form a new judicial district in the west. 

Nothing daunted the westerners. They had their second convention in November and December, and 

once again moved to form a "separate and distinct State independent of North Carolina at this time." 

They also passed a temporary constitution for the new state, which was named the State of Franklin. 

How did the Dillard cluster feel about all this? The only indication we have is that Robert Love, who may 

have sat in the first convention and certainly was in the second convention, later was much against the 

establishment of Franklin. But nothing is recorded of his views at this time. 
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In March, 1785, the first state assembly of Franklin met at Jonesborough. John Sevier, who had been 

chosen temporary governor, was elected again. Sevier, born in Augusta County, Virginia, in 1745, was an 

early settler in Washington County, and had a considerable career already as a soldier, with special 

praise for a major role at Kings Mountain. He also was famed as an Indian fighter. The Assembly also 

established a judiciary, and a set of laws passed to replace the laws of North Carolina. The second 

session, in August, continued the work and called a convention to adopt a permanent constitution, 

which met in November, 1785. 

Robert Love was a member, and a follower of a major leader of the anti-Franklin forces, John Tipton, 

also a Virginian and with a previous career in the military. Tipton had supported the State of Franklin at 

first, but changed soon, some said because of jealousy. He and John Sevier soon became bitter enemies. 

During 1785 and on into 1786, there was a paper war between the Franklinites and the government of 

North Carolina -- proclamations and manifestos page after page -- but without conspicuous result. Both 

sides stood firm, and what resulted was often two governments in the counties. 
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County courts were held in the same counties under both governments; the militia were called out by 

officers appointed by both; laws were passed by both Assemblies and taxes were laid by the authority of 

both States. 

When a county court was sitting at Jonesborough in this year, for the county of Washington, Colonel 

John Tipton with a party of men entered the court house, took away the papers from the clerk, and 

turned the justices out of doors. Not long after, Sevier's party came to a house where a county court 

was sitting for the county of Washington, under the authority of North Carolina, and took away the 

clerk's papers and turned the court out of doors.1 

(We don't have any record of the land John Dillard must have had in Greasy Cove. Maybe the record got 

lost in this scramble). 

In July, 1786, elections were held. Franklin held its election, but Tipton arranged for a North Carolina 

election instead. 

Violence would probably have come sooner, except that both sides were concerned with possible Indian 

troubles. In 1786, the national government had concluded the Treaty of Hopewell with the Cherokees, a 

treaty which gave to the Indians a good deal of land in Franklin, including the site of the capital, 

Greeneville. The Franklinites were able to negotiate their own more favorable treaty soon afterwards, 

but there was still much tension along the frontier (John Dillard was commissioned an ensign in May, 

1787, probably in preparation for a campaign against the Indians which did not take place). 
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Although in May, 1787, Franklin authorized a commission to negotiate peace terms with North Carolina, 

all efforts to compromise were rejected, and the August elections in Franklin were marked by disorder 

and strife. 

There is no need to detail all the continuing problems of his situation. The Franklinites came close to 

being recognized by the national congress at one point only to be thwarted because under the Articles 

of Confederation, it took a three fourths majority of the states to pass anything. The Franklinites sought 

help from Georgia and Virginia, but never got it. They probably also intrigued with Spain, whose control 

of the mouth of the Mississippi made her an actor in affairs of the people beyond the mountains. 

One of the most famous episodes of this tangle came in 1788. Col. John Tipton held North Carolina 

authority as colonel of Washington County, and he was endeavoring to destroy the state of Franklin by 

in effect closing down its courts--moving in and confiscating the records. He had also seized a number of 

John Sevier's slaves and was holding them. 

------------------------- 

1Samuel Cole Williams, History of the Lost State of Franklin, 108, quoting Ramsey's History of Tennessee. 
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Therefore, Sevier decided to capture Tipton and put a stop to his activities. With a force of something 

over 150 men, Sevier went to Tipton's house, near the present Johnson City, on February 27th, 1788 and 

summoned Tipton to surrender. Tipton, with a guard of some 45 men, in turn ordered Sevier to 

surrender. 

Sevier then, as it were, besieged the house, attempting to cut off all entrance or exit from it. However, 

Col. Robert Love managed to escape under cover of darkness and headed for Greasy Cove for 

reinforcements. En route, he met his brother Thomas with a dozen or so men, and they returned to the 

Tipton house, easily eluding Sevier's guards, who had returned to camp because it was too cold to stay 

out in the open. 

Negotiations the next day led to no results, and the Sevier forces were alarmed to hear that the militia 

of Sullivan County would soon arrive to rescue Tipton. An attempt to block the Sullivan County forces 

failed when Sevier's troops refused to go further in the cold. 

The Sullivan troops arrived and the Tipton forces sallied out of the house and a real battle began. The 

Sevier troops were expelled from their camp, leaving behind a small cannon with which they had 

threatened the Tipton house. A few people were killed, a few more were wounded, but it was noted 

that some men where firing in the air -- probably it was all right to yell at each other over the politics of 

Franklin, but quite another matter to kill people. Then a blinding snowstorm came up, the battle fizzled 

out, and the Sevier forces, uncertain as to how big the Tipton forces now were, finally beat a retreat, 
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In the confusion, Tipton captured some Franklinites, including some young members of Sevier's family. 

On the intercession of Robert Love, they were permitted to leave, on parole, and later, when Tipton 

wanted to hang them, he was dissuaded by a delegation which included Thomas Love. 

In July 1788, Governor Johnston of North Carolina issued an order for the arrest of Sevier on charges of 

treason, but the local authorities took no action at first. In October of that year, a council of militia 

officers was held in Jonesborough to discuss a campaign against the Chickamaugas (Robert Love was 

there). Sevier came into Jonesborough late in the day, after the council had broken up. Sevier stayed in 

the home of the widow of a friend, but when the news came to Tipton of his presence, Tipton gathered 

some men and went to arrest him. Sevier surrendered to Col. Love, and Tipton ordered him taken across 

the mountains to North Carolina, over the objections of Col. Love. Love escorted him with much 

politeness and courtesy as far as Greasy Cove. Sevier was taken on to Morganton, but nothing came of 

the arrest, since a group of his friends and relatives came to Morganton and took him back across the 

mountains without opposition. 

However, these events to some extent mark the end of the State of Franklin. The government of 

Franklin continued on into 1789, with Sevier still as governor, but the steam behind the movement was 

gone. North Carolina ceded the territory to the United States 
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in 1790, and six years later, it became part of the new state of Tennessee. It is worth noting that John 

Sevier was elected governor of Tennessee no less than six times. 

So, that is a brief summary of the history of the State of Franklin, and as promised, Robert Love, whose 

wife was a near relative of our John, was prominent in the activities which accompanied the state's brief 

history. I cannot believe that John Dillard, William Gregory, and perhaps others of their families were 

not involved too. Perhaps John Dillard was one of those who came to rescue John Tipton when he was 

besieged in his home. 

One wonders if perhaps the involvement with Franklin may have been a reason for the Dillard-Gregory-

Love move to Buncombe County at the end of the 1780's. We might ask whether life in Greasy Cove 

became uncomfortable because of lasting animosities stirred up by the conflict, even though our people 

were on the winning side. 

However, the answer more probably is that our people just saw a better land deal in Buncombe County. 

After all, Martha Webb Dillard stayed in Greasy Cove the rest of her life, and her children moved out at 

varying times, clearly not part of any mass migration. 

Robert Love had a nose for profit and perhaps he was the instigator of the move to Buncombe Co. He 

prospered there too; founded the city of Waynesville, served in all sorts of positions, political and 
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otherwise, until his death in 1845. One story about him makes a good close for this discussion. Col. 

Robert Love, a lover of horses and horse racing, made a half-circle, half-mile racing track near his home 

in Greasy Cove, in what is today Erwin, Tennessee. His famous horse, "Victor of All", had a huge 

reputation, which caught the attention of 21 year old Andrew Jackson, newly arrived across the 

mountains in 1788 to establish a law practice. Jackson, also a lover of horses, challenged Love to a race. 

News of the event spread all through the area, a large crowd began to gather early in the morning and 

there was much drinking, betting, and general celebrating until the contestants arrived in the afternoon, 

Jackson with a group of friends from Jonesboro, Love escorted by followers from Greasy Cove. 

At the last moment, Jackson's jockey was unable to ride. One version has it that he had fallen sick some 

days earlier; another, that Col. Love had seen to it that he had a plentiful supply of liquor the night 

before (whereas Love's jockey was locked up under guard). Jackson chose to be his own jockey. 

The race apparently was extremely exciting, neck and neck most of the way. However, towards the end, 

Victor By All forged ahead and won by a length. 

Jackson was a sore loser, perhaps with some knowledge that his jockey had been tampered with. He 

became furious with Love and called the Loves a band of land pirates. Robert Love, then called Jackson 

"a long, gangling, sorrel topped soap stick". A duel was 
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narrowly averted. One story has it that Jackson heard of Love's formidable reputation as a fighting man 

and conscious of his own inexperience, withdrew. It is said that later on the two men became friends. 

If so, I imagine that there was some profit in it for Robert Love, our cousin by marriage, and a close 

companion to John Dillard of Rabun County. 

 

THE McKINNEYS AND RELATED KIN 

by John M. Dillard 

Modern day people frequently move over long distances. Even though their modes of transportation 

were primitive, our ancestors of the first decades of the 1800's were also mobile. One striking difference 

then and now is that when an early family moved, parents, brothers, in-law related families, friends and 

neighbors moved with it. When John and James Dillard migrated from Buncombe County, North 

Carolina to Rabun County, Georgia about 1823, Barnards, McKinneys, Hoppers, Andersons and 

Dickinsons came with them or shortly thereafter. These families were already or would soon become 
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interrelated. Rabun County, Georgia would appear as though Buncombe County, North Carolina had 

been transplanted. 

William McKinney was one of the first settlers in Rabun County of the Valley District at Betty's Creek 

between 1820 and 1830. He was married to Margaret (Elvira) Anderson McKinney known as "Peggy". 

Ritchie indicates both emigrated from Buncombe County, North Carolina. Censuses verify that both 

were born in North Carolina. 

One of the daughters of William and Margaret Anderson McKinney, Elizabeth (Betsy) Ann McKinney, 

married Albert G. Dillard and another, Rachel Matilda McKinney, married John B. Dillard, both sons of 

James Dillard and Sarah Barnard Dillard. Georgia McKinney, a granddaughter of William McKinney and 

Margaret Anderson McKinney, married Hiram Dillard a son of William F. Dillard of Rabun County who, in 

turn, was a son of James Dillard and Sarah Barnard Dillard. Ritchie, pages 192 and 193. These marriages 

make most of the descendants through the three sons of James Dillard also descendants of William 

McKinney and Margaret Anderson McKinney. 

William McKinney was not shown on the 1830 Rabun County Census, but from an early deed reference 

there is no doubt he was there at that time. He was listed as "William McKenny" on the 1840 Rabun 

County Census with four sons and two daughters with a wife up to age 40 with no slaves. He was also 

shown on the 1850 Rabun County census as 52 years of age with a wife, age 48, as both born in North 

Carolina with children Rachel M., Charles L., William M., Doctor T. and Margaret C. McKinney ranging in 

age from 19 down to 8 years of age. 
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William McKinney died one year before the 1860 census, which listed Margaret McKinney, age 58, with 

children Marshall, age 23, Doctor T., age 20 and Margaret, age 17. Margaret Anderson McKinney was 

listed as the owner of two slaves in 1862. Margaret Anderson McKinney was for reasons unknown not 

listed in the 1870 Census. She was listed on the 1880 Census as a 78 year old mother-in-law residing 

with Leander M. Beavert, then age 50, a former captain in the Confederate Army and Sheriff of Rabun 

County, and his wife, Margaret C. Beavert, then age 36, with Ella Lawrence, age 25, "a servant" born in 

North Carolina and Minnie M. Lawrence, age 4, her daughter. Margaret Anderson McKinney lived to the 

ripe old age of 92 and died on March 25, 1893. 

No McKinney is shown on the 1900 Rabun County Census. In fact, no William McKinney family member 

by that name now resides in Rabun County, Georgia. The line of this family had died out or moved away 

from Rabun County except for the descendants of its daughters. 

William McKinney was an appraiser of an estate and the purchaser of personal property in 1838. His 

name is frequently mentioned in the early minutes of the Court of the Ordinary of Rabun County in that 

he served as a judge on the Court of the Ordinary from 1845 through 1849. 
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William McKinney purchased Lot Nos. 178 (except 50 acres sold to Joseph Anderson), a part of Lot 179 

and a part of Lot 158 (not heretofore sold to Thomas McKinney) in the Second District of Rabun County 

containing 450 acres from William Owens on November 28, 1837 in Deed Book B, Page 135 in the Rabun 

County Clerk's Office. Witnesses to this deed were Thomas Kelly and O.T. Dickerson. This property from 

plats of the original land lots into which Rabun County was divided is located in the Betty's Creek area a 

short distance west of present Dillard, Georgia. 

William McKinney purchased another 175 acres of land from William Gaines, Sheriff of Rabun County on 

October 7, 1845 in Deed Book C, Page 222 in a judicial sale. This property was a part of Lot 148, which 

seems to be located near or a part of the present property of Rabun Gap Nacooche School. A 25 acre 

portion of this property was quitclaimed to Amos McCurry in February 21, 1846 in Deed Book C, Page 

337 in what appears to be a property line settlement. 

The William McKinney 1837 deed calls for lots less portions sold off to Joseph Anderson and Thomas 

McKinney. William D. Anderson had earlier purchased a 125 acre part of Lot 176 in 1831 in Deed Book A, 

Page 231, which called for adjoining property of William McKinney and James Dillard. This deed was 

witnessed by William McKinney. This property appears to be the only intervening property between 

what William McKinney owned and the property owned by James Dillard. In Deed Book A, Page 232, this 

property was sold by William D. Anderson to Joseph Anderson. Witnesses to this deed were William 

McKinney and James Anderson. These instruments prove William McKinney was in Rabun County at 

least by 1831. Questions are presented as to whether or not the Thomas 
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McKinney was William McKinney's brother, and whether or not Joseph Anderson and William D. 

Anderson were the brothers of Margaret Anderson McKinney. 

A few months before his death on September 7, 1859, William McKinney divided most of his real estate 

among his sons. A part of Lot No. 159 (for which there is no deed into William McKinney indexed of 

public record) was conveyed to Charles L. McKinney on March 26, 1859 in Deed Book E, Page 420. Lot 

No. 158 containing 200 acres was conveyed to Charles L. McKinney on the same date in Deed Book E, 

Page 422. Witnesses to the deed were Mason Grist and G.W.A. McKinney. Charles Lafayette McKinney 

conveyed both of these properties to his brother in law, John B. Dillard, on March 4, 1860 in Deed Book 

F, Page 165, which calls for Betty's Creek Road as a part of the description. 

On August 5, 1859 William McKinney conveyed to his sons William Marshall McKinney and Doctor T. 

McKinney part of Lot 148 containing 172 acres in Deed Book E, Page 424. While no deed is indexed from 

William McKinney to G.W.A. McKinney, a sale of 100 acres from William M. McKinney to Jesse H. 

Rickman in Deed Book F, Page 554 in 1866 calls for a conditional line between William and G.W.A. 
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McKinney. This is an indication not all the deeds into and out of William McKinney and his son, G.W.A. 

McKinney, are indexed or recorded. 

The "estate settlement" deed from John B. Dillard and others to L. M. Beavert dated January 7, 1870 

recorded in Deed Book M, Page 453 for the "undistributed real estate of William McKinney, deceased" 

indicates that William McKinney owned more property than is shown by deeds of public record in Rabun 

County. In the 1870 "estate settlement" deed one-half of Lot 160 and Lot 177 were conveyed. No deed 

into William McKinney for one-half of Lot 160 and Lot 177 is indexed. 

The 1870 "estate settlement" deed verifies that in addition to his sons, William Marshall McKinney, 

Doctor T. McKinney and Charles Lafayette McKinney, William McKinney had daughters, Rachel, the wife 

of John B. Dillard, Elizabeth A., the wife of Albert G. Dillard and Margaret the wife of L.M. Beavert. This 

deed further recites a division for a son, G.W.A. McKinney. Witnesses to the deed included Jasper 

Hopper, a son of the sister of William McKinney who first name is unknown and who migrated into 

Rabun County at Betty's Creek from Buncombe County with his father, Samuel Hopper. 

Margaret C. (McKinney) Beavert, the wife of L. M. Beavert, the grantee in the 1870 deed who died 

January 23, 1907 conveyed this same "undistributed real estate of William McKinney" along with all her 

personal property, furnishings and livestock, on December 27, 1908 to Mary Love Beavert and Annie Fay 

Beavert in Deed Book Y, Page 106 in consideration of $25.00 per year for support and furnishing "the 

dwelling house where she now resides". These grantees were the child and grandchild of Mary Ella 

Lawrence who, though listed as a "servant" on the 1880 census, was the adopted daughter of L. M. and 

Margaret McKinney Beavert and who later used the name Beavert instead of Lawrence. 

 

Begin page 14 of the: DILLARD ANNUAL, Vol. 3, Jan., 1996, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard. 

 

On the above described property was the William McKinney homeplace on Betty's Creek Road facing the 

expansive bottom lands of Betty's Creek at the foot of mountains on both sides directly opposite of the 

present Dillard Elementary School. It was used as a residence by William McKinney and his wife, 

Margaret Anderson McKinney during their lives, and by their youngest child, Margaret McKinney 

Beavert for her lifetime. Following the death of Margaret McKinney Beavert on June 9, 1916, it was used 

by Romulus (Rom) S. Burrell and his wife, Mary Love Beavert Burrell as their home until 1935. Remnants 

of the McKinney land are today occupied by the Norton family who are Lawrence (Beavert) 

descendants. This includes the present residence which replaced on the same site the log, mitred corner 

story and one-half residence originally built by William McKinney upon his arrival in Rabun County with 

interior wall of cherry paneling (added to on the rear with additional rooms in later years) which was 

demolished about 1935 by Rom Burrell and his son-in-law, Jay Norton. 

A family Bible, reported by Nancy J. Cornell in "The First White Man Born in Rabun County" in the North 

Georgia Journal of History, p. 353 as the William McKinney family Bible, gives the names, dates of birth 
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and death of members of the McKinney family. This Bible was published by the American Bible Society in 

New York in 1853 which makes it very unlikely it was the family Bible of William McKinney who died in 

1859. It appears from the earliest handwriting entered therein that it was the Leander M. Beavert family 

Bible. This Bible contains William McKinney family information which can reasonably be relied upon as 

authentic in that this Bible was in the possession of Margaret McKinney Beavert until her death in 1916. 

The information coincides with the information indicated by the above mentioned deeds of public 

record about the William McKinney family. 

When the William McKinney household passed into the hands of their adopted daughter, Mary Ella 

(Lawrence) Beavert after 1916, the Bible passed with it. Mary Ella Beavert lived until 1925. Beavert 

descendants, including the Rom Burrell family, continued entering Beavert and Burrell family 

information into this Bible. 

The seven children of William McKinney and Margaret Anderson McKinney as shown in the Beavert 

family Bible are: 

(1) George Washington Anderson McKinney, alleged to be the first white child born in Rabun 

County on April 14, 1826 in Nancy J. Cornell, who died in Polk County, Georgia on July 26, 1901. 

He married Margaret Ellis McClure on December 12, 1846 and left a large number of 

descendants. He enlisted as a private in Company B, 65th Regiment of the Georgia Volunteers in 

the Confederate Army in 1860, served as an army nurse at Frank Ramsey Hospital in Cassville, 

Georgia and was discharged upon his appointment as Clerk of the Inferior Court for Towns 

County in 1864, after which he re-enlisted for service. His military record describes him as blue 

eyed with dark hair, fair complexion and five feet eight inches tall. 

(2) Elizabeth Ann (Betsy) McKinney born November 10, 1828 and died February 28, 1919 in 

Rabun County who married Albert G. Dillard on December 3, 1849, raised a large 
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family in Rabun County on the northern one-third of the James Dillard 1000 acres. Many of 

these descendants reside in Rabun County today. 

(3) Rachel Matilda McKinney born June 3, 1831 married John B. Dillard, and raised a family of 

ten children in Rabun County, Georgia. She is the great grandmother of this writer, and has been 

described in family folklore as a high tempered redhead who had no problems in controlling 

seven sons on the family farm which was the southernmost one-third portion of the James 

Dillard 1000 acres. Her homeplace stood directly in front of the still standing residence of her 

late son, Beavert Rush Dillard. 
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(4) Charles Lafayette McKinney born April 24, 1834 and died in Towns County, Georgia on 

September 21, 1863 at 29 years of age, married Lucinda Caroline Corn on November 9, 1854. His 

descendants are numerous. 

(5) William Marshall McKinney, born January 16, 1837 married Nancy Kelly a daughter of John L. 

Kelly and moved away to Texas where he died at an unknown date in 1903. According to an 

undated obituary in the possession of Rose Burrell Norton, William M. McKinney was 66 years of 

age on his death, a Methodist and a Mason. Considering the 1900 census information, he left 

Rabun County prior to 1877. He was buried in Oakland Cemetery at Dallas, Texas. He was a first 

corporal in the Confederate Army on August 21, 1861 and reported as deserted on October 1, 

1861. The 1900 United States Texas Census lists William M. McKinney, age 63, born January, 

1837 in Georgia in Tarrant County, Texas with his wife Nancy, born February, 1838 in Georgia, 

age 62 with the following as members of the household: Dock McKinney, age 31, born February 

1869 in Georgia, and George W. McKinney, age 23, born February, 1877 in Colorado. 

Considering the ages of the parents in 1900 there were possibly other children already 

emancipated from this household not shown on the census. Their names are unknown. To be 

distinguished from the above is another William M. McKinney, born in Texas in June, 1854 was 

residing in Ellis County, Texas also shown on the 1900 United States Texas Census. 

(6) Doctor Tatum McKinney born February 10, 1840, served in the Confederate Army as a 2nd 

corporal in Company E, 24th Regiment, Georgia Volunteer Infantry comprising the "Rabun Gap 

Riflemen" in which service he died unmarried at 22 years of age in December, 1862. 

(7) Margaret Caroline McKinney, born March 17, 1843 married Capt. Leander M. Beavert, had 

no children, and died on June 9, 1916. Interesting Civil War letters between Margaret Beavert 

and her husband, Leander Beavert, who served as a captain in the Confederate Army, describing 

life and thoughts at that time are in the possession of Rose Burrell Norton. 

Much more McKinney written documentation, according to Mrs. Norton, was destroyed in a 

barn fire while Rom Burrell was residing in the William McKinney residence. 
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The burial places of William McKinney and Margaret Anderson McKinney are unknown and have not 

been found after search and inquiry. Ritchie reports at page 192 that Doctor Tatum McKinney is buried 

in "the cemetery" at Dillard, but his grave has not been found. It is possible that Ritchie was referring to 

and that all of these persons are buried in now unmarked graves in the Head of the Tennessee Baptist 

Church cemetery at Dillard, Georgia. 

How do we connect William McKinney with McKinneys back into Buncombe County, North Carolina? No 

property is found indexed in Buncombe County as deeded to William McKinney. He is shown as the head 
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of a household on no Buncombe County census. However, William McKinney, then age 17, along with 

his apparent brother, Thomas McKinney, were witnesses in Buncombe County on a 1816 deed to their 

father, Charles McKinney recorded in Deed Book 11, Page 73 on the Buncombe County Registry. It is 

probable that this Thomas McKinney prior to 1837 resided in Rabun County, Georgia with his brother, 

William McKinney as indicated in the 1837 Rabun County deed to William McKinney in Deed Book B, 

Page 135. 

The proof of the Buncombe County family relationships is a 1851 Buncombe County deed in settlement 

of the estate of Charles McKinney recorded on the Buncombe County Registry in Deed Book 132, Page 

467. William McKinney on May 15, 1851 along with other heirs conveyed to John McKinney of 

Buncombe County their undivided interests in property which "fell" to them on the death of Charles 

McKinney of Buncombe County. This deed was not recorded until October 28, 1903. It is not specified 

when Charles McKinney died. The property conveyed was 250 acres on both sides of the Ivy River in the 

Ivy River community of Buncombe County east of the present Flat Creek community near the present 

town of Barnardsville, North Carolina. 

The property conveyed by William McKinney and others in this estate settlement is the same 250 acres 

conveyed by John Anderson to Charles McKinney on January 25, 1816 in Deed Book 11, Page 73 which 

as was witnessed by William McKinney and Thomas McKinney. Charles McKinney was also granted 150 

acres on December 20, 1803 in Grant No. 1298 from the State of North Carolina in Deed Book 3, Page 

289 which he entered on December 15, 1801 which recites as adjoining property already owned by 

McKinney. In Grant No. 1261 the State of North Carolina conveyed to Charles McKinney 100 acres on 

Mud Creek "joining his own lands where he now lives" entered October 27, 1801 recorded in Deed Book 

3, Page 290. 

The foregoing is proof that Charles McKinney was in Buncombe County prior to 1801, and a not too far 

removed neighbor of John Dillard who came into Buncombe County some twelve years earlier. Charles 

McKinney was listed on the 1820 Buncombe County, North Carolina Census as over 45 years of age, with 

a female of the same age, with 8 males ranging in age from 0 through 26 and three females from ages 

10 through 26 and one slave. He is also listed in the 1830 Buncombe County census with eight sons and 

three daughters and one slave. In the 1840 Buncombe County Census Charles "McKinnie" is listed as 

between 70 and 80 years of age (that would make the date of his birth no later than 1780) 
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with one female between 60 and 70 and with one other male between 20 to 30 years of age. 

Subsequent censuses do not list Charles McKinney. This places the death of Charles McKinney between 

1840 and 1851. 
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The heirs of Charles McKinney who executed the deed in Deed Book 132, Page 467 in 1851 leave many 

questions as to who owned what legal interests in the property conveyed and why. Those who signed in 

the signature spaces were Joseph McKinney, William McKinney (who this deed recites resided in Rabun 

County, Georgia), Rosannah Ray (of Yancey County, North Carolina) , P. (Pierce) Roberts, C.(Charles) M. 

Roberts, Levicey M. Williams, Jasper Hopper (of Rabun County, Georgia), Henry McKinney (Sr.) and 

Thomas McKinney. All were indicated in the granting clause of the deed to be residents of Buncombe 

County, North Carolina except William McKinney, Jasper Hopper and Rosannah Ray. 

Following the description of the 250 acres is recited "the seven and one tenth shares of the aforesaid 

land (viz) Joseph McKinney, William McKinney, Rosannah Ray, Caroline Roberts (deceased), Henry 

McKinney. Sr., and one-half of Thomas McKinney's and one-half of Florah Anderson's and all of Charles 

McKinney's and Jasper Hopper's part and Levincey Williams's part and C. M. Roberts part which fell to 

them by heirship from Charles McKinney deceased". 

According to a North Carolina descendant of Joseph McKinney, Charles McKinney was married to Rachel 

Inman McKinney. This fact has not been proved, but has been passed down as a part of the oral 

tradition of the family which was from a brother of William McKinney. The 1851 deed accounts with 

some speculation for the following children of Charles McKinney and Rachel Inman McKinney: 

(1) Joseph McKinney, born September 20, 1801. He is listed on the 1840 Buncombe County 

Census as up to 40 years of age with a wife, three sons and four daughters. On the 1850 

Buncombe County Census he is listed as a farmer age 48, married to his wife, Lydia, age 39 with 

ten children two of whom were named Charles McKinney and Flora McKinney. His wife was 

Lydia Bell, according to the tradition of his descendants. 

(2) William McKinney, born 1799 and married Margaret Anderson. 

(3) Henry McKinney. Born in 1805 and married Elizabeth (Betty) Anderson as his first wife and 

Lydia Anderson as his second wife. At age 45 he is listed on the 1850 Buncombe County Census 

with a wife, named Lydia, age 36 with five children from one to 17 years of age. 

(4) Thomas McKinney. No information is available about this man, but he could have been the 

same Thomas McKinney who owned land near William McKinney in Rabun County as evidenced 

by the above mentioned 1837 deed. 
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(5) John McKinney. He is listed on the Buncombe County 1850 Census at page 235. He was born 

in 1812 and married Avaline Greenwood. 

(6) Rosannah Ray. Born about 1799 and married the Rev. Jesse Ray. 
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(7) Caroline McKinney Roberts. Born September 17, 1807 and married Pierce Roberts. 

(8) Florah (Flora) McKinney Anderson. Born 1800-1810 and married John Anderson. 

(9) unknown Hopper, the wife of Samuel Hopper and mother of Jasper Hopper of Rabun County. 

What happened to the other three sons for Charles McKinney listed on the 1820 and 1830 Censuses and 

why there may be more daughters than is shown on the censuses is unknown. Who Levincy Williams 

mentioned in the 1851 deed was is unknown. She could be another child of Charles McKinney. 

Fifty two years later a legal obstacle to recording this deed was presented. This obstacle was that the 

witnesses were no longer alive to appear before a notary to declare the deed as having been executed 

by the named grantors. On October 27, 1903, G. W. Whitte and George V. Cole appeared before the 

Clerk of the Superior Court of Buncombe County who on oath stated that they were familiar with the 

signatures of the witnesses, M. Greenwood and Robert H. McKinney, both then deceased in order that 

this deed could be lawfully recorded in Buncombe County. 

Jasper Hopper of Rabun County was the son of Samuel Hopper an early settler on Betty's Creek in Rabun 

County almost into North Carolina. Ritchie, page 192. The Charles McKinney estate settlement deed 

proves that his mother was a McKinney and a sister of William McKinney. On the 1850 Rabun County 

Census Jasper Hopper was listed as a 30 year old farmer born in Tennessee married to Ruth J. Hopper, 

age 30 born in North Carolina. Jasper Hopper's wife, Ruth, was a daughter of Obediah Terry Dickerson. 

Ritchie, page 192. Jasper Hopper served in 1838 in the Florida War against the Seminole Indians. Ritchie, 

page 187. He bought in his father's property in Rabun County in a 1843 Sheriff sale in the case of 

Pleasant Watts vs. Samuel Hopper in Deed Book C, Page 209 in which the property was described as 

the"two lots in the 2nd District were Samuel Hopper now lives" with no lots numbers indicated. This 

property was on Betty's Creek further west than the William McKinney property. 

A noticeable fact in the genealogy of the children of Charles and Rachel Inman McKinney is that three of 

their children married Andersons, who were William who married Margaret Anderson, Flora who 

married John Anderson and Henry who married an Anderson, with Elizabeth Anderson as his first wife 

and Lydia Anderson as his second wife. 

 

Begin page 19 of the: DILLARD ANNUAL, Vol. 3, Jan., 1996, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard. 

 

The John Anderson who married Flora McKinney, a daughter of Charles and Rachel Inman McKinney also 

lived at least for awhile in Rabun County, Georgia. John Anderson is shown on the 1830 Census of Rabun 

County as up to age 40 with a wife up to age 30 with another male in the household up to age 30 with 

one son up to age 10 and five daughters under ten years of age. 
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Why did Margaret Anderson McKinney name her first born son George Washington Anderson 

McKinney? We do not know, but we can speculate. 

Let us first briefly look at a few other Andersons in Buncombe County, North Carolina. According to 

Albert Stevens McLean, James Anderson of Scotch ancestry who was born in Northern Ireland about 

1740 emigrated to the United States before the Revolutionary War in which he served with the 

Virginians. He was married to Lydia (Pattie) Mallett Anderson. In 1782 he and his family were in New 

Jersey, but two years later were living in Delaware. By 1790 James Anderson had moved to Surry 

County, North Carolina where he is listed on the 1790 Census with nine males and three females. James 

Anderson came into Buncombe County (in a part now Madison County) in 1795 and settled on the Paint 

Fork of the Little Ivy River. 

James Anderson is said to be one of the first Methodists to settle west of the Blue Ridge Mountains and 

accumulated 700 acres of land on which he was a farmer and stock raiser. His one and one-half story log 

home was constructed with gun slots cut through logs to withstand attacks from the Cherokee Indians 

still then in Buncombe County. His date of death is estimated as between 1810 and 1814. 

One of the "known children" of James Anderson and Lydia Mallett Anderson, according to Albert 

Stevens McLean, was George Washington Anderson who "moved away after 1817". Is he the father of 

Margaret Anderson McKinney? 

Another was Robert Anderson (colonel in the State Militia, member of the House of Representatives 

from Buncombe County in 1821 who sold his properties on the Big and Little Ivy Rivers and moved to 

Tennessee). Another was James Anderson, Jr. (whose will dated April 6, 1834 is probated in Yancey 

County, North Carolina) and Nathan Anderson (justice of the peace who died after 1870 in Madison 

County, North Carolina). McLean, sections 211 and 211A. 

The Dillards always jump back into the picture. Married to William Mallett Anderson, another son of 

James Anderson (born March 1, 1784) of the Little Ivy River section overlooking Barnardsville, North 

Carolina was Martha Elkins, a daughter of Gabriel and Stacy Dillard Elkins (a daughter of Colonel Thomas 

Dillard, Jr. and Martha Webb Dillard of Washington County, North Carolina later Tennessee). William 

Mallett Anderson inherited and resided on his father's farm in Buncombe County. He purchased the 

lands of his brother, George Washington Anderson, on the Big Ivy River. McLean, Section 211 and 212. 
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The relationships in Buncombe and Rabun counties between the Dillards, McKinneys, Andersons, 

Hoppers, and Dickinsons, like the relationship between the Dillards, Loves, and Elkins in Washington and 

Buncombe Counties, form an endless circle. 
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No record has been found substantiating who were the children of George Washington Anderson or 

where he went after 1817. Several early George Washington Andersons appear in North Carolina, 

Georgia and Tennessee. All were living about the same time as disclosed by the 1820 and subsequent 

censuses. Looking for the answer to this one must wait for another day. 

Revised through October 23, 1995. Endnotes with sources of research and additional information will be 

furnished upon request. 

 

RABUN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY AND DILLARD 

HISTORY COLLECTION 

Mrs. Jewel Eller, Manager of the Rabun County Public Library, was one of the speakers at the Fourth 

Annual Dillard History Session of the Dillard Family Reunion on June 10, 1995. Mrs. Eller was invited to 

speak because of the establishment of the Dillard Family Association Library Project in the Rabun County 

Public Library. Mrs. Eller's remarks are summarized herein. 

The Rabun County Public Library, supported by tax revenues and gifts from the public and a part of the 

Georgia regional library system, attempts to provide a full scope of library services to Rabun County 

residents and visitors. This includes books, periodicals, newspapers, videotapes, audio recordings, 

vertical file materials, audio visual equipment and computers for in-library use. 

Plans for an expansion of the library are to be implemented in 1996. The expansion includes additional 

space and materials for the genealogy department of the library. The library now includes materials on 

Rabun County history and families in addition to basic research materials. 

Mrs. Eller extended appreciation to Dorothy Dillard Hughes, Dillard genealogist of Lubbock, Texas, for 

her contributions of genealogical software and her work product of many years of thousands of Dillards 

imputed into this software for use by the public. She was also appreciative of the Dillard Family 

Association in providing through foundation funds and private gifts a computer and printer in order that 

additional genealogical materials could be housed and used. Dillard materials furnished by others, 

including past issues of the Dillard Annual and Dillard Doorways, are in the library. 

 

Begin page 21 of the: DILLARD ANNUAL, Vol. 3, Jan., 1996, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard. 

 

Mrs. Eller indicated that the Library was proud of its genealogical collection and looks forward to its 

expansion and growth. Hard copies of materials for those who do not use the computer are available for 

the cost of the copies. More information about the contents of the Rabun County Public Library and the 
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Dillard History collection may be addressed to Mrs. Jewel Eller, Manager, or her staff at Post Office Box 

330, Clayton, Georgia, 30525. 

(Note: Dr. Howard V. Jones, retired history professor of Cedar Falls, Iowa and Dillard genealogist, 

subsequent to the 1995 Reunion contributed to the Library Project his Dillard work covering many years 

of research. With the extensive Hughes and Jones contributions in the Library on the computer, which 

are not collectively available in any other library or publication, the Rabun County Library is probably the 

most comprehensive source in one place of Dillard family history covering Dillards all over the country 

researched through this time.) 
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THE DILLARD FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name(s)_________________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone (______)____________________ 

Enclosed please find my check or money order for $8.00 for 1996 membership (make checks payable to 

Dillard Family Association) 

_____I expect to attend the 1996 Reunion. I will be accompanied by: 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____I cannot attend the 1996 Reunion, but want to retain my membership. 

Please help us in planning for the Reunion by filling out the form below: 

Which days would you prefer for the Reunion? Thursday - Friday ___________ 

Friday- Saturday ___________ 

Saturday- Sunday ___________ 

Saturday only ___________ 

What would you like to see on the Reunion program? (use the back of the sheet if you need the space). 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Do you know any stories about the Dillard family you could tell at the Reunion?_________ 

If we should have a "show and tell" session at the Reunion, do you have any Dillard family objects you 

could show (heirlooms, photographs, documents)? If so, what? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Anything else you can tell us that would help to make your membership and the Reunion enjoyable and 

useful? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Copyright © 1998 by the Dillard Family Association. 

The full text of the DILLARD ANNUAL, 

Volume 4; January, 1997, pages 1-37. 

 

DILLARD ANNUAL, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard, Copyright © 1998 by the Dillard Family 

Association. 

1997 REUNION PLANS 

The 1997 Dillard Reunion will be held on Saturday and Sunday, June 14 and 15, 1997 at the Dillard 

House, Dillard, Georgia. Final reunion details will be furnished in a subsequent notice closer to the time 

of the reunion. To avoid problems in finding housing, advance reservations are recommended. 

Membership in the Dillard Family Association with dues at $8.00 per year per family, and your intentions 

to attend the 1997 reunion, should be addressed to Mrs. Rachel Dillard Scott, Secretary-Treasurer, 218 

Indian Trail, Anderson, South Carolina 29625, telephone (803) 287- 3944. The membership form found 

in the last page of this newsletter is provided for your convenience. 

Speakers at the Sixth Annual History Session, which will start at 9:30 A.M. on Saturday morning, June 14, 

1996 will be the following: 

Dorothy Dillard Hughes of Lubbock, Texas on her 1996 publication, "Dillard Research Notes: Culpeper 

County, Virginia Dillards and Two Related Families of South Carolina," which catalogues early Dillards 

who were residents of that county. 

Almeda Hutchins Burns of Tucson, Arizona will speak on "Reminiscences of the Life of Rosette Dillard 

Wikle", (1854-1933) daughter of John Barnard Dillard and Rachel McKinney Dillard of Rabun County, 

Georgia. 
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Hugh Johnson, of Palmetto, Georgia, retired from the United States Department of Agriculture in 

Washington, D. C. who will speak on "Connections with Dillards in the Revolutionary and Confederate 

Services". 

John T. Dillard of Monroe, Oregon, descendant of Revolutionary soldier, William 
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Dillard, killed in the Battle of Eutaw Springs, South Carolina will speak on "Dillards from Virginia into 

South Carolina and then Oregon". 

With time permitting, a query session with audience participation in the program on any Dillard 

question, topic or artifact a participant may wish to bring up is also planned. 

WORK OF THE DILLARD FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

The Dillard Family Association was reorganized in 1991 to include all Dillards in the United States for the 

purposes of preserving Dillard history, culture and comradeship through sponsoring an annual reunion 

and other functions. Attendance each year at the Dillard Reunion continues by a substantial number of 

Dillards from many different family lines all over the county. The reunion is held at Dillard, Georgia in 

Rabun County which was settled about 1821 by a line of Dillards. 

A part of each reunion program is a one half day Dillard History Session with speakers giving research on 

Dillard history and genealogy in which audience participation is encouraged. Over fifty people attended 

the 1996 history session. A number of experienced and published Dillard genealogists participate in the 

history sessions and enjoy exchanging Dillard historical information with all present. Attendance at the 

history session is optional. 

The Dillard Annual, published by the Dillard Family Association with a mailing list of some 500, contains 

addresses of the reunion speakers of the previous reunion. Other events, such as tours of nearby points 

of interest, scenery and historic homes and locations have been scheduled at past reunions. Two 

reunion dinners, periods of fellowship and a meeting of the Dillard Family Association are held during 

Saturday and Sunday at each reunion. 

Officers of the 1996-97 Dillard Family Association are Barnard Malcolm Dillard, of Dillard, Georgia, 

President; John M. Dillard, of Greenville, South Carolina, Vice-President; and Rachel Dillard Scott, of 

Pendleton, South Carolina, Secretary-Treasurer. 

The Dillard Reunion is held at the Dillard House, owned and operated since the Civil War by descendants 

of Revolutionary soldier Lt. John Dillard, with excellent food, motel accommodations and a large modern 

lodge for holding meetings. Numerous other excellent motel and food accommodations with golf, 

fishing and other recreation opportunities, are nearby in this busy tourist area. 
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The Dillard Family Association sponsors the preservation of Dillard history by numerous contributors in 

the Rabun County Public Library in nearby Clayton, Georgia. All persons attending the annual reunion 

are invited to visit the library and inspect the contents 
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of this collection for their research and entertainment in computer and hard copy form. 

MINUTES OF THE 1996 MEETING 

The Dillard Family Association held its annual meeting in Dillard, Georgia June 8-9, 1996. Members of 

Dillard families began gathering at Dillard as early as June 7 for what proved to be a very exciting and 

enjoyable occasion. Registration began at the Rock House on Saturday, June 8, at 9:30 a.m. The History 

Session began at 10:00 a.m. 

Carlton M. Dillard of the Fielding Dillard family was the speaker. He told many interesting stories and 

showed pictures, after which the group was invited to ask questions. The session was well attended and 

much interest was displayed. A special treat was the presence of Sally Russell Warrington from England. 

She is writing a book about her grandmother, Ina Dillard Russell. She shared many interesting stories 

from over 1500 letters in her possession which Ina Dillard Russell had written to her husband and 

thirteen children over a period of nearly fifty years. 

Following a lunch break the History Session reconvened. Dr. Howard Jones disclosed information 

regarding "Sarah Dillard Davis, Newly Discovered Daughter of John, and Elizabeth Dillard Dryman." 

John M. Dillard recognized registrants who had traveled long distances. 

Following an interesting "Show and Tell" period, Malcolm Dillard led those desiring to do so on a tour of 

Dillard Historical Sites. 

At 6:30 p.m. the group gathered at Henry's Playhouse for a delightful buffet dinner. Approximately 80 

persons attended. 

On Sunday at 12:30 p.m. more than 50 persons again gathered at Henry's Playhouse where a wonderful 

buffet luncheon was served by the Dillard House. 

Following the meal a brief business session was called to order by the President, Dr. Howard Jones. 

Minutes of the 1995 meeting were approved as printed in The Dillard Annual, Volume 3, which was 

distributed by mail in January of this year. The Treasurer's Report was given by Rachel Scott who 

reported a balance of $1,043.61. 
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The Nominating Committee Report presented by Malcolm Dillard, Chairman and President-elect of the 

Association, recommended the election of the following officers: President, Malcolm Dillard; President-

elect and Vice President, John M. Dillard; and Secretary-Treasurer, Rachel D. Scott. 
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Mary Ann Pickard moved the nominations be closed, seconded by Edward Dillard and the slate of 

officers was accepted to serve during the 1996-97 year. 

Dr. Jones was thanked for having served so faithfully as president and the meeting was adjourned. The 

consensus of opinion by those attending was that the reunion was most enjoyable and appreciation was 

expressed for the "royal treatment" given us by the Dillard House staff. 

Rachel Dillard Scott 

 

Secretary-Treasurer 

 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

The following written presentations of the speakers at the Fifth Annual History Session of the 1996 

Dillard Reunion, Carlton M. Dillard, Dr. Howard V. Jones and Sally Russell Warrington, follow the policy 

of the Dillard Family Association that each speaker publish his reunion speech in the next Dillard Annual. 

 

FOLLOWING FIELDING DILLARD (1771-1818) 

FROM SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

TO OGLETHORPE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

By, Carlton M. Dillard 

Let me thank you for having me come and talk to you about Fielding Dillard of Oglethorpe County, Ga. I 

am honored to be here. 

Please don't be as rude to me as you were six months ago in my dream. Upon reading Dr. Jones' letter 

advising that this talk should last an hour, I threw the letter into the air saying, "Why, I can't talk for an 

hour on any subject! ". The problem was taken to my dear wife of fifty-one years where I expected 

sympathy. Instead, in a matter-of-fact tone, she said, "When you are talking about genealogy on the 
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telephone, your conversations seldom run less than an hour. You'll have no problem!" Case closed! No 

sympathy. So I went to sleep that night with that "Nobody loves me feeling!" That must have triggered 

this dream. As I walked into this very room where you are now assembled, there was absolute bedlam. 

You were a 
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group of twelve year-old boys, out-of-control. Nothing I said or did got your attention. How I 

sympathized with you teachers of that age group. Frustrated, I grabbed two of you by the napes of your 

necks, walked you over to a seat and sat you down roughly. Back I went for two more, and as I slammed 

the second pair to their seats, I discovered the first two seated were milling around again. Back I went 

for two more. This went on until I was exhausted. What a relief it was when I found myself sitting up in 

the middle of my bed, in a cold sweat; and this had been only a dream. 

You have organized a great Dillard Family Association. I hope all of you take pride in it, that you work 

together to make the association stronger, and that you will pass this fellowship along to your children. 

When we consider the abuse the traditional American family is taking today at the hands of the motion 

picture and television industries and other groups that seem determined to destroy the family unit as 

we know it, our children will certainly need all the help we can give them. We have come a long way 

since Clarke Gable broke down all barriers when he said to Scarlett, "Frankly, my Dear, I don't give a 

damn." The stuff that spews into so many American living rooms today and is shown in movie houses 

under the guise of realism is the same type stuff that thirty or forty years ago was shown secretly to a 

small group of snickering men in a smoke-filled back room. A lady wouldn't dare be seen there. It is the 

kind of stuff I investigated as "Obscene Literature." Call me an Old Fogy if you like, but don't call me a 

Prude; because after thirty-five years in law enforcement I am not easily shocked by what I see or hear. I 

am disturbed by the distorted image some groups are trying to give to the American family unit. 

Someone has said, "We can take neither credit nor blame for our family background." Strictly speaking, 

the statement is true. In a broader sense, however, every day we live, we take credit, we benefit, we 

profit from what we have inherited from our ancestors; and, make no mistake, our children and 

grandchildren, will be helped or hurt by what they inherit from our generation. From our Dillard 

ancestors we, as a family, have inherited a sense of humor, a deep faith in the Almighty God, a sense of 

reasonable self respect, a pride mingled with humility--not haughtiness--and a dignity that comes from 

hard work, resourcefulness, and thriftiness. These are fine qualities. But, let me hasten to say these 

qualities were not achieved without excellent outside help. To all of you spouses, male and female, 

present and past, who accepted us with our many faults and became members of this Dillard family, we 

say: "Welcome aboard and thank you! We couldn't have done it without your help. " 

Rev. Miles Hill Dillard, grandson of the first Fielding Dillard, had just married Lella Jackson of Meriwether 

County, GA., in 1886. His parents, Fielding Dillard II and America Frances Chaffin, held a spend-the-day 
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party at their home in Oglethorpe County, inviting neighbors and relatives from miles around. During 

the introductions, one elderly lady pulled Miles aside and said, "Miles Dillard, how on earth did you get 

such a nice girl to marry you?" Miles quipped, "O, we Dillards have a habit of doing that, and we've been 

doing it for so many generations till now we've got to be right nice people." 
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Let me tell you another story that became a Dillard story through marriage. This one is from our 

daughter-in-law's family. Pam Rucker Dillard, wife of our son John A. Dillard, is seated here in the 

audience. Her father, Dr. Julius T. Rucker of Augusta, has just completed an excellent Rucker family 

history, and I am indebted to that volume for this story. Pam's great grandmother Ann Thornton lived in 

Elbert County, Ga., before Rural Electrification Associations. Two girls from the city came to visit Ann as 

overnight guests. When time came to retire, one of the girls asked Ann: "Pray tell, how do you take a 

bath without a shower or tub?" Ann replied: "It's quite simple. You get a pan, a washcloth, and soap. In 

the reservoir beside the kitchen stove you will find hot water. Dip what you need into your pan and start 

your bath. Begin with your face and wash down as far as possible. Then go to your feet and wash up as 

far as possible. Finally, you wash possible." 

It was October, 1985. My fishing boat was anchored in the Fishing Creek area of Lake Thurmond in 

Lincoln County. Every trick and lure I owned had failed to coax a strike from a bass. Finally, it became 

clear, even to this stubborn fisherman, that the fishing season for 1985 was over. It would be March, 

1986, before crappie started stirring again. That would give five full months to take care of a little 

project that kept begging for my attention. My parents lived in southwest Wilkes Co., Ga. I wanted to 

learn how my father's family was related to the Dillards of Oglethorpe County, Ga. Then and there I 

decided that if I sacrificed my other hobby of woodworking, and really concentrated on this project, I 

could do the research, write the manuscript, have the book printed and distributed, and when March of 

1986 came, I would be back on Lake Thurmond ready to get my share of the crappies. How naive! Eleven 

crappie seasons have come and gone since that ambitious commitment was made. My fishing boat and 

motor have been sold; my place on Lake Thurmond in Lincoln County where I spent so many happy 

hours, has been sold; for the most part, my woodworking tools have been idle; and that research project 

is still incomplete. Working on family history just doesn't leave time for those less important things. 

Genealogy seems to have become my vice or my virtue. 

When I begin thinking of genealogy as my vice, I hurry to the fifth chapter of Genesis and read again 

some of the "begat" verses. But, my greatest comfort comes from remembering a Bible verse learned at 

my mother's knee. Actually, it is one of the Ten Commandments: "Honor thy father and thy mother: that 

thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee." Exodus 20:12. 

In December, 1993, we published a family history entitled Back to Old Virginia with Dillard, Daniel and 

Kin. That volume covered some descendants of Fielding Dillard but its focus was upon one Dillard family 
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line and eight allied families. A manuscript is now well underway for a family history which will include a 

brief biographical sketch of every descendant we can identify of Fielding Dillard (1771-1818) and Patsey 

Martha Beadles. We hope it will be ready for distribution late this year or early in 1997. 

You may not be as hooked as I am on family history, but your very presence here today tells me you are 

interested in Dillard family history. As I understand, most of you 
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descend from John Dillard who settled here in Rabun County about 1820. Our ancestor was Fielding 

Dillard who settled in Oglethorpe County, Georgia, in 1804. 

After hearing of my new interest in family history, a fishing friend asked if I had Dillard relatives living in 

an Alabama county where he spent his childhood. I said probably so but I could name none. If you know 

of this family or are related, please understand I tell the story just as it was told to me. Remember that 

fishermen are prone to exaggerate. He said this Dillard family from that rural county had been feuding 

with a Lucas family for several generations. During the horse and buggy days, the Dillard father and his 

twenty year-old son were traveling a country road in a two-horse wagon when they came face to face 

with the Lucas father walking with several of his grown sons. As the two groups came together, the 

Lucas boys began throwing rocks at the Dillards. While the Dillard father was trying to control the team 

of horses, three Lucas brothers jumped upon the wagon. Two held the Dillard youth while another Lucas 

boy repeatedly stabbed the young Dillard about his chest and neck with a switchblade knife. The Lucas 

boys jumped from the wagon and continued taunting the mortally wounded Dillard youth. When the 

Dillard father looked around from struggling with the team and saw his son covered with blood and 

weakly sinking to the floor of the wagon, he is reported to have shouted to him: "Get out there and fight 

them, Boy. You're going to die anyway." While I admired the man's courage, I couldn't say if this was my 

Dillard line or not. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson said, "Man is but the sum of his ancestors." Then, to know Fielding better, we 

need to know something of his ancestors. We know that Fielding Dillard's father was Thomas Dillard 

who spent most of his adult life in Spotsylvania County, Virginia. We can't prove this, but we think 

Thomas was probably the son of Nicholas Dillard, Sr., of Caroline County; and Nicholas Dillard, Sr., was 

probably the son of George Dillard, the Immigrant. 

Most of us who descend from the early Dillards of Virginia descend from this George Dillard who came 

to the colony of Virginia around 1650, as an indentured servant-- some other party paid for his passage. 

Some early accounts claimed, without documentation, that George was born in 1634, in Wiltshire, 

England, and came to Virginia in 1650 as a Barrister for the King of England. Dorothy Dillard Hughes of 

Lubbock, Texas--you know her--called my attention to an article which explained that, in England, 

Barristers are not trained at a University as in the States, but attend one of the four Inns of the Court, all 
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in London. There are Grays Inn, Lincoln Inn, Inner Temple Inn, and Middle Temple Inn. Solicitors there 

are trained under a form of apprenticeship and do legal work but are not allowed to practice before the 

courts of England. This has been the custom for 800 years and was the custom in George Dillard's time. 

The mentioned article gave two addresses to which one could write and have a name searched through 

the admission records of the four Inns. My letters giving a brief synopsis of what we know about George 

and several spellings for his last name were answered quickly. George's name was not found among the 

records of either Inn, and both letters added that if George, indeed, came to Virginia as an indentured 

servant, it would be highly improbable that he would have at the same time been a barrister. 
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With all due respect to attorneys and barristers, that discovery did not diminish my respect for George 

one iota. 

The few remaining records concerning George Dillard show that he was one of 107 Headrights for whom 

a transportation receipt was turned in at the Virginia Land Patent Office by Capt. Moore Fantleroy on 22 

May, 1650. The Capt. received 50 acres of land for each Headright for a total of 5,350 acres. Under the 

Headright system every immigrant entering the colony, or the person paying his passage, was entitled to 

fifty acres of land. The indentured servant was indebted to the person paying his passage, until the debt 

was paid. Depending upon George Dillard's age, craftsmanship and other factors, he might work as long 

as seven years to repay the debt. 

In 1665, George Dillard patented 250 acres of land in New Kent County for having paid the passage of 

five other passengers. Those 250 acres adjoined land on which George was living. The implication here is 

strong that, during those fifteen years, George had repaid his own transportation debt, had bought land 

of his own, and in 1665 was financially able to pay the passage for five other passengers. 

In 1665, New Kent County was a large tract of land stretching westward almost from Chesapeake Bay. 

The Mattapony (Mattaponi) River headwaters rose in the western section of the county and flowed 

southeasterly to the Chesapeake Bay. It was a time when Virginia County boundaries were changing 

rapidly. Settlers moved westward looking for new, cheap land on the frontier. As new settlements 

sprang up, new counties were formed so the settlers' business with the government could be handled 

without traveling great distances. So rapid was this transition that a plantation owner might find his land 

falling in three or four different counties in a short span of thirty or forty years. With so many changes, 

we need a natural landmark to follow a tract of land. The Mattapony River provides such a landmark. 

King and Queen County (one county) was formed from New Kent in 1691. Then the Mattapony River, 

from its source to its mouth, was in King and Queen. In 1702, King William County was formed from King 

and Queen with the Mattapony River forming the boundary between King William on the south side and 

King and Queen on the north side. 
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In 1704, four Dillards paid Quit Rent from King and Queen County, meaning their land was on the north 

side of the Mattapony. Quit Rent was a tax or fee due the crown seven years after a piece of land was 

patented. The fee was 2 shillings per 100 acres. Those Dillards from King and Queen County were 

George Dillard with 325 acres, Thomas Dillard with 175 acres, Nicholas (Dilliard) Dillard with 150 acres, 

and Edward (Dilliard) Dillard with 150 acres. We can't prove it, but I look upon George with the larger 

tract of land as the Immigrant and father of the other three men with smaller tracts. 

Between 1704 and 1728, Nicholas Dillard of King and Queen, patented land on the south side of the 

Mattapony, on Reedy Swamp in King William County. Several neighbors 
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patented land adjoining Nicholas Dillard's land; and, in each transaction, Reedy Swamp was mentioned 

as one boundary for those tracts. Reedy Swamp becomes another natural landmark. In 1721, there were 

three long, finger-shaped counties stretching westward almost from Chesapeake Bay. There were Essex 

County on the north side, King and Queen in the middle, and King William on the south side of the 

Mattapony. Spotsylvania County was formed in 1721 by chopping off the western ends of those three 

counties. Seven years later, in 1728, the western ends of the same three mother counties were again 

chopped off to form Caroline County. Now, the spring branches of the Mattapony are in the 

southeastern quarter of Spotsylvania County; the stream flows southeasterly through Caroline County, 

after which it forms the boundary between what remained of King and Queen and King William 

Counties. With these county changes, Nicholas Dillard, Sr.'s land and Reedy Swamp fell into the new 

county of Caroline. Since they previously had been in King William, on the south side of the Mattapony, 

the swamp and Nicholas Dillard, Sr.'s land had to fall into the southern third of Caroline County. 

Thomas Dillard was born circa 1706. The first Spotsylvania County record for Thomas shows him in 1731 

to be an overseer on land of Robert Baillor in Prosessioners Precinct 5 of St. George Parish. Precinct 5 

was in the southeastern corner of Spotsylvania County, near Nicholas Dillard's place in Caroline. Thomas 

and his first wife, Elizabeth Holloway, married about 1734. That is the year Thomas first bought land in 

Spotsylvania County, but I believe Thomas and Elizabeth were still living in Caroline County. Their first 

child Joseph was born 1735 in Caroline. When in 1756 this child, Joseph, entered military service for the 

French and Indian War he gave his age as 21 years, making 1735 his year of birth, and his place of birth 

was given as Caroline County. This son, Joseph, was shown to be of Caroline County eleven years later 

when, on 2 Nov., 1767, he bought land in Amherst County where he would spend the rest of his life. 

John Dillard, another son of Thomas, was in Drisdale Parish, Caroline County, on 17 Aug., 1775, when he 

sold the 100 acres inherited from his father, to his brother Richard Dillard. These ties of Thomas Dillard's 

family to Caroline County lead me to believe that these children were probably the grandchildren of 

Nicholas Dillard, Sr. 
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Thomas Dillard and Elizabeth were the parents of nine children before Elizabeth died about 1754. Within 

two years, Thomas had found a courageous lady, Sarah Mason, daughter of Peter Mason, to marry him 

and accept the challenge of caring for nine children ranging in age from about three to about nineteen 

years. Added to that number were three children born to Thomas and Sarah. The nine children of 

Thomas and Elizabeth were: Joseph, John, William, Thomas II, and James, and girls Ann Pettus, Lucy 

Luck, Jane Duvall, and Hannah Dillard who was unmarried in 1774 when Thomas made his will. Children 

of Thomas and Sarah were Richard, born about 1758, Mary (about whom we know nothing more), and 

Fielding, born 1771. Fielding was the only child for whom a guardian was appointed in December, 1774, 

following the death of Thomas. That guardian was Fielding's older brother John of Caroline County. 

Fielding, only four years old, probably did not move to Caroline County with his brother, but continued 

living with his mother Sarah in Spotsylvania County until her death. 
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Thomas made what I thought was a rather strange bequest in his will of 1774. He left to his first wife's 

children "one Negro woman named Juda and her increase To be equally divided among them all," 

proceeding to name those nine children again, even though all nine had been named in the preceding 

bequest. Why would this one woman be divided among these nine children who were, in 1774, adults 

and scattered here and there? And why were Sarah's three children not named in this bequest? I think 

we get an explanation when we read the will of Thomas Dillard's father-in-law, William Holloway, made 

thirty years earlier in Spotsylvania County on 4 December, 1744. Holloway leaves to "my daughter 

Elizabeth the wife of Thomas Dillard a Negro girl named Judey to her and her heirs forever." It is my 

belief that the girl named Judey, in 1744, had become the Negro woman Juda in 1774; and, out of 

respect for William Holloway's wishes, but more out of concern for Juda as she grew older, Thomas 

wanted to make provisions for her. He wanted those nine children who had been nurtured by Juda's 

tender loving care during their youth, to share in the care of Juda during her declining years. 

Thomas left the homesite and 170 acres to Sarah as long as she lived and remained a widow. Upon her 

death or remarriage, that property would go to Joseph, the oldest boy, who was living in Amherst 

County, Va. Joseph sold the home and 170 acres in 1779. No doubt, Sarah Mason Dillard had died. It 

seems that Richard Dillard and young Fielding Dillard had cared for their mother as long she lived. But in 

1779, following Sarah's death, Richard and Fielding began making plans to move on to Halifax County, 

Va. Richard, who had earlier bought some of the land his half brothers inherited from there father, went 

about disposing of that land. His wife Susannah Chapman signed some of the deeds. In 1779 (Deed 

recorded 18 Nov., 1779) Richard sold to John Coats a one hundred-acre tract on the north side of 

Pawpaw Swamp, where Richard lived. This must have been young Fielding Dillard's property. In his 

father's will Fielding was left "all the land I own on the North side of Pawpaw Swamp . . ." At age 

fourteen Fielding might have chosen his own guardian; but he was not yet fourteen, and no record of 

such a choice has been found. 
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Life was not kind to Fielding Dillard. His father died when Fielding was only four. His mother died when 

he was eight. Even his wedding did not run smoothly because of difficulties he and his bride experienced 

with the paper work. The joy that came with the birth of their first child was cut short by Fielding being 

charged with slander the same year. Their migration to Georgia did not help. There must have been 

some happy times, but Fielding did not live to see even one of his ten children grow to maturity and 

marry. He never experienced the joy of fishing with a grandson or watching a granddaughter play with 

her dolls. 

Richard was married to Susannah (Chapman) by 1781 when they began disposing of land in Spotsylvania 

County. On 3 Dec., 1783, Richard and Susannah gave a deed to John Coats for 250 acres, and their 

names do not appear in Spotsylvania County records after that date. Fielding's name does not appear in 

those records after 5 Dec., 1774, when John Dillard was appointed his guardian. Fielding, together with 

Richard and his family, must have moved to Halifax County, Va., during the winter of 1783. 
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Susannah Chapman must have died before 1796, because on 12 Dec., 1796, in Caswell County, NC, 

Richard married secondly Sarah Holt. Three weeks later on 5 Jan., 1797, in Halifax County, Va, a 

marriage bond was taken for Richard's daughter, Salley Dillard, to marry William Holt. Richard Dillard 

and Sarah Holt were the parents of Richard Dillard II born 1800 in Halifax County, Va.; and this Richard 

Dillard II is the ancestor of Major Frank T. Dillard whose last known address to me was Ft. Campbell, Ky. 

Fielding Dillard would not soon forget three events that happened while he lived in Halifax County, Va. 

He and Patsey Martha Beadles took a wedding bond in Halifax County, Va., on 27 Oct., 1800, with 

William Beadles signing the bond for Patsey's family. She had a brother named William, but it appears 

the bond was signed by a William Beadles who remained in that county after Patsey's family had 

migrated to Georgia. The wedding apparently did not take place; because two months later, on 6 

January, 1801, in Rowan County, NC, another wedding bond was taken with Patsey's father, Joseph 

Beadles, signing for the bride's family. In the Virginia bond, both Patsey and Fielding were referred to as 

"of this county," while, in the North Carolina bond, Patsey is referred to as "of the county aforesaid," 

meaning Rowan County; but no residence is indicated for Fielding. 

Considerable confusion concerning Fielding Dillard arose among researchers because of a misreading of 

the Halifax bond in a published abstract. In that abstract, Patsey's last name was erroneously shown 

as Bradley and the signature on the bond as William Bradley. This made it appear that two Fielding 

Dillards married two different brides in different states only two months apart. When a copy of the 

Halifax bond arrived from the court clerk, it was obvious the last name of the bride and the person 

signing for her family was Beadles. When the copy of the North Carolina bond came, the strong 

similarities between the two Fielding Dillard signatures on the bonds were noted. I knew that no valid 

comparison could be made from these specimen, limited as they were as to quality and quantity; but I 
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wanted to know what a trained handwriting examiner would say about the signatures. I turned them 

over to a friend who had extensive training in that field. For obvious reasons, he did not want his name 

used in any publication where this comparison was mentioned; but he was satisfied the two Fielding 

Dillard signatures had been written by the same person. 

What happened? I see two possibilities. It is my guess that Fielding and Patsey were planning to be 

married in Virginia; but, before the marriage was performed, Patsey's family joined a wagon train 

moving south. That bond was taken 27 Oct., 1800. It was the late fall. Crops had been gathered, and the 

family was prepared to join the first wagon train moving south. Her family stopped in Rowan County, 

NC, long enough for Fielding to come and the couple was married there. Joseph Beadles did not remain 

in NC. He bought his first land in Oglethorpe County, Georgia, in 1802. Another possibility is that Patsey 

Beadles was not yet twenty-one years old; and, without her father's signature on the bond, the minister 

or the court official in Va. declined to perform the ceremony. 

We know that Patsey and Fielding returned to Halifax County, Va.; because Fielding's name appears in 

the personal property tax list for 1802. Then, in 1803, the couple became 
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parents, naming their first child Joseph Beadles Dillard. As was often done, the baby's middle name was 

taken from the family name of the wife. But the joy of this happy event was brief. 

On 26 Nov., 1803, judgment was rendered against Fielding on a charge of slandering Thomas Powell and 

his wife; and Fielding was fined fifty pounds. This man probably was the same Thomas Powell who was 

in Amherst County, Va., on 26 May, 1785, when he signed as surety on a marriage bond for Jean Dillard, 

the daughter of Joseph Dillard, Fielding's half brother, when Jean and Henry Stoneham were 

contemplating marriage. Interestingly, in Thomas Powell's will made in Halifax on 2 June, 1813, he 

named a daughter Patsey Dillard. 

Fielding, Patsey, and one-year-old Joseph must have made the trip to Oglethorpe County, Ga, in the 

winter of 1804, after crops had been harvested. Fielding made his first purchase of land in Oglethorpe 

County on 5 February, 1805, when he bought 270 acres on Clouds Creek. There he and Patsey built their 

home very near the lands of the Cherokee and Creek Indians, and about two miles from the Cherokee 

Corner Indian Trading Post. That trading post is the site of present-day Cherokee Corner Methodist 

church where their descendants hold their reunion every August. Fielding continued to purchase land up 

until the year he died. They added nine additional children to their family, but Fielding did not live to see 

one of those children reach maturity or marry. Fielding died between 1818-1819 when his oldest child, 

Joseph, was only fifteen. He was buried about 100 yards from his home at a site that became the Dillard 

Family Cemetery. Martha Patsey was awarded a widow's dower of 200 acres from Fielding's estate on 

22 Oct., 1819. (Oglethorpe County Probate Court Minute Book L, p. 27). Following her death between 
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1826 and 1831, Patsey was buried at the same place. At least three of their children and many 

grandchildren were buried there. Beneath the vines and trees that obscure the place today, they all rest-

-awaiting the Resurrection. Their ten children are listed below: 

1) Joseph Beadles Dillard was born 1803, Va married 12 August, 1830, Elizabeth Ann Baldwin, 

nee Ellington. They are my father's ancestors. 

2) Susan Dillard born about 1804, Ga., married 13 Dec., 1825, Jesse King. 

3) Mary Dillard born about 1805, Ga., married 18 Dec., 1828, Wilkes County, Ga., Littleberry 

(Little Berry) King. 

4) Sarah Ann Dillard born 9 Aug., 1806, Ga., married 1st. 6 Dec., 1830, Oglethorpe County, 

Cornelius Furcron. Cornelius died 20 Jan., 1837, and Sarah Ann married 2nd. Felix Hardeman. No 

children by Hardeman but three Furcron children survived to maturity, with many descendants 

identified. Sarah Ann and Cornelius Furcron were my mother's ancestors. 

5) Richard Dillard born 10 Oct., 1808, Ga., died 12 May, 1875, buried Oglethorpe County, 

married 1st. Sarah Jane Ellington (sister of Elizabeth Ann Ellington). Sarah Jane died 7 Jan., 1843, 

buried Oglethorpe County, Ga. Richard married 2nd. Antionnett A. Chaffin who died 16 Nov., 

1869. Richard and both wives were buried at the Dillard family cemetery, Arnoldsville, Ga. 

6) Elizabeth Dillard reported to have been a twin of 2) Susan Dillard. Died at birth about 1804. 

7) Harriet Dillard born about 1810, Ga., married 14 Feb., 1843, Mordecai Edwards, as his third 

wife. Harriet died 1 Jan., 1844. No children by Mordecai and Harriet. 

8) Juriah Hepsibah Dillard (Lucinda Dillard) born 12 Sept., 1813, Ga., married 1st 8 Dec., 1831, 

William Furcron, brother of Cornelius Furcron. William and Juriah had one child, William 

Cornelius Furcron, born 23 July, 1833, Ga., before William Furcron died 17 Dec., 1833. Juriah 

Hepsibah married 2nd Lorenzo Dow Furgerson, lived Oglethorpe County for few years, moved to 

Madison County, Ga. 

9) Martha Custis Dillard born 2 May, 1814, Ga., married 2 April, 1832, John Ferdinand Phinizy. 

Two children born to this union, John Ferdinand Phinizy II and Martha Phinizy, but no 

grandchildren known. 

10) Fielding Dillard II born March, 1815, married 18 March, 1841, Clarke County, Ga., America 

Frances Chaffin born 23 Jan., 1826. Fielding died 18 Oct., 1896, and America Frances died 30 

Dec., 1909. Both buried Dillard family cemetery, Arnoldsville, Ga. Thirteen children were born to 

this marriage, and most of their descendants have been identified. 

The most distinguished descendants of Fielding Dillard and Patsey Beadles were those of their 

granddaughter Ina Dillard, the thirteenth child of Fielding Dillard II and America Frances Chaffin. Ina, a 

school teacher, married a young attorney named Richard Brevard Russell, and they were the parents of 
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fifteen children, thirteen of whom lived to maturity, and two of whom are living today. Richard Brevard 

Russell became Chief Justice of the Georgia Supreme Court. All of their children excelled in their chosen 

professions. The best known of their children, of course, was United States Senator Richard Brevard 

Russell, Jr. who became Governor of Georgia, and later served as United States Senator from Georgia 

from 1933 until his death in 1971. Ina Dillard Russell wrote many letters during her lifetime. They were 

long, newsy letters to her children, cousins, and friends. The family has collected and preserved more 

than a thousand of those treasures. Their Granddaughter Sally Russell Warrington of Warwick, England, 

the daughter of the late Dr. Alexander Brevard Russell of Winder, is working with the University of 

Georgia Press on a volume that will include many, if not all, of those letters. This will be a great 

contribution to the Russell and Dillard families. It will give us a better understanding of this remarkable 

lady, concerning whom Sally wrote: "Born in a time when the greatest career choice for a woman was 

motherhood, she took that career to the top in stellar fashion: thirteen living 
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children, all well educated, all good citizens, all dedicated family people." This book will be unique. It will 

call attention to the great contributions Ina Dillard and Richard Brevard Russell made to the State of 

Georgia and to the Nation. I look forward to seeing my copy when it is released in 1997. 

To keep our hopes alive concerning George Dillard, I think we need to adopt one of the elements of the 

archaeologist' s philosophy which says, "The absence of evidence is not evidence of absence." I am naive 

enough to believe that someday, somewhere, someone will discover that thread that links George 

Dillard, the Immigrant, to at least some of his children. 

In conclusion, let me say this. Life was not kind to George nor to his great grandson Fielding, if our 

theory is correct. However, both men showed qualities worthy of our admiration. I think as they look 

down from their lofty homes upon the parade of their descendants, they are generally proud; and each 

man would raise his thumb in approval. Their descendants, whether stonecutters or statesmen, have 

served well in their chosen fields. They have responded and many died when called to defend their 

country. Whether as privates or high ranking officers they served well in combat. If either George or 

Fielding were asked today: "What word of advice would you give to our generation to help strengthen 

and preserve the family unit?" I think his reply might be this: "Honor thy father and thy mother that thy 

days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee." 
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A REPORT ON TWO DAUGHTERS OF JOHN DILLARD 

OF RABUN COUNTY, GEORGIA 

By, Howard Vallance Jones | Sarah Dillard Davis 

I wonder if my cousins from Rabun County may not be getting quite bewildered. They have believed for 

many years that old John Dillard had just two, maybe three, children: James, Mary Rebecca Dickerson, 

and a daughter who married a Dryman. 

But look what's happened: during the last five years or so, we've been adding children all the time. First 

came three more boys--Thomas, John Jr. and William F. Although it could be argued that none of them 

are completely proved as John's sons, there is plenty of circumstantial evidence, in fact a rather 

overwhelming amount of it. There can really be no doubt that the three belong to John. 
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Then came news of a possible daughter Sophia Dillard, who became the second wife of Gabriel Elkins, 

his first wife having been Stacy Dillard, daughter of Thomas Jr. and cousin to John. I'm sorry to say that 

Sophia is still very shadowy, and there is still very little evidence for her, and less for where she came 

from. I can report one late development, if it matters: it seems Sophia was the third wife of Gabriel 

Elkins, not the second. That is hardly stunning news. 

With Sophia, our total of children comes up to seven--but we did not think that was necessarily all. In 

the censuses of 1790, 1800 and 1810, there are still more young people in John's household. Of course 

these do not have to be children--they could be visitors, relatives, servants, you name it. However, it 

usually works out that such people are indeed children--and this seems to be working in John's case. 

So, right here at the Dillard Family Reunion a year ago, Margaret Payne asked me if I had seen a certain 

Kentucky record about Sarah Dillard, wife of Baxter Davis. I had not seen that, but now I have, and lo 

and behold, another daughter of John has appeared! 

The record in question is from Wayne Co. Kentucky, where for a time they officially recorded deaths the 

way we do now. It says, "Davis, Sarah, died 13 November 1858 of the Flux, age 80 years, a widow, born 

in North Carolina, resided and died in Wayne on the Cumberland River, daughter of John and Ruth 

Dillard." 
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That's about as firm an identification as you can ever have in genealogy. There is simply no possible 

doubt that John Dillard had a daughter Sarah. Note, by the way, that this is also the first and only 

mention in an official record of John's wife. We were pretty sure she was Ruth; this makes it official. 

Since then, we've been in touch with four descendants of Sarah Dillard Davis, and an exchange of data is 

taking place. Meanwhile, Lucile Johnson of Arkansas, whom some of you will remember from the 

Reunion a few years ago, has also been prowling through records and turning up additional data. In fact, 

Lucile, a champion among sleuths, had already wondered if there was some connection with Baxter 

Davis, because he appeared in so many Dillard documents up in Buncombe Co. 

So, what have we learned? Precious little. The principal problem is that in the late 1700's and early 

1800's, when Sarah lived, there are an incredible number of Baxter Davises around, not just in the 

Dillard areas, but all over the map. Apparently there was one family of Davises who latched on to the 

name Baxter way back when, and used it and used it and used it. 

From what we've sorted out of this mess, this is what is emerging, still mighty vague and foggy. There 

was a Baxter Davis Sr., who was up in Greasy Cove at the same time as the Dillards, the Loves, and the 

Gregorys. When they moved down to Flat Creek in Buncombe Co., he seems to have moved too, along 

with what appears to be no fewer than 
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eight sons, one of them Baxter Jr. 

Baxter Sr. seems to have moved out to Kentucky late in the 1790's, along with some of his sons. Baxter 

Jr. however apparently stayed in Buncombe, where he married Sarah Dillard by 1795 (possibly a bit 

earlier, but not much: he apparently was born c.1775, she in 1778). He had some land near the Dillards, 

but sold it around 1810, and apparently went off to Kentucky by 1815. 

Although the Davises seemed to have engaged in quite a bit of land speculation, Baxter seems to have 

ended up with only 50 acres, which would hardly qualify him as well-to-do. He apparently died between 

1821 and 1825--as far as the records are concerned, he just vanished. In 1825 we find that Sarah is 

paying the taxes on the 50 acres, and her husband never turns up again, as far as we can see. 

No estate record has been found for Baxter, and so we do not have a list of children yet. One child is 

firmly proven, a daughter, Ruth, born in 1796, who married Jesse Cannon Flynn. She also has an obituary 

that identifies her parents. 

A second daughter is probable: Margaret, who married Aaron Hardwick. "Sary" Davis signs a consent for 

her marriage, usual if the bride or groom was under age. "Sary" must be our Sarah -- and from the way 

she wrote the consent, she must not have had much education. 
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Some think there was another Baxter, a Robert, and so on, but to date, no other children have been 

proved. Unfortunately, that part of Kentucky is loaded with Davises--the results mostly of old Baxter Sr.'s 

begetting eight sons, all of whom presumably produced little Davises in enormous quantity (a number of 

them named Baxter, of course). 

It's intriguing, puzzling in fact, that in the Census of 1850, Sarah is not living with her own children, but 

with a niece of her husband, daughter of one of Baxter's brothers. 

So, that's where we are on Sarah Dillard Davis: more questions than answers. 

Here's one question we haven't figured out yet. It's a record from the North Carolina legislature: 

North Carolina Genealogical Society Journal, XIX (1993), 227. @ 227. Davis, Baxter and wife Lucretia. 

Petition of Baxter Davis of Buncombe County, North Carolina, and Lucretia Davis, his wife, of 

Washington County, Tennessee, 8 Nov. 1806, states that the said petitioners had amicably agreed to 

part from each other of their own free will and accord, no longer to be considered man and wife. 

Petitioners have not cohabited in anyway as man and wife for twelve years and pray an act to divorce 

them. (GASR Nov.- Dec. 1806, Box 2: folder "Petitions (Divorce, etc.)"). Committee of Divorces and 

Alimony to whom was referred the petition of ... Baxter Davis and 
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Lucretia his wife of Buncombe County...to be divorced report they do not deem it expedient to grant the 

prayer...of said petitioners and recommend rejection. Concurred in by House and Senate, 10 and 11 Dec. 

1806 (GASR, Nov.-Dec., Box 2: folder "HCL") 

Boy, divorce sure was hard to get back then! 

We suppose this must be Baxter Sr. If Baxter Jr. was born in 1771, a marriage that stopped in 1792 must 

have been short. But Baxter Sr. seems to be equipped with a wife in Kentucky, one his own age, and 

therefore we are not totally sure which Baxter is involved. 

So, is there any possibility this was indeed Baxter Jr.? Did he then commit bigamy when he married 

Sarah in 1795--and continued to live with her as man and wife after the divorce was refused? Who can 

tell? All I can say further is that if this was Baxter Jr., and if he was committing bigamy, no wonder he 

went off to Kentucky! 

Elizabeth Dillard Dryman 

There was a strong tradition that John Dillard had a daughter who married a Dryman. Ritchie called her 

Mary, which is obviously wrong, and I've seen accounts which called her Ruth, and had her married to 

James Dryman. 
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Recently, we've been digging into the Dryman family, which centers up the road from Rabun County not 

very far--Macon Co, North Carolina. The records on the family are not clear-- here we go again! 

We don't find any Mary Dryman; we also don't find any Ruth Dryman. There is a James, but if he had a 

wife, we can't find her, or if he's maybe a James who turns up down in South Carolina, his wife isn't 

Ruth. 

But one lady (with whom we haven't yet corresponded) wrote John T. Coleman a few years ago, stating 

firmly that she was descended from Elizabeth Dillard for sure, and that Elizabeth's husband was 

probably Henry Dryman. 

There are quite a few land records on Henry--actually Henry Jr., since his father is of the same name and 

is around the same area--and his wife is Elizabeth. And we do have a list of children this time, although I 

am not sure on what records it's based. 

So, it looks as though we've maybe found John Dillard's daughter who married a Dryman, and her name 

is Elizabeth. There probably are a whole bunch of new cousins up the road a ways in Macon County. 

Finale 

Two final points. When John Dillard died, James Dillard and Mary Rebecca Dillard 
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Dickerson testified that they were the only two surviving children. They were wrong, and they get 

wronger every time we find another child. In fact, of the eight children we now give to John, seven were 

living in 1842. Only Thomas was dead. 

To be sure, they were widely spread out: Sarah was in Kentucky, John Jr. in Tennessee or possibly 

another part of Georgia, William F. was in Missouri, Sophia was in Tennessee, and Elizabeth was just up 

the road in Macon Co. 

Why James and Mary Rebecca testified that way I don't know and won't guess. It may be connected 

with the unanswered question of why John Dillard's kids went away from their parents-- and also away 

from each other. 

My other parting shot is just this: Census records show that there may be one more daughter for John 

Dillard unaccounted for and undiscovered. We don't even have an inkling of who she would be. Maybe 

someone will tell me before the end of this reunion. Meanwhile, don't hold your breath! 
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Ina Dillard Russell 

By, Sally Russell 

Called Blandina after a Christian martyr of the Second Century, Ina Dillard was born February 18, 1868, 

in Ogelthorpe County, Georgia, the thirteenth and last child of America Frances Chaffin and Fielding 

Dillard. She was a petite, bright girl child who grew to be arguably the most influential woman in the 

history of the state of Georgia. 

Prosperous and hard-working farmers, her parents reared ten of their own children to adulthood and 

gave a home to at least eight orphans. Devout Christians, the Dillards believed everyone should be 

educated in order to read and study the Bible. Ina went to school locally, then to Palmer Institute in 

Oxford, GA., and Lucy Cobb Institute in Athens. She became a third grade teacher in Athens in 1889. 

To Ina Dillard, however, the example of her mother's career was the inspiration for her life. There was 

no greater calling than that of Christian wife and mother. On June 24, 1891, she married Richard Brevard 

Russell, a young lawyer from Athens who was Solicitor General of the Western Circuit, and her stellar 

career in the role of wife and mother began. 

Active in Georgia politics all his life, Richard Russell ran for governor twice, the U.S. 
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Congress and the U.S. Senate, and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Georgia. He was defeated in all 

these races except the last. He served as a Superior Court Judge and was chosen as one of three judges 

on Georgia's first Court of Appeals. He was elected Chief Justice of the Georgia Supreme Court in 1922, 

where he served from 1923 until his death in 1938. He often remarked how much the support of his Ina 

meant to him, and his letters from his campaign travels affectionately attest to the importance of the 

loving home which anchored him wherever he was. 

Daughters were born to Richard and Ina in 1893, 1894 and 1896. A son was born on November 2, 1897. 

He was named Richard Brevard Russell, Jr., and Richard Russell, Sr. felt satisfied with his family. When he 

suggested limiting the family, Ina said she would have all the children God intended her to have, which 

turned out to be fifteen, including one set of twin boys. Two children died in infancy, but Richard and Ina 

worked together to rear the others to be responsible human beings who would serve their own families 

and communities. 

The Russells moved to Winder from Athens in 1894 because Richard felt the Winder area was a growing 

one where he had a better chance to establish a name for himself than he had in the older area of 

Athens. In 1902, he chartered the City of Russell, and the family moved out to the little settlement about 

a mile and a half from Winder in the summer of 1903. 
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At Russell, Richard leased land to tenant farmers and started a hosiery mill and a bottling works. 

Because he was often away at court, the businesses did not prosper. Ina kept the books on the farming, 

selling guano, seed, and groceries on credit, with accounts settled at the end of the year when crops had 

been sold. In her ledgers she recorded garments she sewed: underwear, dresses, shirts, waists, and 

skirts for her children, for her cook and housekeeper, and for her two sisters who often came to help 

her. Although she did not enjoy sewing and felt that she was not good at it, her 1912 ledger shows she 

made more than 200 garments. 

Ina did washing, ironing, and cooking when servants were ill, or in order to save money for Richard. She 

cooked on a wood stove and did not have electricity until 1930, nor indoor plumbing until 1934. She 

much preferred working outside to housework and planted peanuts, cotton, tomatoes and potatoes to 

make money and to feed her family. Her flower garden was a great joy to her and to her family. When 

Bill Russell, one of her twin boys, was in the Navy during World War II, he wrote his mother that her 

flowers were more beautiful than all those he saw in Hawaii. 

Ina insisted her children have a good education. Richard hired teachers to come to Russell and live with 

the family, but Ina and her maiden sister Patience Dillard often had to step in to teach. At the age of 

thirteen or fourteen, each child was sent away to school, and Ina rose early or sat up late to write long, 

newsy letters to her absent children, instructing them on healthy living habits, the importance of 

studying while young, and proper behavior in all circumstances. 
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"Drink lemon water each morning before breakfast and be pretty Christmas!" she wrote to her girls. Or: 

"It's nice to be noticed, but it's nicer to have a perfectly good reputation." Or: "Don't use powder. Just 

wash with good soap regular & look sweet & happy & leave the rest to luck." 

"I want to ask you not to drink any kind of soft drinks--ever. Cut them out entirely & candy too. I want 

you to grow strong & be a man. You can't do it if you indulge in these things," she wrote to her boys. Or: 

"My boy, I'm depending on you to do the right thing Saturday [at the football game]. Surely your mother 

has helped you in fourteen years to know how to conduct yourself 'at home and abroad. Always have a 

good time, but be a gentleman." 

Ina's eldest son, Richard Brevard Russell, Jr., became one of Georgia's most famous citizens. He was 

governor of Georgia in 1931 when he was only 34 years old, and two years later he was elected to the 

United States Senate, the youngest Senator at the time, and he served for 37 years, becoming one of the 

most powerful men in Washington. He often said he was ten years old before he ever saw his mother 

sleep, and when he did see her asleep it frightened him terribly. He thought she must be sick. He gave 

his mother great credit for his success. There is no doubt that she inspired in him a remarkable work 

ethic and a high character. 
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Ina was proud of all her children, not because they were famous or powerful, but because they were 

useful and responsible human beings, as she had taught them to be. Four of her daughters became 

teachers, one a secretary, and one a lawyer, in addition to founding their own homes. Her sons made 

careers in politics, law, medicine, the military, business, teaching and the ministry; and they, too, 

founded homes. 

An example of the ideals which Ina Dillard Russell promoted in all her children comes from Ina Dillard 

Russell, Jr. Ina, Jr. was the first Russell in Washington, going there during World War I to work for the 

Bureau of War Risk Insurance, which later became the Veterans Administration. She studied law at 

George Washington University and was admitted to the Georgia Bar in 1930, but continued her work as 

a claims adjudicator for the VA. In her work, she helped many widows and orphans of veterans, as well 

as veterans. Sometimes when the government was slow in sending funds, she sent her own money to 

help tide over a difficult situation. 

The Library at Georgia College, formerly Georgia State College for Women, where five of her daughters 

went to school, is named for Ina Dillard Russell. In 1950, she was elected Georgia's Mother of the Year, 

and Winder put on a gala celebration for her: a parade from her home in Russell through downtown 

Winder to the football stadium where she received a citation from Governor Herman Talmadge. Twelve 

of her children came to celebrate with her. The thirteenth, Walter Brown Russell, was serving in the 

United States Army in Japan. Although Ina was nearly blind at this time and could no longer write letters, 

she insisted that her children write him a long letter describing the event. 

 

Begin page 22 of the: DILLARD ANNUAL, Vol. 4, Jan., 1997, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard. 

 

All of Ina's children married except her son the Senator. He was, nevertheless, very much a family man, 

and it was he who kept the family together after his mother's death. He sponsored family reunions each 

year and kept the home place open for all to enjoy. At their births, he sent U.S. Savings Bonds to each 

new niece and nephew and great-niece and great-nephew, rejoicing in a growing family as his mother 

had done. He helped with their education, too, when help was needed. 

Ina Dillard Russell's love was not just for her family. Her strength of character, her capacity for love and 

work, and her faith in humankind inspired not only her children, but many, many others who came to 

her home through the years. Thousands, with sincere respect and affection, called her Mother Russell. 

When she died on August 30, 1953, they came by the hundreds from all over the country to pay their 

respects and celebrate the life of a truly great soul. The day she was buried Georgia flags flew at half-

mast. 

My father was the fourteenth child of Richard and Ina. It was my good fortune to inherit the letters of 

Ina, Sr. to Ina, Jr. when my aunt died in 1991. When I had read only those letters I felt if others could be 

found Ina Dillard could tell her own remarkable story. Through digging in the family records and in the 
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Russell Library at the University of Georgia, I found over 200 letters. It has been a great privilege to 

assemble them and choose and edit ones for the story because in so doing I had the joy of living with my 

grandmother for three years. The results are an inspiring book to be published by the University of 

Georgia Press, a book which will make any one with Dillard blood in their veins proud. Publication date 

has not been set, but when it is, I will certainly let you know. 

Although the title could change, it is currently this: Roots and Ever Green The Letters of Ina Dillard 

Russell. I based this title on a verse from George Peele's Polyhymnia, written in 1590, which illustrates 

the life of Ina Dillard Russell. 

Beauty, strength, youth are flowers but fading seen; 

Duty, faith, love are roots, and ever green. 

 

Additional Articles 

Two additional articles have been included in this issue of the Dillard Annual for special reasons. Dorothy 

Dillard Hughes of Lubbock, Texas, who has missed the Dillard Reunion only twice since 1991 and has 

been a contributor without equal to Dillard genealogy, was the author of a paper which placed first in 

the 1996 Manuscript Awards Competition of the Texas State Genealogical Society. It was published in 

the September, 1996 issue of Stripes. The manuscript, "Updating Dillard Traditions" is published in this 

newsletter with her permission. 
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The other has been prepared at the editor's request by Lucile Robinson Johnson of Little Rock, Arkansas, 

who with her persistence for exhaustively examining the proof of every fact and then some, places her 

at the top of the cutting edge of genealogical talent, has discovered another early James Dillard in 

Culpeper County, Virginia heretofore unknown. Her find is summarized in "Oops, Another James 

Dillard". This find is a current topic in Dillard history in that it upsets traditional Dillard conclusions about 

Dillard lineage, and leaves more unanswered questions about those conclusions than existed before. 

 

UPDATING DILLARD FAMILY TRADITIONS 

By Dorothy Dillard Hughes 
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In addition to tracing their lineage and family history, genealogists of today have another important 

duty: to correct mistaken family traditions passed down by earlier generations. Now that genealogical 

training is widely available in workshops, seminars, and genealogical courses, family historians know 

that they must support what they write in their genealogies or family histories by citing records 

contemporary with an event. They know, too, that any undocumented family narrative, or one which 

cites only printed sources, cannot be accepted until it is verified by records, not simply by printed 

sources. That a number of published Dillard family traditions cannot be substantiated was first published 

by Carlton M. Dillard in Back to Old Virginia with Dillard, Daniel and Kin.1 He went to the source---the 

indexes of those who had studied at the four Inns of Court in London--to show that George Dillard, the 

first of the surname in America, contrary to legend, did not come to Virginia as a barrister of the King of 

England, since he was not listed in student indexes. Study and training at one of the Inns of Court was, 

and still is, a requirement for a barrister.2 "To Test Tradition: Ballad to George Dillard--Immigrant 1650" 

and its notes in the same book showed that other Dillard traditions are undocumented and unverifiable 

and consequently 

------------------------- 

1Carlton M. Dillard, Back to Old Virginia with Dillard, Daniel and Kin: Showing Relationship with Bruce, 

Cunningham, Ellington, Ewing, Slaton, Thomson, and Wright Families (Baltimore, MD: Gateway Press, Inc., (c) by 

compiler 1993), p. 3. Letter of 7 Apr. 1993 to Mr. Dillard from Mr. Anthony Camp, Director Society of Genealogists, 

London, stated that he had examined "the published registers of admission at Grays Inn 1521-1839, the Middle 

Temple 1501-1944 and Lincolns Inn 1420-1893 but regret to say that they make no mention of any person called 

Dillard or Dyllard." Letter to Mr. Dillard from Mr. I. G. Murray, Archivist of The Honourable Society of the Inner 

Temple, London, reported, "I have searched our records of admission and call to the Bar without success" in 

finding George Dillard listed. Copies of the two letters were graciously sent this writer by Mr. Dillard. 

2Elaine Saunders, "Tracing Your British Ancestors Through Their Trades and Occupations, Ancestry, Vol. X: No. 6 

(November 1992), pp. 8-12. 
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should not be accepted as part of the Dillard heritage. 3 Three questions omitted in the "Ballad" are the 

subject of this article. 

Did a Dillard and three others own "The Williamsburg Plantation"? 

The tradition that a Dillard was one of four individuals who received a Royal Grant of 25,000 acres, 

called "The Williamsburg Plantation," was first mentioned in "DILLARD--A partial history of the Dillard 

Family" by H. M. [Henry Moorman] Dillard, first published in the Montgomery Advertiser for 2 February 

1902. Its beginning is quoted below. 
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229. DILLARD--A partial history of the Dillard family--In a military enrollment for the militia at James 

town in 1660 the name of George Dillard, 26 years of age, from Wiltshire, England, first appears, in an 

apportionment of lands for the New Kent Land District, the same George Dillard is credited with 250 

acres of land for military services rendered against the Indians, dated 1665. A few years afterwards 

George Dillard obtains another grant of land, 139 acres in King and Queen County adjoining the former 

tract. In his will he gives 389 acres to a son, James Stephen Dillard of James City County, and two girls. In 

1694 James Stephen Dillard appears with the Carys, Wises and Pages with a Royal Grant for 25,000 acres 

of land which they located according to "Williamsburg Founders" in a body and called it "The 

Williamsburg Plantation." This James Stephen Dillard was born in Wiltshire England in 1658, and settled 

in the James City District (afterwards County), in 1694.4 

The "Ballad" corrected the first part of the undocumented clipping by showing that George Dillard's first 

American record was 22 May 1650 in Virginia, rather than 1660; that no Dillard birth record in Wiltshire 

could be found; that seventeenth and early eighteenth century Dillard records are in New Kent and King 

and Queen County, not in James City County; and that George received his land--250 acres in 1665, 

adjoining that on which he lived, for paying transportation costs of five persons, and 139 acres in 1694 

by importing three persons---not for militia service. Every free male between 16 and 60 was subject to 

militia duty, but land was not awarded for that service until the French and Indian War (1754-1763); and 

George entered Virginia during a peaceful interlude in the long struggle against Indians. Typical of 

legends, sometimes this one became garbled, so that George Dillard, instead of James Stephen, was said 

to be the owner of "The Williamsburg Plantation." 

------------------------- 

3Dorothy Dillard Hughes, " To Test Tradition: Ballad to George Dillard--Immigrant 1650," in Carlton M. Dillard, Back 

to Old Virginia, pp. 135-153. 

4Henry Moorman Dillard, "DILLARD--A partial history of the Dillard family," clipping of almost 2 columns from the 

Montgomery [AL] Advertiser, 2 Feb. 1902, no page, which the writer had copied at the Alabama Department of 

Archives and History in Montgomery 23 Feb. 1976. 

 

Begin page 25 of the: DILLARD ANNUAL, Vol. 4, Jan., 1997, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard. 

 

Credit for discovering the answer to the question about ownership of "The Williamsburg Plantation" 

goes to Henry Moorman Dillard's grandson, Terry Moorman Dillard (1890-1970); and credit for printing 

it, to Katherine Reynolds, of Houston, Texas, now deceased. In two typewritten volumes, The Dillard 

Family (1975, 576 pages), she included all Dillard information and letters anyone had sent her and the 

research she and her sister Bess had done. Though this article and the "Ballad" deal with errors made by 

previous researchers, we should realize the difficulty under which they carried on their investigations. 

Each of the three--Henry Moorman Dillard, Terry Moorman Dillard, and Katherine Reynolds--deserves 

the thanks of present Dillard researchers for their positive contributions to our subject of interest--the 
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genealogy of the Dillard family in America. Henry Moorman Dillard (1834-1912) influenced numerous 

people to learn more of their ancestors and preserved knowledge of his own family, an activity which 

Terry Moorman Dillard carried on and expanded. Miss Reynolds' book should be used with care to 

distinguish fact from opinion, but it contains things like the following letter that we would be unable to 

find without it. Terry Moorman Dillard was the first to write about the Dillards in the 1704 Quit Rent 

Rolls mentioned later. In doing so he found that there were other Dillards in the second generation 

besides James, the ancestor claimed by most Dillards who wrote of ancestors before his time. His 

letters, research, and trial genealogies make up almost half the book. 

COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG 

Restored by John D. Rockefeller, Jr 

Williamsburg, Virginia July 30 1956 

Mr. Terry M. Dillard 

201 Richard St. 

Corpus Christi, Texas. 

Your letters July 12 and 23rd inst.: (part of letter) Briefly, the land known as Middle Plantation was not a 

plantation on the present sense of the word but a group of small plantation [sic] in the area between 

Archers Hope Creek running into the James River and Queens Creek, running into the York River which 

in 1633 was ordered palisaded as a protection against the Indians. In 1699 after the statehouse at 

Jamestown was burned in 1698, the General Assembly passed an act to build a new Capitol and [at] the 

City of Williamsburg at Middle Plantation, and the town was laid out in 1693-1698, and Burton [Bruton] 

Parish Church was also there. You will find an account of the settlements of Middle Plantation, which 

was part of [in] York and part in James City County, in Lyin C. [Lyon G.] Tyler, Williamsburg and the Old 

Colonial Capitol (Richmond: 1907) and in Rutherford Goodwin, A Brief and True Account of Williamsburg 

in Virginia, third edition, Williamsburg: 1940. We know the names of some of the early settlers who 

obtained grants in the Archer Hope area, but do 
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not find a Dillard among them. As I wrote Mrs. Sidney Richards, we have not been able to locate any 

early land grants to the Dillards for land in James City County in the Virginia Land Patents; unfor- 

tunately the records in New Kent and James City Co., Va records have been destroyed. No deeds or wills 

prior to 1865 exist in [the] clerk's office and [it would] be practically impossible to trace a title. 

Signed by Mrs. Mary R.M. Goodwin, 

Research department 5 
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Therefore no Dillard was the recipient of "The Williamsburg Plantation." James Stephen Dillard is not 

found in any early Virginia record. In fact, no James Dillard is in a Virginia record until 1758, exactly a 

hundred years after James Stephen Dillard's supposed birth date. This leads to the second question. 

James Stephen Dillard: Was he a Dillard myth or a real person? 

Numbers of people trace their Dillard lineage to a man living about Revolutionary War times. The 

frustration begins in the Virginia records when these researchers look for the father of a particular 

James, John, George, Thomas, Nicholas, Edward, or another Dillard of that era. Several books published 

between 1925 and 1960 include brief sketches of Dillard ancestry, all of which name James Stephen 

Dillard as second (or first) of the Dillard surname in Virginia. 6 Yet there is no Virginia record of an early 

James Stephen Dillard, and no living person can testify of his own knowledge that James Stephen Dillard 

existed. So the logical question, then, is: Was James Stephen Dillard, of Virginia, a myth--a made-up 

name--or did he really exist? The puzzle can be solved, but not easily. 

The usual order of research is to look first in printed material and then try to verify it by actual records. 

Printed Dillard sketches in available books begin with Judith Parks America Hill's A History of Henry 

County, Virginia . . ., first published in 1925. 7 Actually 

------------------------- 

5Katherine Reynolds, The Dillard Family, Vol. 1 (Houston, TX: Bound Typescript, 1975), p. 22. Miss Reynolds told the 

writer that three copies had been made: one for DAR Library, one for Clayton Library in Houston, and one for 

herself. The writer had the 576 pages copied on visits to the DAR Library during the next several years (limit of 40-

50 pages copied per day). Since then the 2 volumes have been microfilmed by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

Day Saints (LDS or Mormons). 

6Hughes, "Ballad to George Dillard," in Carlton M. Dillard, Back to Old Virginia, Note 29, pp. 148-150, and "Dillard in 

Print: Fact or Fallacy?" Stirpes, Vol. 33, No. 4 (Dec., 1993), Note 29, p. 26. Note 29 lists books and articles naming 

George, James Stephen, and James or James Dillard, Jr., as the first three Dillard generations in Virginia. 

7Judith Parks America Hill, A History of Henry County, Virginia with Biographical Sketches of Its Most Prominent 

Citizens and Genealogical Histories of Half a Hundred of Its Oldest Families (Martinsville, VA: 
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there was an earlier publication. On 23 February 1976 in the vertical file at the Alabama Department of 

Archives and History in Montgomery, this writer found "DILLARD--A partial history of the Dillard family" 

by H. M. [Henry Moorman] Dillard. It is almost two columns of fine print from the Montgomery 

Advertiser for 2 February 1902.8 The first part was quoted previously. This undocumented article seems 

to be the real source of most printed versions of Dillard ancestry, including the Hill History. The 

explanation for its wide and uncritical use is that Henry Moorman Dillard carried on a voluminous 
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correspondence, and letter writing was the chief method of discovering ancestors before large 

genealogical collections became widely available during the last half of this century. 

In more than sixty photostatic copies of printed Dillard sketches or pedigrees in the writer's possession, 

those which purport to trace a Dillard line back to the 1600's have the same first three generations, 

none documented, but often in the same words as the 1902 clipping: George Dillard, his son James 

Stephen Dillard (born in 1658), his son James (or James Stephen, Jr.). Credit is occasionally given to 

Hill's Henry County, which is itself undocumented and therefore not an adequate source. 

Several records of George Dillard appear in Nugent's Cavaliers and Pioneers, from the first one when he 

was a headright of Capt. Moore Fantleroy on 22 May 1650, through his acquisition of land in New Kent 

County, which fell into King and Queen County, where he acquired more land in 1694 after it was 

created in 1691.9 We learn that he had a wife when the two sold 76 acres of New Kent County land in 

1679. 10 The 1704 Quit Rent Rolls, printed in several books, are a virtual census of Virginia landowners. 

Every landowner had to pay the Crown an annual quit rent of one shilling per fifty acres. Queen Anne 

was the reigning monarch in 1704. Names included were Nicho. and Edwd. Dilliard and Thomas and 

Geo. Dillard in King and Queen County and William Dolerd in New Kent County.11 

------------------------- 

Bulletin Printing and Publishing Co., Inc., 1925), pp. 67-70, 152-156. 

8H. M. Dillard, "229. DILLARD. A partial history of the Dillard family," Montgomery [AL] Advertiser, 2 February 1902, 

n.p., copy in possession of writer. 

9Nell Marion Nugent, Cavaliers and Pioneers: Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents and Grants, 1623-1666, with 

Introduction by Robert Armistead Stewart (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1963 [hereinafter, GPCo,], 

originally published Richmond, VA: 1934), pp. 194-195, in Patent Book 2, p. 231. Hereinafter , Nugent, C&P; 1:194, 

PB 2: 231; and a later volume by Nugent--Cavaliers and Pioneers. . . , 1666-1695, Vol. 2, (Richmond: Virginia State 

Library, 1977): Nugent, C&P; 2: 240, PB 7: 173; 2: 259, PB 3: 99; 2; 341-342, PB 8:37, 42; and 2: 386, PB 8, 320. 

10Microfilm Reel 7, Virginia State Land Office Patents No. 7, 1679-1689, p. 173, read in Virginia State Library, 

Archives Division (now called "Research and Information Services Division, The Library of Virginia, Richmond, 

Virginia"); also in Nugent, C&P; 2:240, P.B. 7:173. 

11"Virginia Quit Rent Rolls, 1704," Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, William G. Stanard, editor, Vol. 29 

(1921), p. 342; Vol. 31 (1923), p. 218; Vol. 32 (1924), p. 147; Thomas J. Wertenbaker, The Planters of 
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(Isle of Wight County records show that Henry Dullard was Henry Bullard, not a Dillard or a Dullard.12) 

Dillard/Dolerd names were found only in adjoining counties of King and Queen and New Kent. 
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This is important, because it is further evidence that all Dillards descend from George Dillard, the first of 

the surname in America. Yet none of the Dillard landowners except George are in genealogies published 

before 1960. When a researcher attempts to verify the existence of James Stephen Dillard and his son 

James--since printed statements are not necessarily true--the trouble begins. No James Stephen Dillard 

is in any early Virginia record in any county. No James Dillard appears in any official record until 1758--a 

hundred years after James Stephen's supposed birth--when a James Dillard patented 269 acres, part in 

New Kent and part in James City County, Virginia; hence the frustration of Dillard researchers.13 

No colonial county records exist for New Kent or King and Queen County because they were burned 

during the Civil War and in earlier fires.14 Consequently the few extant 

------------------------- 

Colonial Virginia (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1922), pp. 26, 177, 297; Elizabeth Lawrence 

Dow, Virginia Rent Rolls 1704 (New York: National Edition and Library Bindery, (c) 1979), pp. 71, 96; 

Annie Laurie Wright Smith, The Quit Rent Rolls of Virginia, 1704 (Baltimore: GPCo.), pp. 26-28. These list 

Nicho. and Edwd. (Nicholas and Edward) Dilliard with 150 acres each, Thomas, 175, and Geo. (George) 

Dillard, 325 acres, and William Dolerd with 50 acres in New Kent County. Thomas Dullard was said to 

have 100 acres in Isle of Wight Co., but he was proved to be Thomas Bullard. See next note. 

12Blanche Adams Chapman, Wills and Administrations of Isle of Wight County, Virginia 1647-1800, (Smithfield, VA: 

Compiler, 1938), Book I, p. 78; Book II, pp. 135-136. On 26 April 1715 Henry Bullard was one of three witnesses to 

Thomas Bullard's will, and on 26 April 1746 Henry Bullard witnessed Thomas Dixon's will. No Dillard or Dullard was 

found in Isle of Wight records. The 1704 Quit Rent Rolls were colony records, not county records, and are 

preserved in the Public Record Office in London. The handwriting could have faded in the two hundred plus years 

that elapsed between 1704, when the record was made, and the transcription of the record during this century, or 

the surname initial record could have been misread, a common occurrence. 

13Virginia Land Records from the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, William and Mary, Quarterly and 

Tyler's Quarterly (Baltimore: GPCo, Inc., 1982), p. 260; also Virginia Patent Book 33, p. 530; and Rev. Lindsay O. 

Duvall, Virginia Colonial Abstracts, Series 2, Volume 4, James City County (Washington, D.C., 1957). Patent "Book 

No. 33 . .. . . 530." Original publication in "Patents Issued During the Regal Government," William and Mary College 

Quarterly, Vol. XII, No. 3 (1903), p. 190: "Book No. 33, 530. James Dillard. Dec 15 1758. 269 acres. In the counties 

of James City and New Kent Counties. Beginning at the Intersection where one of the disputed lines falls in with 

Isaac Goddins line." William Waller Hening, The Statutes at Large, Vol. VIII (New York: Printed for the Editor, by R. 

& W. & G. Bartow, 1823. Facsimile reprint Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia), pp. 208-209: Part of James 

City County was given to New Kent County and part of New Kent County was given to James City County in 

November 1766, 7th George III. What that did to James Dillard's land cannot be known. 

14All New Kent County records were destroyed "when John Price Posey burned the courthouse in 1787 and records 

from that date were burned in 1865" in the Richmond fire of 1865, when the public warehouses 
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Church of England records are vital. Parish registers and vestry books are really official records, since 

vestries of the various parishes had certain civil duties. From 1735 the same names--George, Thomas, 

and Nicholas Dillard--appear in King and Queen County.15 Edward is in adjoining Middlesex County 

records from 1733 to 1757.16 There is no James Stephen Dillard. There is no James Dillard. 

So is James Stephen Dillard a myth? The successful researcher must go beyond the obvious. He needs to 

know how colonial records differ from those of the present. Spelling was not standardized, and the 

handwriting of the 1600's and 1700's was different from today's. Names were written as they sounded 

to the record keeper, since the man giving his name was probably illiterate. St. Peter's Parish Register, 

New Kent County, lists three families. William Dollard with wife Margaret had sons William in 1704 (who 

became the father of Thomas in 1736) and Francis in 1709,17 the year William, the father, died; 18 and 

James Dollard, with no wife named, had Elizabeth in 170_ and James in 17__ [page torn]. A generation 

later John and Susannah Dollard had James (1736), Edward (1739), Lucy (1754), and Susann (1757).19 

------------------------- 

burned. Many counties had stored records there for safekeeping. Robert Young Clay, Virginia Genealogical 

Resources (Detroit, MI: The Detroit Society for Genealogical Research, Inc., 1980), pp. 16-17, and lectures in 

Washington, D.C. at National Institute on Genealogical Research, 1975, 1976; King and Queen County records 

"were burned in 1833, and in 1864, the Federal Army under general Kilpatrick burned the courthouse and many of 

the private homes in the area, in retaliation for the death of Col. Ullric Dalgren. . . . There were no colonial records 

left." Dr. Malcolm Harris, Old New Kent County: Some Account of the Planters, Plantations, and Places in New Kent 

County; Some Account of the Planters, Plantations, and Places in King and Queen County; Some Account of the 

Planters, Plantations, and Places in Old New Kent County, Vol. 1 (West Point, VA: compiler, (c) 1977), p. 512. 

15Chamberlayne, C. G., ed. The Vestry Book of Stratton Major Parish King and Queen County, Virginia 1729-

1783 (Richmond, VA: Division of Purchase and Printing, 1931), pp. 42-47, 22, 26, 34, 49, 59, 68, 76, 86, 102, 109, 

124, 136, 143, 145, 153, 154, 158, 160, 161, 163, 167, 168, 172, 174, 187, 205, 207, 209, 210, 212, 214, 216, 217, 

219, and 221-230. 

16The National Society of Colonial Dames of America in the State of Virginia, The Parish Register of Christ Church, 

Middlesex County, Va. from 1653 to 1812 (Baltimore: GPCo., 1964), pp. 76, 139-140, 143, 149, 150, 156, 160, (not 

196), and 280. Hereinafter NSCDA VA. Also Chamberlayne, The Vestry Book of Christ Church Parish Middlesex 

County, Virginia 1663- 1767 (Richmond: Old Dominion Press, 1927), pp. 168 [not listed in index], 170, 239, 250, 

259, 268, 281, 323, and 327. 

17NSCDA VA, St. Peter's Parish Register, pp. 7, 8. William bap. 19 Mar. 1703/4; Francis bap. 13 Mar. 1709/09. They 

were recorded as sons of William Dollard and his wife Margaret. Thomas, son of William and Sarah Dollard, was b. 

in New Kent Co., 27 May, bap. 1 July 1736, p. 121. 

18NSCDA VA, The Vestry Book of St. Peter's, New Kent County, VA. from 1682-1758 (Richmond: 1905), p. 45: "Wm. 

Dollard departed this life october ye 24th 1709." 

19NSCDA VA, St. Peter's Parish Register, pp. 127, 140, 152, 153. James was born 27 Mar., baptized 15 May 1736, p. 

127; Edward, b. 18 May, bap. 8 July 1739, p. 140; Lucy b. 5 Apr 1754, p. 152; Susann b. 12 Aug., bap. 
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The very next year (1758), James Dillard appeared in a Virginia land record, patenting 269 acres part in 

James City County and part in New Kent County. [See Note 13.] On 9 and 17 August 1782, 

Thomas Dillard and George Dillard--not Dollard-- were exempt from New Kent Militia Class 6; and 

Edward Dillard--not Dollard--was assigned to Class 5 to serve in the Army of the United States from New 

Kent County. 20 These three men named Dillard were later in tax records in New Kent County. The 

Dollard name thus disappeared from New Kent County records after the baptism of Susann Dollard in 

1757; and the Dillard name appeared consistently after that, beginning the next year, 1758. The key to 

the mystery is in changed handwriting. In the 1600's and 1700's the letter e was often written like 

an o with a loop at the top. 21 Thus, William, James, and John Dollard were meant to have the surname 

Dellard. Often short e is pronounced like short i, especially in the South, and Dillard is often pronounced 

in such ways that it could be spelled with any first vowel. 

On 6 September 1978 at the Virginia State Library, to make sure of the appearance of the letter 

transcribed as an o, the writer had the photostats of the parish register and the vestry book brought 

from the stacks. One should go to the original when possible. Printed versions often have copying errors. 

It was disappointing to see that the o was definitely an o. But David Mossom, rector from 1727 past 

1758, the last date in the book (died 1767), testified that Hen Collings, rector from 1723-1725, "had the 

books recopied." Therefore no originals of the books exists. However, in the part that had not been 

recopied, the e in Charles and in other words was written like o with a loop at the top. Each e in ordered 

had a loop at the top, and o had a horizontal line straight out from the top. That indicates that the name 

Dollard in the two books was first written as Dellard, an alternate form of Dillard, which was later 

miscopied--a frequent type of error. 22 The recopied birth entries of St. 

------------------------- 

23 Oct 1757, p. 153, all in St. Peter's Parish, New Kent Co., VA. 

20"New Kent Military Classes in 1782," Tyler's Quarterly, Vol. 10, pp. 178-179. 

21Kent P. Bailey and Ransom B. True, A Guide to Seventeenth-Century Virginia Court Handwriting (Richmond: The 

Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities, 1980); E. Kay Kirkham, The Handwriting of American 

Records for a Period of 300 Years (Logan, UT: The Everton Publishers, Inc., 1973); Harriet Stryker-Rodda, 

C.G., Understanding Colonial Handwriting (Baltimore: GPCo., 1986, originally New Jersey History (Spring, Summer 

1980), and "Letter Forms Found in American Handwriting 1640-1790," (Washington, D.C.: Handout and Lecture at 

National Institute on Genealogical Research, 1975, 1976). 

22St. Peter's Parish, New Kent County, Virginia, Vestry Book 1685-1758, Part I (Virginia State Library, Archives 

Division No. 19729), now Library of Virginia (LVA). In this the e written like an o with a loop at the top is 

consistently used. Saint Peter's Parish New Kent County Virginia Parish Register 1733-1778, Part II (VSLAD No. 

19740): In this, the seemingly recopied part, the o of Dollard appears with a horizontal line straight out from the 
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top, not a loop at the top as in the seemingly older first part. On 8 and 9 Sep. 1992 this author spent a day and a 

half in LVA rechecking these volumes page by page. The conclusions were the same as in 1978. 
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Peter's Parish Register are alphabetized by surname, further evidence of a second edition. 

When people tell what they remember about ancestors, they often relate the events with the names of 

those who participated but forget the dates. There is a tendency to compress generations. Usually these 

are honest mistakes that anyone might make. For example, the writer's mother said her grandfather's 

grandfather came from England. In subsequent research the writer proved that it was not the ancestor 

of the fifth generation--her mother's second great grandfather-- but the one of the eighth--her mother's 

sixth great grandfather--who was the American settler of 1663. The strong tradition of a James, son of 

George Dillard, with son James seems a believable memory of the kind legitimately passed down in 

families, especially since the Dollard/Dellard men- -James and John Dollard, each with a proved son 

James---existed and are in official records. 

But James Stephen Dillard? In "The Dillards of Amherst County, Virginia," Howard Vallance Jones, Ph.D., 

wrote, "To date, not onepiece of hard documentary evidence has surfaced to prove even the existence 

of James Stephen Dillard."23 Earlier, Terry Moorman Dillard said that Mrs. Augusta B. Fothergill, a 

professional genealogist, eighty-three in 1958 and an early authority on Virginia records, had researched 

in Richmond and in the various counties where Dillards had lived. She had been employed "by William 

Dillard and wife Mary to develop James Stephen [Dillard] but was never able to find anything on him and 

says no one then had a double name." She was on the 389 acres of the first George Dillard, where 

Dillards still lived, but they "knew or would put out no information." Mrs. Fothergill also said she 

doubted if James Stephen Dillard existed and that Mrs. William Dillard had "misunderstood" what Mrs. 

Fothergill had told her, that Dillards did not live in James City County.24 

Anyone can verify the fact that double first names are not found in Virginia records until about 

Revolutionary War times. Not even the governor, Sir William Berkeley, or the greatest landowners used 

double given names. Hence chronology, the time when an event is likely to occur, is something else a 

genealogist needs to consider. 

------------------------- 

23Howard Vallance Jones, "The Dillards of Amherst County, Virginia," Dillard J-1, September 5, 1991, p. 1. 

24Reynolds, The Dillard Family, pp. 83, 178; also pp. 59, 375, 376. About Mrs. Fothergill, the word "authority" is not 

used heedlessly. She compiled Wills of Westmoreland County, Virginia 1654-1800 (1925), Marriage Records of 

Brunswick County, Virginia and, with John Mark Naugle, Virginia Tax Payers 1782-1787 (1940), the book which 

added about half the Virginia counties omitted from the 1790 census published by the Census Bureau. In his Vol. 

19 of 34 volumes of Virginia Colonial Abstracts (about 1943), Beverley Fleet wrote of her, "Mrs. Augusta B. 
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Fothergill, 1011 Grace St., Richmond, Va. This lady is actually the Dean of Virginia genealogists. We all agree that 

we are never with her but that she gives the solution of some difficult problem. Her library and files are remarkably 

complete." 
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This, then, seems to be the answer. It was found earlier in the twentieth century by a skilled Virginia 

researcher and by others later and has been verified by this writer. There was no seventeenth century 

James Stephen Dillard, but there was a James Dillard of record, who very well could have been George 

Dillard's son. What is the explanation? He was the James Dollard/Dellard, with no wife named, whose 

daughter Elizabeth (in 17__, on the same page as the 1703/04 baptismal records) and son James (in 

17__ [page torn], on the same page as 1709 baptismal records) were baptized in St. Peter's Church, New 

Kent County. The son, James Dollard/Dellard, probably was the ancestor of later Dillards, since the 

Dollard name does not appear in eighteenth century New Kent County records after Susann was 

baptized in 1757.25 This James, however, was not the progenitor of all later Dillards, as a number of 

printed genealogies imply. Dillards with other given names also had children. Thus a knowledge of the 

handwriting of the period seems to have solved one puzzle of the second and later generations of 

Dillards. 

Often a man of one time is confused with a man of another time who has the same name and lives in 

the same place. Could that have happened here? That, then, leads to the third question. 

Was James Stephen Dillard confused with a later Dillard? 

Could James Stephen Dillard have been a later Dillard rather than the son of George Dillard, the 

founder? One of the most frequent errors in genealogy is confusing two persons who had the same 

name. The next is from "The Genealogy of the First Four Generations of Dillard in America."26 James, son 

of John Dollard, was born in 1736 and was probably the James Dillard, who was the first James Dillard, 

spelled with an i, in a Virginia record, and was the one cited previously who patented 269 acres, part in 

New Kent and part in James City County in 1758. (The first number of James Dillard below is his 

Modified Register System number; the number after his name is the number given by Personal Ancestral 

File and indicates the order in which an individual is entered into the computer program.) 

84. James Dillard 4- 682, (John 3, James 2, George1) baptized 15 May 1736 in New Kent County, was 

probably the one who patented 269 acres of land, part in New Kent County and part in James City 

County in 1758. If so, he had advertisements in the Virginia Gazette on 12 September 1766 and 

Thursday 20 October 1774. He had a son, James, Jr., whose death was announced in the Virginia 

Gazette for 31 May 1776: "About 2 o'clock in the morning mr. James Dillard, jun. an amiable youth, was 

snatched off in the flower of his age, to the great grief of his friends. In the midst of life we are in death! 

Of whom may we 
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25NSCDA VA, St. Peter's Parish Register, pp. 7, 8, 153. 

26Hughes, "Genealogy of the First Four Generations of Dillard in America" (Lubbock, TX: unpublished manuscript, 

1995), p. 20. 
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seek for succour, but of thee, O Lord!" 27 [This James Dillard, Jr., is probably the one buried three miles 

from Williamsburg and called James Stephen Dillard on the tombstone erected to him some time during 

the present century.28 This illustrates a common genealogical error, that of confusing a person who lived 

at one time with one who lived in another. It is obvious that a James Dillard who died in 1776 "in the 

flower of his age" could not have been a son of George Dillard, first of record 22 May 1650. It is possible, 

however, that a James Dillard of 1776 could have had a second given name, since men with two given 

names first appear in Virginia records about the time of the American Revolution. 

So did a later Dillard researcher confuse James Stephen Dillard with a young James Dillard who died 

more than 125 years after George's first appearance in a Virginia record in 1650 and less than two 

months before the Declaration of Independence was signed in 1776? The question, of course, cannot be 

answered. This paper, however, has presented evidence that no Dillard was part owner of "The 

Williamsburg Plantation" and that, since no record of an early James Stephen Dillard has been found in 

records, and records of men named James Dellard (recopied as Dollard) do exist, one of those men of 

record was likely the James Dillard of Henry Moorman Dillard's article and later Dillard families. Records 

of later James Dillards have also been discovered. Correct reading of the early handwriting and 

consideration of a spelling variation of the Dillard surname have solved the puzzle. 

A wealth of information about the present and the recent past can be gleaned by exchanging letters 

with adult relatives. Their personal knowledge of themselves, their children, their parents, and usually 

their grandparents preserves this data and is a real gift to the future. For earlier generations, however, 

what can be learned from this or a similar study is important to genealogists. It boils down to 

documentation. This writer even uses a bit of doggerel as a reminder to document, document, 

document: 

I quote you and you quote me 

Is not enough proof for a pedigree! 

If something is not documented, it cannot be accepted. If it is documented only by citing printed 

material, it should be either omitted or verified by actual records. Also, if the author seems to cite actual 

records, before the material is passed on, the records should be spot-checked to see if the author is 

honest. Only by research in contemporary records, their correct interpretation, and careful 
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documentation can one avoid the pitfalls of passing on unverifiable information. Aside from this, 

searching for the pertinent records is the great 

------------------------- 

27The Virginia Gazette of Williamsburg 1736-1780, Issued on Microfilm by The Institute of Early American History 

and Culture from Originals and Photostats loaned by Other Institutions (Williamsburg, VA: Photographed by 

Recordak Microfilming Service, Recordak Corporation, Subsidiary of Eastman Kodak Company, 1950), Issues of 12 

September 1766; Thursday 20 October 20, 1774; and 31 May 1776. 

28Terry Moorman Dillard, "The Dillard Family," 1957, in Reynolds, The Dillard Family, p. 4, mentions the burial. 

Marjorie Holland, in a telephone call about 1983, told the writer about the tombstone. 
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challenge of genealogy, and discovering a long-sought record is a joy rarely surpassed. Discovering one's 

true heritage, whatever the social level of one's ancestors, is the achievement and reward of genealogy. 

This study, however, should not be interpreted as a plea to omit the delightful family stories about Great 

Grandma's homesteading experiences; or how, when Grandpa forgot how to stop his first Model T, he 

pulled back on the steering wheel and shouted, "Whoa! Whoa!"; or how grieved Great, Great, Great 

Grandma was when her stoneware churn was smashed during an Indian attack. It had been her status 

symbol--the only churn in the fort a husband hadn't whittled and made of narrow wooden strips he had 

carefully fitted together. Family histories need these tales to spice up the documented begats, and 

interest in genealogies would be improved by their inclusion. 

So let's bury the tradition of James Stephen Dillard with his fabulous estate in the grave so conveniently 

prepared for him, complete with a tombstone to remind us never to pass on accounts of remote 

ancestors unless they are verified by records or a preponderance of the evidence recorded in their own 

time. 

 

"OOPS" ANOTHER JAMES DILLARD 

By, Lucile R. Johnson 

The gathering of records pertaining to all Dillard families has been a delightful obsession of mine for 

forty or more years. Every now and then I find a record, unknown previously by researchers, that makes 

me say "Oops!" This year I cried "Oops" several times. 
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Over in Laurens County, South Carolina, resided a Capt. James Dillard whose Revolutionary War pension 

application clearly states that he was born in 1755 or 1756 in Culpeper County Virginia, and that he 

joined the South Carolina State Troops in September 1775 at Ninety-Six (District). How, when and why 

he arrived in South Carolina is still a mystery. The names of his parents are not given. (In an 1873 letter, 

his daughter wrote he moved there when he was "about" 17 years of age. This places him there about 

1773). 

Up in Culpeper County, Virginia there is a 1790 will of George Dillard in which he names his sons James 

and Samuel, among others. Samuel migrated to Laurens County, South Carolina after the Revolutionary 

War in the mid 1780's. Various records have definitely proven the Samuel in Laurens County was a son 

of George, so, researchers speculated Samuel and Capt. James were brothers. No record had been 

found to prove or 
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disprove the speculation (which is probably over 100 years old) for no other James, of the right age, 

appeared in the Culpeper County records. That is, until this past year when I found an "Oops!" 

There definitely was a James Dillard in Culpeper County in 1781 whose record appears in the Culpeper 

County Public Claims book compiled by Abercrombie. As more records are compiled and published, 

more light is shed on old questions. This was "Oops" number one. 

"Oops" number two occurred when I found Charles and Elizabeth (Dillard) Hutchins had immigrated to 

Laurens County, South Carolina. She was the daughter of Thomas Dillard, Jr. in whose household Lt. John 

Dillard of Rabun County, Georgia, was raised. Charles Hutchins was the brother of Samuel Dillard's wife. 

Capt. James Dillard was a witness to the Laurens County Deeds of Charles Hutchins (who finally settled 

in White County, Tennessee). 

When Dr. Andrew Jackson Ritchie, a noted educator and a descendant of Lt. John Dillard, of Dillard, 

Georgia, wrote the book Sketches Of Rabun County (GA.) History, he went to great lengths in discussing 

Capt. James Dillard of Laurens County, South Carolina. Much of Ritchie's "speculation" concerning Capt. 

James has been proven to be in error, but the very fact that Ritchie went to such lengths to include Capt. 

James in a book written about Rabun County leads me to believe Ritchie knew there was a kinship 

between Capt. James and Lt. John Dillard. In fact, on page 26 of the book, Ritchie wrote, "How the two 

men were related to each other is not clear." Finding Charles and Elizabeth (Dillard) Hutchins in Laurens 

County, South Carolina, proves the Lt. John Dillard family was quite aware of Capt. James, especially 

since he witnessed the Hutchins' deeds. 

Are you confused enough? No? Well read this! 
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As you know, Lt. John Dillard of Rabun County, Georgia, was also born 1755 in Culpeper County, Virginia. 

He is ancestor of all the Rabun County Dillards, as well as many others, including me. One of the Rabun 

County descendants is John Marshall Dillard of Greenville, South Carolina, yes, the editor of this Dillard 

Annual. This year, I sent him a copy of Capt. James Dillard's Revolutionary War pension application. I was 

stunned when, much to my dismay, he wrote me back that one of the men named in the application as a 

character reference by Capt. James Dillard, was Golding Tinsley who just so happened to be the husband 

of a daughter of one of John M. Dillard's ancestors, Anthony Foster. Doesn't that beat all? 

I know only four facts pertaining to Capt. James Dillard's background. (1) He was born 1755 or 1756, (2) 

in Culpeper County, Virginia. (3) He had a brother named William who was killed at the Battle of Eutaw 

Springs, South Carolina, in 1781, and whose heirs are noticeably absent in George Dillard's Will. (4) In 

1775 his place of residence was Ninety-Six District, South Carolina. 
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If any of you reading this find any record concerning these people, please send it to me. I'm ready for 

another "Oops!" 

 

Statement of Publication 

Dillard Annual 

The Dillard Annual is published once each year by the Dillard Family Association of Rabun County, 

Georgia as a newsletter and to preserve Dillard history and genealogy. In that it is non-profit, no part of 

this publication can be republished for profit without the express written permission of the writer of 

each article, each of which reserves all rights whatsoever. Any use of the materials herein should 

acknowledge the source and give credit to the writer of each article. 
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THE DILLARD FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name(s)______________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone (______)____________________ 

Enclosed please find my check or money order for $8.00 for 1997 membership (make checks payable to 

Dillard Family Association) 

_____I expect to attend the 1997 Reunion. I will be accompanied by:___________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____I cannot attend the 1997 Reunion, but want to retain my membership. 

What would you like to see on the Reunion program?____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you know any stories about the Dillards you could tell at the 

Reunion?_____________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any Dillard or related kin photographs, objects of art or documents you would like to show 

us and tell us about at a reunion? If so, what? 

_____________________________________________________________________________` 

______I would like to participate as a speaker in the Dillard History Sessions. 

______I would like to research and prepare a manuscript for the Dillard Annual. 

Anything else you can tell us that would help to make your membership and the reunion more 

enjoyable?_______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Copyright © 1998 by the Dillard Family Association. 

 

The full text of the DILLARD ANNUAL, 

Volume 5; January, 1998, pages 1-38. 
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DILLARD ANNUAL, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard, Copyright © 1998 by the Dillard Family 

Association. 

 

1998 Dillard Reunion 
Dillard, Georgia 

Saturday, June 20, 1998 

"Remembering the Confederacy" 

9:00 A.M. Registration, Henry's Playhouse, the Dillard House 

10:00 A.M. Eighth Annual Dillard History Session, Henry's Playhouse 

Joel T. Skinner, Curator and Executive Director, Confederate Museum, Sons Confederate Veterans, of 

Greenville, South Carolina 

Wayne Pailloz, of Rabun County, Georgia displaying Confederate uniforms and artifacts 

Anne M. Dickerson and Odell K. Hamby of Rabun County Historical Society presenting local biographical 

sketches of descendants of Revolutionary John Dillard and related kin who served in the Civil War 

1:00 P.M. Fellowship and lunch on your own 

2:00 P.M. Encampment by Georgia and South Carolina Sons of Confederate Veterans Reenactors on 

grounds of next door City Hall from Friday night through Saturday 
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5:00 P.M. Business Meeting, Dillard Family Association. Election of 1998-99 Officers after report of 

Malcolm Dillard, Chairman, Nominating Committee 

6:30 P.M. Reunion Dinner with Bluegrass band and square dance. 

9:00 P.M. Fellowship and Adjournment 

1998 Reunion 

The 1998 Dillard Reunion has been moved one week from the usual second weekend in June to June 20 

in order that the Dillard City Hall grounds would be available for the encampment of the Confederate 

Reenactors, who will join us at the Saturday night reunion dinner and square dance. Please make room 

reservations on your own. We recommend early reservations. Please complete the registration form on 

the last page and mail it back to our secretary treasurer with you annual dues to let us know you are 
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coming for our planning purposes. Tickets for the Saturday night Dinner and Square Dance may be 

purchased at the Dillard House desk after you arrive. 

Hiking, swimming, riding, golf, fishing and numerous scenic attractions are available at our meeting 

place and in the Dillard, Georgia, area. 

If you have a Dillard ancestor who served in the Civil War, or artifacts or records of that period, please 

contact us in order that we may obtain the details to share these with others at the 1998 Reunion 

History Session. 

For those who stay over Saturday night, arrangements may be made for those who are present 

connected with the reunion to sit together in the Dillard House for Sunday lunch. 

Minutes of the 1997 Reunion Business Meeting 

The annual meeting of the Dillard Family Association was held at Henry's Playhouse at the Dillard House, 

Dillard, Georgia, on Sunday, June 15, 1997, at 2:00 o'clock p.m. immediately following the Sunday 

luncheon. 

B. Malcolm Dillard served as Chairman of the meeting and John M. Dillard, in the 
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absence of the Secretary Rachel Dillard Scott, recorded the minutes. The following three resolutions 

were duly enacted: 

RESOLVED, that the Dillard Family Association extend appreciation to John Dillard, Jr. and John Dillard, 

Sr., and the staff of The Dillard House for hospitality and excellent food extended to us during the 1997 

Reunion. 

WHEREAS, Rachel Dillard Scott has unselfishly and loyally served with distinction as Secretary/Treasurer 

of the Dillard Family Association since its inception, and was instrumental in its founding and 

organization, for whose may long house we are the beneficiaries, and is unable to attend because of 

bypass surgery from which she is recuperating well. 

RESOLVED, that the Dillard Family Association extends its appreciation to Rachel Dillard Scott for her 

loyal work as Secretary/Treasurer of this Association, and further extends its best wishes for her speedy 

and complete recovery from her recent surgery in order that she can serve as Secretary/ Treasurer for 

many more years. 

WHEREAS, Jim Dillard, of Dillard, Georgia, who meant so much to so many people in so many different 

ways, who was a developer, produce and resort expert, and historian, and who lived life to the fullest 

every minute until the time of his recent death in his eighties, was a strong supporter of the Dillard 
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Family Association, its objectives and values, and without whose support the Association would never 

have succeeded, and whose death is a great loss to the members of this Association. 

RESOLVED, that the Dillard Family Association express gratitude, appreciation and thanksgiving for the 

life of Jim Dillard of Dillard, Georgia and extend sympathy to his wife, nieces and nephews for their great 

loss. 

The report of the Treasurer, Rachel Dillard Scott, was given by John M. Dillard in her absence. Counting 

funds which had been received for registration fees and memberships, after payment of all expenses, its 

was reported that the cash of the Association was approximately $600.00. 

Following discussion that the Dillard Annual was more expensive in 1997 than in previous years the 

following Resolution was enacted: 

RESOLVED, that the dues of the Dillard Family Association be changed in 1998 to the sum of $15.00 per 

family unit. 

It was reported that 54 persons attended the Seventh Annual Dillard Family History Session and 58 

persons were in attendance at the Saturday night dinner. 
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Officers elected for 1997-1998 were John M. Dillard, President, Edward B. Singleton, Vice-President, and 

Rachel Dillard Scott, Secretary-Treasurer. The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 

 

The following are the speeches of the 1997 Dillard Reunion speakers, who were Dorothy Dillard Hughes, 

Hugh S. Johnson, John T. Dillard and Almeda Hutchins Burns: 

DILLARDS AND JOHNSONS, EARLY ALABAMA 

PIONEERS 

By Hugh S. Johnson 

I can't think of a more delightful spot than Dillard, Ga. today. I'm honored to be a part of this family 

reunion. 

I would like to share a little background on the events leading up to my presence here today. During the 

past couple of years, I have had occasion to sell some timber. To accomplish those sales to my best 

advantage, I called upon Barnard Malcolm Dillard (who we fondly call "Chick") to help me. He and Mrs. 

Dillard were residing in my hometown of Fairburn at the time, and Chick is known as the best 
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professional timber man anywhere. During the course of our business relationship, I probably bored 

Chick to tears with stories about my family in their early days in Alabama. I also told him that in doing 

some genealogical research certain Dillard names kept cropping up. 

When Chick asked me to come up here to share some of this information with you, I replied that 

everyone here would have vastly more knowledge about the Dillards than I have. Chick replied, "yes, 

that's true, but come on up anyway." I believe he invited me because he just likes to hear a flatland 

version of history occasionally. Anyway, here goes. 

I have focused upon happenings in early Alabama because that's where both my maternal and paternal 

ancestors wound up. I have also found that some Dillards were also key players in this early Alabama 

scenario. 

The first territory in Alabama was acquired about 1814 following the Creek Indian Wars at which time 

the military strength of the Creek Nation was broken by United States troops under General Andrew 

Jackson at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend on the Talapoosa River in Talapoosa County, Alabama. The 

Federal Government maintains a military park at this site today. 

Immigration into Alabama started soon after the Creek Indian War, and the Dillard family was 

apparently represented in Alabama very early by a female member. The Rev. George E. Brewer, in his 

1832 History of Coosa County, Alabama, which I found in 
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the Alabama Department of Archives and History in Montgomery, writes as follows: 

"Among the earliest settlers of Coosa County, one of its public spirited men was Capt. Reuben Jordan. If 

not himself born in Virginia, his family were Virginians claiming descent from Pocahontas, the Princess of 

the Powhatans, the savior of Capt. John Smith. 

In 1818 Reuben moved from South Carolina to Montgomery County below Wetumpka bringing his wife, 

a Miss Dillard with the children, the Negroes and a good many Negroes of his uncle Elmore Jordan for 

whom he was to make a crop preparatory to the future coming of his uncle to Alabama. 

By his first wife, Miss Dillard, he had five children: John A., James A., Lucinda P., Mary E., and 

Pocahontas. John A. Became a prominent physician in Alabama and moved to Texas before the Civil War 

where he added to his medical reputation. He left a son and two daughters." 

One year after the Jordans moved to the state, Alabama became a part of the Union but its geographic 

configuration was nothing like it is today since most of the Eastern part of Alabama was still in the 

possession of the Creek Indians. 
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In 1832 at Cusseta (now in Chambers County directly west of West Point, Georgia) negotiations were 

entered into with the Creeks to cede to the United States all of their land East of the Mississippi River in 

exchange for land in present day Oklahoma. 

Time does not permit me to go into all of the fighting and treachery which took place on both sides 

leading up to this point. Suffice it to say that the native American naturalistic way of life was doomed 

from the outset when it was confronted and finally engulfed by the structured economy and technology 

of the European immigrants to these shores. 

The final act leading to the removal of the Creek Indians to the West was accomplished in 1832 by their 

chiefs at Washington in the presence of the following Georgians and Alabamians: William R. King, C.C. 

Clay, John Tipton, William Wilkins, Samuel Bell, John Crowell, and John Hunt Broadnax. A daughter of 

John H. Broadnax, Rebecca, is my Great, great, great grandmother. 

This Washington Treaty of 1832 gave to Alabama all of that part embraced in the counties of Coosa, 

Talladega, Calhoun, Etowah, Cleburne, Tallapoosa, Randolph, Chambers, Lee, Russell, Barbour, Bullock, 

Macon, and Clay. This was a new Alabama with its present geographic configuration. 

After the final Treaty of Removal in 1832 the Federal Government provided for a survey of all of the 

newly acquired Alabama lands dividing the lands into townships and ranges. Each township and range 

has 36 sections. Each section is one mile square. 
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Under this treaty, each Indian head of household was granted by the Federal Government about 300 

acres which they were free to sell. The land not granted to the Indians was sold at public auction at the 

land office in the district in which the lands were located, with the notable exception of special military 

reserves set aside for military land bounties and salt works given to the State. All public land acquired 

under the Treaty of 1832 was sold at public auction. 

Ruth Royal Crump the present historian of Chambers County, Alabama has diligently copied every 

original land sales transaction which took place in Chambers County. She has published these 

transactions in a book entitled, The Original Tract Book for Chambers County. 

This book lists the following transactions involving persons named Dillard: 

In Township 21, Range 25, Sections 29 and 35, George W. Dillard purchased at auction in 1836 478 acres 

and in the same year Samuel Morrell and Lorenzo D. Dillard purchased 40 Acres. 

In Township 22, Range 25, Sections 28, 31, and 33, Lorenzo D. Dillard and a person known variously as 

Samuel Morrell and Lemuel Morrell purchased together 238 acres in 1838. 
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Additionally, Lorenzo D. Dillard was awarded a grant of 39.66 1/2 acres from the Federal Government 

for his service as a private soldier in Capt. Young's Company of Alabama Volunteers in the Florida War 

against the Seminoles. This was in 1852. 

In 1840 George W. Dillard purchased from E-Far-Emarthle or E-Molly (a Creek Chief) 320 acres. 

Nathaniel Dillard in December of 1834 purchased 160 acres in Township 23 North; Range 26 East, 

Section 23. This makes him one of the earliest purchasers. 

I was interested to find that adjoining the land of Nathaniel, Robert, James S., John, Jabez, and William 

Johnson purchased altogether about 1000 acres between 1834 and 1839. James S. Johnson Was my 

great, great grandfather. The lands of Nathaniel Dillard and the Johnsons was situated around 

Macedonia Baptist Church about four miles North of Lafayette, Alabama. I recently visited this 

community. The church is still active and it's still beautiful land. 

When the Johnsons and the Dillards purchased this land the Indians were still present. In 1836 there was 

an Indian uprising. 

Governor George R. Gilmer, who was Governor of Georgia during this era in his book entitled Some 

Sketches of the First Settlers of Upper Georgia published in 1855, describes 
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this uprising in Alabama when he and his wife visited relatives there in 1836: 

"In 1836 I left home in Lexington, Oglethorpe County for Alabama. During my absence I was nominated 

by the States-Rights Party as a candidate for elector of the President and Vice President of the United 

States. As we traveled from Columbus, Georgia toward Montgomery through the Creek Indians we 

found them in the greatest excitement on account of the near approach of the time for their removal 

from the country they occupied to the territories provided for them beyond the Mississippi and also by 

the great frauds practiced by the whites in purchasing the reservations secured to them by the terms of 

the Treaty between the Government and the Tribe. They were ready for murder and preparing for war. 

We found them drinking and carousing at every stage coach station on the road. A few miles beyond the 

village of Tuskegee we passed late in the evening three Indian males standing by the side of the road in a 

deep hollow and near a swamp with rifles in their hands. I saw from their look that the devil was in 

them. I requested my wife not to look back or show any concern, then we drove as fast as possible. That 

night a family of white people living close by were murdered by the Indians. Another group of travelers 

by stage out of Montgomery were fired upon. They cut the horses from the stages and fled on their bare 

backs. The Indians burnt the stages and the baggage they did not want." 

If it sounds like the wild west - it was! 
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Moving forward in time, my great, great grandfather, James S. Johnson, didn't remain in Alabama very 

long before selling out and moving to Texas. Quite a few settlers in Chambers County did likewise about 

this time. In addition to the Indian uprising in 1836, farm prices crashed in 1837. 

But things began to improve. Governor Gilmer writes about the lure of Texas in his book. He writes: 

"one of my Georgia relatives couldn't resist the temptations of the rich lands in Alabama where he 

acquired a large tract of land of the greatest fertility, and made money beyond example. His land 

increased in value until he was offered $10 an acre for it. He heard that land of equal value and 

production could be purchased in Texas for $.25 per acre. He left his home and family to search for land 

in Texas then inhabited by Spaniards and Indians and was the receptacle of all sorts of robbers and 

cutthroats. This money madness was so contagious in Alabama that I overheard my carriage driver 

offering to bet another driver $40,000." 

James A. Michener writes further about this Texas mania in his book The Eagle and the Raven. He writes: 

"Davy Crockett a Tennessee Whig, after serving three terms in the National Congress refused to kowtow 

to the dictates of his fellow Tennessean President Andrew Jackson a Democrat. His fiery independence 

cost him his seat in Congress. Upon returning home he told the voters "You may all go to hell, I'm going 

to Texas." And like 
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others of that time who had experienced defeat, he lit out for wild adventures then available in "Texas", 

abandoning his family." 

Crockett was killed along with 185 others (mostly from the southern states) in the Alamo. This happened 

in 1836. 

My great, great grandfather, James S. Johnson, and his wife Elizabeth Ann and Thomas Johnson didn't 

remain long in Texas. While fighting with the armed forces of the Republic of Texas, he was seriously 

injured. With their two sons, Joseph Jerimiah and Thomas Layfayette, they returned to Coosa County 

Alabama and settled near my grandmother's people who by this time were operating a rather large 

slave generated cotton operation in Coosa County, near a community named Equality. 

Moving quite a bit further ahead in time to the War between the Union and the Confederacy, my great 

grandfather, Joseph Jerimiah, was 22 years old. In 1862 he enlisted in the 53rd Alabama Partisan 

Rangers, a cavalry unit of the Confederate Army. He served until wounded and captured in November of 

1864 near Sandersville, Georgia where General Joseph Wheeler and his meager cavalry forces were 

pitted against Sherman's 160,000 plus army marching to the sea. My great grandfather spent the last 

year of the war in the notorious camp for Confederate prisoners at Point Lookout, Maryland. He 

survived and returned to Alabama. 
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During the war and after the war my great grandfather cherished the friendship of three boys who 

served with him in the 53rd Alabama. They were: Louis Allen, Jim Davidson, and Henry Dillard. This 

information was supplied to me by my great aunt. 

I have tried to get more information about them from the Confederate military files of the Alabama 

Department of Archives but have so far been unsuccessful since the muster rolls for the 53rd Alabama 

are missing. 

The story goes that Louis Allen was mortally wounded at the Battle of Brices' Cross Road in northern 

Mississippi. Before dying he made my great grandfather promise that he would name his first son for 

him. Well, his first son was a daughter and they named her Lou Allen Johnson. I am told also that he 

remained in contact with Davidson and Henry Dillard throughout his life. If anyone can shed any further 

light on Henry Dillard, I wish you would. 

In summary and in closing, the journeys of our families are amazingly parallel. I take great pride in 

knowing that families like ours have made a substantial contribution toward making this the great 

country that it is. 

I would certainly appreciate the opportunity to learn more about the Dillards I have mentioned this 

morning. If you can help me, please do. I greatly appreciate this opportunity to meet each one of you 

and share in this great reunion. 
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William Dillard and the James Dillard Line 

by John T. Dillard 

My talk this morning deals with the descendants of William Dillard who came west by way of Kentucky. 

We do not know much about William, who died at the Battle of Eutah Springs in 1781. I will conclude 

this talk with a summation of current work being done on him and his wife, Mary Norman Dillard. I 

would like also to acknowledge some Dillard researchers who have done the bulk of work that makes 

this talk possible. Lucile Johnson, Howard Jones, Irene Fulton and Dorothy Dillard Hughes have 

contributed a lot of material which deals with William. My father, John H. Dillard did the work that 

resulted in his book, William Dillard Who Was Killed in the Revolutionary War, His Parents, Their Family, 

His Family and Some Descendants. Without his work, this talk would not be possible. 

I would like to make a correction to his book as to who were the parents of William of Eutah and James 

of Laurens. My father and other researchers had placed them as sons of George Dillard of Muddy Run in 

Culpeper County. This was done despite the heirs of William not being mentioned in George's will of 

1790. This past year Lucille Johnson turned up some information indicating that there were indeed two 
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James Dillard in that generation and it became highly unlikely that James of Laurens could have been a 

son of George of Muddy Run. Dorothy Dillard Hughes believes these two may have been sons of John 

Dillard of Broomfield Parish on the Hazel Fork of the Rappahannock. 

I will comment here on the features of Culpeper County. The Rappahannock and the Rapidan Rivers 

form most of the boundaries of Culpeper County as well as define many of its interior features. 

Mountain Run raises in central Culpeper County and flows east to the Rappahannock. Muddy Run heads 

a bit further north and flows east into the Little Fork of the Rappahannock. The Little Fork bisects the 

northern third of the county east to west. Where the Little Fork branches in northwestern Culpeper 

County, the northern branch becomes the Gourdvine or Thornton's River. The southern branch is the 

Hazel River from which splits the Hughes River. The Hughes River is part of the county line between 

Culpeper and Rappahannock Counties. I find it convenient for myself to refer to these various Dillards by 

where I know them to have had property in the county. 

To continue, then, with the point of this talk, I will return to William and Mary Norman Dillard. Their 

children were as follows: William, Jr. (1771-1829), John (1772-1833), Mary Wharton called Molly (1774- 

183?), George (1775-1840), Sarah Lansdown called Sally (1776- 1818) James, my ancestor, (1777-1852), 

Nancy Norman (1778-1830) and Elizabeth Baldwin called Betsey (1781-1830). I am listing their probable 

birth dates as reference for the current John T. Dillard work I will discuss a bit later in the talk. The three 

older boys went to South Carolina with their Uncle James of Laurens and spent their lives there. 
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James went to Kentucky about 1810 with his in laws, the Robert English family. James has been credited 

with having up to three wives but it is my feeling that he only had two. The first was a widow, Jane 

English Edrington. The second wife was Cynthia Ann Haywood, who was reputed to be part Indian. 

James and his first wife had at least seven children before she died. Their children were Nancy Matthis, 

John, Sarah Raine, Mahalda Love, Jane Allen, Mary Raine and Matilda Moore. I will point out here that 

where I can I refer to daughters by their married name. Another trick that makes it easier for me to keep 

relatives straight is to follow in laws. I can find no clear date of when Jane Dillard died but it was after 

they came to Kentucky in that at least two of their children were born there. I think we can assume she 

died in either 1812 or 1813, most probably 1813. 

James then married Cynthia Ann Haywood, daughter of John Haywood. We believe Cynthia's mother's 

name may have been Rachel but we have no proof for that. Cynthia was probably born about 1800. She 

and James were married in August, 1814. They had nine children between 1814 and 1839. Their children 

were James Madison, William, Rachel Kendall, my ancestor Samuel, George Washington, Thomas, 

Mariah Brown, Martha Kendall, and Daniel Hayden. James died in 1852 and is buried on the family farm 

near Elizabethtown, Kentucky. Cynthia died in 1872 and is buried in the same private cemetery. 
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Over the years the children of the two marriages went their own separate ways. Several did go west. 

Phillip and Joseph Raine who were probably brothers who married Sarah and Mary from the first family 

which went into Northern Missouri. Samuel followed them buying property from a Raine on Bear Creek 

in the Fairmont District of Clark County, Missouri. 

Two of Sam's brothers also went west. Thomas and Daniel H. went to California and then back to 

Nevada which was in a boom in 1860. Thomas spent the rest of his life in the Virginia City and 

Wadsworth area. D. H. took up land in Churchill County and became a successful rancher. His property is 

now part of the Naval Air Station at Fallon. Both brothers are buried at the Wadsworth cemetery. 

Wadsworth was a major Nevada city from the late 1860's until after the turn of the century when the 

Southern Pacific moved its roundhouse and yard operation to Sparks. Today it is just a small ghost town. 

Both D. H. and Thomas had children who moved on to California around the turn of the century. Thomas 

had at least ten children. My father visited with one of Thomas's sons in Salinas, California in the 1960's. 

D. H. had six children. Here, again, contact has been lost over the years. 

Samuel married Mary Robinson in 1846. They moved to Northern Missouri in the early 1850's, probably 

1854 judging by where their children were born. They had ten children. They were Maria E. Tull called 

Lizzie (1847-1916), Sarah Anderson called Sadie (1850-?), Mary Francis Fifer (1853-1881), Nancy (1855-

1856), Cynthia Ellen Dillard (1856- 
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1931), William H. (1858-1859), Rachel (1859-1865), Martha J. (1861-1864), Samuel Sterling (1862-1912) 

and my grandfather John Morgan (1864-1918). They lost four children in infancy and youth. One, 

William, was badly burned when he crawled under the new cast iron stove and raised up into it. He was 

so badly burned that he choked to death. He was less than a year old. 

Sam died in early 1865 as the result of smallpox. He had been wounded and left for dead by a Union 

militia group operating in Clark County in late summer of 1864. He was an invalid for the rest of his life. 

He and a daughter died of smallpox. Family tradition is that the neighbors dug the graves on the farm 

and built the caskets but the family had to place the bodies in the caskets, take them to the grave sites 

and bury them. That was how strong the fear of smallpox was in those days. The other children who 

died in their youth are buried at the Bear Creek Baptist Church about two miles from the farm. 

Another related family which came into Missouri with Samuel was Mary's sisters family, the Herbeths. 

They took land on the Fabius River bottom about two miles away from Sam and in Knox County. I would 

like to call attention to Cynthia Ellen Dillard. She married a cousin, John Wilson, who was a son of James 

Madison Dillard. She was the only one of my grandfather's immediate family that my father knew as 

they lived close to them in southern Missouri when my father was a boy. 
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Maria married Joseph Tull. Tull, his brother Ed, and a son in law, Jim Owen, moved west in the late 

1870s. They went first to northern California at or near the mining camp of Oro Fino. Oro Fino was west 

of Yreka in the Scott River Valley. My wife and I went to it a few years back. You can not tell there was a 

mining camp there. It is now a mountain meadow sprinkled with Ponderosa pines. They moved on to 

near Bly, Oregon on the Klamath-Lake County line. They took homesteads on the headwaters of Sprague 

River near the foot of Quartz Mountain. 

Maria and her husband as well as some of their children are buried in the cemetery at Lakeview, 

Oregon. Their daughter Mary Eugenia called Jenny married Jim Owen. Daughter Nora L married Fred 

McKendree. Jenny and Jim Owen had four children, two boys and two girls. The girls married ranchers 

and the boys went to logging. 

Fred and Nora had no children and are buried at Grant's Pass, Oregon. 

John Morgan and a cousin George Herbeths came west to Nevada in 1885. George stayed in Nevada to 

become a successful store owner. He died in Reno in 1938. 

John Morgan came on to Oregon where his sister was. He homesteaded south of Bly along the Barnes 

Valley Creek. This is in high country, nearly all of it being about 5000 feet in elevation. His 160 acre 

homestead was stacked, one 40 atop another following the creek meadow. He was about thirteen miles 

airline from his sister. 
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Sam's widow, Mary came west about 1890 and took a homestead on the back side of the Middle 

Fishhole meadow. This put her eight miles from her daughter and five from her son. These are airline 

miles. Road miles tend to be a bit further. Mary returned east and died in Kentucky in 1901 at the home 

of her daughter, Cynthia near Rineyville. 

John Morgan stayed in Klamath County and purchased more land along Barnes Creek from a fellow 

rancher known as Horsefly Miller. This land was a bit lower than his homestead but not much. We have 

records of him making pine butter buckets that were used to store and transport butter to the market. 

John Morgan married Minnie Belle Bussey in 1898. Her family had come to the Lorrella area of Klamath 

County in the early 1880's. Her father, Henry Garland Bussey, was born at Zebulon, Georgia about 1850 

and went west to the Red River Valley of Texas where he married A. C. Dayton Haynes. They decided 

that section of Texas had too many diseases and was in a poor climate to raise a family. They came west 

to near Portland, Oregon. They decided that land had too many stumps to either dig out of the ground 

or farm around. Klamath County was found to be more to their liking. 
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John and Minnie had six children. All except the two youngest were born on the Horsefly property. Their 

children are Oren Bussey(1900-1931), Florence Alice Ogle (1902-1956), Eva Grace Bowman (1903-1988), 

Zena May Barks (1904-1986), John Henry (1908) and Uel Sterling (1910-1973). They left Oregon and 

moved to near Mountain Grove, Missouri in 1907. John Morgan died there in 1918 of the effects of 

diabetes and measles. 

In 1919, Minnie brought her family back to Klamath County where her family was. Her son, Oren, died as 

a young man in 1931. The other five married and raised families. My generation has thirteen cousins, all 

still living. We have a total of 31 children, 29 of which are alive. I did a rough count on grandchildren and 

came up with about twenty-one. I do not believe that there are any great grandchildren as of yet. 

Minnie Bussey Dillard died in 1963 and is buried beside her son, Oren, at the Merrill IOOF Cemetery. 

I would like to close this talk by returning to William and Mary Norman Dillard and give a quick brush 

over on research in progress. We have some puzzles there. Mary, widow of William, received a pension 

for his service from 1792 until her death about 1815. She died in possession of 300 acres which her 

children sold. That sale was completed in 1818. The Culpeper county government obviously recognized 

her claim to the property when they assisted the heirs in making the property ready for sale and then 

allowed the heirs to sell it. 

The heirs of Mary's brother James sued the owners of the property in 1830 claiming that it should have 

gone to their father as the oldest son of Joseph Norman. The court did not find in their favor. But, the 

depositions raise some questions. 

Molly Wharton, the oldest daughter, stated that she was about sixty-five years of age. 
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She further deposed that Joseph Norman had given William and Mary that property when they got 

married. Molly's statement that her age was sixty-five means she would have been born when William 

was twelve years old by the records we have on him. Norman family records show that James Norman 

was born in 1732 and died in 1828. A lifetime of ninety-six years. Possible, but not probable. We need to 

do a lot of study on the family of Joseph Norman. What I have seen indicates that he had children by 

two wives over a forty year span. Again, possible but not probable. 

We have a good many questions to ask about the ages of William and Mary Dillard. If we assume that 

Mary and William are close in age and that both were born about 1752, the Norman family has a gap 

between her and her brother, James, of about twenty years. If Molly's stated age is correct, then Mary 

and William must have been born in the 1740s. Perhaps there is census information out there which can 

help us. 
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The three hundred acres. Joseph Norman owned 238 acres near Hickman's Mountain in Broomfield 

Parish which we can prove he owned. He willed his grandson, Issac, 100 acres of it. What happened to 

the other 138 acres? John Dillard, who may have been the father of William and James, owned 466 

acres in Broomfield Parish. There are 326 acres of that property that can not be accounted for. There is a 

strong probability that John, his daughter, Elizabeth Strother, and his son in law, Robert Strother, sold 

out and left Culpeper County about 1794. Lucile Johnson thinks they may have gone to Kentucky near 

where James Dillard landed later. Certainly, the Dillard-Strother connection needs further investigation. 

When we total the land involved in the 1830 suit, it comes to 340 acres. It is obvious that there still 

needs to be more research done to find where Mary Dillard's property came from. Did Joseph own more 

than 238 acres there? Did the property come from John Dillard? Or did the property come from both 

Dillard and Norman? I don't know. Only this past spring have I been able to start placing Dillard property 

in old Culpeper County with any level of comfort. I am hopeful that more research on property records 

in Culpeper and Rappahannock Counties may answer some of these questions. I have been able to place 

Broomfield Church which narrowed the area which Broomfield Parish covered. The Parish went out of 

existence in 1801 but I got very lucky in the courthouse and driving around the county. It was on 

property that John Dillard and Robert Strother were involved with and is in present Rappahannock 

County. I am of the opinion that I will find Hickman's Mountain is also in Rappahannock. Perhaps by this 

time next year I can locate some answers to some of these questions. 

June 19, 1997: This is a little follow up to my talk at the reunion. First, thanks to Irene Fulton and Lucile 

Johnson for making available the following extracts from Hope A. Hilton's Edwin and Elander Hickman, 

Some Progenitors and Descendants, Early Pioneers of Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky, Missouri and 

Utah, third edition, August 1978, publisher unknown, which reads at pages 31 and 32: 
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"In September 1967 when I visited in Rappahannock County, I was told where 'Hickman Run' was 

located. (see map at end of chapter). 'Hickerson Mountain' also on the map was formerly 'Hickman 

Mountain'. I drove 1 1/2 miles north of Flint Hill, Virginia where the road intersects 'Hickman Run', a 

small stream of clear water 3 - 6 feet across." 

At page 39 it is stated: "In the 1770's this mountain was called 'Hickman Mountain'. When the name 

`Hickerson' was substituted is unknown." 

Second, thanks to Dorothy Dillard Hughes for the wonderful map of "Old Culpeper County" which she 

has put together. "Old Culpeper" contained all of today's Culpeper, Madison and Rappahannock 

Counties. Madison was split off in 1800 and Rappahannock was formed in 1833. So in the time frame we 

are dealing with all three existing counties were together. 



The Dillard Family Association - The Dillard Annuals 

116 
 

When Lucile sent me the excerpts from the Hilton book, I went to a Virginia road map and located Flint 

Hill. It is well inside modern Rappahannock County. Another lead for me to work with in pinpointing 

Hickman Mountain. At the reunion Dorothy illustrated her talk with the map she had assembled from 

Virginia County road maps that are put out by the state Department of Transportation. 

After her talk, I went froward and examined the map. There was Flint Hill. There was Hickerson 

Mountain and just above it was Hickman Run. This is not positive proof of where my ancestors may have 

had property in Old Culpeper but I believe it is a giant step forward. I am hopeful that by next reunion 

that Hickman's Mountain will be proved by land records. 

Again, thanks are due Irene Fulton, Lucile Johnson and Dorothy Dillard Hughes for this advice. 

 

Margaret Rosette Dillard Wikle 

by Almeda Hutchins Burns 

When this project was started, my intention was to pay tribute to and honor my great aunt, Margaret 

Rosette Wikle, for her unselfish dedication of her life and resources to bringing up my mother, Rose 

Mary Dillard Hutchins, and her sister, Almeda Dillard Hood, from infancy. She also provided a shelter in a 

time of storm for Barham and Joe Dillard in their pre-teen years. While not uncommon for the Dillards 

to generously take orphaned family members into their homes, I am sure that very few situations 

resulted in such caring and loving lifetime relationships. 

With the encouragement and assistance of John M. Dillard, I started to gather bits and 
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pieces of information from old letters, pictures, records, artifacts, and books that shed some light on her 

life and times. This effort to write a biographical sketch has been an adventure which brought back long 

forgotten memories of an elderly lady who patiently tried to teach me to sew, but who ended up doing 

it herself because I could not sit still long enough to learn. I threaded her needles and watched with awe 

as she made dresses for me, saved the scraps of fabric for color quilts, and made fancy cushions from 

the tiny quilt leftovers. 

My bits and pieces do not always fit together well. My sketch has become, like a patchwork quilt, more a 

collection of scraps of this and that which I hope will be of interest. 

Margaret Rosette Dillard Wikle, my great aunt, was the second child of John Barnard and Rachel 

McKinney Dillard. She was born April 18, 1854. We know very little about her as a young girl growing up 
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in Rabun County during the Civil War years, but we can be certain that she and her older sister, Sallie, 

were kept busy helping with household tasks, and caring for eight more brothers and sisters who arrived 

regularly every two years afterwards. 

Zette, as she was affectionately called, must have grown up to be a very attractive young lady. She 

caught the eye of George W.C. Wikle, a bachelor 24 years older than she, who returned to North 

Georgia around 1870 after seeking his fortune in the California gold rush. Their wedding picture shows a 

very tall older man and a petite girl in a fancy hat who looks young enough to be his daughter. 

There are many tantalizing clues about the life of G.W.C. Wikle that will be fun to explore at a later date. 

Among them are a deed to a California gold mine bought for $50.00 in 1865; an autographed copy of the 

memoirs of George W. Williams of Nacoochee Valley and Charleston published in 1871, a handwritten 

summons to appear in court in Atlanta to answer federal charges that the taxes of $428.40 had not been 

paid on products in a distillery owned by William Alley, George Wikle and Leander Beavert in 1875 and a 

deed to a farm near Sautee. Life with G.W.C Wikle would definitely not have been dull for Zette, no 

matter how old he was. They were married. 

Evidence that the couple lived in Rabun County in 1890 is provided in the obituary of Albert Dillard, son 

of James. Uncle Albert had attended a Farmers Alliance meeting at the Baptist Church in Rabun County 

on Sunday morning, went to dinner at the home of G.W.C Wikle, returned to the meeting where in the 

afternoon, he died. If this makes us wonder about Zette's cooking. We don't have to look far to learn 

that she was noted for her culinary ability as well as her sewing skills. 

Sometime after 1890, the Wikles had moved to a remote farm community near Monroe Church in 

Nacoochee Valley where they were living in l895. 

It was in March of that year that Zette's younger brother, George, wrote a happy letter to the Wikles, 

which was saved for posterity. 
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"Rosette, the first thing I have to tell you is this A.M. we had a fine little daughter. She is two weeks old 

this morning and is just as fat as she can be and has dark eyes and hair," he wrote. "I don't think any of 

your bros. or sisters have ever honored you with a namesake and now I have decided to give you one". 

When the baby, my mother, was six months old George proudly took his wife, Elizabeth Hyberger, called 

Mollie, and their daughters, to visit his family here in-North Georgia. They traveled in early winter from 

their home in Timber Ridge, Tennessee. Accounts of travel in those days lead us to believe that the trip 

was difficult in the best of weather and must have been unbelievably hard when the weather was bad 

and with two babies. 
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George found his mother ill, and after they had been there a short time, his father also became ill. 

Mollie and George pitched in to help with the nursing and Zette also came to assist, as did other family 

members. John Barnard died Oct. 24, 1895. During this time Mollie became ill with rheumatic fever so it 

was impossible to go back to Tennessee that winter. 

Zette's next letter from George is dated March 1, 1896. His Mollie had just died the day before. "What 

can I do with my darling children?", he wrote. "Dear sister can't you come to see me at once?" In a P. S. 

he urgently asks, "Please come to see me, I will go home with you and spend a few days". 

G.W.C. Wikle was 66 years old, Rosette was 42. They had no children of their own. Of course they went 

to the rescue. Meda was 3 years old and Rose just 11 months. Temporary arrangements were made 

which soon became permanent. George departed for Oklahoma and Rose and Meda were soon called 

"the little Wikle girls". 

It is not hard to imagine the challenges Rosette faced with her new and unplanned family. She and her 

elderly husband devoted themselves to the task of rearing and educating the children. 

Rose Mary Dillard Hutchins, my mother, was the niece named for her Aunt Rosette. In her memoirs, 

"The Story Of My Life" she tells us of happy times growing up with Aunt Zette and Uncle Wikle on their 

farm. She remembers Uncle Wikle as an old man with wonderful stories of gold mining, Indian fighting 

and traveling in the west. 

"This period of our lives at the farm home holds many happy memories .... also some sad ones. We lived 

in a thinly settled, isolated community. But there were beautiful laurel covered hills, brooks to wade in, 

a fish pond to gaze into, purple mountains to wonder about, trees to climb, and animals to love. The 

pets we loved most were Dinah, the gentle mule we could ride, the herd of goats that played in the lane 

in the evenings; the pet kids that chewed on our hair ribbons; Crackus, the Maltese cat; Ring, the hound 

dog that guarded us; and Him-Fine - Fellow, the chicken that didn't have any feathers for which we 

made clothes. Our uninterrupted play hour during Aunt Zette's nap after the noon-day meal 
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is one of my dearest memories. Meda and I made a bee-line for the spring and sat on the moss covered 

bank of the brook. Here we improvised dolls of laurel sticks which we dressed in colorful leaves that 

grew within our reach. Blossoms were used for hats and umbrellas. With these little characters we 

dramatized the life of the community from weddings and funerals to protracted meetings. 

"An important chore was the care of the milk and butter which was always plentiful on the farm. The 

fresh milk was carried to the spring-house where the containers were placed in a trough of cold running 

water. Part of the sweet milk was for drinking, and part was allowed to sour and clabber for churning 
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After about 30 minutes of patient dashing, the butter came to the top my aunt salted and molded it into 

round cakes, ready for use. 

"Pills, and most medical supplies were very scarce, as well as doctors. About all I can recall, was Aunt 

Zette making me take a dose of caster oil every Saturday night-whether I needed it or not. As a gesture 

of hospitality my uncle kept a bottle of Mountain Dew on the mantle in the kitchen. This locally made 

whiskey was served to all visitors-preachers included! 

"The only church in the vicinity was Munroe Methodist Church, several miles distant, where my Uncle 

and Aunt were members, and where I was baptized. I have a faint recollection of the preacher holding 

me in his arms. When I was older I enjoyed riding mule-back on a saddle blanket behind Uncle Wikle. 

Aunt Zette, mounted atop her side-saddle, followed with Meda seated behind her Sometimes we drove 

to church in the buggy which had a huge umbrella on top, and on important occasions we used the 

surrey, driving two mules. 

"Not all of life was drudgery in those days. There was fun, too. Corn-shucks were important community 

events. It was customary for any one who found a red ear of corn to kiss the lady or gent of his or her 

choice. At noon a delicious dinner, which had been prepared by the women was served. When the 

shucking was completed, there was dancing, solo, and square- no waltzing! 

"The women assembled in their homes for quilting parties where they made beautiful quilts. When a 

member of a family married, a quilt was given as a wedding present. I was the heir to several of these 

lovely pieces of art which I value highly and still use. Our Aunt and Uncle were determined that we 

should have all the education they could afford to give us. 

"When Meda was seven they took the school teacher to board (his name was Mr. Black) so we didn't 

have to walk the two and one-half miles to the school house alone. It was a one room then log building 

with wooden shutters. The school year was five months duration. In winter regular attendance was 

impossible because of the snow, mud, and cold. We attended this school about two years. There was a 

better school, at Providence, only three miles distant if one followed a foot path across the mountain. 

On these long treks my imagination 
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ran away with me. I was afraid I'd fall over a precipice, or meet a wolf. There was a wolf pit that had 

been used by pioneers, or Indians at one corner of the farm. Although overgrown with small trees, it 

was still a big hole by which I always ran, expecting a wolf to jump out and grab me." 

About this time Presbyterians were establishing a school in Nacoochee Valley, six miles away. Rev. J. T. 

Wade, a Presbyterian minister, and a Mrs. Blake, wife of a gold mine executive, came to their home 
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looking for prospective students. As a result of their visit, it was decided the girls would be enrolled at 

Nacoochee Institute. They entered fifth grade the following fall. 

Again I quote from my mother's story: "Aunt Zette was an excellent seamstress and dressed us alike and 

becomingly. She cut up as many of Mama's clothes as were suitable and made them into dresses for us. 

We wore them proudly, and didn't suffer by comparison with other children. The teachers noticed our 

clothes and soon inquired if our Aunt would sew for them. This she gladly did, and her earnings as a 

seamstress were a great help to supplement the farm income which was getting less and less as Uncle 

Wikle now had to depend on tenants to operate the farm. Her sewing was the means of our having 

lessons in art and music." 

"When Uncle Wikle was no longer physically able to operate the farm, he and Aunt Zette moved to the 

Valley, too. For several years we lived in cottages near the school. During this time Meda developed into 

a lovely young lady. On the other hand, I was self-conscious about my appearance and shy, but I made 

friends easily. 

"There followed dark days. Disaster, sickness and death came thick and fast. Meda's marriage to 

Leonard Hood, her sickness and death when she was only sixteen, Uncle Wikle's failing health, and his 

death four months later, and the final breakup of our home seemed the end of the world." 

Although Rosette was terribly shaken by these sad experiences she accepted the challenge of starting a 

new life for herself. At about this time the wife of her brother, Dock, also died. Again Zette to the 

rescue! Barham and Joe Dillard came to live with Zette and Rose The boys were 14 and 11. Rose was 14 

and Aunt Zette was 56. There was a small income from the farm, Uncle Dock paid a reasonable amount 

for the boys board so they had the necessities of life. Close friendships formed between cousins which 

lasted all their lives. In 1933 just before Aunt Zette's death, my mother wrote a letter about her failing 

health to Barham. She reminisced "we must have been a handfull for her in those days." 

Nacoochee Institute was changing hands with Rev. John Knox Colt as the new President. He persuaded 

Rosette to go to the new dormitory to live where she would be employed as one of the matrons of the 

girls. Rosette once again had a house full of young people to love and care for. She lived and worked 

there until my mother finished tenth grade which was the highest grade taught. 
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With the assistance of Mr. Colt, my mother entered Georgia Normal and Industrial College in the fall of 

1912 to prepare for a teaching career. 

Aunt Zette sold her farm and some mountain land, bought a ten room boarding house in Robertstown 

and launched a new career at 60. She was happy to be in her own home again. She lived there the rest 

of her life. 
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Aunt Zette would be uncomfortable if a big fuss were made over her virtues or if she was praised for 

doing the things that she considered as necessary normal actions. Telling you a few aspects of her life is 

simply my way of saying - I am very proud to be your great niece. "Thank you for always being there 

when your family needed you." 

 

DILLARDS OF CULPEPER COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

AND RELATED FAMILIES OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

By Dorothy Dillard Hughes 

It is wonderful to be in Dillard, Georgia, again at this reunion. Dillard House has long been famous for its 

hospitality and delicious food. It's delightful to see those I've met at previous reunions, and to meet new 

Dillard descendants, particularly those I've corresponded with but am seeing in person for the first time, 

and to see my first cousin Dillard Smith. Tom and I have enjoyed his hospitality in Hixson, near 

Chattanooga, and at his summer home at Highlands. I'm especially happy both my son Tom, of 

Bartlesville, Oklahoma, and my daughter, Barbara Buzzell, are here--Barbara for the first time. She is 

librarian and reading teacher at the elementary school at Sabillasville, Maryland, and lives at Blue Ridge 

Summit, Pennsylvania--at the northern end of the mountains just west of here. The many snow days 

made yesterday the last school day in her school. 

This Dillard Family Association is an important means of learning and passing on our Dillard history. I 

know we're all grateful to John Marshall Dillard, Rachel Dillard Scott, Malcolm Dillard, and others who 

keep it going. John's Dillard Annual and the Rabun County Library in Clayton play important parts in 

preserving Dillard lore. Dillard research is never easy. Even so, we've made considerable progress in 

changing the Dillard Family Tree from a weeping willow--with only undocumented and unreliable 

printed traditions available--to a flourishing, sturdy oak, with actual records collected about several 

Dillard lines. The tree's not fully grown yet, but developing, with a growing bibliography of preserved 

material on the Dillard family in America. A brand new book is Carlton Dillard's second volume telling 

about Fielding Dillard's many descendants. It includes the families connected with Georgia's great 

Senator Russell, one of the fifteen children of Blandina [Ina] (Dillard) Russell. 
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My talk today concerns an 81-page book I wrote about the four Culpeper County, Virginia, Dillards, some 

of their descendants who migrated from there to South Carolina, and another Culpeper Dillard identified 

in South Carolina after the book was completed. Twelve copies of Dillard Research Notes: Culpeper 

County, Virginia Dillards and Two Related Families of South Carolina were mailed 16 June 1996 to five 
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descendants of those Dillards, four genealogists I correspond with, my son and daughter, and the Rabun 

County Library. 

Why should the Culpeper Dillards, who are not my line, be my subject? Little did I expect a book to 

result when John James Dillard, of Arlington, Texas, inquired about some of my Dillard papers. But when 

he told me he was grandson and namesake of John J. Dillard, who settled in Lubbock, Texas, in 1896 

when the town was only five years old, I was interested immediately. Since I've always been curious 

about the first Dillard family in Lubbock, it was fun to find all the local information in city directories, 

town histories, and books published by our genealogical society. He had a great obituary, since he had 

founded our daily newspaper in 1900. Young John and his wife Sara searched cemeteries and court 

houses, visited their Lubbock relatives and me, got acquainted with cousins near Houston when they 

attended a library conference, and altogether made great progress. 

Then two specially lucky things happened. In one of my notebooks I found the bio- graphical sketch of 

W. W. Dillard, the Lubbock John J.'s father and young John's great grandfather. William Wood Dillard 

told of his Civil War service, gave the names of his ancestors through Alabama and South Carolina back 

to Virginia, and described his farm and life in the North Texas county of Montague. Some people belittle 

the "mug books" published in the late nineteenth century, which included a biographical sketch of the 

person who paid fifty dollars for a copy and furnished family information; but I love them. How else 

could I have so easily learned of W. W.'s birth in Alabama, his life in Mississippi, his grandfather in South 

Carolina, the maiden names of his mother and grandmother, and the clue to where to look for his 

ancestors in Virginia? Of course one expects possible memory lapses and perhaps exaggeration of an 

ancestors' landholdings or their social position. Statements should, of course, be verified by checking 

actual records. W. W. was said to be an "agriculturist" instead of a farmer, but maybe he deserved the 

fancy title. He was successful enough to build a two-story house after his first log house, and he installed 

one of the recently invented windmills. The account sounded as if his people came from the family of 

George Dillard, of Culpeper County. 

To add to the luck, a letter from Lucile R. Johnson, a dedicated Dillard researcher, brought considerable 

South Carolina information about W. W. Dillard's ancestors there and about his mother's family, the 

Bells in South Carolina and Alabama. You may remember Lucile as a speaker at the Dillard Reunion in 

1992. My notebooks full of twenty years' research on Virginia Dillards from the early years until some 

time after the Revolutionary War, added to the new discoveries, had enough material for several 

months of serious compiling. All records of each individual were in the section about him. No book was 

intended. It just happened as each piece of information was added to another. 
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This new information pointed to young John's descent from William and Mary (Norman) Dillard and, as I 

thought until after the resulting book was mailed, descent from George Dillard, whose Culpeper County 
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will was proved in 1790. Young John's ancestor, William Dillard, was born in Culpeper County, but was 

killed in the Revolutionary War Battle of Eutaw Springs in South Carolina on 8 September 1781. Another 

plus was that John Henry Dillard and his wife had traveled all over the country tracing his own descent 

from this same Eutaw William's youngest son James, and had written his genealogy, a copy of which I 

have. As a result, in a few short months, young John acquired more solid genealogy than many people 

can amass in years. 

Key words to Dillard history, and that of many other early families as well, are LAND--they wanted it--

and MIGRATION--to get it, a young men had to migrate. He often had to leave the home place in the 

settled area. The Dillard saga, of which the Culpeper County Dillards are a branch, begins 22 May 1650 

with the first George Dillard, the immigrant or founder; and with him also began the pattern of 

migration to land in unsettled country. Few records exist, but these show that George was a survivor, at 

a time when more than half the new people died. He acquired land. Fifteen years later George patented 

250 acres for paying transportation costs for five persons, two of them women. This land adjoined land 

he lived on in New Kent County. He was married at a time when only one in five new people were 

women. In 1679 he and his wife--name unknown--sold 76 acres. In 1694 he, or another George Dillard if 

he was no longer living, patented 139 acres in King and Queen County, created from New Kent in 1691 

and located in the Middle Peninsula in the Virginia Tidewater. The only other existing record of George 

indicates that he served on an escheat jury 2 September 1675. Any other statement about George's 

origin or activity is open to question. 

The second Dillard generation, probably sons found in the 1704 Quit Rent Rolls, the tax payable to 

Queen Anne, showed four Dillard land owners in King and Queen--George, either the founder or another 

George, with 325 acres; Thomas with 175 acres; Edward, who may be the ancestor of the Culpeper 

County Dillards, with 150 acres; and Nicholas, my ancestor, with 150 acres. Not until 1717 did one of 

these second-generation Dillards migrate from King and Queen County. Nicholas Dillard's 200 acres of 

"new land" plus 200 more in 1724 in King William County, fell into Caroline County when it was formed 

in 1727-28. 

Early Virginia settlement was up the rivers, and Virginia's rivers were the first roads. At last year's 

reunion Carlton M. Dillard oriented his ancestor, Thomas Dillard, with Nicholas of the Quit Rent Rolls 

and the Mattaponi River, the eastern boundary of King and Queen County. The pattern evident here 

shows a man and his probable sons acquiring land. 

Four Dillards--Thomas, George, Edward, and John--formed the second group to leave Virginia's Middle 

Peninsula and migrate northwest. We know about the families of three of the four Culpeper County 

settlers. They were probably brothers born in King and Queen County--or at least closely related--and 

probably the first George's grandsons. Of these Thomas and George first surfaced in Essex County in 

1728, a narrow county across 
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Dragon Swamp from King and Queen, when Thomas was executor of the will of Martin Nalle, father of 

Thomas's wife, Winifred, and George witnessed the will. 

Culpeper County was roughly triangular in shape, its northern point where the Rappa- hannock River, 

which forms its eastern boundary, joins the crest of the Blue Ridge Mountains, the western boundary. 

The Rappahannock, one of Virginia's four great rivers, is also the eastern border of Essex County in the 

Tidewater. The smaller Rapidan and Conway Rivers, which form a jog to the south, are the southern 

boundary. Later Culpeper County was divided to include present Rappahannock and Madison counties. 

The four did not all go at one time. Thomas, later known as Thomas Dillard, Sr., and George led the way. 

Orange County, newly created in 1734, included what became Culpeper County in 1748. Land there had 

just been put on the market, and the General Assembly determined that those "who had established 

themselves by 1st January 1934/35 should be free of country, [meaning the colony of Virginia], county, 

and parish levies for the next three years." This was a great incentive for a landless young man not long 

married. Here the first two patented land as soon as possible. They first located the land they wanted, 

applied for it, had it surveyed, then paid for it and were granted the patent. Thomas patented 550 acres 

27 February 1735, paying £2.s15 (possibly about $7.15); and George patented 400 acres 19 June 1735, 

paying £2 (possibly a bit less than $4). 

On 23 November 1737 Edward Dillard paid John Parks o30 for 190 acres in Orange County. We don't 

know whether this Edward was the older one who had paid quit rent on 150 acres in King and Queen 

County in 1704 or Edward Dillard, the father of your John Dillard, co-founder of Dillard, Georgia, and 

known to us as Rabun John for easy identification. We know that Edward, the father of Rabun John, 

bought 100 acres from George and Priscilla (Major) Dillard on 24 September 1740. 

John Dillard, the fourth Culpeper County settler, said to be "of King and Queen," bought his land in 1749 

after Culpeper County was formed from part of Orange County in 1748 and after a lawsuit determined 

that Lord Fairfax owned Culpeper County. Lord Fairfax owned all of the Northern Neck, millions of acres 

between the Rappahannock River and the Potomac River. This had been given to several who had 

supported Charles II after Charles I was executed. John thus was the first of the four to buy his land from 

Lord Fairfax. His land purchases included 300 acres 23 June 1749 on the north side of the Hazel River in 

the Gourd Vine Fork and 166 acres 4 November 1749 in the Gourd Vine Fork adjoining the first tract and 

running near the foot of the Grindstone Mountain. On 20 and 21 April 1753 John sold John Gayle and 

Thomas Poole 50 acres of the 166-acre purchase. 

So these Culpeper County Dillards raised their families and helped change new, unsettled land into a 

county with essential roads, two churches, and a means of making a living. From 1741 through 1746 

Thomas was paid 1000 pounds of tobacco per year for reading in the Little Fork church in Saint Mark's 

Parish. From 1748 through 1752 John Dillard received 1000 pounds of tobacco for being Clerk of the 

Church in Saint Mark's 

 



The Dillard Family Association - The Dillard Annuals 

125 
 

Begin page 23 of the: DILLARD ANNUAL, Vol. 5, Jan., 1998, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard. 

 

Parish. When St. Mark's Parish was divided in 1752, John Dillard's land fell into Bromfield Parish. 

John presumably died in Culpeper County, and no will exists. On 17 March 1761 Sophia Dillard and John 

Dillard witnessed a deed, "Aaron Oliver and Elizabeth his wife" to John Campbell; and thirteen years 

later "John Dillard, and Sophia X Dillard" witnessed the will of John Brown of Bromfield Parish. This 

implies that Sophia was John's wife. Did they have children? None are identified in a record, but that 

doesn't necessarily mean they didn't have any. We'll return to this question later. When John died some 

time after 1774, what happened to his remaining land after his death is a mystery. 

George's will, written 2 March 1790 and proved 20 September 1790 named his children: Major, John, 

Samuel, James, Ann Freeman, Liza Duncan, Sarah Colvin. His wife, Priscilla Major, was probably already 

dead, since she was not mentioned. He left his estate to be divided equally among his children, except 

that he left Major only one shilling sterling (we don't know why) and his daughter Ann Freeman a "brass 

warming pane." Each son and the husband of each daughter received property valued at 65. As his share 

of the estate, George's son John received the 190 acres bought by Edward Dillard in 1737. There are 

different theories about the explanation, but no record has been found that shows how George 

acquired this land. 

Two of the four Culpeper County Dillards didn't stay there long. Some time before 21 July 1752 Thomas, 

Sr., migrated south to newly created Halifax County, followed later by his two adult sons, James and 

Thomas, Jr. On 15 March 1749 Thomas and Winifred Dillard sold 1100 acres in Culpeper County. This 

included a later purchase from Lord Fairfax 24 November 1749 and Fairfax's validation of Thomas's first 

400 acre patent from the colony of Virginia. Edward followed three years later after he and his wife 

Elizabeth sold their Culpeper County land for £20 current money of Virginia on 6 February 1752. This 

was the 100 acres bought from George and Priscilla Dillard for 5 pas. current money of Virginia on 24 

September 1740. From this time these families were in county court, deed, and vestry records of Halifax 

County and Pittsylvania County, formed from Halifax in 1767. 

In April 1755 in Halifax County, Thomas, Sr., had 400 acres and Edward had 320 acres surveyed. Since 

Edward's son John stated in his Revolutionary War pension application that he had been born in 1755, 

he was a baby when they moved to Halifax County, and his sister Ann may have been born there. Some 

accident or illness seems to have disabled Edward. Life during colonial times was fraught with danger. 

On 30 November 1756 "For Reasons appearing to this Vestry Edward Dillard is Exempted from the 

payment of Parish Levys for the future." We don't know the reasons. The June Court of 1761 "Ordered 

that the Churchwardens of Antrim Parish do bind John and Ann Dillard to Thomas Dillard junr in such a 

manner as the Law directs." Edward died without a will some time before 1779, when Rabun John took 

up his land. 

James also moved to Halifax County later. He had bought 664 acres of Culpeper 
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County land 17 October 1752, which he and his wife Priscilla did not sell until 21 February 1762. James, 

however, was living in Halifax County at least from the time he began serving as under sheriff there on 

15 August 1754 and sheriff in 1756. The Dillards had moved just before the French and Indian War from 

1754 to 1763, and on 20 May 1756 James was named captain of militia to protect the frontiers. He held 

ranks of both lieutenant and captain of militia. Halifax County had more Indian troubles than any other 

Virginia County except far western Augusta. 

Thomas Dillard, Sr., James, and Thomas, Jr., are in numerous county and parish records in Halifax and 

Pittsylvania County. From the beginning, Thomas Dillard, Sr., was Justice of the Peace and Vestryman 

from 16 July 1752. James became a Vestryman 30 November 1756 and Thomas Dillard, Jr., in 1758. For a 

number of years all three were vestrymen in Antrim Parish at the same time. It is interesting to read of 

Thomas, Sr. 's part in the development of Halifax County from a wilderness through all the steps of 

setting up county government. Thomas, Jr., followed in his father's footsteps. In both Halifax and 

Pittsylvania County the two Thomases were both Justices, militia officers, and successful and prominent 

men. All three had suits in county court. James was less successful, beginning in 1760, when he sued and 

was sued for debt. The two sons were named in Thomas Dillard, Sr.'s 1774 will. Two later court cases in 

Pittsylvania County went against James Dillard, who "having profanely sworn," was fined 10 shillings in 

the May Court, 1775. In June Court 1778 in County against James Dillard, he "not appearing (altho 

solemnly called)" was fined 5 shillings and costs for being drunk. The circumstances of these cases after 

Thomas, Sr., died make one wonder if perhaps James's father had him named vestryman to keep an eye 

on him. 

Five next-generation Culpeper County Dillards migrated to South Carolina, one shortly before, one 

during, two after the Revolution (1775-1783), and one before 1800. The first, James Dillard, went to 

Laurens County, probably about 1773 when he was about 17. He has been accepted as a son of George 

of Culpeper County during my years of genealogical research. As a younger son, he would not have 

inherited, and so he needed to set out on his own. No other Dillard seems to have gone with him, but he 

probably accompanied other Culpeper people. Relatives and neighbors traveled together in those days, 

and several surnames connected with Dillards in Culpeper records were in the South Carolina 1790 

census. 

Laurens James's Revolutionary War pension application, granted in 1834, says that he served as a 

private and a captain from 1775 to 1785 in most of the South Carolina battles. He married first Mary 

Ramage, a South Carolina girl who became a Revolutionary War heroine. After being forced to give a 

British and Tory company supper, she made an all-night ride to warn her husband's company that the 

enemy planned a dawn attack. Laurens James's service after the Revolution was against the Cherokees 

in the neighborhood of Rabun County. He became prosperous and is found in numerous deed records in 
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which he acted as justice of the peace, witnessed a deed, or bought or sold land. Mary (Ramage) Dillard 

had seven children, and Mary (Puckett) Dillard, his second wife, who outlived him, 
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also had seven. Laurens James died 4 December 1836, leaving a will which named his surviving children. 

William Dillard, with two other Culpeper County men--Charles Duncan and Phileman Dedright--enlisted 

for the Revolution on 20 September 1780. William is described as 27 years old, a farmer, 5 10 2/5 tall, 

with light hair and gray eyes. It is tempting to speculate about why he enlisted at that particular time. 

War was exciting but had not yet been fought on Virginia soil. The southern battles were being fought in 

South Carolina. Had adventure passed William by? Or were a wife, Mary (Norman) Dillard, and seven 

small children and one on the way too much for him? From an 1873 letter to Lyman Copeland Draper, 

Anne Boyce, one of Laurens James's three surviving children, we learn that William was Laurens James's 

brother, and that William was killed in the Battle of Eutaw Springs (8 September 1781), in which both 

brothers participated. Each stated he was born in Culpeper County, Laurens James in his pension 

application, and Eutaw William when he enlisted. He must have looked forward to seeing his brother 

again after almost eight years. 

Samuel, the third Dillard, moved his family to South Carolina after the Revolution. Samuel is accepted as 

son of George of Culpeper County. He did not go directly to South Carolina, but went first to Pittsylvania 

County with his father-in-law, Christopher Hutchin(g)s and his wife Anne's people. A young landless man 

was often helped by his father-in-law's support for a time. He was listed in both the 1790 Virginia 

census, really the 1782 tax list, and the 1790 South Carolina census, where he was in Ninety-Six District, 

Laurens County. There he died before 7 October 1805. Samuel, his children, his lifetime activities from 

Virginia and South Carolina records, and one line of descent from his son John Dillard are well covered 

by Marjorie Lee Dildy Holland in Sims P. and Melissa Hendricks Dillard: Their Ancestors and Descendants 

Through Their Great Grandchildren. 

A happy surprise was identifying the fourth former Culpeper man who migrated to South Carolina. For 

more than twenty years, ever since I first read Dillard names in that 1790 census, I've wondered about 

the James Dillard with 3 males over 16, 1 under 16, 5 females, no other free persons, and no slaves, who 

was in Camden District, Fairfield County. And the completely unexpected answer is that he was James 

Dillard, son of Thomas Dillard, Sr. Two letters, one from Betty Helf (Mrs. Joe F.) and one from John C. 

Dillard, of Bessemer, Alabama, combined with what I already knew, solved that problem. 

Betty Helf sent copies of three Dillard articles--"William Dillard," by Beulah Melton; "Samuel Dillard," by 

Almond Morris; and "Moses Dillard," by Beulah Melton--from Alice S. McCabe, Gwinnett County 

Families, 1818-1968 (Georgia), published for Gwinnett Historical Society [pp. 154-160]. If William Dillard 

was born in 1770 in Halifax County, Virginia, as the article states, he must have been a child of one of 
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Thomas Dillard, Sr.'s sons. This was the only Dillard family in records there at that time. Thomas Dillard, 

Jr., who named his ten children in his will, listed no son William. No will of James has been found, and a 

son Thomas was the only one of James's sons who was named in the 1774 will of Thomas Dillard, Sr. So 

this William probably was a previously unknown son of James. 

 

Begin page 26 of the: DILLARD ANNUAL, Vol. 5, Jan., 1998, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard. 

 

John C. Dillard was one of five John Dillards at the 1995 reunion and is not here today because of illness. 

Among a number of copies of South Carolina records, John C. Dillard included an abstract of a deed 

dated 28 June 1787 from William Hogan, of Chester County, South Carolina, to James Dillard for 160 

acres and a 31 December 1791 deed in which James Dillard and wife Percilla Dillard of Fairfield County, 

sold the same 160 acres to John Foots, of Chester County. No other James Dillard except the son of 

Thomas, Sr., in my database of more than fifteen thousand names had a wife Percilla, Presilla, or Priscilla 

or any similar spelling. The Henry County, Virginia, marriage bonds record the marriage of William 

Hogans and Nancy Dillard on 19 January 1780 and indicate she was "daughter of James Dillard." Howard 

Jones said that he found James Dillard as a militia captain in Henry County during the Revolution. Henry 

County was cut off from Pittsylvania County in 1776. James Dillard's probable son John was a prominent 

Henry County man. Add the fact that the usual care giver for aging parents is a daughter. Put all these 

facts together, and the conclusion follows that William and Nancy Hogan(s) removed to South Carolina 

and that Nancy's parents, James and Priscilla Dillard, also resided there. The resulting article and a 

possible family group chart including those who could have been James and Priscilla's children were sent 

to those who were thought to be interested. 

The last of these Culpeper County Dillards to move to South Carolina was Major, son of George Dillard. 

Major is found briefly in Pittsylvania County, when he was sued for debt by his cousin, Thomas Dillard, 

Jr., and in Fauquier County before being listed in the 1800 Fairfield County census as 1 male over 45 with 

1 female over 45 and 1 slave. He is thought to have died in South Carolina. Like others, he had gone to 

where kin lived. Major is the only one of these South Carolina settlers not known to have had children. 

And this brings us full circle back to the book of research notes on Culpeper County Dillards. 

Genealogists like to talk about their successes, but confessing to errors is another matter entirely. No 

one likes to make mistakes, but sometimes an error leads to ultimate good when it can be corrected and 

the truth made known. One of the commonest genealogical errors is confusing two people of the same 

name. Ironically a discovery that seemed so fortunate at the time caused a serious error in the book. As 

is often the case, evidence that Laurens James and William were brothers became known to 

genealogists long after the lifetimes of these people. Nancy Boyce's letter of 1873 to Lyman Copeland 

Draper, compiler of the Draper Manuscripts and long-time researcher of the American Revolution, was 

found in Katherine Reynolds' book, The Dillard Family in the DAR Library. Nancy wrote that her father 

"was with General Sumter at the Battle of Eutaw Springs and lost his brother William Dillard who was 
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killed in that battle." This indirect evidence was sufficient proof that Laurens James and Eutaw William 

were brothers. 

Aha! I thought. Great! Here's another son of George no one has known about! He wasn't mentioned in 

George's 1790 will because he was killed 8 September 1781. What a great discovery! I sent the 

information to Marjorie Holland, who was then writing her book. She wrote it to John Henry Dillard, 

who was then researching his ancestry with trips all over the country, and who was descended from this 

Eutaw William. 
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It wasn't until I was writing Dillard Research Notes that this conclusion bothered me. For years Captain 

James Dillard, born in Culpeper County and later of Laurens County, South Carolina, has been accepted 

as the James mentioned as son of George Dillard in his 1790 Culpeper County will. Some women have 

even been accepted by Daughters of the American Colonists and Colonial Dames of XVII as descendants 

of this James and his father, George Dillard, of Culpeper County. George's will disturbed me. Why did he 

leave nothing to his grandchildren, the children of William? When debts owed to British merchants were 

being collected after 1800, the British Mercantile Claims collector was told that William Dillard was killed 

while serving in the American army, that he was a dissipated man, and that his family were in such 

distress after he was killed that some of his children were taken and supported by friends. Increasingly 

this bothered me. It was unnatural that a grandfather should ignore his grandchildren's need even if he 

disapproved of their father. George was prosperous enough to have helped the family. Even so, I wasn't 

disturbed enough to stop writing. 

Lucile Johnson had told me she suspected James and William of being sons of someone else, not 

George. I challenged her to find an official record to prove that another James was a son of George. I 

had researched Virginia records in Richmond, Washington, and Salt Lake City to such an extent that I 

thought I had found everything about Dillards through Revolutionary War times. So I finished page 81 

and the introduction, boxed the twelve copies, and mailed them on 16 June 1996, breathing a big sigh of 

relief that it was finished and I could get on with other things. Later "Errata" and some additions were 

mailed. 

Then came the sad aftermath. Two and a half months after I mailed Dillard Research Notes Lucile found 

the record she needed. It wasn't much, but it clearly showed that another James Dillard was in Culpeper 

County while Captain James Dillard, of Laurens County, fought battles in South Carolina. I had made an 

error. Here was a New James! Well, pride goeth before a fall. Raleigh Travers Green wrote in his Notes 

on Culpeper County, Virginia, 

"In a work of this kind, mistakes in the way of omission, and some misstatements, are bound to occur. A 

work on genealogy without such, is an impossibility." However, I couldn't be too sad about it. We had 
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definitely needed a different James to keep George from being a heart - less grandfather, and Lucile 

found him. Here is the explanation. 

More than twenty years earlier (18 July 1975) I had copied the indexes to the Revolu- tionary War Public 

Service Claims in card files in the Virginia State Library (now Library of Virginia) but always had too much 

other searching in Richmond to take time for the court records. My own Dillard ancestor left Virginia 

even before the French and Indian War. These public claims were impressments made on Virginians for 

goods needed by the militia and the Continental Line when the Revolution moved into Virginia in 

February 1781 and culminated in Cornwallis's surrender after the Battle of Yorktown 19 October 1781. 

Increasingly abstracts of records are being published. Lucile Johnson found "Publick Claims" for Culpeper 

County printed in Janice L. Abercrombie and Richard Slatten's Virginia 
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Revolutionary "Publick" Claims, Culpeper County (1995). Using Laurens James's Revolutionary War 

pension application, she proved by dates of the battles in which Laurens James fought that he was not in 

Culpeper County in April 1781 and that another James Dillard was. 

Receipts were issued when the goods were collected, and later court hearings before commissioners in 

every county determined the value of what was taken from each person. The index cards did not tell 

what was impressed, but the published items about the court hearings did. Property was impressed in 

March through December, 1781. The following impressments were evaluated in courts in March and 

April 1782: George Dillard, 325# of beef in Sept. 1781 and 215# beef in Sept. 1781; John Dillard, 660# 

beef in Dec. 1781; Robert Strother, 350# beef in Dec. 1781. Below are the crucial entries. First is the 

index entry from the card file. Second is the printed court record. Both are needed for clearness. 

Dillard, James (John Dillard, assignee)/ PSC Culpeper Co., Court Booklet I, p. 25. Commissioner's Book II, 

p. 81. 

p. 22: March 5th, 1782. The Court met according to adjournment and made the following valuations. 

p. 25: James Dillard pr. doctors cert. April 1781 for 34 8a. whiskey for John Dillard. 

That whiskey really did me in! Captain James Dillard's pension application showed that he was in the 

Battle of King's Mountain 17 October 1780, the Battle of Williams Fort 31 December 1780, the Battle of 

Cowpens 17 January 1781, and the Siege of Ninety-Six from 22 May until 18 June 1781. The court record 

clearly indicates that in April 1781 James Dillard delivered 34 gallons of whiskey impressed from John 

Dillard. Whiskey was traditionally used by surgeons to ease the pain of amputations. And many farmers 

had stills, because whiskey could be easily transported, and thus the grain became a cash crop. 

Obviously Captain James of South Carolina was fighting the Revolutionary War when George's son James 

delivered 34 gallons of whiskey assessed his brother. This James was likely George's youngest child, 

since the 1787 tax list of Virginia showed that a young man 16-21 lived with George Dillard. 



The Dillard Family Association - The Dillard Annuals 

131 
 

After the error about James was discovered, I probably should have written John M. Dillard and released 

him from his invitation to me to speak here. However, I expected to find some indication of James and 

William's parents easily and rewrite Dillard Research Notes almost immediately. It hasn't worked out 

that way. Reading all possible Culpeper Dillard records, including all deeds on microfilm, then copying 

and abstracting them and especially the forty-nine page court report of the Norman/Dillard 1830-1831 

land case, I became quite involved and thoroughly interested in the Dillard-Norman soap opera that was 

evolving. These people became real human beings, involved in very human activities to solve problems. 
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Would the bad guys get the land? Or would our side win? Mary Norman Dillard's older brother thought 

he should have inherited all his father's land. After his death his children and their spouses instituted a 

Writ of Right to get the land that Mary had willed her children in 1815. The children had sold the land 

immediately. The defendants were the people who rightfully occupied the land. Evidence in that case 

went back many years. In it was a transcription of Lord Fairfax's original Northern Neck grant to Mary 

(Norman) Dillard's father, a copy of Joseph Norman's 1783-1784 will, and evidence. Well, our side won. 

The tenants kept the land. The bad guys had to pay court costs. But a great deal of genealogical 

evidence was disclosed before the verdict was reached. 

One item in the index of the Culpeper Court Minute Book really surprised me: "Dillard Colvin remanded 

to jail 229. " I could hardly wait to find page 229 to learn why this Dillard became a jail bird. (LDS Film 

#0030974) What sort of crime did he commit? (This was after he had been in the militia during the War 

of 1812, since it was 1823-1825.) We hadn't had any other jail birds among the Culpeper County Dillards. 

He was a new Dillard, too. He must have been the son of John and Sarah Dillard Colvin and a grandson of 

George Dillard. 

There's not a lot of humor in most court reports, but I still have to smile at this one on page 229: "Dillard 

Colvin having made a noise at the Court House in the face & presence of the Court it is ordered that for 

this same contempt he be committed to Jail untill the rising of the Court this day." 

Another incident I found amusing was also in the court case. Two Wilkes County, North Carolina Justices 

were taking depositions of witnesses, which would be used for the plaintiffs in the Virginia land case. 

The justices certified to the Virginia court clerk that after they "first publickly Cald and with a loud & 

audible voice at the court House door three times" the names of the three defendants, who were in at 

that time in Culpeper County, Virginia. Thus the law was satisfied that the defendants were given 

opportunity to hear the depositions. 

Some records have raised more questions instead of answering them. Those who received the first 

copies have received mailings with reports of records as I have had time. When will Culpeper Research 



The Dillard Family Association - The Dillard Annuals 

132 
 

Notes be rewritten? I can't tell. When or if it is, it will be considerably longer than the first one, even if 

some of the questions can't be answered. 

A serious error is disappointing, but some progress has been made. Using an early state as an artificial 

parent of the earliest-known Dillard ancestor is an effective device used for locating all known 

individuals connected with that person. The computer has found parents of several of these who were 

originally entered as son or daughter of a state. Early states were made artificial parents. Then the 

earliest known Dillard ancestor of an individual who could trace his ancestors back several generations 

was entered as a son or daughter of that early state. When a new discovery gives a clue to that person's 

origin, the computer is especially helpful in finding all those connected with him. The editor of the Clan 

Ewing 
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Journal was so enthusiastic after I told him about the device that he plans to use it to help Ewing 

descendants. 

The book should be rewritten, but so much more research has been done that it would be long and time 

consuming to add it and especially to analyze it to determine what each document adds or what 

questions it raises. Every time something new is discovered, it seems to add a built-in question or some 

new problem to solve. 

Fortunately one of Eutaw William's descendants, a superb researcher, is working on it. He is John T. 

Dillard, of Oregon, son of the man who first wrote of the family, John Henry Dillard. Both of them are 

here today, and John T. is your next speaker. He searches courthouse records in Culpeper County, 

looking not only for Dillards but also for all surnames that are mentioned in any action connected with a 

Dillard as spouse, witness to deed or will, or purchaser or seller of land. This is research in depth. 

With that kind of research, the continuing help of the Dillard Family Association, our habit of sharing our 

discoveries, and our increasing ability to find and analyze correctly the facts we discover, we can hope 

that my 1975 prophecy, written when Marjorie Holland was going to Dallas to talk with Frank S. Powers 

about George Dillard-Priscilla Major genealogy, and the three of us were sharing records and 

information, will be achieved. 

Some day we Dillards will have reward: 

Statistics all replete 

With all our places, dates, and names- 

A family tree complete! 
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charts, on-site research notes from VA and Hardin County, KY, elsewhere, about his ancestor, James 

Dillard, son of William, who was killed 8 September 1781 in the Revolu- tionary War Battle of Eutaw 

Springs in South Carolina. 

Dillard, John James and Sara Hammett Dillard, data on descendants of William W. Dillard to the present, 

plus their research in courthouses, cemeteries, libraries in letters and personal interviews from 

November 1995 through March 1996. 

"Dillard, W. W.," A Twentieth Century History and Biographical Record of North and West Texas, Vol 2. 

Originally Chicago, New York: The Lewis Publishing Company, 1906. Published on demand by University 

Microfilm., Ann Arbor, MI: 1971. Copy in the writer's files. 

Helf, Betty (Mrs. Joe F.). Letter to DDH containing copies of 3 Dillard articles from Alice S. 

McCabe, Gwinnett County [GA] Families, 1818-1968, published for Gwinnett County Historical Society, 

pp. 154-160. 

Holland, Marjorie Lee Dildy. Sims P. and Melissa Hendricks Dillard: Their Ancestors and Descendants 

Through Their Great Grandchildren. Tahloquah, OK: Author, 1980. Gift copy. 

Hughes, Dorothy Dillard. Dillard Research Notes: Culpeper County, Virginia Dillards and Two Related 

Families of South Carolina. 

Reynolds, Katherine. The Dillard Family, Vol. 1, Vol. 2. Houston, TX: Typescript by author, 1975, pp. 19-

21, 22, 312. 
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Stratton, Eugene Aubrey. Applied Genealogy. Salt Lake City, UT: Ancestry Incorporated, (c) by author 

1988, pp. 127, 51. 

 

Begin page 32 of the: DILLARD ANNUAL, Vol. 5, Jan., 1998, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard. 

 

My Caroline 

by Sara L. Buckmaster 

Caroline, the oldest child of James and Sarah Barnard Dillard was born August 17, 1817, in Buncombe 

County, North Carolina.1 Caroline and her sister Marinda, born 1819, are listed as being born in North 

Carolina, while the next child, Arzelia, is listed as being born in Georgia.2 Caroline probably was little 

more than a toddler when her parents, sister, and grandfather, John Dillard, moved into Rabun County, 

Georgia. 

Almost nothing has been found about Caroline's early childhood in Rabun County. It can only be 

surmised that as the oldest child she helped with household chores and the caring of her seven younger 

siblings. Caroline would have been almost twenty years old when the last child of James and Sarah 

Dillard was born in 1836 3, a year before she married. 

Caroline was married in Rabun County by her uncle, (Justice of the Peace, O.T. Dickerson), to William 

Lambert on March 2, 1837.4 How did she meet William? He was a tailor in Franklin, Macon County, 

North Carolina, and census records indicate the Lambert family was in Macon County in 1830.5 Were the 

Dillards and Lamberts known to each other prior to the Dillards moving into Georgia? 

It is known that when Orville Barnard died years later (1865), William M.D. Lambert was named 

administrator of the property owned by Barnard in Habersham County, Georgia.6 Then in 1868 when 

Andrew Barnard died, William M.D. Lambert was again named administrator of the property owned by 

Andrew Barnard. Both Barnards have been listed as brothers to Sarah Barnard Dillard.7 There is strong 

evidence that William's mother was born in South Carolina8, and his father's family lived in York County, 

South Carolina.9 Sarah Barnard Dillard birthplace has been listed as South Carolina.10 Were the Barnards 

and Lamberts known to each other in South Carolina? 

William M. D. Lambert and an age appropriate female for his spouse are enumerated on the 1840 

census of Macon County, North Carolina. One male aged ten to fifteen years is also listed.11 It is not 

known who this boy is, perhaps a relative or worker. James R. Lambert, born December 21, 1842,12 was 

the only known child of Caroline and William Lambert. This child would have been born over five years 

after their marriage. Were there other children who died young? Caroline knew this child only briefly, as 

she died nine days after he was born. The obituary for Caroline states: 
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"DIED 

In Franklin, Macon County, on the 30th ult., Mrs. Caroline, wife of Mr. Wm. Lambert, aged about 25 

years. She was an acceptable member of the Methodist E. Church, and left an assurance to her bereaved 

friends and relations that their loss is her gain; and that she has gone to those mansions which Christ has 

in reserve for the finally faithful."13 It is not known where she is buried. 

Few family stories sifted down from James R. Lambert. The writer remembers her father and an elderly 

aunt relating that when their father was two weeks old, his grandmother rode forty miles on a mule to 

bring young James R. Lambert to her home.14 Which grandmother was not known, and it would be 

almost one hundred fifty years after Caroline's death before it was discovered that it was Sarah Dillard 

who brought him to her home in Rabun Gap. (Twenty miles to Franklin and twenty miles back!) For 

whatever can be derived or read into the following, it states that on January 5, 1843 (about two weeks 

after young James was born), James Dillard sold a young negro boy, Isom, aged 10, to William M.D. 

Lambert for three hundred dollars.15 This Bill of Sale was filed some ten years later in Habersham 

County, Georgia, where William had remarried in 1846 and was living there.16 Why was this filed years 

later? Does it really mean anything? Answers to these questions probably will never be known. 

Oddly, James R. Lambert appears on the 1850 census twice! Once in the home of William M.D. Lambert 

in Habersham County, and also in the home of James Dillard in Rabun County.17 The writer's brother 

recalls a family story of a mean step-mother. This story and the 1850 census is the only evidence that 

James R. might have lived a short while with his father. On the 1860 census of Rabun County, James R. 

Lambert is the only person listed with James and Sarah Dillard.19 

James R. Lambert, who never knew his mother, did not name any of his daughters Caroline. However, 

his youngest son, the writer's father, was named Jesse Dillard Lambert. So far as it is known, my father, 

who was always addressed as "Dillard," never knew for whom he was named. The name Caroline has 

not been found in the ancestry among earlier Dillards, Lamberts, Barnards, or McDowells. Though 

among Caroline's descendants there are several Carolines, with one born as recently as 1992. One other 

oddity relating to names concerns the second family of William M.D. Lambert. The youngest child of this 

family born in 1858 in Habersham County was named John Dillard Lambert!20 

The writer is indebted to James Dillard for naming James R. Lambert in his 1861 will "...my grandson 

James R. Lambert son of my daughter Caroline Lambert wife of William M.D. Lambert..."21 This is the 

only civil record found that anchors James R. Lambert with his Dillard grandparents. The 1850 and 1860 

census records do not list his relationship. Thus, because Caroline died very young, little information has 

been found concerning this oldest child of James and Sarah Barnard Dillard. It is only from researching 

those about her 
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can we ever come to know my Caroline. 

 

References 

1Family history sheets in possession of Malcolm Dillard, Dillard, Georgia. 

2Family group sheets in possession of Anne Dickerson, Dillard, Georgia. 

3Ibid. 

4Marriage Book A, Record of Marriage Licenses, 1820-1849 Rabun County Courthouse, Clayton, Georgia. 

51830 Census Record, Macon County, North Carolina. 

6Deed Book T, pages 143-144 (1865), Habersham County Courthouse, Clarkesville, Georgia. 

7Deed Book U, pages 254-255, Habersham County Courthouse, Clarkesville, Georgia. 

8Research by Frances Hebert, Mission Viejo, California and by Kay Cunningham, Plattsmouth, Nebraska. 

91850 Census Record, Macon County, North Carolina. 

101800 Census Record, York County, South Carolina. Estate settlement of Samuel Lambert, York County, South 

Carolina. Estate Papers. 

111840 Census Record, Macon County, North Carolina. 

12Family Bible in possession of Cheever Harold Lambert, Galveston, Texas and family history sheets in possession of 

Malcolm Dillard, Dillard, Georgia. 

13The Highland Messenger (Asheville, North Carolina) 13 January 1843. 

14Jesse Dillard Lambert, (1897-1966), father. Lillie Belle Lambert Johnson (1884-1965), aunt. 

15Deed Book RR (1848-1871), Habersham County Courthouse, Clarkesville, Georgia. 

16Ibid. 

171850 Census Records, Rabun County, Georgia and 1850 Census Records, Habersham County, Georgia. 

18J.D. Lambert, Lafayette, Louisiana, brother. 

191860 Census Records, Rabun County, Georgia. 

20Tri-County Advertiser, Clarkesville, Georgia, Thursday, March 1, 1934, page 1. "...John Dillard Lambert, death 

occurred Friday afternoon, February 23, 1934..." 



The Dillard Family Association - The Dillard Annuals 

137 
 

21Daughters of the American Revolution Lineage Book, Volume 84, page 33. 

 

Begin page 35 of the: DILLARD ANNUAL, Vol. 5, Jan., 1998, Compiled and edited by John M. Dillard. 

 

The Franklin Press, July 21, 1897 

Researcher Anne G. Dickerson of Dillard, Georgia found and made a copy of the following news account 

which appeared in The Franklin Press (Franklin, North Carolina, a few miles north of Dillard, Georgia) on 

July 21, 1897, in column one of the editorial page with spelling, capitalization and punctuation 

unaltered: 

"R. L. Dillard Killed 

 

Found Dead in Bed with a Bullet in the Brain 

 

Was it Suicide, or Was it Murder: Domestic Trouble the Cause 

 

Verdict of the Coroner's Jury 

"Robert L. Dillard of Dillard, Rabun County, Ga., was killed on Wednesday morning, July 14, 1897. From a 

special correspondent we have the following account: 

On Wednesday morning about 3 o'clock, the quiet slumbers of the people living about the store and 

Dillard P. O., were broken by loud screams, at the late residence of J. B. Dillard, deceased; and hastened 

to learn the cause. On arriving it was found that Mrs. Robert Dillard was screaming and saying "Lord 

have mercy. Bob has killed himself." she was in her night clothes, bareheaded and barefoot, running 

toward Mr. J. M. York's her brother in law and calling him. Mr. York met her and carried her to him 

home and then went back to see what "Bob" had done. he in company with three or four others went 

into the house where a dim light was burning and into a back room and found the lifeless body of R. L. 

Dillard on a bed with a bullet hole in his right temple. I, in company with Dr. Green arrived about this 

time, and the body was straightened out, his people were hastily sent for, and also the Coroner was sent 

for, but he was away from home, so if an inquest was to be held the Justice would have to do it, but he 

was in doubt as to his duty, so he went to Clayton for advice, and the next morning the inquest was 

held. The substance of the evidence was about as follows: Bob and his wife had not been getting along 

together for quite awhile, he had been dealing in whisky and drinking hard for some time. On Monday 

before he had told Mr. York that the way Albert and Anna (his wife) were doing he could stand it no 

longer and would kill somebody, had given his wife a severe beating on Monday evening, and when his 

brother Bead interfered, said he would kill her if she did not behave herself, she also had said that if he 

ever struck her again she would kill him, had said this different times, he had threatened to kill himself 

several times. When found was lying on left side with bullet hole in right temple, eyes and mouth 
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perfectly closed as if asleep, was covered up all but arms and shoulders, right hand open left closed, 

pistol lying about six inches from right hand; bed had appearance of but one person occupying it, the 

blood had all run down 
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over his face and had collected in one small pool. His wife swore she was in bed with him when he shot, 

did not know he had shot himself, did not know he was dead till next day when informed by Mrs. 

Powell. 

"The verdict of the jury was: "Deceased came to his death by a pistol in the hands of an unknown 

person". 

Column three on the same page captioned "Tennessee Valley News" reads as follows: 

"About 3 o'clock last Wednesday morning the alarm was made that Bob Dillard had killed himself. In a 

short time six or eight men were gathered and found him lying on the bed with his brains shot out, lying 

as if he had been asleep. There was a lamp burning in his room. It seems that there was no one present 

that night but himself, his wife and two children. His wife gave the alarm, and was gone from the room 

before anyone got there. An inquest was held, and 12 or 15 witnesses were examined. It seems to be a 

complicated matter. The verdict of the jury was that he killed by a pistol shot fired by an unknown hand. 

A pistol was found lying on the bed. There was a great deal of excitement about the matter........ 

....."Mr. G.W.C. Wikle and wife, Mr. Geo. M. Dillard, Mrs. Jno. H. Corn and son, Mr. Sumner Berrong and 

wife, attended the funeral of their brother, Bob Dillard, last Thursday. The services were conducted by 

Rev. W. S. Whitmire, of Clayton....July 19, 1897. A.G.D." 

Editor's note: the public records of Rabun County prove that Albert Lafayette Dillard (1864- 1907), a 

former sheriff of Rabun County and brother of Robert L. Dillard, served as conservator of the property of 

his mother, Rachel McKinney Dillard, who was judicially declared incompetent in July, 1897. Albert 

Dillard also served as executor of her estate two years later in 1899. Albert L. Dillard about 1900 moved 

to Westminster, South Carolina. South Carolina censuses show that prior to his late in life marriage, he 

lived in the house of his brother, William McKinney Dillard. He married Callie Hull (later Owens by 

remarriage). He died and was buried in Westminster at age 43 survived by a daughter who was born two 

days prior to the date of his death. This daughter was Alberta Calhoun Dillard (Thurman) Scarborough 

who resided in Atlanta, Georgia and died childless. Anna Sams Dillard left her native Rabun County for 

employment in Greenville, South Carolina after the above incident occurred. Lillie Dillard (Fowler) and 

Robert Dwight Dillard, the two children of Robert L. Dillard and Anna Sams, were taken in and raised for 

a year or two by Beavert R. Dillard and Fannie Green Dillard. The descendants of these two children 

regularly participate in Dillard reunions. Anna Sams Dillard later married David M. Layne by whom she 

had two more children, resided, died and was buried in Forest City, North Carolina. 
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Queries 

If any reader is interested in submitting a genealogical query to the Dillard Annual, please forward it to 

our Secretary Treasurer for submission to one of several Dillard historians and rely. 

Deceased 

Lt. Col. William Robert "Bob" Lambert, of Mineloa, Texas died October 27, 1997. Bob attended Dillard 

reunions and was a great grandson of Caroline Dillard Lambert, daughter of James Dillard and Sarah 

Barnard Dillard. He was a B-52 bomber pilot in World War II and served in the Korean War. He was a 

retired construction engineer. 

 

Statement of Publication 

Dillard Annual 

The Dillard Annual is published once each year by the Dillard Family Association. In that it is non-profit, 

no part of this publication can be republished for profit without the express written permission of the 

writer of each article, each of which reserves all rights whatsoever. Inquiries should be addressed to 

John M. Dillard, Post Office Box 91, Greenville, South Carolina, 29602. 
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DILLARD FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

REUNION REGISTRATION FORM 

Please complete and return to Rachael Dillard Scott, Secretary-Treasurer, Dillard Family Association, 217 

Indian Trail, Anderson, S. C. 29625. 

Name(s)______________________________________________________________________ 
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Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________Telephone ( )______________ 

_____Enclosed is my check for $15.00 for 1998 membership payable to Dillard Family Association. 

_____I expect to attend the 1998 Reunion. I will be accompanied by:___________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____I cannot attend the 1998 Reunion, but want to retain my membership. 

_____I expect to attend the 1998 History Session. 

_____I expect to attend the 1998 Saturday night Reunion dinner. 

Do you know any stories about the Dillards you could tell at the 

Reunion?_____________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any Dillard or related kin photographs, objects of art or documents you would like to show 

us and tell us about at a reunion? If so, what? 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

______I would like to participate as a speaker in the Dillard History Sessions. 

______I would like to research and prepare a manuscript for the Dillard Annual. 

______I would like to assist in editing and preparation of the Dillard Annual. 

______I would be willing to serve as an officer of the Dillard Family Association. 

Anything else you can tell us that would help to make your membership and the reunions more 

entertaining and meaningful? 

_____________________________________________. 

Dillard Family Association, Copyright © 1998 by the Dillard Family Association. 

 

End of the full text of the, DILLARD ANNUAL, Vol. 5; Jan., 1998, pages 1-38  
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1999 Dillard Reunion is Second Weekend in June 

President John T. Dillard of Monroe, Oregon indicates that plans are being made for the History Session 

and Reunion of the Dillard Family Association at Dillard, Georgia for the second weekend in June, 1999. 

That is June 12 and 13. Please mark your calendar.  The reunion will be held at the Dillard House. For the 

convenience to all events and past courtesies of the Dillard House to the Dillard Family Association, 

registration at the Dillard House is encouraged.  Reservations should be made early to avoid “no 

vacancies.” 

History Session speakers will include John T. Dillard discussing the use of deeds as a source of 

genealogical discovery, Pat Bracey Greenwood of Joelton, Tennessee on some Tennessee Dillards, Joann 

Green McAbee of Greer, South Carolina on some South Carolina Dillards, and Kathryn L. Paintin of New 
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Orleans, Louisana giving a biographical sketch of W.R.L. Ritchie. Others may be added. Further details of 

the 1999 Reunion will be mailed out at a subsequent date. 

President John T. Dillard is requesting volunteers to give talks of ten to fifteen minutes on their 

particular Dillard lines at the Ninth Annual Dillard History Session. Please contact John T. Dillard at (541) 

847-5761, John M. Dillard at (864) 271-8610 or write Odelle K. Hamby, Secretary-Treasurer if you would 

like to volunteer. 

Each speaker is requested to prepare a written draft of his speech with sources of authority cited for 

publication in the Dillard Annual for the year 2000. 

New Dillard Association Homepage on the Internet 

The Dillard Family Association now has its own homepage or website on the Internet. All previously 

published Dillard Annuals are available to anyone for reading or copying.  

Additional indexing and materials will take place with time. To access this home page, type the following 

underlined URL or web address into your internet program: 

http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~dillard/ 

This homepage, which is free of charge to the Association and user, is the result of many hours of hard 

work and the computer expertise of John James Dillard of Arlington, Texas, who got us off to a fast 

running start.  John James Dillard is a librarian with the University of Texas at Arlington. His wife, Sara 

Frances Hammett Dillard, is catalogue librarian with Texas Christian University in Fort Worth. John James 

is a descendant of William Dillard of Culpeper County, Virginia who was killed in the South Carolina 

Revolutionary Battle of Eutaw Springs. Both John James and Sara are natives of Texas.  We appreciate 

their tremendous work in promoting Dillard history.  

Dillard History in E-Mail Available in “Dillard-L/-D” 

A Dillard genealogical “listserv” (e-mail service for subscribers) was started last year by John James 

Dillard and his wife, Sara, of Arlington, Texas. It is free. The purpose of this service is to provide a forum 

to inquire about and share Dillard genealogical information. As of this date, there are over 170 

subscribers from all parts of the United States covering many branches of the Dillard family. To 

subscribe to this e-mail service, send a message over your e-mail to DILLARD-L-request@rootsweb.com. 

Leave the subject line blank, and put only one word in the body of the message: “subscribe”. If you want 

to simultaneously send a message to all 170 odd subscribers, send it to DILLARD-L@rootsweb.com. If 

you have problems in getting into this listserv, contact John James Dillard who owns and manages this 

listserv. 

In Memoriam:  Lucile R. Johnson  

https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/mailto:DILLARD-L-request@rootsweb.com
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/mailto:DILLARD-L@rootsweb.com
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One of our top Dillard genealogists, Lucile Robinson Johnson, of Little Rock, Arkansas left us suddenly on 

October 9, 1998 at age 69 after a brief illness. She had been an avid Dillard scholar since her college 

days. The daughter of an Arkansas Supreme Court justice, Lucile became interested in Dillard genealogy 

when her grandmother of Independence County, Arkansas on being asked why a portrait of Abraham 

Lincoln hung over the living room mantel replied, “We do not discuss unpleasant things.”  That remark 

referred to the deep Arkansas Dillard family divisions during the Civil War. 

That led Lucile into pioneering the discovery of who were the ancestors of the northeastern Arkansas 

Dillards who descended from Thomas Dillard, a son of Revolutionary John Dillard who died in Rabun 

County, Georgia. 

Lucile was a speaker at the Dillard Reunions and a frequent contributor to the Dillard Annual. The 

leading authority on the Arkansas Dillards, she researched and wrote the history of the Dillard 

Department Stores from the Laurens County Dillards who settled in southwestern Arkansas. 

A determined researcher, she examined in the most minute detail each and every circumstance and 

person surrounding every event of Dillard history. Her proof was impeccable with no guesswork.  

Her right to the point sense of humor came through when she upset traditional Dillard theories about 

ancestry with her thoroughness. In the past few months Lucile discovered the “second” James Dillard in 

Culpeper County, which upset the cast in stone theory that Laurens District, South Carolina Captain 

James Dillard and his brother, William Dillard, were the sons of George Dillard of  Culpeper County, 

Virginia. She called this an “oops!” in a recent Dillard Annual article.   

  

Lucile’s death is a deep loss to all Dillards interested in preserving Dillard history. We are grateful to her 

for her contributions to Dillard genealogy.  She could see through a genealogical problem when others 

could not. That will be missed.  Above all, we will miss that vivacious personality and determination to 

move things around, get them done, and seeing that they were done right. 

Lucile is survived by her husband, Dr. Henry D. Johnson, a Little Rock internist, a daughter, Joy J. Griffin, 

and a son, Matthew Henry Johnson. 

1998 Reunion: Remembering the Confederacy 

Over 80 people attended the Saturday night dinner of the 1998 Dillard Reunion.  Approximately 70 

attended the Eighth Annual History Session presided over by John M. Dillard. This was the largest 

attendance ever for the history session. The theme was the Confederacy in that many expressed a wish 

to have a program with later period family history. Those attending were from all over the United States 

representing many different branches of the Dillard family. 
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Wayne Pailloz of Dillard, Georgia held the audience spell bound with his demonstration of the clothing 

and commonly carried possessions of a Confederate soldier as which he was dressed for this 

demonstration and informal talk.  

Anne G. Dickerson and Odelle K. Hamby gave a graphic presentation on James Dillard and Sarah Barnard 

Dillard and their children.  This included charts, copies of documents, family photographs, and included 

what could have been a photograph of Sarah Barnard Dillard. An article based on this presentation is 

published herein. A manuscript on the descendants and other kin of John Dillard of Rabun County with 

Civil War service was passed out and explained by John M. Dillard. This manuscript was prepared though 

the collective effort of many.  It is published in this Dillard Annual. 

Business Session: Dillard Family Association 

At the business session held late Saturday afternoon, John T. Dillard of Monroe, Oregon was elected 

President, Ed Singleton of Clayton, Georgia, as Vice President and Odelle K. Hamby of Rabun Gap, 

Georgia as Secretary-Treasurer to serve in office through the 1999 reunion.  

Resolutions of appreciation were enacted honoring Rachel Dillard Scott, retiring Secretary-

Treasurer, Dorothy Dillard Hughes for her support of the Dillard Family Association, and John Dillard and 

the staff of the Dillard House for the service and courtesies extended to the Dillard Family Association. 

Robert G. Dillard Dies at age 66 

Robert Gibbs Dillard, age 66, a resident of Kingsport, Tennessee, died on October 19, 1998. He was a 

great grandson of Robert L. Dillard and Anna Sams Dillard.  He frequently attended the Dillard Reunions 

and actively supported the Dillard Family Association and its work.  He is survived by his wife and two 

sons. 

Dorothy Hughes’ “Dillard Database” Now Contains 19,908 

names. 

Dorothy Dillard Hughes has over several years been accumulating Dillard genealogical data in her 

database which is annually filed with the Dillard Collection in the Rabun County Library.  This includes 

Dillards from every branch all over the United States, including one in England and one in Australia.  As 

of January 14, 1999, there are 19,908 names with 7,280 marriages programed into this database.  Please 

send your Dillard family data to Dorothy in order that she may continue this one of a kind project which 

is shared with all through the library. 

Dillard Annual Mailing Policy 
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Our mailing list to individuals is now 186. A majority of those appear to be Dillards not directly 

connected with the Rabun County, Georgia Dillards. Because of the increasing expense of printing and 

mailing, the Dillard Annual will be mailed only to dues paying members of the Dillard Family Association. 

If you would like to receive the Dillard Annual and reunion follow up notices, please join and send your 

dues of $15.00 covering 1998-1999 to Mrs. Odelle K. Hamby, Secretary-Treasurer. 

Statement of Publication: Dillard Annual 

The Dillard Annual © is a non-profit manuscript published annually by the Dillard Family Association 

beginning January 1, 1992. All individual articles are the property of each writer. The address of 

the Dillard Annual is Post Office Box 158, Dillard, Georgia 30537.  The cost of printing and mailing is paid 

for by the Dillard Family Association from the dues of its members. John M. Dillard, editor, Post Office 

Box 91, Greenville, South Carolina, 29602.  Special appreciation is extended to Anne G. Dickerson and 

Dorothy Dillard Hughes for their help in publishing the 1999 Dillard Annual. 

Descendants and Kin of John Dillard of Rabun County With 

Civil War Service, Confederate Units Included 

The men below listed who were from Rabun County, Georgia or nearby and who are descendants or 

other kin of Revolutionary War soldier John Dillard of that county served in the following units of 

service: 

            Six --- consisting of William F. Dillard, Leander M. Beavert, William Marshall McKinney, William L. 

Dickerson, and James R. Lambert --- served in the 24th Regiment, Georgia Volunteer Infantry (Rabun 

County Riflemen), Company E.  John H. Corn served in Company D of the same regiment. The 24th 

Georgia Regiment after being called for duty to Goldsboro, North Carolina as a part of the Army of 

Northern Virginia engaged in heavy combat and suffered severe casualties in Second Manassas, 

Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville (in which Lee attacked and defeated with 60,000 men Union General 

Hooker's 130,000 men), Gettysburg, Knoxville, Cedar Creek and the final siege and surrender at 

Petersburg and Richmond. It was also engaged in combat in the Wilderness and Spotsylvania. Out of its 

303 troops at Gettysburg, seventeen percent were disabled. Many were captured at Sayler's Creek. Only 

four officers and 56 men surrendered on April 9, 1865. [2]   

             Eight --- consisting of James Madison Ritchie, Riley Burton Richie, William L. Dickerson, William A. 

Martin, Jasper Hopper, James M. Neville, John Barnett Dillard and William Barnett Dillard (the last two 

named first served in the 4th Georgia Cavalry state militia as hereinafter mentioned) --- served in the 

11th Georgia Cavalry, Company F.  James Madison Ritchie appears to have also served in Company E, 

Young's Battalion which was a part of the 11th Regiment formed out of the 30th Cavalry Battalion. The 

11th Infantry Regiment, organized in the spring of 1861, was assigned to the Potomac District under 

General G. T. Anderson's Brigade, Army of Northern Virginia. It fought in the Seven Days' Battle, Cold 

Harbor and at Knoxville. It took part in the Petersburg siege and was active in conflicts around 

Appomattox. It lost 65 percent of its troops at Gettysburg. It surrendered at the end of the war with 16 
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officers and 176 men. [3]   Thomas Hopper served in the 52nd Georgia Regiment, Company F. This 

regiment was organized in April of 1862 principally from men from the Georgia counties of Habersham, 

White, Towns, and Fannin. It took part in the Cumberland Gap operations and then moved to Kentucky 

and later Mississippi. When Vicksburg fell, it was a part of the garrison which was captured. 

Exchanged and assigned to General Stovall's Brigade, it fought with the Army of Tennessee from 

Missionary Ridge to Nashville. [4] 

            Three --- John Barnett Dillard and his brother, Albert George Dillard, and William Barnett Dillard, 

son of Albert George Dillard, --- served in the 4th Georgia Cavalry (State Guards), H. W. Cannon's 

Company in Colonel Robert White's Regiment. Early in the war some 250 companies of Georgians 

enlisted in the state militia. [5]  The Georgia 4th Cavalry was mustered out of service on February 4, 

1864 in that the terms of the enlistments of the troops had expired. [6] This was set forth in a letter 

from Major General Howell Cobb, Commanding Officer. No history of combat for this regiment has been 

found, but the Georgia militia served with the regular Confederate troops during the Atlanta Campaign 

and in opposing Sherman’s March to the Sea. [7]  As above indicated, John Barnett Dillard and William 

Barnett Dillard joined the 11th Georgia Cavalry, Company F to continue fighting in the war. 

             A. J. Martin served in the Home Guard. The Home Guard consisted of men too old or too young 

to serve in combat and played a significant role in the Confederate effort. 

             George W. A. McKinney served in the 64th Georgia Regiment (Georgia Volunteers), Company B. 

Its men were recruited principally from Warren and Johnson counties. It shared in the battles, 

skirmishes and hardships of the Petersburg siege and the Appomattox operations. When this regiment 

surrendered, only nine officers and 93 men were present.[8]  

            James Bryan Conley served in the North Carolina 16th Regiment, Infantry (Thomas' Legion). 

Thomas' Legion, organized by William Holland Thomas who married a Dillard descendant, was state 

militia which consisted of Cherokee Indians and mountaineers principally from Western North Carolina 

in the brutal struggle between the residents of North Carolina and the strong Unionists in bordering 

Tennessee. This legion was often in conflict with both federal and state authorities in its unique 

role. [9]  R.G.A. Love of Haywood County served as regimental lieutenant colonel and James R. Love and 

Dillard L. Love, all Thomas Dillard, Jr. descendants, served as company officers in this regiment. [10] The 

16th Regiment was engaged in heavy combat in Virginia at Seven Pines, Mechanicsville, Frazier's Farm, 

Cold Harbor, Cedar Run, Second Manassas, Harper's Ferry, and Fredericksburg. Of the 321 engaged at 

Gettysburg, thirty seven percent were disabled. [11]  

             George W. L. Kelley served in Company G of North Carolina troops in battle at Malvern Hill. 

Brothers, Andrew J. Martin and James Monroe Martin, were residents of Rabun County, Georgia but one 

of them married a South Carolinian.  Both served in South Carolina Ist Regiment, Orr's Rifles, Company 

A. This regiment was organized at Sandy Springs, South Carolina (Anderson County) in July, 1861. Its 

men were principally residents of Abbeville, Pickens, Anderson and Marion Counties, South Carolina. It 

was assigned to General Gregg's and McGowan's brigade and fought with the Army of Northern Virginia 

from the Seven Days' Battle to Cold Harbor. It was involved in the Petersburg trenches and the 
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Appomattox activities. Of 537 engaged in combat at Gaines' Mill, fifty nine percent were killed, 

wounded or missing. It sustained 116 casualties at Second Manassas and 170 at Fredericksburg. It 

surrendered with nine officers and 48 men. 

                                                             Details on Individuals 

             For the reader to more easily follow the information which follows, the children of Revolutionary 

soldier John Dillard, who settled Rabun County when he was past sixty years of age were: Thomas 

Dillard, William F. Dillard, John Dillard, Jr., James Dillard, Mary Rebecca Dillard Dickerson, Elizabeth 

Dillard Dryman and Sara Dillard Davis. There were possibly other daughters whose names are 

unknown.  The children of James Dillard (son of Revolutionary soldier John Dillard) and his wife, Sarah 

Barnard Dillard, the core of the Rabun County, Dillards, are given in another article herein. 

             William Franklin Dillard, son of James Dillard and Sarah Barnard Dillard, born June 20, 1833 died 

at General Hospital No. 1 in Lynchburg, Virginia of pneumonia on January 15, 1863 where he is buried in 

a government cemetery at Lynchburg, Virginia in No. 1, 1st line, Lot 183 Clayton's Factory.  He was listed 

as a private in Co. E., 24th Ga. Reg., Army of Northern Virginia. [12] National Archives File No. 433b on 

"W. F. Dillard" verifies that he was a private in Company E, 24th Georgia Cavalry (Confederate). 

             His Statement of Service Slip reads (apparently correspondence had been conducted with the 

Commissioner of Pensions, State of Georgia with an unknown party) "state. made, arch div. anything 

add" and "nothing additional found". A report of sick and wounded states that he was in General 

Hospital No. 1 at Lynchburg, Virginia for the month of January, 1863. Discharges on Surgeon's Certificate 

and Deaths notes indicate that he died from pneumonia on January 15, 18 _ (the year was left blank). 

The Register of Deceased Soldiers turned over to Quartermasters, C.S.A. filed in 1864, No. 4812 notes a 

credit to his account in the sum of $55.50. [13]  William F. Dillard resided on the middle one-third of 

James Dillard’s original 1000 acres. 

  

             His home place, which now stands, is owned by B.Malcolm Dillard. William F. Dillard married 

Jeanette Gibson, who died a few years after William F. Dillard did not return from the Civil War. She is 

buried in the Gibson cemetery on top of Scruggs Mountain near Rabun Nacoochee College. His death at 

Lynchburg, Virginia was not known about until recent years. He and his wife were survived by three 

small children who were taken in and raised by members of Wesley Chapel Methodist Church, including 

the Ritchie, Neville and Powell families. The William F. Dillard house was closed down until these three 

children became of age.  The William F. Dillard property was divided and later owned by the 

descendants of these three children in three parts, where present descendants still reside. 

 John Barnett Dillard, born May 1, 1827 and who died on October 25, 1895, shown as age 23 on the 

1860 Rabun County census, was the second son of James Dillard and Sarah Barnard Dillard. He was born 

and died in Rabun County, Georgia. It is thought that his real name may have been Barnard in that 

Barnett is a common misspelling of Barnard, but "Barnett" was used in Confederate records. Militia 

District No. 556 was created in Rabun County on December 14, 1863 under an act of the Georgia 
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Legislature reorganizing the state militia. Both John B. Dillard, his brother, Albert George Dillard, and his 

brother's son, William Barnett Dillard, were members of this militia on the records of the Adjutant 

General of Georgia.   He was listed under the name "Barnnett Dillard" in the Georgia 4th Cavalry (State 

Guards), Cannon's Company. [14] This is the same company in which his older brother, Albert George 

Dillard, served. Records of the National Archives No. 177 lists "Barrett Dillard" as a private in Cannon's 

Company, 4 Georgia Cavalry (State Guards). This record is undated. 

 A further undated record in the National Archives lists "Barrett Dillard" on the muster roll for six months 

in Company D of Georgia 4th Cavalry (State Guards) as a private in Captain H. W. Cannon's Company 

(Brown Mountain Riflemen), Colonel Robert White's Regiment, Georgia. 

 It is recorded in Register of Commissions issued for the Georgia Militia in the Adjutant General’s office 

at page 103 that John B. Dillard was Captain of the 556th District of the 7th Division, 1st Brigade at 

Clayton in Rabun County on July 19, 1862. His signature on a letter accepting his commission dated 

January 17, 1863 is filed in correspondence with the Georgia Adjutant General. 

 John Barnett Dillard was mustered in on May 25, 1864 as a regular in the Confederate Army after the 

4th Cavalry was mustered out of service in February, 1864. The Georgia Confederate Pensions and 

Records Department in its compiled commission and rosters shows John Barnett Dillard on May 25, 

1864 as a 5th Sergeant on the Muster Roll of Company F, 11th Regiment of Georgia, (formerly the 30th 

Battalion Georgia Cavalry) Cavalry known as Harmon’s Brigade and as “Rabun Gap Defenders”. [15] He 

was described in this record as age 37, five feet, 9 inches tall with blue eyes and dark hair. The 11th 

Regiment was involved in heavy combat in Virginia and elsewhere, including Petersburg, Cold Harbor 

and Gettysburg. 

Handwritten memoranda given by the late Addie Corn Ritchie to John M. Dillard some thirty years ago 

state that John Barnett Dillard was hospitalized in Augusta, Georgia for five months for injuries he 

received during the Civil War. Available records do not disclose where these injuries were 

received.  Trade journals list "John B. Dillard, postmaster and grist mill" and "Dillard House, John B. 

Dillard, propr" at the Head of the Tennessee Post Office, Rabun County, Georgia. [16] An uncompleted 

and undated letter prepared by the late Rose Dillard Hutchins a year or so before she died states that 

the "original Dillard House" was the two story home of John B. Dillard, located close to the road in which 

the Dillard Post Office was housed for many years. The kitchen was separated from the main house. A 

slave family resided in a cabin in the rear. The John B. Dillard lands comprised the southern one-third of 

James Dillard's property surrounded by the present Baptist church, northeast of which near the road the 

home place stood.  A portion of this property was later owned by his son, Beavert R. Dillard, and is now 

owned by his great grandson, Edward R. Dillard. "J. B. Dillard, grist mill" was among the list of farmers in 

1883 at Rabun Gap Post Office, also known as the Head of the Tennessee Post Office. [17] 

Barnett Dillard (Ritchie referred to him as “Barnard”) made the pulpit for the wooden church building, 

construction of which was started in 1882 and completed several years later. This pulpit was refinished 

and placed in the building in use in 1963. [18]  He married Rachel Matilda McKinney, who was born on 

June 3, 1831 and died June 17, 1899, and their ten children are set forth in a separate article which 
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follows. John B. Dillard, his wife and three of his children are buried in the Head of the Tennessee Baptist 

Church Cemetery at Dillard, Georgia. 

Albert George Dillard, a son of James and Sarah Barnard Dillard, born April 21, 1824 who died June 14, 

1890, was on the list of those eligible for military service in Ritchie's Sketches of Rabun County 

History. He would have been at this time aged 26. He was born, lived and died in Rabun County and is 

buried at the Head of the Tennessee Baptist Church. He married Elizabeth Ann (“Betsy”) McKinney (born 

November 10, 1823, died February 28, 1919) on December 3, 1846. The names of his children are given 

in an article which follows. Albert Dillard along with his brother, Barnett, was enrolled in the state militia 

in District 556 according to the records of the Adjutant General of Georgia. His oldest child, William B. 

Dillard, listed below, was also listed as a member of this militia unit. [19] National Archives records state 

that he was on the muster roll for at least six months, but this record, like his brother's record, is 

undated. His obituary in an unknown farmers’ publication states [20] that he died at age 66 of a heart 

attack in the Head of the Tennessee Baptist Church while attending a Farmers Alliance meeting. The 

Albert George Dillard one story log home place (shown in photograph owned by Lillian  Dillard Taylor of 

a birthday party for Betsy McKinney Dillard, his wife) was near the North Carolina state line in that he 

occupied the northernmost one third portion of the James Dillard lands. This house was moved from the 

path of the Blue Ridge Railroad when it was first constructed. A. G. Dillard was listed as a blacksmith and 

as a farmer at Head of Tennessee Post Office in early trade journals. [21] 

William Barnett Dillard, a son of Albert George Dillard and Elizabeth (Betsy) McKinney Dillard, is above 

mentioned as being in the Georgia state militia in Rabun County when he was only sixteen years of age. 

He is later shown on the Georgia Confederate Pensions and Records Department and on the muster roll 

of Company F, 11th Regiment of Georgia, Cavalry or in the “Rabun Gap Defenders” along with his uncle, 

John Barnett Dillard. He was on the muster roll as a private on May 25, 1864 and “at home at Jones farm 

near Savannah, Georgia sick with the measles March, 1865 to the close of the war”. He died on April 22, 

1906. 

  

Leander M. Beavert was born on October 27, 1829 and died January 23, 1907. He married Margaret 

McKinney, a daughter of William McKinney and Margaret Anderson McKinney who were nearby 

neighbors of the James Dillard family. His wife, Margaret McKinney Beavert, received a pension on 

account of infirmity and poverty stating he enlisted in May 1861 in Co. E., 24th Ga. Reg. This was Rabun 

County Riflemen, Co. E, 24th Georgia Regiment, Army of Northern Virginia. He enlisted in May, 1861, 

was a first lieutenant by August 24, 1861 and was made a captain on July 20, 1864. The Muster Roll of 

Company E, 24th Georgia Volunteers, Infantry of C. S. Army shows that he was promoted from first 

lieutenant to captain in April, 1964. He is buried with his wife and their "adopted" daughters at Wesley 

Chapel Cemetery in Dillard, Georgia. [22]  

George Washington Anderson McKinney was a son of William McKinney and Margaret Anderson 

McKinney. He was born April 14, 1826 and died in Polk County, Georgia on July 26, 1901. He was a 

private in Company B. 65th Regiment of Georgia Volunteers. He served as an army nurse at Frank 
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Ramsey Hospital in Cassville, Georgia and was discharged in 1864 upon his appointment as clerk of the 

Inferior Court of Townes County, but subsequently reenlisted for service. [23] For the reader to follow 

the information about the McKinneys contained herein, the children of William McKinney and Margaret 

Anderson McKinney, who migrated from Buncombe County into Rabun County, were George 

Washington Anderson McKinney, Doctor Tatum McKinney, Charles Lafayette McKinney, William 

Marshall McKinney, Elizabeth (“Betsy”) McKinney who married Albert George Dillard, Rachel M. 

McKinney who married John Barnett Dillard and Margaret McKinney who married Leander M. 

Beavert. [24] 

Charles Lafayette McKinney was born April 24, 1834 and died in Townes County on September 21, 1863 

at 29 years of age. According to his family tradition his early death was attributable to wounds he 

received during the Civil War. No service record has been found for him to date. He was a brother of 

George Washington Anderson McKinney. 

William Marshall McKinney was born January 26, 1837 (shown as age 23 on the 1860 Rabun County 

census) and died in Texas in 1903. He was a first corporal on August 21, 1861 and reported as a deserter 

on October 1, 1864 [25] He was a brother of George Washington Anderson McKinney.[26] Ritchie in his 

Rabun County history confused him with his father, William McKinney, who died in 1859 and was 

erroneously identified by Ritchie at page 192 as enlisting as a corporal in 1861. The Muster Roll of 

Company E, 24th Regiment, Georgia Volunteers, Infantry, C. S. Army, lists William M. McKinney. 

Doctor Tatum McKinney was shown as age 20 on the 1860 Rabun County census in the household of his 

mother, Margaret. He was born February 10, 1840 and killed in Confederate Service at age 22 in 

December, 1862. He served as a second corporal in Company E, 24th Regiment of Georgia Volunteers 

comprising the "Rabun Gap Riflemen". [27] He was a brother of George Washington Anderson 

McKinney. The Muster Roll of Company E, 24th Regiment, Georgia Volunteers, Infantry, Confederate 

States Army, lists Doctor T. McKinney along with his brother, William M. McKinney. 

  

James R. Lambert was born in Macon County, North Carolina on December 21, 1842 to William 

McDowell Lambert and Caroline Dillard, daughter of James and Sarah Barnard Dillard. Caroline Dillard 

Lambert died when he was nine days old.  Shown on the 1850 census of Rabun Gap, he was raised by 

James and Sarah Barnard Dillard. He was the only additional person listed in their household on the 

1860 Census of Rabun County. He enlisted with 24th Georgia, Company E on August 24, 1861. He 

participated in the battles of Yorktown, Seven Days, Malvern Hill and the Battle of South Carolina in 

Maryland.  He was wounded in 1862 by a miniball which broke both bones in his left leg below the knee. 

He was captured and sent to a U.S. Army hospital in Burkettsville, Maryland. It was there that he refused 

to permit a Union surgeon to amputate his leg. He was later transferred as a prisoner of war to Fort 

McHenry near Baltimore and was paroled in November, 1862. After spending time in Confederate 

hospitals, in December 1864 he was retired to Invalid Corps. He remained in Georgia, where he signed 

the Reconstruction Oath Book in April, 1868. He migrated to Wood County, Texas, where he married 

Sarah Vaughn in 1880. They farmed and were the parents of five children, including Jesse Dillard 

https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftn23
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftn24
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftn25
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftn26
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftn27


The Dillard Family Association - The Dillard Annuals 

151 
 

Lambert. He died in 1902 and is buried in Concord Cemetery in Wood County, Texas. Sarah Vaughn 

Lambert applied for a widow's pension in 1915, which she received from the state of Texas until her 

death in 1929. [28] 

James Madison Ritchie is shown as age 33 on the 1860 Rabun County census. He married Elizabeth 

Dickerson, a daughter of Obediah Terry Dickerson and Mary Dillard Dickerson (a daughter of 

Revolutionary soldier John Dillard of Rabun County). He served in Company E, Young's Battalion which 

was a part of the 11th Regiment formed out of the 30th Cavalry Battalion. He is also listed with service 

in Company F of the 11th Georgia Cavalry. According to Georgia Pension records, he was on the muster 

roll as a private on May 25, 1864 and surrendered at Columbia, South Carolina on April 26, 1865. His 

wife, Elizabeth, filed for a widow's pension based on his Confederate service. He was born on January 6, 

1825 and died a resident of Rabun County on June 12, 1909. [29] He was involved in the California gold 

rush and returned home in 1856 to marry. He served as a member of the House of Representatives and 

as state senator from Rabun County. He is buried in Wesley Chapel Methodist Cemetery at Dillard. The 

children of James Madison Ritchie and Elizabeth Dickerson were Mary Rebecca, who married Zachariah 

Barnard Dillard; James Riley "Bud" Ritchie who married Lavania Caroline Marinda Lucinda Carter; John F. 

Ritchie who married Margaret Texano (“Texie”) Kelly; William Robert Lee Ritchie who married Sarah 

Carter; and Thomas Jefferson Ritchie who married Ada Green and, on her death, Lizzie Garland 

Vanhook. [30] 

Riley Burton Ritchie was a brother of James Madison Ritchie. He married Sarah Ann Martin, a daughter 

of A. J. Martin and Marinda Dillard Martin (daughter of James and Sarah Barnard Dillard). His service was 

in Company F, 11th Georgia Cavalry. He was a private on May 25, 1864 and surrendered at Columbia, 

South Carolina on April 26, 1865. His wife applied for a Confederate widow's pension. 

Thomas Hopper is included herein as a first cousin to the wives of John Barnett Dillard, Albert G. Dillard 

and Leander M. Beavert. He is shown as age 35 on the 1860 census of Rabun County with wife Louisa. 

He enlisted in March 1862 in Company F, 52nd Georgia Regiment, Beauregard Braves from Rabun 

County, and died in a Lauderdale Springs, Mississippi hospital in May, 1863 from measles. He was a 4th 

Corporal. His widow Louisa applied for a widow's pension under the 1891 Georgia legislative act paying 

widows of Confederate servicemen.  

Joseph Hopper was age 29 on the 1860 Rabun County census of the Valley District. He was a brother to 

Jasper and Henry Hopper. He was a private on March 4, 1862. [31]  He is shown as having enlisted in 

Company F, 11th Regiment Georgia. He was in the Cavalry on May 25, 1864. 

Jasper Hopper served with other Rabun County men as volunteers in the brutal war involving the 

Seminole Indians in Florida in 1835. [32]  Georgia Confederate Pensions and Records Department in 

commissions and rosters compiled by the commission records state that Jasper Hopper served in 

Company F, 11th Regiment of Georgia (Harmon’s Brigade), known as the “Rabun County Riflemen,” as a 

private on May 25, 1864. He was captured at Waynesboro, Georgia on December 4, 1864, paroled at 

Point Lookout, Maryland on February 18, 1865 and received at Boulware Cox’s Wharves, James River, 

Virginia for exchange on February 20, 1865. [33] 
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William L. Dickerson was a grandson of Obediah Terry Dickerson (whose wife was Mary Dillard, daughter 

of Revolutionary soldier John Dillard). He was born in 1844 and died in 1923. His parents were William 

Terry Dickerson and Adelaine Keener. He is listed in the Beauregard Braves of Rabun County as a private. 

He served in Company F of 52nd Georgia Regiment and in Company E of the 24th Georgia Regiment. He 

was captured at Baker's Creek, Mississippi on May 16, 1863, paroled at Fort Delaware on July 3, 1863 

and exchanged July 4, 1863 and was in City Point, Virginia by July 6, 1863. He surrendered at 

Appomattox, Virginia on April 9, 1865. [34] His wife filed for a confederate pension. He is buried in Blue 

Heights Cemetery. 

Andrew Jackson Martin would have been age 46 on the 1860 Rabun County census on which he was 

shown. He was married to Marinda Dillard, daughter of James Dillard and Sallie Barnard Dillard. Born on 

July 18, 1814, he served in the Home Guard. He died July 3, 1898. Three of his sons with Confederate 

service are listed below. 

William A. Martin, son of A. J. Martin and Marinda Dillard Martin, served in Company F of the 11th 

Georgia Cavalry. He was born December 17, 1844. Georgia Department of Pensions and Records report 

that he was on the muster roll as a private on May 25, 1864 and surrendered at Stateboro, North 

Carolina in 1865. Born in Georgia, he died near Dillard, Georgia on March 31, 1930. 

Andrew Jackson Martin (Jr.), a son of A. J. Martin and Marinda Dillard Martin, was wounded in the 

Confederate Army at Seven Pines. He was born on December 14, 1842 and died on August 11, 

1862.  Andrew J. Martin enlisted as a private in S. C. 1st (Orr's) Rifles, Company A, at Sullivan's Island, 

South Carolina on November 9, 1861. [35]  He was on the muster roll of this company at Sullivan's Island 

located on the South Carolina coast for some time. His service was for three years. This record states 

that at the time of his death he was a farmer, born in Rabun County, Georgia, age 19, with blue eyes and 

fair complexion, 5 feet 11 and one-half inches tall with dark hair. His service record reports that he died 

on August 11, 1862. Where he died and the cause of his death is "not stated." [36] Family tradition is 

that he died in a Confederate hospital in either Columbia, South Carolina or Richmond, Virginia. [37] His 

brother, James Monroe Martin, married a South Carolinian which explains why both served in South 

Carolina instead of Georgia. 

James Monroe Martin, son of A. J. Martin and Marinda Dillard Martin, was age 22 on the 1860 Rabun 

County census. He was born in September, 1837. [38] He was listed in South Carolina 1st (Orr's) Rifles, 

Company A, which is the same regiment and company in which his brother, Andrew J. Martin, 

served. [39]  James M. Martin enlisted as a private at Camp Jackson in South Carolina on July 1, 1862. He 

was present at several musters at this location up to 1863. He was reported as transferred from 

Richmond, Virginia Hospital No. 9 to Chimborazo Hospital in Richmond on February 21, 1863. 

The record appears to read that he was suffering from "secondary hepatitis". This record further reports 

that he was returned to duty on March 14, 1863. He was taken as a prisoner at Spotsylvania, Virginia on 

May 12, 1864. After this date the record shows no further facts about James M. Martin. Family tradition 

is that he was killed in Confederate service at Spotsylvania Courthouse, Virginia in April, 1864. [40] 
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George W. L. Kelley was the husband of Nancy Martin, a daughter of A. J. Martin and Marinda Dillard 

Martin, who was a daughter of James Dillard and Sarah Barnard Dillard. He enlisted on June 22, 

1862. [41]  He was wounded on July 1, 1962 at Malvern Hill. His connection appears to have been 

through Company G of North Carolina Troops. The fact that he was wounded at Malvern Hill indicates 

that he was in the same combat as the 24th Georgia Regiment, Company E, consisting of several Rabun 

County, Georgia residents. 

James Alexander McCarter (Mack) Neville, was the husband of Margaret Dillard, a daughter of James 

Dillard and Sarah Barnard Dillard. He served in Company F. 11th Georgia Cavalry. [42] He was born on 

March 29, 1832 and died July 11, 1904 and is buried in Wesley Chapel Cemetery, Dillard, Georgia. 

James Bryan Conley, born in 1842, was the oldest of the ten children of Horatio Nelson Conley of Otto, 

Macon County, North Carolina, who married Arzelia Dillard, a daughter of James Dillard and Sarah 

Barnard Dillard. James Bryan Conley enlisted in Confederate service on May 14, 1861 as a private in 

Company H. 6th Regiment and received a bounty of ten dollars. His regiment was reorganized on May 

20, 1862 and became Companies A through E, Infantry Regiment, Thomas' Legion, North Carolina 

troops. This designation was changed to 16th Regiment, North Carolina Infantry (State Troops). He was 

wounded at the battle of Seven Pines on June 15 or 16, 1862, which was just prior to the Battle of 

Mechanicsville. He died in service in Richmond, Virginia late in July, 1862.  Documents filed by his father 

on December 26, 1862 requested his back salary which was in the sum of $20.91. Family stories say that 

his parents went by train to Richmond and brought his body back for burial in the Conley family 

cemetery near Otto. At the same time, his parents brought back the body of a fourteen year old boy 

who had died with no known relatives in order to bury him, too, with a Christian burial. The Conley 

family cemetery has tall headstones marking the grave of Horatio Nelson Conley and Arzelia Dillard 

Conley, but there is no gravestone marking the grave of James Bryan Conley. The last known descendant 

buried in this cemetery was Caroline Clarissa Conley, who tended the cemetery until her death in 

1911. [43] 

  

John H. Corn of Hiawassee, Georgia, married Sarah ("Sallie") Dillard, daughter of John B. Dillard, Sr. and 

Rachel McKinney Dillard. Numerous children were born of this marriage, including Addie Corn who 

married  Dr. A. J. Ritchie. John H. Corn served as a Captain in Company D, 24th Regiment, Georgia 

Volunteer Infantry, Army of Northern Virginia. His service record extends from August 21, 1861 through 

May 12, 1862. [44] Many of the members of the Corn family, including John H. Corn and his wife, are 

buried near Hiawassee in a private cemetery on the family farm near Lower Hightower Baptist Church. 

                                               Civil War Conditions in Rabun County 

 Georgia seceded from the Union on January 19, 1861. The two delegates from Rabun County, Samuel 

Beck and Horace Cannon, voted against secession from the Union in the convention called by the 

Georgia Legislature at Milledgeville after the election of Lincoln. This was typical of the climate of 

opinion of the populace in mountainous regions of the South, including Rabun County. See Rabun 

County and Its People, id., page 83 relying upon Lillian Henderson's Roster of Confederate Soldiers of 
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Georgia, id., volumes 3 and 4. The Confederate Congress passed an act authorizing the creation of local 

defense troops on August 21, 1861. 

A. J. Ritchie, id., at pages 274 and 275 lists the names of men who were subject to military duty in 1862 

in the cause of the Confederate Government, (citing records of Georgia Department of Archives and 

History). Ritchie points out at page 273 that this list was as a result of a Confederate act passed in 1862 

which included all men between the ages of 18 and 35 years of age. In 1864 this was amended to 

include men between the ages of 17 and 50. A. G. Dillard, W. F. Dillard, J. B. Dillard, J. R. McKinney, 

Joseph, Jasper, Thomas and James Hopper were included on this 1862 list. Governor Joseph E. Brown, a 

firm believer in states’ rights, used the Georgia state militia as a sanctuary to keep its citizens from being 

drafted into the Confederate Army. [45] On December 14, 1863, the Georgia Legislature enacted 

statutes reorganizing the state militia.  This legislation required the enrolling of free white males in 

designated military districts in the state, with such lists to be filed with the state Adjutant and Inspector 

General. 

 Shown on the list filed with the Adjutant General in 1863 for the 40th Senatorial District (Rabun 

County), Military Districts No. 556 and 587 were J. B. Dillard, age 36 and 9 months, farmer; A. G. Dillard, 

age 39 and 6 months, a “smith” with a “good” rifle; W. B. Dillard, age 16 and five months, a farmer; 

Jasper Hopper, age 45 and three months, born in Tennessee, with a rifle; A. J. Martin, age 49, a farmer 

with a shotgun; William Martin, age 19, a farmer; James M. Richey, 39, a farmer, born in South Carolina; 

and R. B. Richey, age 34, a farmer born in South Carolina. Substantially the same persons were shown on 

a separate list in the same year in Militia District 556 of Rabun County.   

This state militia legislation resulted in service by many residents in the Georgia 4th Cavalry which was 

mustered out of service on February 4, 1864 in that the terms of the enlistments of the troops had 

expired. No combat history for this regiment has been found, but the Georgia militia served with the 

regular Confederate troops during the Atlanta Campaign and in opposing Sherman’s March to the 

Sea. [46] Among the sixty Rabun County families in 1862 who were slave owners were William F. Dillard, 

John Barnett Dillard and Albert George Dillard, Margaret McKinney, then a widow, and Jasper Hopper. 

Most owned two slaves. [47] Farms were small and most slaves were owned by residents of the rich flat 

land "Valley District". [48] 

During the Civil War there were not enough men left in Rabun County to produce enough corn to make 

bread. [49] In 1863 the Georgia Legislature was forced to enact legislation for the relief of families of 

men in service. Inflated Confederate currency made it almost impossible to obtain sugar, salt and coffee. 

Salt was hauled from Walhalla.[50] In the Rabun County area after the Civil War, farming was the 

industry of the county with only a grist mill and some scattered sawmills. The failure of the Blue Ridge 

Railroad employing what Ritchie says was 2000 people before the Civil War, resulted in adverse social 

and economic conditions. [51] Farms were reduced in size and economic viability in that they were 

divided among the grandchildren of the settlers. However, the economic value of the "open range" of 

the mountains was still available to the small farm owners. 

 Cass County, Georgia Dillards 
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 The following are descendants of John Dillard, Jr., born about 1780, a son of John Dillard of Rabun 

County, Georgia, who with his wife, Rhoda Lee, left the rest of the family while it resided in Buncombe 

County, North Carolina. He migrated first to Knox County, Kentucky, then back to Monroe County, 

Tennessee and finally to Cass County, Georgia (now Gordon County), in the last of which counties he 

died about 1847. The children of John Dillard, Jr. and Rhoda Lee are as follows: Elijah Dillard, William 

Dillard, Mary (Polly) Dillard, Sarah Dillard Campbell, Fannie Dillard, Charlotte (Lotty) Dillard, Nancy Jane 

Dillard, Edith Dillard and Cynthia Dillard. [52]   

Elijah Dillard was born 1802 and died in 1856.  He was a son of John Dillard, Jr. and grandson of John 

Dillard of Rabun County.  His sons included Love Dillard and William Greenbury Clay Dillard. Elijah Dillard 

served in Company F. 4th Infantry of Georgia.[53] 

Love Dillard, a  son of Elijah Dillard and grandson of John Dillard, Jr. was born in 1839.  He served in 

Toombs Volunteers, 4th Georgia Infantry, Dole's and Goode's Brigade which was organized in Gordon 

County, Georgia on April 29, 1861.  

Samuel Dillard, a son of William Dillard (1805-1878) and Nancy Dillard, grandson of John Dillard, Jr., was 

born February 10, 1829 and died January 4, 1907. He served in Company D, 8th Georgia Battalion, Gist's 

Brigade, Walker Division, Army of Tennessee which was organized in Gordon County, Georgia on 

October 11, 1861. [54]  Samuel Dillard was a witness for the pension claim of Charlotte Taylor of Gordon 

County. [55] 

Mannerly Dillard, born about 1830, was another son of William Dillard (1805-1878) and grandson of 

John Dillard, Jr. He is listed as "M. Dillard" who served in the Georgia 2nd Cavalry of Company D. [56] 

M.M. Dillard, another son of William Dillard, born about 1843, was a captain in the Georgia 1st Infantry 

(State Guards), Company G. [57]    Robert Dillard, a brother of M.M. Dillard in this same family, born 

about 1827, is listed in the Georgia Infantry, 14th BN (State Guards) in Company H. [58] 

  

Bradley K. Dillard, another brother, born about 1835, served in the Georgia 4th Infantry, Company 

F.  Dole's and Goode's Brigade.  He was born on November 20, 1835 and died on March 27, 1892. [59] 

W.W. Dillard, served in Company 1, 1st Regiment, Georgia Cavalry, Crew's Brigade, which was recruited 

from Gordon, Floyd, Cherokee, Bartow, Walker and Paulding Counties in 1862.  It is uncertain according 

to Janelle Knight whether or not he was a descendant of John Dillard, Jr.  

William Greenbury Clay Dillard, Jr., a son of W.G.C. Dillard, a son of Elijah Dillard who in turn was a son 

of John Dillard, Jr., born about 1832, was in the Georgia 1st Infantry (State Guards), Company G, as a 

first Sergeant. [60]  He had a first cousin by the same name, who was the son of William Dillard. 

                                                  Greene County, Missouri Dillards 
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The following with Civil War service are the descendants of William F. Dillard, son of John Dillard of 

Rabun County, who migrated to Knox County, Kentucky and later to Greene County, Missouri. The 

children of William F. Dillard and his wife, Sarah Gregory Dillard, were: Mary Love Dillard, Stephen 

Morgan Dillard, Samuel Dillard, John McCord Dillard, Elizabeth Candace Dillard Maddy, Robert D. Dillard, 

Frances Dillard Price, James Dillard, Amanda J. Dillard, Cynthia Caroline Dillard Breedlove, George 

Anderson Dillard, William Smith Dillard, and Sarah V. Dillard Smith. [61] 

Robert H. Dillard, son of Robert D. Dillard and great grandson of Revolutionary soldier John Dillard, was 

born in Greene County, Missouri in 1842 and died at Helena, Arkansas in the Civil War on December 21, 

1862 in the Union Army. He is buried at Memphis, Tennessee National Cemetery in Section H. Grave 

4237. He enlisted on September 10, 1861 in Company A, 6th Regiment Missouri Cavalry and had the 

rank of corporal. 

Robert D. Dillard, a son of William F. Dillard and Sarah Gregory Dillard, and grandson of Revolutionary 

soldier John Dillard, was born in Knox County, Kentucky on December 8, 1811 and died in Greene 

County, Missouri on May 25, 1899 where he is buried in Palmetto Cemetery. His wife was Margaret E. 

Smith. He enlisted in the Union Army on December 6, 1861 at Rolla, Missouri in Company B. 6th Cavalry, 

Missouri. He was a first lieutenant in the Red River Campaign and at Sabine Cross Roads. In 1890 he 

applied for a pension and received $12.00 per month until his death. 

James Monroe Breedlove married Cynthia Caroline Dillard, a daughter of William F. Dillard and Sarah 

Gregory Dillard. He was a private in Company C, 8th Regiment, Missouri Volunteer Cavalry of the Union 

Army. He was shot in the head while guarding an ambulance traveling from Brownville, Arkansas to 

Austin, Arkansas. He married Jane Russell, his second wife, in 1899. 

George Anderson Dillard, a son of William F. Dillard and Sarah Gregory Dillard, was born in Monroe 

County, Tennessee on December 4, 1826 and died in Greene County, Missouri on October 16, 1903 

where he is buried in Danforth Cemetery. He married Eliza Jane Gibson in 1849. In 1862, he was 

commissioned as captain of the enrolled militia and was engaged in the defense of Springfield, Missouri. 

In that same year he was captain of Company E, 72nd Regiment of the Enrolled Militia and was 

discharged in 1865. 

  

William Smith Dillard, a son of William F. Dillard and Sarah Gregory Dillard, was born in Monroe County, 

Tennessee on October 11, 1828 and died in Greene County, Missouri on January 25, 1902.  He is buried 

in Danforth Cemetery. His wife was Nancy E. Langely. He served in the Missouri militia 72nd Regiment of 

the Union Army and was in the Marmaduke fight at Springfield, Missouri. 

                                             Independence County, Arkansas Dillards 

Thomas Dillard, oldest son of John Dillard of Rabun County, Georgia, was born in Pittsylvania County, 

Virginia about 1776. He left the rest of his family in Buncombe County, North Carolina and settled in 

Independence County, Arkansas where he died in 1835. The known children of Thomas Dillard and his 
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wife, Mary Ann Wood Dillard, were: William M. Dillard, John V. Dillard, Thomas Dillard, Jr., Elizabeth Ann 

Dillard Ball, Nancy Dillard Bruce, and Mary (Polly) Dillard Cason. 

Jonathan Wood Wideman, grandson of Thomas Dillard, born 1831, died in 1863 in the Civil War. His 

mother's given name is unknown. 

Thomas J. Bruce, another grandson of Thomas Dillard, died in the Union Army from measles about 1863. 

He was from Helena, Phillips County, Arkansas. His mother was Nancy Dillard Bruce. 

Benjamin Franklin Bruce, born in Independence County in 1836, another grandson of Thomas Dillard, 

who died in 1905, served in the Union Army. 

Clinton Monroe Ball, whose mother was Elizabeth Ann Dillard Ball, a daughter of Thomas Dillard, was 

born in Independence County in 1834 and died in 1910. He served in the Union Army during the Civil 

War. 

Elbridge Mason Ball, brother to Clinton Monroe Ball, born in 1836, served in the Union Army and was 

hanged by Confederate soldiers near his home on May 5, 1864 upon his return from service. The 

residents of Independence County were split among allegiance to the North and South and feelings ran 

high. 

  

            John Bunion Cason, husband of Mary (Polly) Dillard Cason, daughter of Thomas Dillard, died of 

dysentery in service and was buried at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in St. Louis, Missouri. He 

served in Company A, 1st Arkansas Volunteers. 

  

Clinton Bradley, husband of Susan Gincy Cason, a granddaughter of Thomas Dillard, served in the 1st 

Arkansas Volunteers, Company A, Union Army and died in service. He is buried at Jefferson Barracks 

National Cemetery in St. Louis, Missouri. 

  

Thomas Dillard, Jr., a son of Thomas Dillard, of Batesville, Independence County, Arkansas, served as a 

private in Company B. 1st Battalion, 2nd Regiment. He was born about 1818 and died in 1872. [62] 

                                     Western North Carolina:  Thomas Dillard, Jr. Line 

John Dillard of Rabun County with his sister, Ann, were "bound out" to Thomas Dillard, Jr., his first 

cousin, while both resided in Halifax County, later Pittsylvania County, Virginia. They later went together 

to Washington County, North Carolina (now Tennessee), where Thomas Dillard, Jr. died in 1784. John 

Dillard resided in Washington County until he migrated to Buncombe County, North Carolina about 

1789. The children of Thomas Dillard, Jr. and his wife, Martha Webb Dillard, were: Elizabeth Dillard 

Hutchings (married Charles Hutchings), Benjamin Dillard (married Anne Ward Lynch) , Winnesophia 
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Dillard (married James Love), Mary Ann Dillard (married James Robert Love [63]), Thomas Dillard, III 

(married Dorcus Love), Stacy Dillard Elkins (married Gabriel Elkins), Martha Dillard (married Thomas 

Love), Anne Dillard (never married), John Dillard and Rebecca Dillard (married Joseph 

Byler). [64] Eleven great grandsons of Thomas Dillard, Jr. served in the Confederacy, including six 

brothers from one family and three from another. 

William Holland Thomas Dillard, a great-grandson of Thomas Dillard, Jr., was the son of David Love 

Dillard (1815-1878) and Edie Harris Dillard (1819-1898). A resident of Haywood County, North Carolina 

on lands which are now a part of the Cherokee Indian Reservation, he was born in 1838. He enlisted on 

May 30, 1861 in Capt. Thaddeus D. Bryson's 25th Regiment North Carolina Infantry (State Troops). He 

mustered in on June 8, 1861. He was wounded in the Battle of Fredericksburg, Virginia on December 13, 

1862 and subsequently received other injuries in combat. He died in 1908. His state furnished 

gravestone indicates Confederate service from 1861-1865. 

William Holland Thomas, born in 1805 in Haywood County, North Carolina, was the son of Richard 

Thomas and Termperance Calvert Thomas. He married Sarah Jane Bell Love, a daughter of James Robert 

Love and Mary Ann Dillard, and a great granddaughter of Thomas Dillard, Jr. He was possibly of blood 

kin to Thomas Dillard, Jr. through descent from his sister. Prior to the Civil War he as active in Cherokee 

Indian affairs. He served as tribal chief of the Cherokees and as state senator from 1848 through 1862. 

He organized and mustered fourteen companies of infantry and four companies of Cherokee Indians for 

the Confederate cause. These companies became known as “Thomas Legion” with a colorful history 

defending the mountain passes between western Carolina and Tennessee where Union sympathies 

were substantial. [65] See Storm in the Mountains, id. 

R.G.A. Love, a great grandson of Thomas Dillard, Jr., born January 4, 1827 was a son of James Robert 

Love and Mary Ann Dillard and a brother in law of William Holland Thomas. His rank was colonel in 

Thomas’ Legion. 

Dr. Samuel Leonidus Love, also a son of James Robert Love and Mary Ann Dillard, was born August 25, 

1828 and served in Thomas’ Legion.        

Captain Matthew Hale Love, also a son of James Robert Love and Mary Ann Dillard, born April 15, 1840 

served in Thomas’ Legion. 

James Robert Love, born August 19, 1832 served as Lt. Colonel and field commander of Thomas’ Legion. 

He was one of the six sons of John Bell Love and Margaret Coleman Love and was a great grandson 

of Thomas Dillard, Jr.  Brothers who served with him were Dr. John Coman Love, assistant surgeon in 

Thomas’Legion who died in 1866 from causes attributable to his military service, Thomas J. Love, born 

1844, Dallas F. Love, born born 1844, Dillard L. Love,  born 1838, first Lieutenant in Company A, 

and William Burney Love, a lawyer who resigned to become Solicitor of Transylvania County, North 

Carolina. 
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Thadeus Dillard Bryson, born February 13, 1829 to Daniel Granderson Bryson and Artemesia Petit Dillard 

Bryson, another great grandson of Thomas Dillard, Jr., was a colonel in the 20th North Carolina Infantry 

and later a member of the North Carolina House of Commons from Jackson County. 

Daniel Granderson Fisher, was the third child of Allen Fisher and Dorcus Bryson (a daughter of Daniel G. 

Bryson and Artemesia Dillard Bryson), enlisted in the Confederate cause at age 19. He was a second 

lieutenant in Company E and was wounded at Mechanicsville. He was transferred to and served as 

captain of Company G of Thomas’ Legion. Two brothers served in Thomas’ Legion with him who 

were Lucious Lafayette Fisher and Julius Wilburn Fisher. 

Lynch M. Dillard, was the son of Thomas Dillard (IV) and Martha Dillard. He served as a first lieutenant in 

Company B of the Jackson Guards of Thomas’ Legion. 

John Jehu Jones, married Rutha Dillard, a sister of William Holland Thomas Dillard and the eldest 

daughter of David Love Dillard and Edie Harris Dillard. He served in Thomas’ Legion, 62nd North Carolina 

Infantry.  He died on April 2, 1863 of influenza at Strawberry Plains, Tennessee. 

William Riley Franklin, was married to Darcus Manurey Dillard, another sister of William Holland Thomas 

Dillard.  He entered the Confederacy at seventeen years of age and served in the 16th North Carolina 

Infantry. 

Jacob Marion Shuler, married Frances Caroline Dillard, another daughter of David Love Dillard and Edie 

Harris Dillard. He also joined the Confederate cause at seventeen years of age. He served as a member 

of Company F, 29th North Carolina troops. He was captured and taken as a prisoner in the defense of 

Mobile, Alabama. He was imprisoned at Ships Island. He was transferred to Vicksburg, Mississippi and 

paroled on May 11, 1965. 

It is impossible to include all Dillards with Civil War service in this manuscript, even if confined to 

descendants and kin of John Dillard. The reader is invited to review a list of Dillards who served in the 

Confederacy in The Roster of Confederate Soldiers 1861-1865, Volume V, edited by Janet B. Hewett, 

Broadfoot Publishing Company, Wilmington, N. C. (1996), or in other standard directories. 
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                                                                William F. Dillard in Confederate 

                                                                                Cemetery, Lynchburg, 

                                                                                         Virginia 

                                                                  Provided by Anne G. Dickerson 
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James Dillard’s mill on Betty’s Creek near present 

                Dillard United Methodist Church provided by 

                Almeda H. Burns from papers of George M. Dillard    
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Possible residence of John Barnett Dillard 

at Dillard, Georgia provided by Margaret 

                                                                Gaulden from papers of John Barnett 

                                                                                      Dillard, Jr. 
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Joseph Dillard, His Children, and Probable Dillard 

Ancestors 

Dorothy Dillard Hughes       

“Anyone who fails to realize that in genealogy we are dealing more with probabilities than absolute 

certainties should change fields.” --Eugene Aubrey Stratton, Applied Genealogy, p.51.  

The eternal question in genealogy is, who was the father of the earliest known ancestor? In this case, 

who was the father of Joseph Dillard, husband of Priscilla Wilkins? As in many early Dillard families, no 

official record has been found to identify Joseph's parents. Consequently, the purpose of this paper is to 

tell something of his family and to present whatever indirect evidence there is that indicates the 

probable father of Joseph Dillard, so that his ancestry can be traced to the first Dillard in a Virginia 

record in 1650.    

A number of descendants have learned their ancestry back to one of the sons or daughters and so to 

Joseph and Priscilla Wilkins Dillard, but no one has discovered Joseph's father. Dr. James L. Reid, of 

Campobello, South Carolina, the chief researcher, has discovered and charted descendants of most of 

the children and has helped most, if not all, who are researching the line. He has not been satisfied to 

rely on tradition but has delved into censuses, deed books, marriage records, probate and other court 

records, and family Bibles and cemeteries, and has published some of his findings in South Carolina 

genealogical quarterlies. Since 1976, when Helen Dillard Davis Shewbart first wrote me, I have 

corresponded with 16 descendants by "snail" mail and with 17 by e-mail since February of this year, 

when John James Dillard started the DILLARD-L mailing list, and also with 3 Dillard genealogists. In 1995 

when the Dillard Family Association began the Dillard Collection in the Rabun County Library, Clayton, 

Georgia, the descendancy chart of known descendants of this family filled only 7 pages, including notes 

telling who sent what. Now it is almost 40 pages. I thank everyone who has contributed his/her 

ancestors and especially Dr. Reid. My knowledge of Joseph's family comes from what descendants have 

written me rather than, except for Dillards in censuses, from personal research in depth. The great 

number of queries to the DILLARD-L mail list and my writing about a possible father of Joseph in April 

1997 prompted John M. Dillard, editor of the Dillard Annual, to ask for an article on Joseph's family and 

his probable ancestors.      

What contemporary records of Joseph and Priscilla have been found? 

Almost no records of Joseph and Priscilla Wilkins Dillard during their lifetimes have been found--no birth 

dates or places, no marriage record, no death dates or probate records, no land records. On 31 October 

1995, Dr. James L. Reid wrote: "I have made my first and only sighting of Joseph Dillard at an event that 

occurred during his lifetime. He was a buyer at the estate sale of one John Kirby of Union County, S.C. on 

22 Sept 1808. Joseph bought 3 bottles [paying 43 shillings 7 pence]. . . . This John Kirby is an ancestor of 

mine through his son Boaling (Bolling) Kirby."  This locates Joseph Dillard in Upstate South Carolina in 

1808. 
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Later, on a research trip to Augusta, Georgia, Dr. Reid found an earlier entry in the Augusta Chronicle for 

Saturday 9 September 1797, showing that Joseph Dillard was in Richmond County, Georgia, in Captain 

Seale's tax district, one of a long list--almost a full column--labeled  "A List of Defaulters in Richmond 

County." The list was signed by L. Harriss, R. T. R. R. C. Although this list of tax defaulters was the only 

item found naming Joseph in the files of the Augusta Chronicle, it seems to corroborate the tradition 

that some of Joseph's children were born in Georgia. [Letter 2 July 1997.] Richmond County, Georgia, is 

just across the Savannah River from South Carolina, at that time from Edgefield County. 

Is it possible that Joseph Dillard was in the 1800 census of Spartanburg County, listed as Joseph Dill? 

Joseph Dill had 2 males under 10; 1, 10-16; and 1, 26-45; and 2 females under 10; 1, 10-16; and 1, 26-45. 

If the census taker did not hear or understand the final syllable of Joseph's surname, a surname of Dill is 

understandable, even likely. The birth dates of between 1755 and 1774 for Joseph and Priscilla seem 

about right. Census records are great helps, but they are also notorious for errors. The place, 

Spartanburg County, is also probable for Joseph and Priscilla. If this entry was for Joseph Dillard, that 

makes three records during his lifetime. 

How did Joseph and Priscilla Wilkins Dillard and their children become known? 

When Samuel Wilkins died intestate in Spartanburg County, South Carolina, before 10 December 1851 

without living children, Priscilla Wilkins Dillard, who had died previously, became one of his heirs. 

Consequently her children had to be found. Dr. Reid calls his discovery of the "estate papers 1 and 2 , 

along with a separate real estate file, the Rosetta Stone for Joseph Dillard's family." [Letter of 27 May 

1997.] Reuben Briant, whom Dr. Reid identifies as "a son of James Bryant and Jemima Dillard and a 

grandson of Priscilla Wilkins Dillard,” was named administrator of Samuel Wilkins' estate, which was 

valued at less than a thousand dollars. By law Samuel's widow, Susan or Susannah, inherited half, and 

three children--James Wilkins, Polly Hacker, and Priscilla Dillard--inherited the other half. None of the 

three were living in 1851, and both James and Polly Hacker had left the state many years before. 

Dr. Reid states that the three were siblings rather than children of Samuel Wilkins. Both the court record 

that they were of the "whole blood" and the 1800 Spartanburg County census, sent by Dr. Reid, which 

shows Samuel Wilkins, James Wilkins, and John Hacker's wife Polly in the same age group of 26 to 45, 

are supporting evidence. In the same letter of 24 May 1995, Dr. Reid stated that Joseph Dillard was not 

mentioned as husband of Priscilla until the 1853 estate record. This paper will only summarize the court 

records that resulted between 10 December 1851, when Samuel Wilkins' death without a will became 

part of the Spartanburg County court records, and the final settlement 24 July 1857. On 7 March 1853 

the first "final settlement" determined that Susan [Susannah] Wilkins was to have half the proceeds and 

the other half was to be divided by three for three children. The share of each was $65.29, or $5.44 for 

each of Priscilla's twelve children. [Something will be said about this problem later.] 

Dr. Reid found that Samuel and James Wilkins had purchased 75 acres each in Spartanburg County in 

1797, but he found no land records for John Hacker or Joseph Dillard. Because Samuel's heir, James 

Wilkins, had taken his family out of South Carolina many years before, could not be found and had not 

been heard of in more than seven years, and no one had come forward to claim to be his heir or heirs, 
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Reuben Briant, administrator, petitioned the court to divide James Wilkins' share among his heirs at law. 

In the actual final settlement of the estate on 4 May 1857, James Wilkins' portion was to be divided 

between his two sisters, Priscilla Dillard and Polly Hacker, and hence their children. Polly Hacker and 

Priscilla Dillard, consequently were legatees. Polly Hacker also had left South Carolina and died. Joseph 

and Priscilla had died an unknown number of years before, possibly in the 1830s or 1840s, and so their 

children inherited Priscilla's half, which amounted to $127.45 to be distributed equally among the 

children of Priscilla Dillard, deceased, and $127.45 to be distributed equally among the children of Polly 

Hacker, deceased. [66]     

In the packet containing excerpts from the Augusta Chronicle, which Dr. Reid sent 2 July 1997, were two 

other items of interest. In the issue of Saturday, July 11, 1793, p. 5 of Supplement, under Tax Collector’s 

Sales was “Valentine Hacker 287 ½, ___,___ vacant land.”  In another item in the 5 April 1791 issue, 

Valentine Hatcher sold a slave, a Negro boy Daniel, to William Hays for 40 Pounds. The signature was 

“Valentine v [his mark] Hatcher.”  The sale was witnessed by John Sharp [sic] and John Hatcher, who was 

probably John Hacker, Polly Hacker’s husband. The issue for Saturday 30 November 1793 included this 

item: “List of Defaulters, in Columbia County, for the year 1793: Dist. No. 11- James Wilkins, et. al.” Dr. 

Reid added, “He could be Samuel Wilkins’ brother.” These items are clues to the probable first moves of 

the two of Samuel Wilkins’ heirs.  

Who were the children of Joseph and Priscilla Wilkins Dillard? 

“Be fruitful and multiply”: Joseph and Priscilla Wilkins Dillard and some of their children seem to have 

taken seriously this biblical injunction.  Joseph and Priscilla had ten children.  All have known 

descendants except one: i. Nancy Dillard, the oldest daughter, who married Isaac Rogers and died 

before 1851, had no known children; ii. Jemima Dillard and James Briant had 12; iii. James had 9 by his 

first wife, Sarah, probably Briant, and 5 by a second wife, Frances Quinn, whom he married 23 

September 1845, though none by a third wife Pheribe Hafley, whom he married 10 October 1864; iv. 

Harcaneous Dillard and Nancy Briant?, 7; v. Pherbia or Phereby Dillard and Rando[ph] Barnett, 13; vi. 

Dorcas Dillard and Johnston Briant, 10; vii. Delilah Dillard and William F. Briant, 11; viii. Samuel Dillard 

and Elizabeth Reid, 14; ix. Lucretia Ann Dillard and James Reid, 6; and x. Josiah Dillard and Cynthia 

Hammett, 11, making a total of 98 known grandchildren!        

Did Priscilla have twelve children or ten? 

There are always questions in Dillard research. The genealogist's report listed twelve children named in 

the court record of 22 July 1852. Dr. Reid states that Priscilla Wilkins Dillard had ten children, not 

twelve.      

Children listed in 1852 court record                                         Priscilla's ten children 

1.      Nancy (dec'd) m. Isaac Rogers                               1. Nancy (dec’d) m. Issac Rogers 

2.   Susanna [Jemima] m. James Briant                     2. Jemima m. James Briant 

3.      Polly m. William Barnett 

https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftn66
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4.   Elmina m. George LeMaster                                                           

5.   Harcaneous                                                           4. Harcaneous m. Nancy Briant? 

6.   James                                                                     3. James m. (1) Sarah Bryant? (2) 

                                                                                        Frances Quinn (3) Pheribe Hafley                           

7.   Samuel                                                                   8. Samuel m. Elizabeth Reid 

8..  Josiah                                                                    10. Josiah m. Cynthia Hammett 

9.   Phereby m. Barnett                                            5. Pherbia m. Randol[ph] Barnett 

10. Delila m. William Briant                                     7.  Delilah m. William F. Briant 

11.  Lucretia m. James Reid                                          9.  Lucretia Ann m. James Reid 

12   Dorcas m. Johnson Briant                          6.  Dorcas m. Johnston Briant 

Helen D. Shewbart made some corrections to the list of Mrs. Johnson, the genealogist, who did not send 

the final court report of the actual distribution of the estate.  Mrs. Shewbart discovered that 2. Susanna, 

wife of James Briant, was Jemima; and that William Barnett was the husband of Polly [Mary], a daughter 

of Jemima Dillard and James Briant.  Dr. Reid clarified other corrections and relationships.  Elmina, who 

married George LeMaster, and Polly [Mary], the wife of William Barnett, were both daughters of Jemima 

Dillard and James Briant and so were granddaughters of Priscilla Wilkins Dillard.   

 

Dr. Reid wrote that, in the actual distribution of Samuel Wilkins’ estate, Polly Barnett and Elmina 

LeMaster received proportionate parts of the estate because they were daughters of Jemima, who died 

in 1852.  The first wife of Reuben Briant, administrator of Samuel Wilkins estate and son of Jemima, was 

also named Polly.  This Polly was the oldest daughter of Harcaneous Dillard.  Dr. Reid, a descendant, 

uses the name Pherbia, since that was the spelling found on censuses. He agrees with two other 

descendants—Priscilla Perry and James Sanders Harris, who call her Phoebe—that Pherbia and Phereby 

are likely corruptions of Phoebe. 

The numerous descendants of Joseph and Priscilla Dillard's children will not be discussed, since this 

paper also concerns Joseph's possible or probable father and his ancestry. 

Joseph Dillard's probable father: James Dillard, son of Thomas Dillard, Sr. 

James Dillard in Upstate South Carolina from 1787 

Not until April 1997 were enough records combined to identify James Dillard in the 1790 census of 

Camden District, Fairfield County, South Carolina, as the son of Thomas Dillard, Sr., who was in records 

in Essex, Orange, Culpeper, Halifax, and Pittsylvania counties in Virginia, and whose will was proved in 

Pittsylvania County in 1774. (See later.) He named two sons, James and Thomas Dillard, Jr., both of 

whom appeared in Culpeper and numerous Halifax and Pittsylvania County records. 
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A letter dated 5 August 1996 from John C. Dillard, of Bessemer, Alabama, includes the vital clues: three 

deed abstracts. In the first two, a deed of lease and release, dated 28 June 1787, William Hogan, of 

Chester County, South Carolina, sold 160 acres "part of a tract of 200 acres lying on south side of Sandy 

River” to James Dillard for "100 lbs. " The deeds were signed by William Hogan and witnessed by T.(?) 

Lewis, William Hall, and James Dillard, Jr.[pp. 291, 293 in original, p. 14 of book copied, which seems to 

contain deed abstracts of Chester County, South Carolina.] The deed of lease for the same land was for 

10 shillings. The deed of lease and release, in which the seller "leases" the land for a nominal sum, here 

10 shillings, and then sells the land for the agreed price, "100 lbs.," took the place of an old common law 

requirement that the seller and buyer had to be physically on the land when it was sold. After the 

agreed price was paid, in a ceremony known as "livery and seizin," the seller picked up a clod and gave it 

to the buyer. This represented delivery and acceptance of the land. 

James Dillard, Jr., the witness, has not been identified; however, a James Dillard was in the 1800 census 

of Union District, South Carolina, with 1 male 16-26, 1 female under 10 and 1 female 16-26, and 3 slaves. 

Since Major Dillard's estate was probated in Union County in 1802, it is possible that James Dillard, Jr., 

was son of Major Dillard. He was called "Jr." because he was younger than James Dillard, who purchased 

the land. 

On 31 December 1791 James Dillard and wife Percilla Dillard, of Fairfield County, sold the same 160 

acres, "part of a tract lying on south side of Sandy River [for] 75 lbs. starling" to John Foots, of Chester 

County. The deed was signed by James Dillard and Percilla (X) Dillard and witnessed by Nathan Jaggers 

and William Foots. It was "attested bef. Rich Taliaferro, Clk Chester Co. by William Foots. 13 Apr. 1792. " 

[p. 592, p. 76 of book copied.] The sum of 75 pounds sterling, which was "hard money," may have been 

worth more than the "100 lbs." of ordinary money, which James Dillard paid for the land. 

No other James Dillard of that time had a wife named Percilla, Prescilla, or Priscilla or any similar spelling 

except James Dillard, son of Thomas Dillard, Sr., whose will was proved in Pittsylvania County, Virginia, 

in 1774. In fact, the entire Dillard Database of 19,713 individuals and 7,212 marriages includes no other 

James Dillard with a wife Priscilla. Henry County, Virginia, marriage bonds include the marriage of 

William Hogans and Nancy Dillard on 19 January 1780 and state that she was "daughter of James 

Dillard." The 1790 census of  Camden District, Fairfield County, South Carolina, includes James Dillard, 

with 3 free white males over 16, 1 under 16, 5 white females, no other free persons, and no slaves. 

William Hogan was in the same district and county with 1 male over 16, 2 males under 16, 4 females, no 

other free persons, and no slaves. This James Dillard had not previously been identified. Add the fact 

that the usual care giver for aging parents is a daughter. Put all these together, and the conclusion is 

unmistakable that both William and Nancy Dillard Hogan(s) and Nancy's parents, James and Prescilla 

Dillard, removed to South Carolina from Virginia. 

James Dillard' s life in Virginia before 1787 

James Dillard's earlier life in Culpeper, Halifax, Pittsylvania, and Henry counties in Virginia, is well 

documented. He was probably born by 1730 in Essex County, moved by 1735 with his parents to Orange 

County, Culpeper County from 1748, and died in South Carolina after 1791 and before 1800. His wife 
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was Prescilla, who also died after 1791, probably in South Carolina. James first appeared in a record in 

November 1752, when he secured a 664 acre Northern Neck land grant in Culpeper County. He did not 

sell this land until 1762, after he had been living in Halifax County for eight years. At that time the 

Culpeper Court sent a Commission of three men to Halifax County to secure Prescilla Dillard’s release of 

her dower right to one third of her husband's real estate. This deed and Prescilla' s release of dower 

were found in LDS microfilm 0030943, Deed Book C, p. 708. This proves that Prescilla and James were 

living in Halifax County at that time. 

James Dillard appears in numerous records in Halifax and Pittsylvania County, created in 1767 from 

Halifax, a number in Henry County, created in 1776/1777 from Pittsylvania and Patrick County, and in 

those above in 1787 in Chester County, South Carolina and in 1790 and 1791 records in Camden District, 

Fairfield County, South Carolina. In Halifax County, Thomas Dillard, Sr., was Justice of the Peace and 

vestryman there from its creation in 1752. James followed his father from Culpeper to Halifax County 

and took the oath of Under Sheriff there in 1754 and again in 1755. As Under Sheriff and Sheriff he had 

official duties. He was paid, and collected bounties for other men, for killing wolves--an indication that 

Halifax County, newly created in 1752, was real frontier. Like his father and brother he bought and sold 

land and was plaintiff or defendant in a number of court cases. In 1756 James viewed and marked the 

best way for a road, and was named guardian to Edmond King. [Halifax Co. Court Records, 1756, p. 21; 

21 Oct 1757, 31 George II. Halifax County, Virginia, Court Records 1752-1759, LDS Film 0031919.] Only a 

few of the many records of James Dillard will be included. 

James served as a vestryman of Antrim Parish, Halifax County from 30 November 1756 until 1766 and as 

a Church Warden in 1758. His father, Thomas Dillard, Sr., was vestryman from 1752 and his brother, 

Thomas Dillard, Jr., was vestrymen from 1758. All three were vestrymen from that time through 1766. 

James's father and brother were both justices of the peace, but James never became a Justice of the 

Peace. [Antrim Parish V B.] 

James Dillard was the only Dillard who actually served any length of time in the French and Indian War 

(1754-1763). Two widely separated items in Hening's Statutes show that he was an officer--at least once 

a captain and once a lieutenant--in 1756, 1757, and 1758. 

Pay: to James Dillard as a lieutenant and a party of militia under his command of said county [Halifax], as 

per muster roll………………………………….102.4.8 

              [and] 

Pay to Captain James Dillard and a company of militia under command of said James Dillard, as by 

muster roll…………………………………………..414.11.4. 

The fact that the two Hening references were widely separated entries indicates that they refer to 

collections for different forays, but not to two different people. Only one James Dillard was found in 

Halifax County records during those years, and only one is in records as fighting in the French and Indian 

War. There is no reason why the Lieutenant and the Captain had to be two persons. During that war 



The Dillard Family Association - The Dillard Annuals 

169 
 

volunteers were stationed in forts; but in Halifax County the militia was called out when there was 

Indian trouble. When the particular trouble was over, the militia went home. 

That James Dillard was Captain of militia in the war is also indicated in this record from Halifax County, 

Virginia, Court Records, for 20 May 1756 [pp. 127-128.]: (Halifax County included later counties of 

Pittsylvania and Patrick.) 

Ordered That in Pursuant of an Act of Assembly Intitled an Act for raising the sum of Twenty five 

Thousand Pounds for the better Protection of the Inhabitants of the Frontiers of this Colony and for 

other purposes therein mentioned. That Captain James Dillard be Summoned to the next Court to show 

Cause if any he hath why he did not appear At the council of War held here yesterday. [p. 128] Ordered 

that James Dillard forthwith wait on his Honour the Governor at the Charge of this County with several 

Depositions concerning Certain Injuries Committed on the Back Inhabitants of this County by a Partie of 

Indians, Supposed to be of the Cherokee Nation. 

[and] 

Three new companies of rangers were provided for, but Capt. Dillard was to be kept until the Virginia 

Regiment was completed to 1000 men, then this was to be divided into detachments to go on the 

frontier.       

They were to go under 7 captains, one of whom was James Dillard, 20 lieutenants and 10 ensigns. [E B. 

Kegley, Virginia Frontier: The Beginning of the Southwest . . ., pp. 249,257.] This concerns defenses 

through the summer of 1757. Kegley's source was a May 1757 letter from Governor Robert Dinwiddie to 

Col. Read. Halifax County, which at that time extended all the way to the Blue Ridge Mountains, had 

more Indian problems than any other county except far western Augusta beyond the Blue Ridge 

Mountains. 

Beginning in 1760 James was less successful, when he sued and was sued for debt. A number of suits 

were decided against him. James's land fell into Pittsylvania County when it was created from Halifax in 

1767. At the first court session James and others were ordered to view a road. Locating roads in a new 

county was one of the necessary first orders of business. 

Thomas Dillard, Sr., named his two sons, James and Thomas Dillard, Jr., in his Pittsylvania County will 

(written 4 May 1774 and proved 23 June 1774) and left property to both. Thomas Dillard, Jr., was his 

executor and the trustee of James, possibly to protect James's property and to see that his son Thomas 

inherited it after his father died. James received land on Stone's Creek, half the household furniture and 

stocks, and, during his lifetime, several slaves. James's son Thomas was to receive some slaves after 

James's death, and others were to be divided among "James's other children," who were not named. 

Two later court cases in Pittsylvania County went against James Dillard, who "having profanely sworn," 

was fined 10 shillings in the May Court, 1775. In the June 1778 Court in "County against James Dillard, 

[he] not appearing (altho solemnly called)" was fined 5 shillings and costs for being drunk. The 

circumstances of these cases after Thomas, Sr., died make one wonder if perhaps James's father had 
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him named vestryman to keep an eye on him or if some of the later justices resented the earlier 

preferment shown to James. 

James Dillard paid tax on 20 February 1780 in Henry County, which was formed from Pittsylvania and 

Patrick County in 1776-77. James's son, John Dillard, was quite prominent in Henry and later in Franklin 

County, created from Bedford, Henry, and Patrick County in 1785. 

On 1 June 1780 James Dillard and Priscilla Dillard, of Henry County, sold to Owen West for 3000 pounds, 

240 acres on the "north fork of Great Straitstone Creek, beginning on the north side of said Straitstone 

Creek a little west of the old mill path that leads from William Collins's to Thomas Dillard old mill... 

Edward Hubbard, all lands deeded to me by Hubbard in Halifax or Pittsylvania. Pattent granted to 

Thomas Dillard." Witnesses were Benjamin Dillard, Thomas Dillard, John Collins, John Buckley, William 

Ward. The deed was recorded by James on 20 June 1780. [Sent by Lucile R. Johnson, who noted that 

James Dillard inherited this land from his father. Pittsylvania Co., VA Deed Book VI, p. 16, from Howard 

Vallance Jones.] 

So far as is known, James was the only Dillard who served in both the French and Indian War and the 

Revolutionary War. As Captain of the Henry County Militia, he fought in the Battle of Guilford Court 

House [North Carolina] 15 March 1781. "A list of militia ordered from Henry County to the assistance of 

General Greene. James Dillard' s Co. . . . General order of Abram Penn." [p. 193.] [Vol. 17, VA Mag. of 

Hist. & Biog. Also sent by Lucile R. Johnson from Tom Baker, Historian Park Ranger of the Guilford 

Courthouse National Military Park, P.O. Box 09-6, Greensboro, NC 27429-0806.]     

              Henry County, Va. 

              You are forthwith required to march the militia under your command from this county 

              to Hillsborough, North Carolina, or to any post where General Stevens may be with the 

              men under his command, observing to avoid a surprise by the enemy, by the best route 

              to be found. Given under my hand this 11th day of March 1781. 

                                       Abraham Penn, Col. H. C. 

                                  General Order for Major George Waller 

         

              A list of Militia ordered from Henry County to the assistance of General Greene: 

         

              James Dillard's Co.: William Fee, Jesse Witt, James Roberts, John Atkins, John 

              Taylor, William Roberts, Augustin Sims, Barlett Reynolds, Morris Humphreys, Joseph 
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              Sewell, Josiah Smith, John Depriest, Thomas Hambleton. 

              [This proves James Dillard’s Revolutionary War service.] 

In a last court case in Pittsylvania County on 17 July 1782, "In Trespass on the Case," in which William 

Elliott was plaintiff and James Dillard defendant, "The plaintiff failing to present this Suit on the Motion 

of the defense by his Attorney it is considered by the Court that the said plaintiff be Nonsuit, and that he 

pay into the defendant Five shillings damages (pursuant to the act of Assembly in that case made and 

provided) and the Costs by him about his defense in this behalf expended." This was the last-found 

Virginia record of James Dillard. [Pittsylvania County, Virginia Court Orders, Vol. 4-6, LDS Film #0033309, 

pp. 268, 416.] 

As shown above, by 1787 James Dillard was in South Carolina, where his last record was a land sale in 

1791. He probably died there. No probate records have been found. Probable or possible children of 

James Dillard and Prescilla, probably born in Virginia, were: 

i. John Dillard (1751-1822), wife Sarah (Sally) Stovall (1758-1800): In most printed sources he has been 

called son of James and Mary Ann Hunt Dillard. The only early printed source which lists him as son of 

James Dillard is Lucy Henderson Horton's Family History. However, in "John and John Dillard of 

Pittsylvania County, Virginia," (Dillard Annual, Vol.2 [January, 1993], pp. 20-27), Lucile R. Johnson proved 

that John Dillard was son of James Dillard,of Pittsylvania County, Virginia. Correspondence with Howard 

Vallance Jones presented similar evidence that John, of Henry and Franklin County, was really  the son of 

James and grandson of Thomas Dillard, Sr. The key evidence was "Reminiscences," written to Lyman 

Copeland Draper about 1846 by Major John Redd, whose daughter married a son of John Dillard: "John 

Dillard, formerly of this county (has been dead some three years), he was grandson of Capt. Dilard, of 

Pittsylvania, sen. John Dillard has a son living at Henry Court hous, Va (Mr. A. H. Dillard), who I have no 

doubt would take pleasure In giving you any information in his powr, respecting his Gran father." John 

Dillard was approved by DAR as a Revolutionary War ancestor, both for his participation in the Battle of 

Princeton and for his civil service in Henry County. 

 ii.   Thomas Dillard (1755-1820), wife Ruth Goad: Thomas was named in Thomas Dillard, Sr.'s 1774 will 

as son of James. [Ruth Goad's name from Howard Valiance Jones.] Records of Thomas are found in 

Montgomery and Patrick County, Virginia, where his Will was proved in 1820. 

 iii.  George Dillard (traditional, has not been found in any record to date): George was named as one of 

the children of James Dillard in Lucy Henderson Horton's Family History found in Library of Congress. He 

has never been identified in a record. 

 iv.  Nancy Dillard (about 1759 - after 1820), husband William Hogan(s): Nancy Dillard was identified as 

daughter of James in her marriage record in Henry County, Virginia. Some time after William Hogan's 

will (17 February 1805-14 June 1805) was proved in Edgefield District, South Carolina, with his "friend 

Aurther Dillard" executor and his "beloved wife executrix," Nancy went to Baldwin County, Georgia, with 

her two sons, William, Jr., and James Hogan. [Copy of will from John C. Dillard.] 
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 v.   Joseph Dillard (about 1760 - before 1851), wife Priscilla Wilkins: No record has been found to 

indicate a parent of Joseph; however, he fits in as a son of James Dillard and does not seem to belong in 

any other known Dillard family in Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, or Georgia, the only states in 

which a Dillard appeared in a census or census substitute for 1790. 

vi.  William Dillard (possible), wife Elizabeth: William Dillard (1770, Halifax Co.,VA - before 1860), later of 

Gwinnett County, Georgia, could have been a son of James and Priscilla Dillard, though in 1770 they 

were living in Pittsylvania County. Their family probably talked more about Halifax than about 

Pittsylvania County. ["William Dillard," by Beulah Melton in Alice S. McCabe's Gwinnett County 

Families 1818-1968 (Georgia). For Gwinnett Historical Society. This was sent by Betty Heif.] 

vii.  Edmond Dillard (about 1775- ) (probable, not proved): Edmond Dillard's census entry was next to 

James Dillard's in the 1790 Fairfield County census. He was probably newly married, as 1 male under 16 

with 1 female. 

 viii. Arthur Dillard-(doubtful) (will 17 January 1840-5 January 1840 in Monroe County, Georgia), wife 

Polly Abney: Dr. James L. Reid believes he was not a son. An undocumented genealogy claims that he 

was son of James Dillard. 

Ancestors of James Dillard 

James Dillard's father, Thomas Dillard, Sr. (About 1700-1705 to 1774) 

James Dillard's parents were Thomas Dillard, Sr., and Winifred Nalle North, daughter of Martin Nalle, of 

Essex County, Virginia, where Thomas was executor of Martin Nalle's will. Thomas Dillard was the first of 

four Dillard men to secure land in Orange County, Virginia, in 1735. The Assembly "exempted all who 

acquired land in Orange County by January 1735 from paying country [colony], county, and parish levies 

for the next three years." The others were George Dillard, also in 1735 (will 1790 Culpeper County); 

Edward Dillard (died in Pittsylvania County in 1779), and John Dillard, who bought in Culpeper County 

(died after 1794). Thomas Dillard was reader at the Little Fork Church. Dillard land fell into Culpeper 

County in 1748. In 1750 Thomas Dillard, Sr., sold his Culpeper County land and settled in newly created 

Halifax County, Virginia by 1752. There, from the beginning, as a Justice of the Peace and vestryman of 

Antrim Parish, he helped to set up county government, see about locating roads and building a 

courthouse and a church, and generally help the frontier county become a place where people could live 

and make a living. Here he was Captain of the Militia and a reader in the Antrim Parish church. When 

Pittsylvania County was created from Halifax County in 1767, Thomas Dillard, Sr., continued as 

vestryman in Camden Parish, where he was also a reader, and was appointed Coroner. His will in 1774 

has already been discussed.     

Edward Dillard, probable father of the Culpeper County Dillards 

Edward Dillard, possibly born in New Kent County, Virginia about 1672, was probably a son of George 

Dillard, the immigrant and founder, and probably the father of the four Dillard men--Thomas, George, 

Edward, and John Dillard--who settled in Culpeper County. If they were not brothers, they were likely 
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closely related. Edward Dillard appeared in only two official records. In 1704 he was one of four King and 

Queen County Dillards who paid Queen Anne’s quit rent in King and Queen County, Virginia: George 

Dillard, with 325 acres; Thomas Dillard, with 175 acres; Edward Dilliard, with 150 acres; and Nicholas 

Dilliard, with 150 acres. Of these men, George Dillard may or may not have been the original Dillard 

settler of 1650. The name Thomas continued in King and Queen County parish records. Nicholas soon 

obtained land in King William, later Caroline County. Edward Dillard was probably the one who bought 

190 acres of land in Orange County m 1737. Whether Edward actually settled on this land, which fell into 

Culpeper County in 1748, when it was formed from Orange County, is not known. It is possible, of 

course, that he accompanied the four who settled in Culpeper County. An aging father often moved with 

sons to new land. Since a younger Edward Dillard was one of the next generation Dillards who settled in 

Culpeper County and no Edward was found in other families of that time, Terry Moorman Dillard, Albert 

S. McLean, and Howard Vallance Jones thought that this Edward Dillard was probably their father.    

First Generation of Dillard in America: George Dillard, 22 May 1650 

George Dillard: All that is sure of George Dillard, the first Dillard in an American record, is that he was a 

headright of Capt. Moore Fantleroy in Virginia 22 May 1650 (1C&P194-195); that he patented 250 acres 

of land in 1665 in New Kent County, Virginia, adjoining land he was living on (1C&P541); that this land 

fell into King and Queen County when it was created from New Kent County in 1691; that George (or a 

second George if he died before 1694) patented 139 acres in King and Queen County 20 April 1694 

(2C&P372); that before 1679 he had a wife (George’s Wife), whose name is not found in any record; that 

he and his wife sold 76 acres by deed 20 September 1679 (2C&P 240); that in Stratton Major Parish on 2 

September 1675 he and eleven others served on a jury to determine that the land of a man who died 

without heirs should excheat to the King. (VG 22:1, pp. 28-29); and that George Dillard was on the 1704 

Quit Rent Roll as owner of 325 acres in King and Queen County. In spite of what has been printed, 

anything more about George Dillard is not of record and probably will not be found and cannot be 

substantiated. 

Conclusion: Were James and Priscilla Dillard parents of Joseph Dillard? 

So were James and Priscilla Dillard parents of Joseph Dillard, whose wife was Priscilla Wilkins? No official 

record exists to prove the relationship. Since no will of James Dillard has been found and he probably 

died intestate between 1791 and 1800, having disposed of his land before he died, no list of his children 

is in records. The evidence that Joseph was probably James's son hinges on indirect evidence of 

geography and chronology, that is, of place and time, and on naming patterns. Joseph lived in Upstate 

South Carolina and across the Savannah River in Richmond County, Georgia, at the time when he could 

have been a son of James, who also lived in South Carolina. He named his oldest son James. A popular 

naming pattern was to name the oldest son after either the father or the paternal grandfather, in this 

case after a probable grandfather. Another telling point is that Lucile R. Johnson and I found Wilkins 

records in Pittsylvania County, where James's family was prominent. Kin and neighbors moved together. 

Additionally, Joseph does not fit into any other South Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia, or Virginia 

Dillard family of the time. These are the only states in which Dillards were listed in the 1790 censuses or 
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substitutes. Also, since no researcher has found evidence that nullifies the relationship, James Dillard 

seems to be the likeliest father for Joseph Dillard. 
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James Dillard and Sarah Barnard Dillard, Root Ancestors of 

the Rabun County, Georgia Dillards [67]  

Anyone who knows just a smattering of Dillard genealogy knows that James Dillard and his wife, Sarah 

Barnard Dillard, are the root ancestors of the Rabun County, Georgia Dillards. Census records disclose 

that James Dillard, youngest son of John Dillard and Ruth Vaughan Dillard, [68] was born in Buncombe 

County, North Carolina. His date of birth in handwritten Dillard family records is given as December, 

1792 with no specific date of the month. He was the only son of the sons of John Dillard, a Revolutionary 

soldier who came into Rabun County in his sixties, to settle North Georgia. He had eight children and 

fifty-two grandchildren. The large number of his descendants today is mind boggling. 
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Sarah Barnard Dillard was a native of South Carolina.  This is repeatedly set out in Rabun County, 

Georgia census records. Her date of birth in handwritten Dillard family records is given as February 3, 

1795.  A fleeting glimpse of her much traveling around father, Luke Barnard, is found on the 1790 

Census of Ninety Six District, Edgefield County, South Carolina. [69] That is the suspected area of her 

unknown place of birth in South Carolina. Her mother's name and origins remain undiscovered. [70] At 

the time of Sally's marriage to James Dillard on February 28, 1816 she was probably living with her 

family in Buncombe County, North Carolina, where Luke Barnard was recorded on the 1800 Buncombe 

County Census and documented as owning real estate in that county as early as 1807. [71] 

This article attempts to chronologically set forth what is now known about the James Dillard family. It 

also shows that there is much which is still not known.  Census records of Rabun County, Georgia 

indicate that the first three children (Caroline, Ann Marinda and Cynthia Arzelia) of the eight children 

born to James Dillard and Sarah Barnard Dillard were born in Buncombe County, North Carolina.. James 

Dillard's father, John Dillard, was at this time well established in the Flat Creek area of Buncombe County 

which he had settled some 27 years earlier in 1789 when it was Burke County. [72] In 1814 two years 

before his marriage James Dillard purchased 100 acres of land on Flat Creek in Buncombe County 

adjoining his father. [73] That is the place where James and Sarah Barnard Dillard started out married 

life in 1816 and lived for some seven years. 

James Dillard and his young family with his father and mother then in their sixties migrated from 

Buncombe into new created Rabun County which had been ceded to the state of Georgia in the 1819 

treaty with the Cherokee Indians. The exact date of the move, as well as the plans to move, is not 

known. Whether Sally stayed behind in Buncombe County to have a child in 1822 and James went ahead 

in 1821 to purchase property and perform other acts in that year is unknown. The last of the Buncombe 

County born children was in early 1822 as shown by subsequent Rabun County Censuses. The records of 

Buncombe County, North Carolina are silent as to whom and when James Dillard sold his 100 acres of 

land in that county.  Whatever may be the facts, the move took place between 1821 and 1823. Between 

1821 and 1823 James Dillard acquired Lots 162, 163, 174 and 175 as shown on the original survey of the 

Second District of Rabun County authorized by the State of Georgia when this property was first sold at 

a state lottery as unsettled lands. [74]  This property in four perfect squares of 250 acres each totaling 

1,000 acres included prime Little Tennessee River bottom lands. [75] It comprised present Dillard, 

Georgia and extended almost to the North Carolina state line.  Unproved family tradition is that James 

Dillard had to settle for this land again with the Cherokee Indians for a horse, a rifle, and two gallons of 

whiskey. 

James Dillard served as a justice of the peace when local government in Rabun County was 

organized.  He served in the House of Representatives from that county in 1824. He conducted in 1821 

the marriage of Joseph Young and Peggy Barnard, his wife's twin sister [76]. Ritchie, id., page 262. He 

served as a justice of the Rabun County Inferior Court in 1824 and 1825. [77]   
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The May 20, 1832 journal of Jesse R. Siler mentions that James Dillard was economically doing 

well.[78]  Tax records in 1836 list James Dillard as the owner of 700 acres of land and six slaves in Rabun 

County.[79] James Dillard along with A.A. Armstrong, Edward Coffee, and John McClure petitioned 

Georgia Governor George R. Gilmer at Milledgeville on February 21, 1838 for a cavalry to be stationed at 

northwestern  Rabun County for the protection of the citizens and property of the county when the time 

arrived for the removal of the Cherokee Indians in the “Trail of Tears”.[80]  The 1840 Rabun County 

Census lists James Dillard and his wife as up to fifty years of age with three sons and three daughters in 

their household. On January 5, 1843 James Dillard deeded to his son-in-law, William McDowell Lambert, 

a Negro boy named Tom, age 10 years, for a consideration of $300.00.[81]  The circumstances 

surrounding this deed are open to conjecture. 

The 1850 Rabun County Census lists James Dillard, age 58, with his wife, Sarah, age 54, and children in 

his household John B., age 23, Nancy, age 21, William, age 18, Margaret, age 14, and James B. Lambert, 

age 8. Although there is no known record he was ever a Baptist, in 1853 James Dillard conveyed a part of 

his property for the construction of the present site of the Head of the Tennessee Baptist 

Church.  Baptists had earlier erected a meeting house near the present church on land which appears to 

have been also owned by James Dillard. This deed provided that the property was to be used “for the 

use and benefit of the Baptist Church and when not occupied by Baptist Ministers to be used by other 

Ministers of orthodox faith”.[82] What “orthodox faith” meant to James Dillard is uncertain.  

Throughout many years, the activities of James Dillard as a justice of the Inferior Court and in other 

matters connected with the estates and affairs of his neighbors is well documented in the Inferior Court 

minutes of Rabun County.  In 1832 he was an appraiser for the estate of John Johnston and a purchaser 

of personal property in that estate. He was a purchaser of personal property in the estate of James 

Martin in the same year. He was an appraiser in the estates of James M. White and Edward Carter in 

1838. He was a purchaser of personal property from the White Estate in the next year.  He was an 

administrator of the estate of Ira Nicholson in 1840. [83]  

The censuses of Rabun County list James Dillard as a farmer. He also owned and operated a grist mill on 

Betty's Creek near the site of the present Dillard United Methodist Church. [84]  Ritchie, id., at page 174 

states that James and Sally Barnard Dillard adopted Linda Eller, who married William Gillespie, and 

raised her in his family. Early marriages conducted by John Dillard as a justice of the peace include this 

marriage in 1825 and the marriage of Joseph Eller and Mariah Hedden in the same year.[85]  The exact 

connection between John and James Dillard with the Eller children remains a mystery. [86] 

After the death in 1842 of their oldest child, Caroline Lambert, in childbirth complications, James Dillard 

and Sarah Barnard Dillard took in and raised James R. Lambert, Caroline’s only child. Lambert family 

folklore passes on that Sarah Barnard Dillard on the death of her daughter rode horseback from her 

home in Dillard, Georgia to Franklin, North Carolina, and rode back with James R. Lambert in her 

arms.[87]  Sarah Barnard Dillard was then in her late forties. James Dillard deeded all of his real estate 

prior to his death to his three sons beginning in 1852.[88] 
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The location of the James Dillard home site has been lost with lack of documentation and dimming of 

memories of successive generations. The still standing residence of William F. Dillard, now owned by 

Barnard Malcolm Dillard of Dillard, Georgia, is suspect in that the known age of this building which 

extends back before William F. Dillard left home for the Civil War has never been precisely verified. That 

is the location of a large spring and is at or near the center of the original 1,000 acres acquired by James 

Dillard. Some local Dillard family members point out another site west of the main highway on the lands 

north of the Town of Dillard as the possible original home site. Here, too, a large spring, necessary for 

the pioneer lifestyle, is located. 

The 1860 Rabun County census lists James Dillard, age 67, and his wife, Sarah, age 65 with only James R. 

Lambert, age 17 in their household. James Dillard died July 18, 1861 and is buried next to his father, 

John, in the Head of the Tennessee Baptist Church Cemetery at Dillard, Georgia. It is widely accepted 

that Sarah Barnard Dillard, who died on April 6, 1876, is also buried there. Her grave is unmarked and 

cannot be specifically located. The Rabun County Inferior Court at the October, 1861 term, admitted the 

will of James Dillard to probate and appointed J. B. Dillard and William F. Dillard as administrators with 

the will annexed in that the will had failed to name any executors. Application was made to the court for 

leave to sell the slaves belonging to the estate. [89]  Few Rabun County residents were slave owners 

with the exception of some of the more affluent farmers who owned property in the Tennessee Valley 

District flatlands. The will of James Dillard reads as follows: 

"State of Georgia, Rabun County. In the name of God Amen. I James Dillard of the County of Rabun and 

State of Georgia being of sound and disposing mind and memory and desirous to settle my worldly 

affairs while I have strength to do so do make and publish this my last will and testament hereby 

revoking all wills by me at any time heretofore made and first I commit my soul to God who gave it and 

my body I desire to have decently buried and my worldly estate I dispose of as follows after paying my 

just debts. First, I desire that my real and personal estate be sold by my administrators legally qualified 

according to law and the proceeds arising therefrom to be equally divided share and share alike 

between the following named legatees, vis my wife Sarah Dillard, my daughter, Ann Marinda Martin 

wife of A. J. Martin, my daughter, Arzelia Conley, wife of Hortia Conley, my daughter, Nancy Thomas, 

wife of John A. Thomas, deceased, my daughter, Margaret Nevill, wife of James M. Nevill, my son, Albert 

G. Dillard, my son,  John B. Dillard, my son, William F. Dillard and my grandson, James M. Lambert, son 

of my daughter, Caroline Lambert, wife of William M.D.Lambert I give and bequeath the same one dollar 

as his part of my estate. In witness whereof, I the said James Dillard to this my last will have unto set my 

hand and seal this 16th day of June 1861. James (his x mark) Dillard." (witnesses: H. T. Mozley, Philo 

Brownson, James M. Ritchie, and George S. Greenwood).  [90]  

An extensive number of family groups was produced by the marriage of James Dillard and Sarah Barnard 

Dillard in Rabun and surrounding counties. The James Dillard family in tabular form is set forth 

below.  These include the eight children and fifty-two grandchildren of James Dillard and Sarah Barnard 

Dillard with information as to each.  Information left blank is unknown. Footnotes give the sources of 

this information.  The abbreviation “Bapt” means Head of the Tennessee Baptist Church, and “Me.” 

means Wesley Chapel United Methodist Cemetery both at Dillard, Georgia. 
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Children of James Dillard and Sarah Barnard Dillard: [91] 

  Name                            Date of Birth                  Where Born                           Married 

  

Caroline                Aug. 27, 1817          Buncombe Co.,N.C.       William M. Lambert 

Ann Marinda         July 16, 1819           Buncombe Co., N.C.    Andrew Jackson Martin 

Cynthia Arzelia     Jan. 10, 1822           Buncombe Co., N.C.    Horatio Nelson Conley 

Albert G.                April 21, 1824           Rabun Co., Ga.             Elizabeth Ann McKinney 

John Barnett           May 1, 1827             Rabun Co., Ga.             Rachel M. McKinney 

Nancy                    Nov. 30, 1829          Rabun Co., Ga.             John A. Thomas 

William F.               June 20, 1833           Rabun Co., Ga.             Jeanette Gibson 

Margaret                April 9, 1836             Rabun Co., Ga.             Jas. A. M. Neville 

  

  Name                       When Married                       Date of Death               Where Buried 

  

Caroline                  March 2, 1837         December 30, 1842       Macon Co., N.C. 

Ann Marinda                1834 +-              March 27, 1899             Bapt, Rabun Co., Ga. 

Cynthia Arzelia      Oct. 21, 1841            May 25, 1892                Penland ,Macon Co. 

Albert G.                 Dec. 3, 1846            June 14, 1890                Bapt., Rabun Co., Ga. 

John Barnett            Dec.16,1850            October24,1895            Bapt., Rabun Co.,Ga. 

Nancy                          1840+-               November 12, 1888       Rush Cem, Macon Co. 

William F.              Apr. 1, 1855            Jan. 15, 1863                Confed., Lynchburg, Va. 

Margaret                       1855+-              January 3, 1903              Me. Cem., Rabun Co. 
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Only child of Caroline Dillard Lambert and William McDowell Lambert: [92] 

Name                                  Date of Birth                Where Born                                    Married 

James R. Lambert      Dec. 21, 1841         Macon Co., N.C.           Sarah E. Vaughn 

  

  

Name                              When Married                   Date of Death                    Where Buried 

James R. Lambert     Oct. 10, 1880           Jan. 23, 1902                Wood Co.,Texas 

  

 Children of Ann Marinda Dillard Martin and Andrew Jackson Martin: [93] 

   Name                            Date of Birth                         Where Born                                    Married 

  

James Monroe              Sept., 1837            Rabun Co., Ga.              Martha McAllister 

Sarah Ann                    Nov. 18, 1839        Rabun Co., Ga.              Riley B. Ritchie 

Caroline                       Sept.  19, 1841        Rabun Co., Ga.              David Garland 

Andrew Jackson          Dec. 14, 1842         Rabun Co., Ga.              Unmarried 

William A.                   Dec. 17, 1844         Rabun Co., Ga.              Nancy F. Carter [94] 

Margaret E.                  Dec. 18, 1846         Rabun Co., Ga.              George Carter 

Nancy                          Mar. 22, 1849         Rabun Co., Ga.              George W. Kelly                         

Mary Marinda A.         Mar. 3, 1852           Rabun Co., Ga.              John M. Dryman 

Ellen Jeanette               July 11, 1854          Rabun Co., Ga.              Andrew B. Conley 

Laura                            May 10, 1859         Rabun Co., Ga.              Unmarried 

Julia Martha M.            July 14, 1863         Rabun Co., Ga.              Geo. Wash. Grist 

  

Name                         When Married                   Date of Death                     Where Buried 
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James Monroe                                          April, 1864                    died Confed. 

Sarah Ann               Sept. 21, 1865           Nov. 19, 1915               Me, Rabun Co. 

Caroline                  Jan. 6, 1866               Oct. 27, 1887                Bapt., Rabun Co. Ga. 

Andrew Jackson     Unmarried                 Aug. 11, 1862               died Confed. 

William A.              August 16, 1870        Mar. 31, 1930              Bapt., Rabun Co., Ga. 

Margaret E.             Dec. 10, 1868            Jan. 20, 1877                Bapt., Rabun Co., Ga. 

Nancy                     Aug. 9, 1867              Jan. 27,  1896             Kelly Cem., Rabun Gap 

Mary Marinda A.     Nov. 5, 1878            June 11, 1881               Bapt., Rabun Co., Ga. 

Ellen Jeanette           Aug. 27, 1874          Jan. 31, 1885                Bapt., Rabun Co., Ga. 

Laura                        unmarried                May 1, 1881                 Bapt., Rabun Co., Ga. 

Julia Martha M.        Nov. 13, 1881          Oct. 30, 1944               Bapt., Rabun Co., Ga. 

  

Children of Cynthia Arzelia Dillard Conley and Horatio Nelson Conley:[95]  

Name                            Date of Birth                           Where Born                                    Married 

James Bryan(t)             1842                   Otto, Macon Co NC       unmarried;.killed Conf. 

Clarissa Caroline         1844                    Otto, Macon Co., NC             unmarried ? [96] 

William Alfred            1846                    Otto, Macon Co., NC            

Andrew B.              Mar. 18, 1848          Otto, Macon Co. NC       Ellen Jeanette Martin 

Jasper Newton                 1850                     Otto,  Macon Co., N.C. 

Sarah Sally                   1850                   Otto, Macon Co., N.C. 

Samuel Caleb               1853                   Otto, Macon Co., NC      Addie F. Howard 

Nancy Eliz.                   1858                   Otto, Macon Co., NC       A.M. Justice 

Flora  M.                       1860                   Otto, Macon Co., NC 

Robert Edward Lee   July 1, 1864            Otto, Macon Co., NC                Anne L Mann 
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Name                              When Married                   Date of Death                    Where Buried 

  

James Bryan(t)          unmarried                    1862             Conley Cem., Macon Co, NC 

Clarissa Caroline       unmarried?                  1911              Conley Cem,  Macon Co, NC 

William  Alfred                                             1870 

Andrew B.              Aug. 27, 1874              June 2, 1928       Bapt., Dillard, 

Ga.                                                          

Jasper Newton                        

Sarah  Sally 

Samuel Caleb          Feb. 7, 1877                July 21, 1928 

Nancy Eliz.              Jan. 2, 1883 

Flora  M. 

Robert Edward Lee   May 14, 1891           Apr., 1904                   Otto, Macon Co., N.C.                

 

            Children of Albert G. Dillard and Elizabeth Ann McKinney Dillard:[97]  

   Name                              Born                                    Where Born                                    Married 

  

William Barnett          1848                   Rabun Co., Ga.                 Sophia Penland 

Caroline                  June 7, 1849           Rabun Co., Ga.               Henry T. Mozeley II 

George W.              July 14, 1851          Rabun Co., Ga.               Mary Mar. Howard 

Albert G. (Sug)       June 13, 1857         Rabun Co., Ga.                 Fannie Gibson 

John M.                     Feb. 24, 1860             Rabun Co., Ga.                    Margaret Foster 

Mary E.                   July 4, 1862            Rabun Co., Ga.                   A.J. Enloe [98] 

Sarah A. (Sallie)     Feb. 4, 1867            Rabun Co., Ga.                James Greenwood 
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Robert E. Lee          June 5, 1869            Rabun Co., Ga.               Amanda Turpen 

Doctor Alec B.        May 6, 1872            Rabun Co., Ga.                    Unmarried 

  

Name                              When Married                   Date of Death                    Where Buried 

  

William Barnett                                          Apr. 22, 1906 [99]              

Caroline                  May 4, 1869               Dec. 28, 1905               Bapt., Rabun Co., Ga 

George W.               Jan. 20, 1881              Dec. 31, 1910               Otto, Macon Co, NC 

Albert G. (Sug)        Sept. 18, 1881            May 7, 1917                 Bapt., Rabun Co., Ga 

John M.                    Oct. 15, 1882             June 9, 1933                Bapt., Rabun Co., Ga 

Mary E.                     Nov. 7,1889 [100]          Apr. 21, 1923              Dillard, Rabun Co., Ga 

Sarah A. (Sallie)       Nov. 27. 1889           Jan. 5, 1929                 Dillard, Rabun Co., Ga 

Robert E. Lee            Dec. 4, 1892              May 27, 1914             Dillard, Rabun Co., Ga 

Doctor Alec B.             unmarried               Oct. 6, 1892                Dillard, Rabun Co.,Ga. 

  

            Children of John Barnett Dillard and Rachel Matilda McKinney Dillard:[101] 

Name                            Date of Birth                           Where Born                                    Married 

  

Sarah Elizabeth           Feb. 19, 1851            Rabun Co., Ga.                 John H. Corn 

Margaret Rosette        April 18. 1854           Rabun Co., Ga.                 G.W.C. Wikle 

John Barnett, Jr.         Mar. 6, 1856              Rabun Co., Ga.                 Florida Wilborn 

Nancy C.                    Mar. 11, 1858            Rabun Co., Ga.                 Sumner J. Berrong 

William McKinney       Mar. 18, 1860               Rabun Co., Ga.                     Ida  T. King 

Jas. Doctor Marshall  January 25, 1862       Rabun Co., Ga.            Mattie Center Foster[102] 

Albert Lafayette         Oct. 23, 1864             Rabun Co., Ga.                 Callie Hull 
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George Macon            Feb. 26, 1865            Rabun Co., Ga.               Mary E. Hyberger[103] 

Beavert Rush              Feb. 1, 1869              Rabun Co., Ga.                  Frances Green 

Robert L.                         1871                     Rabun Co., Ga.                  Anna Sams 

  

Name                              When Married                   Date of Death                    Where Buried 

  

Sarah Elizabeth                                             Nov. 16, 1937                    Hiawassee, Ga. 

Margaret Rosette         Oct 12, 1875            Sept. 10, 1933                  Nacoochee Va. 

Ga.                      

John Barnett, Jr.         April 26, 1876           Sept. 6, 1917                   Westminster, S. 

C.                                                       

Nancy C.                     Jan. 27, 1876              July 25, 1930                    Hiawassee, Ga. 

William McKinney     Sept. 5, 1886              Jan. 26, 1940                   Westminster, 

S.C.                                                                           

Jas. Doctor Marshall    July 16, 1885            Mar. 8, 1913                   Greenville, S. 

C.                                                                           

Albert Lafayette           Feb. 18, 1906            Apr. 20, 1907                 Westminster, 

S.C.                                                                          

George Macon              Jan. 20, 1892             Apr. 10,1917                   Bapt., Dillard, Ga. 

Beavert Rush               July 25, 1895             Sept. 15, 1949                 Bapt., Dillard, 

Ga                                                                      

Robert L.                          1889+-                  July 14, 1897                  Bapt., Dillard, Ga. 

            

Children of Nancy Dillard Thomas and John A. Thomas: [104] 

Name                            Date of Birth                           Where Born                                    Married 

Charles W.             May 21, 1851              Macon Co., N. C.          Rebecca A. Long 

George N.               June 8, 1853               Macon Co., N. C.           Julia McPherson      
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Sarah Carolina        Aug. 2, 1855               Macon Co., N. C.       Jas.Marion McConnell 

Lydia A.                         1857                     Macon Co., N. C.             unmarried     

  

Name                              When Married                   Date of Death                    Where Buried 

Charles W.          May 8, 1877                  June 6, 1931            Rush Cem, Macon Co NC   

George N.           Dec. 1, 1891                 Aug. 31, 1839            Rush Cem, Macon Co NC     

Sarah Carolina        Oct. 13, 1887             Nov. 16, 1921                      

Lydia A.                  unmarried                  Aug. 21, 1936  

  

                        Children of William Frank Dillard and Jeanette Gibson Dillard: [105] 

 Name                            Date of Birth                           Where Born                                    Married 

James Hiram            Dec. 20, 1855            Rabun Co, Ga.             Georgia S. McKinney 

Zachariah Barnard    July 5, 1858              Rabun Co., Ga.             Mary Rebecca Ritchie 

Sarah Catherine        Nov. 2, 1862             Rabun Co., Ga.             Wm. Edward Powell 

  

  

Name                              When Married                   Date of Death                    Where Buried 

James Hiram             Oct. 10, 1877             Feb. 1, 1941                   Me., Rabun Co., Ga. 

Zachariah Barnard    Nov. 20, 1881           Mar. 15, 1946                 Me., Rabun Co., Ga. 

Sarah Catherine         Dec. 19, 1880           Jan. 5, 1962                    Me., Rabun Co., Ga. 

   

Children of Margaret Dillard Neville and James Alexander McCarter  Neville: [106] 

 Name                            Date of Birth                           Where Born                                    Married 

Joseph Evander             1859                      Rabun Co., Ga.             Martha Sitton [107]        

William Jones                1861                     Rabun Co., Ga.             Nancy A. Dickerson 
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John Dillard                   1863                     Rabun Co., Ga.             Elizabeth D. Keener 

James A.                         1873                     Rabun Co., Ga.                    Unmarried 

  

  

Name                              When Married                   Date of Death                    Where Buried 

Joseph Evander     Mar. 20, 1887 [108]                       1934                          Me., Dillard, Ga. 

William Jones        Feb. 28, 1884                 Sept. 26, 1901                    Me., Dillard, Ga. 

John Dillard          Sept. 5, 1886                            1932 

James A.                   unmarried                  Apr. 13, 1908                      Me., Dillard, Ga. 

  

 

[1]  This article was presented at the 1998 Dillard Reunion History Session. It is a compilation of the 

research of Anne G. Dickerson, Odelle K. Hamby and John M, Dillard.  Research included records of the 

National Archives, Georgia Archives and History, and the records of the office of the Georgia Adjutant 

General, family records and available standard publications. Marian Dillard Klar did all the research on 

the Confederates in the Colonel Thomas Dillard, Jr. line of descent. Assisting by letter and e-mail based 

on their independent research were Dr. Howard V Jones., Janelle Knight, Beverly V. Schroder, Karen 

Ledford, Sara L. Buckmaster and Elaine R. English.  The writing is by John M. Dillard.  

[2] Confederate Military History Extended Edition, Clement A. Evans, Wilmington, N. C., Broadfoot 

Publishing Co., 1987, Part IV, pages 44, 76, 199, 212, 227, 265, 294, 296 and 378. Units of the 

Confederate States Army, Joseph H. Crute, Jr., Midlothia, Va., (1987). 

[3] Crute, id., page 92. 

[4] Crute, id., page 112. 

[5] Evans, id., Vol. IV, page 19. 

[6] The War of the Rebellion, Series IV, Vol. III, pages 310 and 311, published by the United States 

Printing Office in 1900. 

[7] Compendium of the Confederate Armies, South Carolina and Georgia, Stewart Sifakis (1995), page 

115. 

[8] Crute, id., page 116. 
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[9] Storm in the Mountains, Vernon H. Crow, Cherokee Indian Press, Cherokee, North Carolina, 1982. 

[10]  The War of the Rebellion, id., North Carolina Troops, pages 752-769. 

[11] Crute, id., page 222. 

[12] Roster of Confederate Soldiers of Georgia, 1861-1865, Volume III, page 39, Lillian Henderson; Roster 

of Confederate Soldiers, 1861-1865, Janet B. Hewitt, Broadfoot & Co., Wilmington, N. C. (1996). 

[13] Confederate Archives, Chapter 10, File No. 21, page 166 in National Archives. 

[14] Roster of Confederate Soldiers, 1861-1865, id. 

[15] His service in Company F, 11th Regiment in Compiled Service Records was mistakenly indexed 

under the name of J. B. Dellard.  This made his complete service record difficult to find. 

[16] Wheeler, Marshall and Bruce Georgia State Directory, Nashville, Tennessee, 1876, furnished by Sara 

L. Buckmaster. 

[17] Georgia State Gazetteer, 1883-1884, published in Savannah, Georgia by Morning News Steam 

Printing Company also furnished by Sara L. Buckmaster. 

[18] Ritchie, History of the Head of the Tennessee Baptist Church, 1963, page 9. 

[19] Hewitt's Roster of Confederate Soldiers, 1861-1865, id., lists Albert G. Dillard as in the same 

company with his brother, John Barnett Dillard, that is, Georgia 4th Cavalry (St. Guards), Cannon's 

Company. National Archives Records No. 176 verify that Albert Dillard was in service in the same 

company with his brother, Barnett Dillard, in serving in Company D (Captain H. W. Cannon's company) in 

the 4th Georgia Cavalry (State Troops) in the regiment commanded by Colonel Robert White. 

[20] This obituary was furnished by Lillian Dillard Taylor of Dillard, Georgia. 

[21] Wheeler, Marshall and Bruce Georgia State Directory published in Nashville, Tennessee in 1876. 

Albert Dillard was listed as a farmer in the Georgia State Gazetteer, 1883-1884, published in Savannah, 

Georgia by Morning News Steam Printing Company in 1883-1884. 

[22] Index to Georgia Confederate Pension Files, compiled by Virgil D. White, reads at page 82: "Beavert, 

Leander M, srv Co. E, 2th Ga. See claim of Mrs. Margaret C. Beavert widow of Rabun Co., GA....she filed 

in Rabun Co., Ga.". 

[23] Roster of Confederate Soldiers of Georgia, 1861-1865, Lee A. Fulgrum, Reprint Co., Spartanburg, S. 

C. 1982, originally printed by Georgia Department of Archives and History. 

[24] For more details on the McKinneys, see unpublished manuscripts, The McKinneys and Related 

Kin and Dillard Deeds in Buncombe County, by John M. Dillard of Greenville, South Carolina on file with 

the Rabun County Library. 
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[25] These records are alleged to be sometimes inaccurate or incomplete. 

[26] He is listed with a service record in Fulgrum, id. 

[27] He is listed with a service record in Fulgrum, id. 

[28] The information on James R. Lambert was furnished by Sara Lambert Buckmaster from family data 

and cited third party sources, including, but not limited to, U. S. Archives records, The Southern 

Watchman, October 3, 1862, page 3, Georgia Grand Lodge Records, Macon, Georgia, Reconstruction 

Registration Oath Book, April, 1868, No. 298, page 171, 1850 and 1860 Rabun County Censuses, family 

Bible owned by Cheever H. Lambert in League City, Texas, Texas State Archives pension records, 

tombstones, Concord Cemetery, Wood County, Texas and marriage records, Wood County, Texas, 1880, 

page 206. 

[29] Information furnished in part by Elaine Randall English of Clayton, Georgia. 

[30] Information on descendants provided by Elaine Randall English. 

[31] Lillian Henderson, id., at page 493. 

[32] Ritchie, id., pages 91 and 92. 

[33] Jasper Hopper was one of the defendants named along with William McKinney in the settlement of 

the real estate of Charles McKinney of Buncombe County, North Carolina. The name of his mother is 

unknown. 

[34] Roster of Confederate Soldiers of Georgia, 1861-1865, Volume III, page 39. 

[35] Confederate Archives, Chapter 10, File 10, page 160 (South Carolina Confederate Records on 

Microfilm). 

[36] Broken Fortunes, R. W. Kirkland, Jr., published by the South Carolina Historical Society, Charleston, 

S. C. (1995), which covers South Carolina troops who were killed in action, lists A. J. Martin as having 

died on August 12, 1862 in Rabun County, Georgia. 

[37] Statement Anne G. Dickerson. 

[38] Several J. M. Martins and James M. Martins are listed in Confederate service records in Roster of 

Confederate Soldiers, 1861-1865, id. The fact that he was in the same company as his brother, Andrew J. 

Martin, led to his identification as the correct James M. Martin. 

[39] South Carolina Confederate Soldiers on Microfilm under Orr's Rifles. 

[40] Statement Anne G. Dickerson. 

[41] North Carolina State Troops, page 348, listing G.W.L. Kelley of Georgia. 

[42] Index to Georgia Confederate Pension Files, Virgil D. White, page 711. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref25
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref26
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref27
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref28
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref29
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref30
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref31
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref32
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref33
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref34
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref35
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref36
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref37
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref38
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref39
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref40
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref41
https://web.archive.org/web/20161012060837/file:/C:/dillardfamily/FullText1999DillardAnnual.htm#_ftnref42


The Dillard Family Association - The Dillard Annuals 

189 
 

[43] Information furnished by Beverly V. Schroder, a Conley descendant of Oakland, Cavalry 

citing Compiled Service Records of Confederate Soldiers Who Served in Organizations for North 

Carolina, Roll No. 242, 16th Infantry, C-D. 

[44] Lillian Henderson, id., Volumes III and IV, page 31. 

[45]  Compendium of the Confederate Armies, South Carolina and Georgia, id., page 115. 

[46] Compendium of the Confederate Armies, South Carolina and Georgia, id., at page 115. 

[47] Ritchie, id., at page 278. 

[48] Ritchie, id., page 278. 

[49] Ritchie, id., at page 274. 

[50] Ritchie, id, pages 274 and 275. 

[51] Ritchie, id.,page 281. 

[52] The above and the following information is from the unpublished commentary of Dr. Howard V. 

Jones and information provided by Janelle Knight, a John Dillard, Jr. descendant. 

[53] Henderson, id. 

[54] Information from Janelle Knight relying on Bicentennial Gordon County History. 

[55] Index to Georgia Confederate Pension Files, id., page 291 which verifies his service in Company D, 

8th Battalion, Georgia Infantry. 

[56] Hewitt, id. 

[57] Hewitt, id,, and Henderson's consolidated index at Volume 4, page 377. 

[58] Hewitt, id. 

[59] Hewitt, id., and Henderson id. in Volume 1, Page 600.  Also information from Janelle Knight. 

[60] Hewitt, id. 

[61] Information on William F. Dillard descendants and kin who served in the Civil War from Missouri 

was provided by Dr. Howard V. Jones from his notes and the History of Greene County, Missouri, page 

706. 

[62] All information about the Independence County, Missouri Dillard is from the unpublished 

commentary of Dr. Howard V. Jones relying principally upon research of the late Lucile R. Johnson, a 

Thomas Dillard decendant. 
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[63] Bridges over the new express highway between Asheville, North Carolina and Johnson City, 

Tennessee were named for Robert Love and J. R. Love. 

[64] Information about the children of Thomas Dillard, Jr. and the Confederate service of his 

descendants has been provided by Miriam Dillard Klar, a Thomas Dillard, Jr. descendant.  See Dillard 

Annual, Vol. 2, page 7 (January, 1993). 

[65] See above biographical sketch of James Bryan Conley, who served in Thomas’ Legion. 

[66] Report of Mrs. Helen G. Johnson, C.G.R.S., of Russellville, AL, now deceased, and recorded in Book 

__, p. 491, Spartanburg District, State of South Carolina, sent DDH by Helen D. Shewbart 30 April 1992. 

[67] This article is based on the presentation of Anne G. Dickerson and Odelle K. Hamby at the June, 

1998 Dillard Reunion History Session which consisted of charts of the James Dillard, Albert G. Dillard, 

William F. Dillard, and Andrew Jackson Martin families, a copy of the Will of James Dillard and 

photographs of the William F. Dillard gravesite and possible photograph of Sarah Barnard Dillard. For 

presenting in the Dillard Annual the within was written by John M. Dillard who used additional 

information from his research notes and information supplied to him from others as indicated. Most 

information in tables was supplied by Anne G. Dickerson. 

[68] Contrary to Rabun County Dillard tradition, the research of Dr. Howard V. Jones and letter from H. 

F. Dickerson dated May 7, 1904 indicate that her name was Ruth Vaughan and not Ruth Terry. 

[69] Researcher Belinda Bettis of Hayesville, North Carolina has also found Luke Barnard in Pendleton 

District South Carolina from 1791-1799 with his name mentioned in two South Carolina deeds. 

[70] She is reputed to have been buried in the Head of the Tennessee Baptist Church Cemetery at 

Dillard, Georgia  

[71] Deed Book B. Page 125 Buncombe County Registry. 

[72] Deed Book 2, Page 67 Buncombe County Registry. 

[73] Deed Book H,. Page 254 Buncombe County Registry  

[74] Deed Book A, Pages 5, 72, 73 and 107 Rabun County Clerk of Court. 

[75] Rabun County and its People, Volume I, Walsworth Printing Co. (1992) showing this survey of the 

Second District. 

[76] That Peggy Barnard and Sarah Barnard were twin sisters is recorded in the family data of the late 

Mary Ritchie Dillard, wife of Zach Dillard. 

[77] Ritchie, id., pages 161 and 240/ 
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[78] Copy of journal provided by Sara Lambert Buckmaster. Mention is also made of Luke Barnard, 

Andrew Barnard and John Anderson (brother of Margaret Anderson McKinney, mother of Rachel 

McKinney Dillard?). 

[79] 1836 Tax Digest of Rabun County, Georgia, Capt. Allen’s District (Tennessee Valley, GMD 556) 

abstracted by John T. Coleman. 

[80]  Letter in Georgia Department of Archives and History. 

[81] Deed Book RR, 1848-1871 Habersham County, Georgia provided by Sara L. Buckmaster. 

[82] History of the Head of the Tennessee Baptist Church, A. J. Ritchie, (1932) page 5. 

[83] Ordinary Court Records, Rabun County, Georgia (abstracted by John T. Coleman), Book A, pages 32, 

36, 41, 40, 110, 115, 132, 135; Deed Book B, Pages 6, 32 Rabun County Clerk of Court. 

[84] Deed Book F, Page 390 Rabun County Clerk of Court which suggests this grist mill was founded by 

James Dillard and not by any of his sons. 

[85] Ritchie, id., page 263. 

20 An Eller family history in the Rabun County library lists these children as illegimates.  Dr. Howard 

Jones suggests that all of the Eller children may have been distributed out among members of the 

community for care and raising, and two of them were taken in by James and Sally Dillard.  

[87] Information supplied by Sara L. Buckmaster. 

[88] Deed Book D, Pages 178 and 352 Rabun County. 

[89] Inferior Court Records, Rabun County, page 102. 

[90] Incorrect spelling in this will has been left as is. Some punctuation has been supplied for clarity. 

[91] The data in this table was supplied by Anne G. Dickerson of Dillard, Georgia. 

[92] This chart was prepared from information supplied by Sara Lambert Buckmaster citing Lambert 

Family Bible, records of U. S. Archives, The Highland Messanger, marriage licenses, Wood County, Texas 

and gravestone, Concord Cemetery, Wood County, Texas, and pension records, Texas State Archives.. 

[93] This chart was prepared from information furnished by Anne Grist Dickerson based on statements 

of Julia Martin Grist, E. Bain Johnson, granddaughter of Ellen Martin Conley, Fred M. Grist and records 

Probate Court for Rabun County, Georgia. 

[94] His second wife on her death was Addie Garland Ledford. 

[95] Information on the Conley Family was provided by Anne G. Dickerson and by Beverly V. Schroder, a 

Conley descendant.  Horatio Nelson Conley was born on December 20, 1813 in Burke County, North 

Carolina and died on August 2, 1881 near Otto in Macon County, North Carolina.  Data is based in part 
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on Macon County, N. C. marriage and death records and Macon County North Carolina Heritage, Delmar 

Printing Co, 1993,. page 181 researched by Anne G. Dickerson. 

[96] Macon County marriage records record that a marriage license was taken out by Caroline C. Conley, 

age 47, and William M. Wright, age 36, on September 18, 1891, but was returned in that the marriage 

did not take place. 

[97] From information prepared by Anne G. Dickerson relying on gravestones in Head of Tennessee 

Baptist Church, Dillard, Georgia and Asbury Methodist Church in Otto, North Carolina (Macon County, N. 

C.), records of Probate Court for Rabun County, Georgia and A. J. Ritchie, Sketches of Rabun County 

History.  Elizabeth Ann McKinney was born on November 10, 1828 in Rabun County, Georgia and died 

on Febrary 28, 1919 and is buried next to her husband, Albert G. Dillard. 

[98] Her second husband was Pulaski Garland. 

[99] Date of death is from Confederate records. 

[100] The date of her second marriage is April 5, 1904. 

[101] This table was prepared  by John M. Dillard  relying on  his personal knowledge, affidavit of Claude 

Edward Dillard dated January 24, 1979,  gravestones in Head of Tennessee Baptist Church,  Eastview 

Cemetery and First Baptist Church Cemetery, Westminster, S. C.; Springwood Cemetery, Greenville, S. 

C.,  Corn Family Cemetery of Hiawassee, Ga.,  Nacoochee (White) Methodist Church Cemetery, 

Nachoochee, Georgia,  J.D.M. and Mattie Foster Dillard Family Bible, United States Censuses and family 

information from Edward R. Dillard,  Rachel Dillard Scott, Almeda Hutchins Burns and others.   Marriage 

dates for Rosetta Dillard and Nancy Dillard are from the marriage records of the Probate Court for 

Rabun County researched by Anne G. Dickerson. 

[102] His second marriage was to Flora Bertha McIver of Robeson County, N. C. in January, 1913. 

[103] Second marriage was to Madelyn Kay, a widow, of Oklahoma. 

[104] This information was compiled by Anne G. Dickerson relying on gravestones in Rush Cemetery, 

Macon County, North Carolina, 1860-1880 Macon County Censuses, Marriage and death records of 

Macon County, N. C., and Macon County, N. C. Heritage, page 345.  John A. Thomas was born on January 

20, 1823 and died on June 14, 1860. 

[105] Compiled by Anne G. Dickerson from CSA records, records of Zach and Mary Ritchie Dillard, 

Probate Court of Rabun County records, and 1860 Rabun County Census.  Jeanette Gibson, daughter of 

Hiram Gibson and Catherine Craig Gibson, was born in South Carolina and is buried in Scruggs Rock 

Cemetery, Rabun County. 

[106] Compiled from materials written by W. E. Neville, Jr. of Tifton, Georgia at page 270 in  Rabun 

County, Georgia and its People, Volume I,  Walsworth Publishing Co (1992)  and correspondence from 

W. W. Neville, Jr. dated December 29, 1998.  Mr. Neville relied upon Lucie Neville Brown, a daughter of 
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Joseph Evander Neville and others.  This information is partly based on the 1870 and 1880 Rabun County 

Censuses.   Certain information complied by Anne G. Dickerson is from gravestones in Wesley Chapel 

Methodist Cemetery, Dillard, Georgia and Rabun County Marriage Book 1868-1884 and 1884-1895 in 

Probate Court for Rabun County, Georgia.  Alexander McCarter Neville, born in Oconee County, S. C. on 

March 29, 1832 and died  in Rabun County, Georgia on July ll,  1904. He farmed on Betty’s Creek. 

[107]  His first marriage was to his second wife’s sister, Francis Roe Sitton, by whom he had one child. Six 

children were born to his second wife. See Rabun County, Georgia and Its People, Volume 1, id 

[108] The date of his first marriage was January 31, 1882.  
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Statement of Publication 

The Dillard Annual © is a non-profit manuscript published annually by the Dillard Family Association 

beginning January 1, 1992. All individual articles are the property of each writer. The cost of printing and 

mailing is paid for by the Dillard Family Association from the dues of its members. All other work is 

contributed free of charge. 

Cherokee Claims at Eastertoy (present Dillard, Georgia) 

By John Thomas Coleman1 

“To the Victor go the spoils" is an adage practiced since the beginning of warfare. This was the opinion 

of many whites concerning the lands of the Cherokees because they chose to ally themselves with the 

English in the American Revolution. 

It didn't seem to matter that on the second time around (War of 1812) the Cherokees did side with the 

Americans against the British and their ally, the Creek Indians. By that time the westward movement of 

the whites was such that they wanted the lands of both the Cherokees and the Creeks. 

These two tribes occupied most of the State of Georgia after Georgia gave up its western lands to form 

first, the Mississippi Territory, and later, the States of Mississippi and Alabama, Georgia ceded its 

western lands to the Federal Government around 1802 under an agreement in which the Federal 

Government promised to extinguish, at its own expense, the Indian title within the reserved limits of 

Georgia as soon as it could be done "peaceably and on reasonable terms." 2 

When the Federal Government made this agreement, it was already negotiating with France for the 

Louisiana Purchase. This vast territory west of the Mississippi not only provided for a great westward 

expansion but provided a place to which the Indians could be moved. This was a plan that took much 

longer than either the Federal Government or the State of Georgia thought it would. 
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It wasn't until 1839 that the Cherokee Removal took place. Between 1802 and 1839 certain events had a 

direct bearing on the persons at the place called Eastertoy, the same place that is now the Town of 

Dillard, State of Georgia. 

These events were referred to as "Treaties," which would imply a mutual agreement. Under these 

Treaties the Cherokees gave up a quantity of land, referred to as "Cessions." These Cessions are best 

illustrated by a map based on Royce's 5th Annual Report, Bureau of American Ethnology, shown as 

Exhibit A. 

The cessions of land in Georgia are best illustrated by a map of that state shown as Exhibit B. The 

Cherokee claims to land in Georgia were north of the Broad River in the northeast part of the state and 

north of the Chattahoochee River in the northwest part of the state. Lands and cessions south of these 

rivers were owned by the Creeks. 

Cessions I to 7 shown on the Royce Map (Exhibit A) were during the colonial period, in which the 

Colonies of Virginia, South Carolina, and North Carolina bought certain parts of land claimed by the 

Cherokees but which were really disputed territory with the Shawnees to the North, Creeks to the 

South, Catawbas to the East, Chickasaws to the west. 

Cession 7 by Richard Henderson and other North Carolina investors established the settlement at 

Boonesborough. Virginia claimed Kentucky as its western land. In exchange Henderson & Co. acquired 

land in the western part of its native state in what was to become the State of Tennessee (Cession 10b). 

The maintenance of a settlement at Nashborough is a story unto itself. This is also true of the struggle to 

create the State of Franklin in East Tennessee (Cession 10a & 11). 

Cessions 8, 9, and 10 were forced cessions mostly in retaliation for Cherokee hostilities against white 

settlements. Cession 8 in 1777 in South Carolina brought settlers to Pendleton District. Only the 

northeastern comer of Georgia was left to the Cherokees. Two old Revolutionary soldiers, Jesse Coffee 

and Jeffrey Beck, settled there. Their children were to be among the first settlers of Rabun 

County. 3 Cession 9 opened up western North Carolina to the Blue Ridge and Cession 10 allowed the 

establishment of the County of Franklin in Georgia. 

These cessions in North Carolina allowed the settlement of "Old Buncombe" in 1791 which stretched 

from the Blue Ridge to the Smokies. Into this area came the Barnards, the Brevards or Brevarts, 

Dickersons, Dillards, Gillespies, Millers, Pattersons, Roberts, and Sheltons. Old Buncombe was 

established too late for the first census of 1790 but all these people were there for the census of 

1800 .4, 5 All would later appear in Rabun. 

Cession 12 through 20 were small tracts up and down the Tennessee River. Cession 21 in 1816 removed 

the Cherokees entirely from. the State of South Carolina. 

The Treaty of July 8, 1817 (Cession 23), described as a "tract in Georgia, east of the Chattahoochee," 

brought about the Georgia counties of Walton, Gwinnett, Hall, and Habersham. This treaty contained 

the first "citizenship" article. Article 8 to the Treaty of 1817 read as follows: "And to each and every head 
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of any Indian family residing on the east side of the Mississippi River, on the lands that are now, or may 

hereafter be, surrendered to the United States, who may wish to become citizens of the United States, 

the United States do agree to give a reservation of 640 acres of land, in a square, to include their 

improvements, which are to be as near the centre thereof as practicable, in which they were to have a 

life estate, with a reversion in fee simple to their children, reserving to the widow her dower, the 

register of whose names is to be filed in the office of the Cherokee agent, which shall be kept open until 

the census is taken as stipulated in the third article of this treaty. Provided that if any of the heads of 

families for whom reservations may be made should remove therefrom, then, in that case, the right to 

revert to the United States." 

In compliance with this treaty a Register was started in July of 1817. Beginning with No. 1, was James 

Lesley with his wife and five family members who were living on Coosa River. Others familiar to the 

writer include John and Lewis Ross, Bryant Ward, Nancy Ward, Andrew Miller, John Hilderbrand, and 

Gideon Morris. 

No. 306 registered on September 19, 1819 was Richard Downing at Eastertoy No. 307. Also registered 

on September 19, 1819, was Little Betty (a widow) at Eastertoy. 6 

The treaty of February 27, 1819 (Cession 29) was to become the County of Rabun by Act of Georgia 

Legislature the last week of December 1819. This Cession also included land that in 1828 became Macon 

County, North Carolina. 

The state line between Rabun County, Georgia, and Macon County, North Carolina runs along the 35th 

Parallel. Long standing disputes between the two states were finally resolved in 1812 by Andrew Ellicott, 

a nationally known surveyor. Prior to that time the road between the 

two states had run along the east side of the Little Tennessee River. The surveyors of the 35th Parallel 

left a locust post or stake on the state line west of the Little Tennessee River, and a new road started 

about this time was to cross the line at this post and became known as the Locust Stake Road, later 

known as the State Road and today as U.S. 23/441.  

In the summer of 1820 five survey teams came to the new County of Rabun. They surveyed lots in each 

of the five land districts. The lots in District 1, 3, 4, 5 contained 490 acres. The lots in District 2 contained 

250 acres. Those lots were numbered and are maintained as reference points to this day, using the same 

district numbers and lot numbers as assigned in 1820.8 

Article 3 of the Treaty of February 27, 1819, reaffirmed the "citizenship" article of the treaty of 1817. 9 

There were a number of additional treaties on February 27, 1819 (Cessions 30 through 35) involving very 

small tracts of land, which left the Cherokees in possession of the darkened area on the Royce Map in 

northwest Georgia, southwest North Carolina, southeast Tennessee, and northwest Alabama from 1819 

to 1835. In the interim many Cherokees had voluntarily gone to Arkansas and became known as "old 

settlers." Additional articles in the treaties of 1817 and 1819 agreed to pay them for "improvements" 

left behind and to pay a small stipend for leaving. 
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Most of the Cherokee land was still in Georgia. The State of Georgia kept the pressure on the Federal 

Government to comply with their Agreement of 1802. Finally in 1835 the "Ross Faction” of the 

Cherokees signed their final Treaty (Cession 36) ceding all lands east of the Mississippi. 

In spite of the Treaty of 1835 there was still resistance by the Cherokees to leaving. Many chose 

United.States citizenship, received their 640 acres of land, and then signed Powers of Attorney to white 

men to have control of the land and act on their behalf in the ongoing legal battles. Examples are 

powers of attorney given to William H.Thomas and Thomas Dillard of Haywood County, North. 

Carofina,10 and to others in Macon County, North Carolina. 11 

The Treaty of 1835 did not have the "citizenship clause." The time had expired for persons to make a 

claim under the Treaty of 1817 and 1819. However, the right to make "claims for value of land and 

improvements" was still in effect. These claims were to remain in the Courts for many years. Finally in 

1906 the Federal Courts made an award of some $1,000,000.00. This award gave rise to some 40,000+ 

claims which have been summarized, indexed, and compiled into nine volumes to date by Jerry Wright 

Jordan and entitled Cherokees by Blood. 12 

It was these claims for value of land and improvements that brought Richard Downing back to Rabun 

County, Georgia. Stories in Rabun County by the older people indicate that Little Betty never left the 

county but simply moved further up the creek that today still bears her name. Little Betty is not to be 

confused with Betty Whitecloud, who was living along the creek in the 1920s or 30s. 

The Henderson Roll of 1835, the Murray Roll of 1848, and the Chapman Roll of 1851 find Richard 

Downing living along the waters of Shooting Creek in what was then Macon County but later Cherokee 

County and today Clay County, North Carolina. Nancy Blythe and John and Isaac Tucker were also there 

in 1835. By 1851 also there were James and Sally Blythe and James and Stacy Beck. 13 

Obediah Terry Dickerson, son-in-law of John Dillard and first County Surveyor for the County of Rabun, 

was to survey the one square mile, a 640 acre tract for the two claimants. His diagram and description of 

each is shown as Exhibits C and D. 

The writer has made an effort to locate and describe the location of the claims of Little Betty and Dick 

Downing, using an early National Forest Service Map (1933) (Exhibit E) and a copy of a map of the City of 

Dillard (Rabun County Plat Book 11, page 228) (Exhibit F). House locations and other markings were 

added by this writer. 

The Forest Service Map is only a small sector of the Second Land District of Rabun County shown on the 

writer's reproduction of the original survey maps of 1820 and provided to the Book Committee of Rabun 

County Georgia And Its People, Volume 1, pages 12-17 (Exhibit G). As indicated, the lot locations and 

numbering system are the same on Exhibits E, F, G. 

The documentation for these claims comes from the First Board of Cherokee Commissioners, Records of 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Record Group 75, Claim No. 114 (Little Betty) and 117 (Downing), National 

Archives, 700 Pennsylvania. Ave N.W., Washington. D.C. 20408-0001. 
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In an effort to pinpoint the location of these claims the writer made use of the following Plats at the 

Clerk of Court's office at Clayton, Georgia: 

Lee M. Happ Properties Plat Book 2, Page. 224 

Rabun Mills (Now Rabun Apparel), Plat Book 5A, Page 90 

Various Dillard Heirs, Plat Book 7, Pages 170-175 

City of Dillard, Plat Book 11, Page.223 (Exhibit F) 

Dillard House, Inc., Plat Book 39, Page. 231 (Exhibit H). 

The materials from the National Archives contain statements by the two claimants as well as witnesses 

that knew them and who also gave opinions as the value of their land and improvements. 

The Little Betty Claim 

Little Betty Her testimony was that she and her family of 18 had resided on the claim twelve months or 

more prior to 1817 and 1819, that she did not leave her property voluntarily but by "force, violence and 

threats." This was witnessed by George Blair, interpreter and Samuel Sanders, Justice of the Peace, 

County of Macon, State North Carolina 

John Barnett: His sworn statement was that in the spring of 1820 ot 1821 he moved into house of Little 

Betty. She moved off to another house a short distance away. This was witnessed by Samuel Sanders, 

Justice of the Peace. Note: Some Dillard researchers believe John Barnett may have been John Barnard. 

Pleasant Watts: His sworn statement was that he lived near the claimed property since 1821 and that it 

was valued at $1500 to $2000. Note: He was, known to be son of Joseph Watts of Burke County, North 

Carolina. Pleasant Watts was land speculator and the largest land owner in Little Tennessee Valley. His 

sister, Katherine Watts Gaines, gave a deposition in Rabun County that they were grandchildren of Chief 

John Watts, also known as Young Tassel. Another sister, Mary Watts Hollifield, was a great, great 

grandmother of this writer.  

Thomas "Red" Kelly: He was a son of John Kelly, the owner of Land Lots 164 and 172, through which ran 

Kelly's Creek. Much of this land is still owned by the Kelly family. Surveyors in 1820 called it Wattson's 

Creek. Kelly put a value of $1800 on Betty's land. 

A. A. Miller: He was an adverse witness saying that he had known Little Betty for 34 years and that he 

was certain that she did not take a reservation. Note: He is believed to be the same Andrew Miller who 

was mentioned in Sketches of Rabun County History by A. J. Richie at page 65 et seq. A. A. Miller was 

also a large buyer and seller of lands in early Buncombe County. 

Gideon F. Morris: Deposed in Monroe County, Tennessee, he stated that he knew Betty who took a 

reservation near Franklin, Macon County, North Carolina, and that she had lived there since 1815. He 
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further stated that Betty sold to the State of North Carolina and continued to live there. Note: this is 

confirmed in Deed Book A, page 20 listing Bettey (Betsey) (signature) selling her interest for $50. Morris 

is listed on page 23 as guardian of three children of Little Deer and receiving $800 for that reservation. 

There was a Gideon Morris as early as 1794 in Wautauga Settlement of North Carolina (later Tennessee) 

living very near Shadrack Morris. A Shadrack Morris was the first Sheriff of Rabun County. 

John B. Moore: He stated that he came from North Carolina to Georgia in 1822 and that Little Betty had 

moved by then. He was told she had not left voluntarily. He gave a value of $1500 on her property. 

Jonathan Blythe. He gave two sworn statements in support of Little Betty. Note: A white man was 

married to a Cherokee woman named Nancy or Annie. He lived among the whites in Pendleton District, 

South Carolina (1810 census); Haywood County, North Carolina (1820 census); Macon County, North 

Carolina (1830 census), Cherokee County, North Carolina (1840 census); and in Rabun County, Georgia 

(1850 census). Nancy and a child were on the Cherokee Roll of 1835. White husbands were not included 

on Cherokee Rolls. Shown on Shooting Creek along with Dick Downing and others, Nancy either died or 

went to Oklahoma. Jonathan Blythe married Malinda Thompson in Rabun County in April, 1849. In 1906 

two hundred twenty one claimants made claim for Cherokee benefits as descendants of Jonathan and 

Nancy Blythe. 

The Dick Downing Claim 

Thomas "Red" Kelly, John B. Moore, Jonathan Blythe and Pleasant Watts gave depositions on behalf of 

Downing. They also gave estimated valuations of his property at $5,000. 

Luke Barnard testified that in March 1820 he moved from North Carolina to Rabun County and into the 

house of Dick Downing on the authority of Charles Gates. He stated that Downing had another house on 

the property that he kept locked. Soon thereafter, Downing moved away. 

William Gillespie testified that he had lived near Downing since 1822 and valued his property at $5,000. 

Note: Gillespie's sister, Mary Elvira Gillespie, was the wife of Pleasant Watts. Their land lots 

(135-Gillespie and 145-Watts) touched at comer-post on Land Lots 135/136 and 145/146. Gillespie 

bought his lot from Charles Gates in September 1822 by the first deed recorded in Rabun County in 

Deed Book A, page. 1. 

Fixing the Site 

The writer's article, "Creation of a County" in Rabun County, Georgia and its People, Volume 1, pages 8, 

9, and 10, describes in detail how the treaties of 1816, 1817, and 1819 were to affect the establishment 

of a new County called Rabun. 

In summary, the Treaty of 1816 took away the last Cherokee land in South Carolina and fixed the eastern 

boundary of Rabun at Edicott's Rock and down the Chatuga River. Surveyor Edicott had also fixed the 

north boundary of Georgia and Rabun along the 35th parallel. 



The Dillard Family Association - The Dillard Annuals 

200 
 

Another well known surveyor, James Blair, had shot a north-south line in 1817 to Wildcat Creek and 

followed this creek to the Tallulah River and then the Tallulah to the Chatuga to form the north 

boundary of Habersham County. The land to the west of Blair Line and north of the described waters 

was to remain with the Cherokee Nation. 

That changed in 1819 with the Blair Line extending north to the North Carolina line. That land to the east 

of the Blair fine and north of the waters of the Tallulah River formed the new 

county of Rabun. Land to the west of the Blair Line remained with the Cherokee Nation. That land 

remained the boundary of Cherokee Nation until their removal in 1839. 

Volume 19 of the writer's Research Materials covers early land records of Rabun County and includes 

those citizens of Georgia who drew land in Rabun in the lottery of 1820. Also included are some of the 

survey notes of the five survey teams that came to Rabun as follows: 

"Field notes of the 2nd District in Rabun County surveyed by me commencing on the Ist day of May 1820 

and concluding on the 17th June thereafter. Thomas G. Phillips and Benjamin Thurmond chain bearers 

and Charles P. Collier, axe man. /S/ Hiram Glazier." 

All land surveys have a "Point of Beginning" (POB). For Rabun County it was on the Blair Line at Wildcat 

Creek. An east-west line was shot from that point due east to the waters of the Chatuga River. Districts 

1, 2 and 3 were to the north of that fine. District 4 and 5 were to the south of that line. (See small map 

on Exhibit G). 

Glazier's team shot 15 parallel fines, north to south, 3300 feet apart. Glazier then projected 15 parallel 

lines, east to west, 3300 feet apart. When finished he had 14 x 14 or 196 Land Lots, 3300 feet square, 

containing 250 acres each. 

Very few of the Georgia citizens drawing land in Rabun County in the 1820 lottery ever came to Rabun. 

They either sold their lots to land speculators or to persons interested in coming to Rabun County. Most 

of the first settlers came in from the Carolinas with those from North Carolina settling in "the Valley" 

and those from South Carolina settling in the Warwoman or Chechero Districts. The Second District 

extended from the North Carolina line to an east-west line about where the radio station is now located 

in south Clayton. 

On February 1, 1821, James Dillard purchased Land Lot 174 from William Hayes of Morgan County, 

Georgia. By November 16, 1824, he had purchased three adjoining lots -- 163, 175 and 162 -- in that 

order. His home place was established on high ground very close to the center of these four lots 

(Building C, Exhibit F). 

In describing the Little Betty and Downing claims, Obediah Dickerson mentions Dillard properties and 

also property owners to the east, west, and south. The Downing drawing has the east-west line on the 

south side crowding the south bank of Tuckers Mill Creek (now Darnell Creek), which was known to be 

near the Gillespie-Watts comer at Land Lots 135-136 and 145-146. Since that corner post is now on the 

writer and his sister's property, that was my Point of Beginning. 
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About a hundred yards west of my second home on Kelly's Creek Road, this road passes through a road 

cut with a high embankment of long standing on the south and Darnell Creek on the north. At that point 

the north-south fence of the Joe Burrell heirs lines up with a straight line of woodland owned by Rabun 

Apparel Mill that extends north to the bottom land of the heirs of Tom Grist. This is the dividing line 

between Land Lots 146 and 145. 

The road cut and creek bank are 600 to 700 feet north of the south side of Land Lot 146. If Land Lot 146 

is 3300 feet from south to north and one subtracts 600 to 700 feet, that leaves 2600 to 2700 feet 

remaining in Land Lot 146. If Downing's lot is one mile or 5,280 feet from south to north, then it is only 

about half of what was in Land Lot 146. The other half would be in the next lot to the north or land lot 

163. That is one of the Dillard lots. It would not use all of lot 163, having 3,300 feet but again only a half 

mile or 2,640 feet with the northernmost eastwest line of the Downing lot, which would be 600 to 700 

feet south of 163-174 Land Lot line. 

Having established that the half way mark was at the Land Lot 146-163 line, I concluded that Dickerson 

probably used the Land Lot 146-147 and 162-163 comer as his "POB." This would be Dillard property 

with which he would be most familiar. If Luke Barnard and John Barnett (both Dillard relatives) displaced 

Little Betty and Downing, it would follow that both houses were on Dillard property.  

My original thinking was that the north-south and east-west lines of Land Lot 162-163 might be the base 

line, but Dickerson's description put the southwestern corner of Downing on Jesse Carter's lot 147 

rather than James Martin's lot 146.  

The answer was apparently in Dickerson's effort to put both the Little Betty and Downing houses the 

same distance from a common north-south fine and, in turn, to place their houses in the middle of their 

respective north-south fines. All of this was an effort to comply with the 1817 treaty that specified that 

their improvements would be as near as practicable to the center of their 640 acre tracts. Another 

indication that Dickerson was trying to help in this respect is that his narrative indicates that the houses 

were 52 poles or 858 feet from the north-south common fine. Yet on Dickerson's diagram the Downing 

house would appear to be much closer to the center of the lot than 858 feet would otherwise indicate.  

The Cherokees did not believe in individual ownership of land. It was all a communal ownership. Even 

though Downing and Little Betty may have thought their respective properties were along the Little 

Tennessee River and Little Betty's Creek, it is doubtful that either envisioned it to be as surveyed and 

sketched by Obediah Dickerson.  

To establish this north-south line, Dickerson started at the Downing house and surveyed a direct line to 

Little Betty. He then retraced this line half the distance and shot a north-south line, which became the 

common north-south line. Dickerson's drawing places this line still west of the Locust Stake road on the 

south end but west of the Locust Stake road on the north end. Present day plats would place this line 

between 200 and 300 feet west of the north-south lines between Land Lots 162-163 and 174-175. 

Dickerson's drawings and narrative would indicate that the houses on an east-west parallel line would 

be exactly 80 poles or 1/4 mile or 1320 feet apart. This seems unlikely, but he apparently made it 
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happen by surveying the diagonal line to one house of Little Betty and using the other house for the 

east-west parallel line.  

Placing the common north-south fine even one foot west of the known Land Lot line would put the 

southwestern comer in the Carter lot (147). For that reason it is impossible to 

reconstruct to the exact footage in the location of the lot lines for the 640 acre tracts or the exact 

location of the two houses.  

My conclusions are that the Downing house was in the pasture just east of the Dillard House Complex at 

the end of a street called Skillet. Little Betty's house was over in the block west of the Methodist church. 

That block is surrounded on two sides by Betty Whitecloud Street. It was named by Dr. John Marion 

Brown, whose widow still lives there. It seems that he came to the conclusion that the creek flowing 

nearby may have been named after Betty Whitecloud, but documentation would indicate otherwise. 

In 1906 Samuel Beck of the Warwoman District of Rabun County made claim for a share of the Cherokee 

settlement and received the same based on establishing that his parents were Berry B. Beck and Stacy 

Blythe, that his grandparents were James Blythe and Sallie Downing, and that his great grandparents 

were Richard Downing and Nellie Downing. 

One final bit of trivia. There was a Cherokee by the name of "Skillet" and two others by the name of 

"Tucker" on the same Cherokee Roll with Dick Downing on Shooting Creek, Cherokee County, North 

Carolina. 

EndNotes 

1.      This writer was born in 1930 in Persimmon District, Rabun County, Georgia, to Norman and Ruby 

Howard Coleman. In 1934 his father moved to Rabun Gap to provide the first school buses in the Valley 

District. He graduated from Rabun Gap Nachoochee School in 1947 and from North Georgia College in 

1951. He was commissioned 2nd Lt. Infantry. He served one year in Korea. He has been 40 years in 

insurance claims, of which 33 years was as Claims Manager for two insurance companies. He has been 

interested in genealogical and historical research since 1975. He has published seven census books and 

one court record book on Rabun County. He has a collection of 40 volumes of Research Materials on 

various subjects and families of Rabun County.These include the descendent of many early settlers of 

Rabun: the Becks, Coffees, Colemans, Howards, Justuses, Smiths, Sheltons, Roberts, Yorks, and Watts. 

2. Georgia History in Outline by Kenneth Coleman. 

3. Volumes 3 and 4 of J.T. Coleman Research Materials. 

4. 1800 Census, Buncombe County, North Carolina. 

5. Buncombe County Index to Deeds, 1783-1850 by James E. Wooley. 

6. Register of Persons Who Wish Reservations Under the Treaty of July 8th 1817, from Books of Agent 

for the Cherokee Indians, Volume 18 of John T. Coleman Research Materials. 
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7. Bartram's Travels. 

8. John T. Coleman reproduction of 1820 Surveys shown on pages 12-17 of Rabun County and Its 

People, Volume 1. 

9. Same as 6, above. 

10.  Haywood County, N.C. Deed Book pages 412-414 and pages 547-548.  

11.  Macon County Deed Book A, pages 20 - 28 and Deed Book B, page 636. 

12. Jerry Wright Jordan and this writer have common Howard ancestors. She lives in Fort Worth, Texas 

and works from the Regional Archives in that city. 

13. Cherokee Roots by Bob Blankenship. 

Photo’s accompany this article but did not survive the transfer. 
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Statement of Publication 

The Dillard Annual is a non-profit manuscript published annually by the Dillard Family Association 

beginning January 1, 1992.  Each individual article is the property of each writer and may be republished 

only with the permission of that writer. The name of the editor is John M. Dillard.  The cost of printing 

and mailing is paid for by the Dillard Family Association from the dues of its members. All other work 

and expense is contributed free of charge. 

 

Plans for 2001 Dillard Reunion 

The 2001 Dillard Reunion of the Dillard Family Association will held on Saturday, June 16, 2001.  This 

date is one week later from the usual meeting date of the second weekend in June. The place will be the 

meeting room of Old Clayton Inn at 60 South Main Street, Clayton, Georgia 30525. Fellowship will start 

at 12 o’clock noon with buffet a lunch at 1:00 P. M. at a cost of $9.95 per person.  Payment by each 

person will be direct at the Old Clayton Inn cash register.  Fellowship will also follow lunch. No formal 

program, except for a brief business meeting after lunch, is planned. 

 Old Clayton Inn is a one hundred year old facility in the center of downtown Clayton, Georgia with 

numerous surrounding attractions in a historic preservation area. Clayton is the county seat of Rabun 

County, Georgia which early Dillards and kin were involved in organizing and laying out.  It is located 

about seven miles south of Dillard, Georgia. For those who travel a distance to attend, Old Clayton Inn 

has 30 rooms with double beds and two double beds at a price range of $71.00 to $114.50.  Numerous 

other motels are located nearby. Room reservations and information about accommodations can be 
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obtained by telephoning Old Clayton Inn at 1-800-454-3498 or the Rabun County Chamber of Commerce 

at (706) 782-4812.  Early reservations in this area during the tourist season are recommended. 

While this reunion will stress fellowship without a structured program, Dillard genealogists should bring 

the materials on which they may currently be working to exchange information with others who may be 

doing research.  To assist in planning for the meal and other needs, please promptly complete the 

reservation form at the end of this manuscript, remove it, and return it by mail to our Secretary. 

 

Reunion Speakers and Writers of Articles 

Participants at the Tenth History Session held on June 10, 2000 and the writers of the articles contained 

in this issue of the Dillard Annual are: 

John C. Dillard of Bessemer, Alabama has produced original research in identifying certain of the many 

confusing lines of Dillards in South Carolina who have not been previously pinned down. He was a 

speaker at the reunion and writer of “Some South Carolina Dillards.”  John was born in Alabama to John 

Earle Dillard and Nannie Mae Grimes. He served in World War II as a U. S. Marine Paratrooper.  He was 

engaged in combat in the Pacific theatre.  He is married to Alice Virginia Dean, who co-ventures his 

genealogical work.  He was in business with his father in Alabama and later regional manager for the 

Rochester Germicide Co. in Memphis, Tennessee.  He has owned and operated a landscaping business 

and two craft and gift shops.  John is now retired and is the father of three children with six 

grandchildren. 

Carlton M. Dillard of Augusta, Georgia who has written, “Solving the Fielding Dillard Puzzle of 1800,” is 

an accomplished genealogist who has published two books on the Fielding Dillard line.  His first book 

was Back to Old Virginia with Dillards, Daniel & Kin.  Carlton is native Georgian.  He finished Berry 

College and was a special agent for the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Charlotte, Atlanta and New 

York.  He is married to Mary Ruth Hardy.  He is now retired.  Carlton is the father of four children and 

three grandchildren. 

Nancy Russell Black, a Fielding Dillard descendant of Gainesville, Georgia, is the granddaughter of Ina 

Dillard Russell whose letters have been compiled in Roots and Ever Green written by her sister, Sally 

Russell Warrington.  Nancy is the sixth of the seven children of Alexander Brevard Russell and Sarah Isbel 

Russell.  She was graduated from the University of Georgia with a B.S.and a Master’s Degree in 

Education.  She is married to Georgia native Colonel Frank A. Black of the United States Air Force.  Nancy 

is the mother of two children.  One finished the U. S. Air Force Academy.  The other is a recent graduate 

of North Georgia College. 

  

Sally Russell Warrington, who resides in Warwick, England and who held her audience spell bound at our 

reunion two years ago, is the compiler of Roots and Ever Green the first printing of 1500 copies of which 

sold out quickly.  Sally is formerly professor of English and French at Gainesville College and is now 



The Dillard Family Association - The Dillard Annuals 

206 
 

engaged in writing.  Two of her books are near publication.  She is married to Les Warrington and the 

mother of two children.  One of her grandsons is named Fielding. 

Bob Slack, from Toccoa, Georgia is now a resident of Sautee, Georgia.  He has Dillard connections of two 

sides of his family.  His presentation at the 2000 reunion was his demonstration of primitive arts and 

crafts from a live setup on the grounds of Dillard United Methodist Church.  Bob is a Folklore Education 

Specialist with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources with whom he has been connected for the 

past thirty years.  He makes hand made primitive furniture, baskets, crafts and skin products.  He is 

experienced in cabin construction.  He frequently makes presentations to schoolchildren about the ways 

of their colonial ancestors in the Educational Projects of Georgia Department of Natural Resources.  Bob 

spent four years in the United States Army.  He has served as a consultant on several state historic 

restoration projects. 

Robert C. Dillard of Glendale, Arizona is a native of Prattville, Alabama.  He served in the United States 

Marine Corps during the Korean War. After graduating from Marshall University in West Virginia, Bob 

moved to Phoenix, Arizona where for more than twenty years he was the chief financial officer of a 

supermarket chain. He then joined CIGNA Healthcare.  Bob is looking forward to retirement in 2001 

after which time he plans to visit old home places of Dillards in Alabama and South Carolina.  Bob is the 

great, great grandson of Jabez Dillard who migrated to Alabama from Laurens County, South Carolina. 

There are four generations of Dillards in Bob’s Arizona family. His genealogical methodology when the 

direct proved facts cannot be found is a good lesson for all interested in Dillard research. 

 

Other South Carolina Dillards 

By John C. Dillard 

My great uncle, Joel Alfred Dillard, who is now 89 years of age, said that his father, Joel Harris Dillard, 

told him that three Dillard brothers came from the old country to Virginia.  He said that my grandfather 

also told him that some of his people were reared in Greenville, South Carolina. Greenville and Pickens 

County are today adjoining counties in South Carolina. Pickens and Greenville Counties were in 

Washington District, South Carolina from 1791 until 1799.  Greenville became a separate district after 

1800. Pickens became a separate district from its parent district, Pendleton, after 1826.  It was with this 

background of my Dillard family that my wife, Alice, and I did extensive searching identifying our line of 

Dillards in South Carolina. We soon eliminated the well documented Revolutionary Captain James 

Dillard and his kindred of Laurens District, South Carolina as not in our line.   

Our first investigation was into the records of Pickens County, South Carolina. We found my great 

grandfather, Harrison Dillard, who was born in 1812 in Edgefield County, South Carolina and who 

married Margaret Murphree, was in the 1830 census for Pickens District, South Carolina.  Harrison 

Dillard was living next door to or with his wife’s father, Levi Murphree, Jr. Harrison Dillard’s children are 

listed in the diagram set out later in this paper.  We discovered that the only other Dillards living in 
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Pickens District in 1830 as shown by that census were Gibson Dillard[1] and his family and Gibson 

Dillard’s father, James Dillard, Jr. and his children. Our search to connect the lineage of these Pickens 

District Dillards expanded into Fairfield, Chester, Union, Spartanburg, Greenville, and Edgefield Counties 

in South Carolina and into North Carolina and Virginia. 

Beginning at the earliest end of the spectrum, James Dillard, Sr., born 1730 and a son of Thomas Dillard, 

Sr. (1704-1774, born in Essex County, Virginia) and wife, “Percilla,” of Henry County, Virginia left Virginia 

and were probably in Surry County, North Carolina before 1790.  James Dillard, Sr. appeared in Surry 

County in a deed transaction in 1786.[2]  Their two probable sons, John Dillard and George Dillard, are 

listed on the 1800 Surry County, North Carolina census. James Dillard, Sr. and his wife in their advancing 

age were following their children on their way from Henry County, Virginia to Fairfield County, South 

Carolina. Their sons were John, Thomas, George, William, James, Jr. and Edmond Dillard.  Their 

daughter, Nancy, had married Williams Hogans. 

Their son, James Dillard, Jr., witnessed the deed dated June 28, 1787 from William Hogan (James Dillard, 

Sr.’s son in law) of Chester County, South Carolina to James Dillard, Sr. for 160 acres on the south side of 

Sandy River in Chester County, South Carolina.[3]  Two James Dillards, designated as senior and junior, 

were grantors of a deed of mortgage on a sixteen-year-old Negro girl named Rachel to James Davis of 

Fairfield County dated April 29, 1793 filed in Fairfield County, South Carolina.[4] 

Dorothy Dillard Hughes wrote that George Dillard was named as one of the children of James Dillard, Sr. 

in Lucy Henderson Horton’s Family History found by Mrs. Hughes in the Library of Congress.  She wrote 

that George Dillard had never been identified in a record.  A George Dillard was listed in the 1800 

Pendleton District, South Carolina census.  He had left Surry County, North Carolina because he was not 

listed in the 1810 census for that county.  

A George Dillard was in the 1810 Edgefield County, South Carolina census. That census also records in 

Edgefield County in 1810 Arthur Dillard, Peter Haiston (Harrison?)  Dillard and Phillip Dillard.  Phillip 

Dillard was in Edgefield District on the 1820 census.  James Dillard, Sr.’s son, John, named one of his sons 

Peter Haiston (Harrison?) Dillard.  Phillip Dillard is a son of a Revolutionary soldier, Nicholas Dillard, who 

settled in Edgefield District and whose lineage has not been tied down. According to the records of 

Dorothy Dillard Hughes obtained from the South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Nicholas 

Dillard served as a sergeant in the militia before and after the fall of Charleston under Colonel LeRay 

Hammond. Nicholas Dillard and his son, George Dillard, purchased land and moved to Georgia. 

The same problem of not being able to tie down his lineage exists with the George Dillard in Edgefield 

District. We may, however, be able to add his name to the list of sons of James Dillard, Sr. and his wife, 

Percilla Dillard. 

  

James Dillard, Jr. appears again in the 1800 Census of Union District with wife, Nancy, and one daughter 

under age ten.  In 1810, he was in Spartanburg District next door to his father and mother, James Dillard, 

Sr. and his wife, Pricilla.  James Dillard, Jr. had married Nancy Taylor Harris,[5] daughter of Col. Thomas 

https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn1
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn2
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn3
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn4
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn5
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Harris and Sally Harris of Union County, South Carolina.  Nancy Dillard had died before 1820.  In 1820, 

James Dillard, Jr. and his children were in the Pickens County, South Carolina census.[6]  In 1845 

Harrison Dillard, my great, great grandfather, witnessed the will of James Dillard, Jr. in Pickens County, 

South Carolina.  The following children were named in this will:  Gibson Dillard born 1801 in Union 

County, John Dillard, James Dillard, Nancy Dillard born Chester County, South Carolina, Thomas Dillard, 

born 1813 in Union County, and Catherine Dillard.  This Thomas Dillard was in the Pickens, South 

Carolina census in 1840 living next door to Harrison Dillard.[7]  This Thomas Dillard’s wife was Jane 

Dillard.  

George Dillard was in the 1800 Pendleton District, South Carolina census with a wife, two boys and one 

girl.[8] In the same year this George Dillard was also in the census of Surry County, North Carolina with 

his wife, two boys and one girl in which census this George Dillard was described as being over 45 years 

of age.[9] George Dillard in 1800 purchased in Pendleton County, later Pendleton District, from Robert 

Sharp Hamilton of Stokes County, North Carolina 200 acres on Brushy Creek of Saluda River.[10] In the 

same year, George Dillard purchased from John Brown 70 acres at the same location.[11]  A part of 

Pendleton District later became Pickens County. Surry County was formed partly out of Stokes 

County.  This George Dillard was shown in the 1795 North Carolina census in Chatham County, which 

had been a part of Orange County, North Carolina. Chatham County and Surry County were formed out 

of Orange County.  People tied with connections to Harrison Dillard were from Orange and Chatham 

Counties.  This included the Bradleys, Murphrees and Davises. 

Thomas Dillard, born in 1813 and the son of James Dillard, Jr., appears too young to have fathered a 

child, Harrison Dillard, under ten years of age in 1820.  There seems to be another Thomas Dillard with a 

son under 10 years of age listed in the 1820 census of Fairfield County, South Carolina. Could this ten-

year-old son be Harrison Dillard who was born in 1812?  After all, Fairfield County was the home of 

James and Percilla Dillard who came from Virginia. That was also the home of their son, William Dillard, 

who was there in 1820 with his children.  By 1830, all of these Dillards had disappeared from Fairfield 

County to reside elsewhere.  

In Pickens County, South Carolina on January 7, 1829 a Thomas Dillard and Levi Murphree witnessed a 

deed for a tract of land on the south fork of Twelve Mile River conveyed by Moses Murphree to son, 

William Murphree.[12]  Gibson Dillard, Moses Murphree, and Levi Murphree were listed on the 1830 

Pickens District census. This Thomas Dillard could have been the father of Harrison Dillard. By the 

process of elimination there were no other Dillards around who could have been Harrison Dillard’s 

father. 

This Thomas Dillard could have been the son of a George Dillard, who, in turn, could have been the son 

of an older George Dillard, the son of James Dillard, Sr. and Percilla Dillard from Virginia. It is probable 

that the older George Dillard was the same as the George Dillard who purchased land in Pendleton 

District in 1800. 

Levi Murphree was Harrison Dillard’s father-in-law.  Moses Murphree was Levi Murphree’s 

uncle.  Harrison Dillard named his first son, Thomas Dillard, and his second son, Elias Earle Dillard. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn6
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn7
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn8
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn9
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn10
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn11
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn12
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Dillards listed on the 1850 Pickens County census included the households of Thomas Dillard (probable 

son of Gibson Dillard), Rebecca Dillard (wife of George Dillard) and Harris Dillard (the same person as 

Harrison Dillard). 

From the 1830’s to 1858 the following families were in the Secona Baptist Church in Pickens County, 

South Carolina: the Murphrees-Solomons, Mose, Levi and William.  William Murphree was the first 

pastor at Secona and El Nathan Davis, who was my sixth great grandfather, was the second 

pastor.  Further included as members of this church in the stated time period were Ruth Davis Hudgens 

Murphree, El Nathan’s daughter, Harrison Dillard and his wife, Margaret Dillard, Rebecca Bowen Dillard 

(the wife of a George Dillard)[13] and her children, Robert Dillard and Martha Dillard.[14] In 1858, 

Harrison Dillard and Margaret Dillard left Secona and joined Enon Baptist Church where their family is 

listed in the church records.  

George Dillard in 1825 married Rebecca Bowen Dillard who was born in 1807.  This George Dillard died 

in 1844. This George Dillard could have been a younger George Dillard, a possible grandson of James 

Dillard, Sr. and Percilla Dillard. 

In 1858, my great grandfather, Elias Earle Dillard and wife, Sarah Ann Bradley, born in 1836, joined Enon 

Baptist Church in Pickens County, South Carolina. They were married in 1858.[15] Her parents, Joel 

Bradley and wife, Ellen Scolds Bradley, joined this church at the same time. In 1860, Elias Earle Dillard 

and wife, Sarah Ann, got a letter of dismissal from Enon Baptist Church and moved to Pinson, Alabama. 

Elias Earle Dillard and Sarah Ann Dillard had one child who was born in 1863. His name was Joel Harris 

Dillard. He was named Joel for Joel Bradley, Sarah Ann Dillard’s father and Harris for Harrison Dillard 

both of Pickens County, South Carolina. 

Sgt. Elias Earle Dillard served in the Calvary under General Joe Wheeler throughout the Civil War.  In 

1865, Elias Earle arrived home in Pinson, Alabama at the end of the war.  That very day while he was 

enjoying a home cooked meal with his family, he heard a commotion in the barn.  He entered the barn 

and confronted a Yankee deserter in the process of stealing his horse.  The deserter killed Elias Earle 

Dillard. John B. Bradley, brother of Sarah Ann Dillard, hunted the murderer down and avenged the death 

of Elias Earle Dillard. 

Sarah Ann Dillard died in 1867 of brain fever.  She and Elias Earle Dillard are buried side by side in 

Providence Cemetery in Pinson, Alabama. Their son, Joel Harris Dillard, the grandfather of this writer, 

was reared by John B. Bradley and wife, Ellen Roper Bradley.  John B. Bradley married Ellen Roper in 

1850 in Columbiana, Alabama.  Prior to moving to Mt. Pinson, they lived with William Roper, her father. 

Sarah Ann Dillard’s other brother, David Franklin Bradley, sent Joel Harris Dillard to school.  Joel Harris 

Dillard matriculated in the school and was a teacher in Easley in Pickens County, South Carolina during 

the years 1887-1889.  Ida Bradley, his cousin, speaks of him in her diaries, Book Nine; Oct. 3, 1887 to July 

1889 pages 644-646. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn13
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn14
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn15
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A diagram of the possible family relationships of some of the Dillards above mentioned with numbered 

generations and the counties in which they resided from time to time is as follows: 

1. James Dillard, Sr. and Percilla Dillard (Henry County,Virginia, Surry County, N. C., Fairfield, 

Pickens and Spartanburg Counties, S. C.  He was a son of Thomas Dillard, Sr. of Pittsylvania 

County, Virginia). 

2. John Dillard  (Surry County, N. C. 1800 census) 

2. William Dillard (Fairfield County, S. C. in 1820 census) 

2. Thomas Dillard (Fairfield County, S.C. in 1820 census) 

2. Edmond Dillard (Fairfield County, S.C. in 1790 and 1800 censuses next to (James 

Dillard, Sr.) 

2. Arthur Dillard (Edgefield County, S. C. 1810 census) 

2. James Dillard, Jr. (married Nancy Taylor Harris, Chester, Fairfield, Pickens and and 

Spartanburg Counties, South Carolina)        

3. Gibson Dillard (Union and Pickens Counties, South Carolina) 

     4. Thomas Dillard (Pickens County, South Carolina) 

3. John Dillard (Chester County, S.C.) 

       4. Peter Haiston (Harrison?) Dillard (Edgefield County, S. C.) 

3. James Dillard (Chester County, S. C.) 

3. Nancy Dillard  (Chester County, S. C.) 

3. Thomas Dillard (married Jane, Union and Pickens Counties, S. C.) 

       4.  Carter Dillard (Pickens County, S. C.) 

            5. John Lawrence Dillard (Pickens County, S. C.) 

3. Catherine Dillard 

  2. George Dillard (Virginia, Surry County, N. C. and Pickens County, S. C.) 

3. George Dillard 

4. Thomas Dillard  (Fairfield and Pickens Counties, S. C.) 
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5. Harrison Dillard  (born 1812 in Edgefield County,  resided in Pickens 

County, S. C. Married Margaret Murphree, daughter of Levi Murphree 

of Pickens County.) Children as follows: 

6. Thomas Dillard (b. 1831. Resided in Pickens County. 

Married    Margaret Hix (Hicks) b. in Georgia and a daughter of 

Bayless Gibson Hix and Nancy Cleveland) 

6. Elias Earle Dillard  (b. 1833. Resided in Pickens County. 

Married Sarah Ann Bradley b. S. C. and a daughter of Joel 

Bradley and Ellen Scolds. Migrated to Alabama). 

                                       7. Joel Harris Dillard  (Pickens County, S. C. and Alabama) 

8.      John Earle Dillard 

         9.  John C. Dillard 

                            6.   Jane A. Dillard  (b. 1835 in S.C., d. 1885 in S. C.) 

6.      Adaline Dillard (b. 1837 in S.C.; married a Boggs who was 

b. in S.C.) 

6.   Terreessee B. Dillard (b. 1839 in S. C.) 

                             6.    Mary Dillard (b. 1845 in S.C.) 

6.       Elizabeth H.B. Dillard (b. 1848 in S. C.) 

6.       Modamey (Modonna) Dillard (b. 1849 in S. C.) 

6.       Georgiana Dillard (b. 1850 in S.C.; married E. M. Stancil 

(?)). 

6     W. Alfred Dillard  (b. 1855 in S.C., d. 1898 in Georgia; 

married Mary Ann Dickard b. in S. C. daughter of Theodore 

Dickard) 

6.       George Dillard (b. 1857 in S. C.) 

  

Anyone who may read this paper who is a descendant of the children of Harrison Dillard and Margaret 

Murphree Dillard are urged to contact the writer to help complete missing data. 
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A substantial number of Dillards who now reside in Pickens County, South Carolina, including the Dillard 

Funeral Home Dillards, appear to descend from James Dillard, Jr. who married Nancy Taylor Harris above 

mentioned. His son Thomas Dillard, born in Union County, South Carolina in 1813 and who married Jane 

Dillard, resided in Pickens County, South Carolina.[16] His son Carter Dillard, born in 1835 married 

Catherine Griffin.[17] Their son John Lawrence Dillard, born in 1868 and who died in 1935, married Ella 

Merck.[18] Their children were Austin Dillard, Mattie Dillard, Ressie Dillard, Dessie Dillard, Ern Dillard, 

Bill Dillard, Lila Dillard and Norma Dillard.[19] 

It is hoped that the above research conclusions will be a step toward sorting out the Dillard chaos in 

South Carolina.  Many questions remain. The answers to these questions demand more research and 

waiting for another day. 

End Notes  

[1] 1830 Pickens District census.  

2 A James Dillard was a witness to a Greenville District, South Carolina in 1787.  Greenville County, South 

Carolina Deed Book Index, 1787-1802, expanded edition.  

3 Surry County, North Carolina Records of Deeds, Mrs. W. A. Absfor and Mrs. Robert K. Hayes. 

4 Chester County, South Carolina Deed Book A at pages 291 and 293. 

5 Fairfield County, South Carolina Deed Book A at page 199. 

6 Upper South Carolina Genealogy and History, Volume XIII, No. 3, August 1999.  Union County, South 

Carolina Probate records of wills of Colonel Thomas Harris in 1796 and Sallie Harris in 1810, who were 

the parents of Nancy Taylor Harris Dillard. 

7 Pendleton District, South Carolina census of 1820. Pendleton District was the parent of later Pickens 

District. 

8 Pickens County, South Carolina census of 1840. 

9 1800 Pendleton District Census of South Carolina, compiled by William C. Stewart, National 

Genealogical Society. 

10 Surry County, North Carolina 1800 census.  In 1825, a George Dillard married Rebecca Bowen who 

was born in 1807. 

11 Pendleton District, South Carolina Deeds, 1790-1806, page 195. 

12 Pendleton County and District Deed Book 1790-1806, page 196. 

13 Pickens District, South Carolina Deed Book A-1, Volume 1, page 46. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn16
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/dannuals/da2001/da01all.htm#_edn17
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14 Will of William Bowen probated in Pickens District in 1857 in Box 46, File 510, which bequeaths five 

dollars to his daughter, Rebecca Bowen, who married George Dillard in 1825. 

15 A Collection of Upper South Carolina Genealogical and Family Records, Volume I, edited by James E. 

Wooley, page 57. 

16 Joel Bradley and Ellen Scolds Bradley Family Bible filed with Sumter County Genealogical Society, 

Sumter, South Carolina. 

17 Thomas Dillard, age 37, with his wife, Jane, age 30 and children Carter, Margaret, Martha and Robert 

are shown on the 1850 Pickens County census. The heirs of Catherine Dillard as shown in the estate of 

Elender Griffin in the Pickens County Probate Court in Box 107, File No. 1023 were Alice Dillard, James 

Dillard, Nancy Dillard, Cornelia Dillard and John Dillard. 

18 Carter Dillard, age 33, with his children Laura, James, Nancy, Carolina and John are shown on the 

1870 Pickens County census. 

19 John L. Dillard is shown as age 12 in the household of his father, Carter Dillard, on the 1880 Pickens 

County census. He is also shown on the 1900 Pickens County census at age 28 with his wife, Etta, age 26 

and children James A. Dillard and Mattie Dillard. 

20 Pickens County Heritage, 1995, pages 60 and 61. 

 

Solving the Fielding Dillard Puzzle of 1800 

By Carlton M. Dillard 

In colonial Virginia, couples announced their intentions to be married either by banns or by bond. If they 

chose banns, their wedding plans were announced in their church on three Sundays. This gave time for 

anyone to raise objections to the wedding. If no objections were voiced, the wedding was solemnized by 

a judge, a justice of the peace, or a minister. If the couple or their parents chose the wedding bond, the 

bond was taken in the county of the bride's residence. The bond was signed by the groom, certifying he 

was eligible to be married and fully intended to marry the bride named in the bond. The bond was also 

signed by the bride's father, a relative, or close friend of her family as evidence the bride and her family 

intended to go through with the wedding. Consent of parents was required for those planning to get 

married under twenty-one, whether male or female. The parties signing the bond promised to pay a 

specified sum to the crown, the governor of the colony, or to a county court official if the wedding did 

not take place, unless some good reason was found for it not to be solemnized.1 

Our research concerning Fielding Dillard (1771-1818) of Spotsylvania County, Virginia, was moving 

merrily along when suddenly a shocking discovery was made. The discovery was that on 6 January, 1801, 

in Rowan County, North Carolina, a contemporary Fielding Dillard had taken a marriage bond to marry 

Patsey Beadles. This bond was signed for the bride's family by Joseph Beadles, Patsey's father. This 
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discovery created a puzzle because only two months earlier on 27 October, 1800 in Halifax County, 

Virginia, Fielding Dillard had taken a marriage bond to marry Patsey "Bradley," according to an abstract 

of the county records. Signing that bond for Patsey's family was William "Bradley" according to the same 

abstract. 

We obtained a copy of the Halifax County2 bond. Upon examining the handwritten names it was clear 

that the bride's name was Patsey Beadles, not Bradley. The name of the person signing the bond for her 

family was William Beadles, not William Bradley. Part of the confusion was cleared up with this 

discovery. The abstracter had simply misread the handwritten names as Bradley instead of Beadles. 

Patsey Beadles had a brother, William. It appears the signer of the bond was another William Beadles, 

possibly an uncle, who remained in Halifax County after her father, Joseph Beadles, had migrated to 

Oglethorpe County, Georgia. The puzzle remained! We still had a marriage bond in Halifax County, 

Virginia, and another from Rowan County, North Carolina, with only two months difference in the dates 

showing Fielding Dillard intended to marry Patsey Beadles.  Same couple? What happened? Why? 

We later obtained a copy of the Rowan County, North Carolina, bond.3 As we studied that bond and 

compared it with the Virginia bond, it seemed significant that Patsey Beadles was referred to in that 

bond as: "of the county aforesaid," meaning Rowan County.  However, in the beginning paragraph, 

Fielding Dillard was referred to as "in the State." This wording seemed to refer to the agreement being 

made "in the State."  At no place in the bond was a residence given for Fielding.  However, in the Virginia 

bond both Fielding Dillard and William Beadles are referred to in the opening paragraph as "of Halifax 

County."  In the second paragraph Patsey Beadles is referred to as "of this county," meaning Halifax. 

As we compared the Fielding Dillard signatures in the two bonds, remarkable similarities began to 

appear.  All kinds of questions arose as the possibility became apparent that these two bonds were for 

the marriage of the same couple.  I forced myself not to make a hasty conclusion before every possible 

lead had been covered 

Having spent almost thirty-five years as a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, I was 

aware that from the limited amount of handwriting, both as to quantity and quality, no competent 

handwriting expert could render a valid conclusion--one that would stand up in court--about the two 

signatures. I could think of no way to find additional handwriting specimens for Fielding Dillard. 

I was acquainted with one of the best handwriting experts around and discussed my problem with him. 

That was in 1993. He was reluctant to take on the responsibility.  After I had assured him that the 

outcome of his findings was mainly for my own satisfaction, he agreed to do the comparison provided I 

did not use his name in any publication of the information.  I understood his reasons and agreed. He 

took the two signatures and kept them for about a week. 

Set out below are transcriptions of the wording of the two bonds followed by copies of the two Fielding 

Dillard signatures from the bonds. Immediately below the two signatures are the results of the 

handwriting expert's analysis. 

THE HALIFAX COUNTY, VIRGINIA,  BOND 
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“Know all men by these presents that we FIELDING DILLARD & WILLIAM BEADLES of Halifax County are 

held and firmly bound unto his excellency James Monroe, Esquire, Governor of the Commonwealth of 

Virginia for the time being and to his successors for the use of the Commonwealth in the sum of one 

hundred and fifty dollars to which payment well and truly to be made to the said governor and his 

successors as aforesaid we do bind ourselves our heirs executors and administrators jointly and 

severally firmly by these presents sealed with our seals and dated this 27th day of October 1800. 

The condition of the above obligation is such that whereas there is a marriage suddenly intended to be 

solemnized between the above bound FIELDING DILLARD & PATSEY BEADLES of this county now if there 

be no lawful cause to obstruct the said marriage then this obligation to be void--else to remain in full 

force and virtue. 

                                                      FIELDING DILLARD (SEAL) 

Witness                                         WILLIAM BEADLES (SEAL) 

BERRY GREEN” 

  

THE ROWAN COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA, BOND 

 STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, ROWAN COUNTY. 

“Know all Men by these presents, That we FIELDING DILLARD & JOSEPH BEADLES in the state aforesaid, 

are held and firmly bound unto MAX CHAMBERS Esquire, Chairman of the court of the county aforesaid, 

in the just and full sum of Five Hundred pounds, current money of this state, to be paid to the said 

Chairman, or his successors or assigns: To the which payment well and truly to be made and done, we 

bind ourselves, our heirs, executors and administrators. 

 Sealed with our seals, and dated this 6th day of January anno Dom. 1801 

 THE CONDITION of the above obligation is such, That whereas the above bounded FIELDING DILLARD 

hath made application for a License for a marriage to be celebrated between him and PATSEY BEADLES 

of the county aforesaid: Now in case it shall not appear hereafter, that there is any lawful cause to 

obstruct the said marriage, then the above obligation to be void otherwise to remain in full force and 

virtue. 

 Sealed and delivered                                        FIELDING DILLARD (SEAL) 

in the presence of us                                         JOSEPH BEADLES (SEAL) 

J. BRUM D.C.” 
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LEFT:  Fielding Dillard signature from the Halifax County, Virginia, bond 

RIGHT: Fielding Dillard signature from the Rowan County, N. C., bond 

"No report from a handwriting lab would be complete without the usual disclaimer that valid 

comparisons can't be made of photocopies, etc. Notwithstanding, I believe you're most interested in 

whether there is any reason to believe these are not the signatures of the same person. At the time 

these were written most people didn't know how to write; and the only thing they mastered was their 

own signature, done by memory.  Many could read but never developed writing skills. Comparison of 

these two photocopies shows the same pictorial sense of what the signature should be, particularly in 

the breaks and finishing strokes throughout the body of the writings being compared. Variations in the 

beginning letters are not unusual since the ego was sometimes on display in the form of beginning 

letters and ending flourishes. In my opinion, the Fielding Dillard signatures on the two documents were 

written by the same person." 

So, what happened? From available information several possible scenarios come to mind, either one of' 

which may have brought about the two wedding bonds. At that time, migrating families, for safety 

reasons, seldom traveled alone. The Joseph Beadles family may have had plans to join the first wagon 

train moving south, and the train formed or came through before the young couple could get married. 

The Beadles family stopped in Rowan County, North Carolina, long enough for Fielding to come, a new 

wedding bond to be issued, and the couple to get married.  The couple returned to Halifax County to 

live. Another possible set of circumstances: Patsey may have remained in Virginia intending to marry 

Fielding; but, because she was not yet twenty-one, the minister or court official refused to perform the 

ceremony without her father's permission and signature on the bond. 

After getting the conclusions from the fingerprint expert, I felt more convinced that the two marriages 

related to the same couple. Still, I knew I was skating on thin ice to make a positive statement in that 

regard without further research. The most important reason for conducting additional research to 

support the conclusion was that I wanted to find the truth of the matter for myself and for other Dillard 

researchers who might be faced with the same question. 

A search of the Rowan County North Carolina, marriage records for the years 1754 to 1866 showed no 

other Dillard or Beadles as groom or bride during those years.4 A second publication covering Rowan 

County marriages during the years 1753 to 1868 listed no other Dillard or Beadles.5 The index of a 

publication containing abstracts of wills and estate records for Rowan County between the years 1753 

and 1805 listed no Beadles or Dillard.6 Still another source listing abstracts of North Carolina wills for the 
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years from 1760 to 1800 did not list a will made by a Beadles or a Dillard in Rowan County during those 

years.  

In the fall of 1987, I found in Duke University Perkins Library an index to the 1800 census of North 

Carolina by Elizabeth Petty Bentley, which showed no Joseph or any other Beadles residing within 

Rowan County but did list a Joseph Beagle listed as residing in Rowan County. The author of the index 

explained, in her preface, that census enumerators made no attempt to discover the correct spelling of 

a name. They simply spelled it as they heard it pronounced. Thinking that perhaps an error had been 

made in the transcript of the index, the following day at the North Carolina State Archives, the 1800 

Census was read on microfilm, Reel 33. It was discovered, from the microfilm, that the census 

enumerator had, indeed, written the name Beagle.  No Beadles or Dillard was listed for Rowan County in 

the 1800 census. Further implication that the name Beagle was an error by the census enumerator can 

be seen in that the name did not appear in the search of Rowan County marriages. Neither the 

name Beagle, Beadles, nor Dillard appeared in Abstracts of Wills and Estate Records of Rowan County, 

N. C., 1753-1805 reviewed at North Carolina State Library at Raleigh on 20 October, 1987. 

Even though records indicate that Fielding Dillard and Patsey Beadles were married in Rowan County, 

North Carolina, they returned to Halifax County, Virginia, to live the first three years of their life 

together.  Fielding Dillard's name first appeared in records of Halifax County, Virginia, in October, 1800, 

when he signed the above mentioned marriage bond.  After that his name appears in 1802 in the Halifax 

County Personal Property Tax list. The next official record for Fielding Dillard in Halifax County, Virginia, 

was on 26 November, 1803, when he was charged with slander against Thomas Powell and Powell's 

wife.  Judgment was rendered against Fielding in the case.  He was fined 50 pounds.  

Thomas Powell was a close associate of this Dillard family. Powell's will, mentioned below, shows that 

his daughter, Patsey Powell, married a Dillard.  He is probably the same Thomas Powell, who on 26 May, 

1785, signed as surety on an Amherst County, Virginia, marriage bond between Henry Stoneham and 

Jean Dillard, daughter of Joseph Dillard, an older half brother of Fielding.  Halifax County records include 

the 2 June, 1813, will of Thomas Powell (proved 2 February, 1814,) in which he names his wife, Nomey, 

and his children: William, deceased, Thomas, Patsey Dillard, Polly Hunt, Rodah Chambers, Nomey 

Powell, Fanny Adims, and Sally Stanfield.  Powell also named his granddaughter, Nomey Collins, 

daughter of Elizabeth Powell who married George Collins. It appears that the daughter, Elizabeth Powell 

Collins, had died before Thomas Powell made his will.8 Both Richard Dillard, Fielding’s brother, and 

James Dillard, probably the half brother of Fielding, made purchases at the sale of Powell's estate.9  

There was a temptation at this point to let well enough alone as far as establishing that the two 

marriages bonds of Fielding and Patsey in different states were for the same couple; but there were 

additional facts to be explored that might help support or refute our claim. 

In June, 1773, at Augusta, Georgia under the leadership of Sir James Wright, colonial Governor of 

Georgia, the colonists took advantage of a big debt the Creek and Cherokee Indians had run up with the 

white Indian traders. In settlement of the debt, the Indians signed a treaty at Augusta on 1 June, 1773, 

giving up some 2,000,000 acres of their prime land extending along the west side of the Savannah River 
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from Little River (about 20 miles northwest of Augusta) northward about sixty miles to Cherokee Corner 

in northwest Oglethorpe County.10  

The Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) placed a marker at the Cherokee Corner site. The 

marker is set behind the Cherokee Corner Methodist Church three miles west of Crawford, Georgia, on 

Highway 78.  It explains the division of the land with the Indians at that point according to the 1773 

treaty. A line was drawn from Cherokee Corner northeastward to the Savannah River. Land to the west 

of the marker went to the Creek Indians.  Land north of the line from the marker to the Savannah River 

would belong to the Cherokees. Land south and east of the line to the Savannah River went to colonial 

Georgia. 

It was in this area that Joseph Beadles settled with his family around 1802. The 1800 census for 

Oglethorpe County, Georgia, lists neither a Dillard nor a Beadles.11 On 18 September, 1802, Joseph 

Beadles received a deed from Edward Moore, et. al., for 250 acres of land on Clouds Creek, Oglethorpe 

County.12 The Clouds Creek land would have had Cherokee Indians as neighbors.  This land purchase was 

made one year and nine months after Joseph had signed the marriage bond in Rowan County, North 

Carolina for his daughter, Patsey, and Fielding Dillard. He might well have been a resident of Oglethorpe 

County before purchasing the land. The name of Joseph Beadles appears on Oglethorpe County records 

through 2 November, 1813, when he made his will which was probated in January, 1814.  In his will, 

Joseph names a son, William Beadles, a daughter, Patsey Dillard (Mrs. Fielding Dillard), and another 

daughter, Elizabeth Stanfield (Mrs. William Stanfield).  Also named was a grandson, Joseph Beadles (son 

of William).13  

The last Halifax County, Virginia, record found for Fielding Dillard was on 26 November, 1803, when he 

was fined fifteen pounds for slandering Thomas Powell and his wife.  The earliest record found in 

Oglethorpe County, Georgia for Fielding was 7 February, 1805, when he was given a deed by Mary 

Bolton, Luke Bolton, et. al., for 260 acres on Clouds Creek (my emphasis), near his father-in-law's land. 

This would have been a little more than four years after the Rowan County, North Carolina, marriage 

bond was signed. Before Fielding's death by 1819, he had acquired five more tracts of land on Clouds 

Creek for a total of 895 acres, plus a 100-acre tract on Beaverdam Creek.14 

Fielding Dillard and Patsey Beadles were the parents of ten children.  Their first child, Joseph Beadles 

Dillard, was born in Halifax County, Virginia, in 1803.  The other nine were born after the couple had 

settled in Oglethorpe County, Georgia.  A brief biographical sketch for each of the ten children is set out 

below.  The sketches were taken from various sources as recorded beginning on page 49 of Back to Old 

Virginia with Dillard, Daniel and Kin 

JOSEPH BEADLES DILLARD, b. 1803, VA, m. Oglethorpe County, GA, OC, 8-12-1830 Elizabeth Ann 

Baldwin, nee Ellington.  Children: 5 boys, 1 girl. 

SUSAN DILLARD, b. ca 1804, OC, m. OC, 12-13-1825 Jesse King. Children: none known. 

MARY DILLARD, b. ca 1805, OC, m. Littleberry King.  Children: none known. 
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SARAH ANN DILLARD, b. ca 1806, OC, m. OC, 12-16-1830, Cornelius Furcron. 

Children: three girls, one boy. Twenty-three years after Furcron's death ca 1837, Sarah Ann 

m. 2nd, OC, ca 1860 Felix Hardeman. Children: none.  

RICHARD DILLARD, b.OC 10-10-1808, m. 1st, OC, Sarah Jane Ellington. Children three girls and two boys. 

After Sarah Jane’s death in 1843, Richard m. 2nd, OC, Antionett A. Chaffin. Children: five girls, three 

boys. 

ELIZABETH DILLARD, b. OC ca. 1810.  Nothing further known. 

HARRIETT DILLARD, b. OC, m. 2-14-1843 Mordecai Edwards. No known children. Edwards had two other 

wives after Harriet's death. 

JURIAH HEPSIBAH DILLARD, b. OC, 9 12-1813, m. OC, 12-8-1831, William Furcron. Probably one child was 

born before William's death on 12-17-1833. 

MARTHA CUSTIS DILLARD, b. OC, 5-2-1814, m. OC, 4-2-1832, John Ferdinand Phinizy. One son and one 

daughter were born to this union. 

FIELDING DILLARD II, b. OC, March 1815, m. Clarke Co., GA, 3-18-1843, America Frances Chaffin. 

Children: seven sons and six daughters. 

It is believed the research set out above presents a reasonable case that the Virginia and the North 

Carolina marriage bonds are for the same couple, Fielding Dillard and Patsey Beadles, who migrated 

around 1804 from Halifax County, Virginia, to Oglethorpe County, Georgia.  Nevertheless, where the 

Apostle Paul had a thorn in his side, I have a cocklebur under my shirt that bothers me when I read one 

item mentioned above. There still exists one too many "Patsey Dillards" for complete comfort. 

I would certainly like to know the identity of the husband of Patsey (Powell) Dillard, daughter of Thomas 

Powell.  She is named as Patsey Dillard in the will of Thomas Powell made in 1813 in Halifax County, 

Virginia. It appears that Thomas Powell and his family, before residing in Halifax County, had lived in 

Amherst County, Virginia, where Fielding Dillard's older half-brothers, Joseph and James Dillard, also 

lived with their families.  Joseph and James, originally from Spotsylvania County, Virginia, where their 

father Thomas Dillard died in 1774, had eventually settled in Amherst County.  Patsey Powell's husband 

may well have been the son or grandson of Joseph or James. If you can identify the Dillard who married 

Patsey Powell, would you please share that information with me, removing that worrisome cocklebur. 

Thanks! 

End Notes 

1       Robert Young Clay, Archivist at Virginia State Library, Richmond, Virginia, from lecture before the Augusta 

Genealogical Society, Augusta, Georgia, 3 October 1986. 

2         J. C. Sizemore, Clerk, Circuit Court, Halifax County, Virginia, Marriage Book I, p. 45. 
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3.     John M. Montgomery, Deputy Register of Deeds, Rowan County, Salisbury, North Carolina 6-3-87. 

4     Frances T. Ingmire, Rowan County, North Carolina Marriage Records, 1754-1866, Vol. 1, Ingmire Publications, 

10166 Clairmont Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63136, c 1984. 

5    Brent H. Holcomb, Marriages of Rowan County, North Carolina 1753-1868, Genealogical Publishing Co., 

Baltimore, 1981.  

6     Abstracts of Wills and Estate Records of Rowan County. North Carolina. 1753-1805, at North Carolina State 

Library, Raleigh, North Carolina. 

7     Halifax County, Virginia, Court Order Book, Pleas No. 22, p. 137, as checked by Mrs. Lightfoot B. Fourqurean, 

Certified Researcher, South Boston, Virginia. 

8     Barry L. McGhee, Halifax County, Virginia, Will Book 9, p. 403. 

9     Barry. L. McGhee, Halifax County, Virginia, Will Book 10, p. 286. 

10    Ellis Merton Coulter, Old Petersburg and the Broad River Valley of Georgia, University of Georgia Press, 

Athens, Georgia, pp. 2, 3. 

11    Mary B. Warren, l800 Census of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, published by Heritage Papers, Danielsville, 

Georgia, c 1965. 

12    Oglethorpe County, Georgia Deed Book D, p 161. Superior Court, Lexington, Georgia. 

13    Oglethorpe County, Georgia Will Book 2, p. 93.  Probate Court, Lexington, Georgia. 

14       Oglethorpe County, Georgia, Filing Docket and General Index: to Deeds and Realty Mortgages, Grantees, p. 

25; Deed Book D, p. 487; Deed Book E,  p. 47; Deed Book H,  pp. 145, 274, 376, 534; Deed Book I,  p. 527; Deed 

Book L, p. 109. 

 

Roots and Ever Green: the Letters of Ina Dillard Russell 

Nancy Russell Black, Speaker | Sally Russell Warrington, Writer 

Nancy Russell Black was a speaker at the Tenth History Session at the annual reunion of the Dillard 

Family Association on June 10, 2000.  She reviewed the life of her grandmother, Ina Dillard Russell, and 

her sister’s book, Roots and Ever Green, based on the letters written by her grandmother published on 

December 9, 1999 by the University of Georgia Press. The University of Georgia Press, the publisher of 

monographs in the humanities and other books, has published over 1400 books since 1938.  Ina Dillard 

Russell is a descendant of Fielding Dillard (1771-1818) who moved from Spotsylvania County, Virginia 

and settled at Cherokee Corner, Georgia in Oglethorpe County, Georgia prior to 1805 when the 

Cherokee and Creek Indians ceded that part of Georgia to the state. The descendants of Fielding Dillard 

hold an annual reunion at Cherokee Corner Methodist Church. The Russell family holds an annual 

reunion at nearby Winder, Georgia. 
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In lieu of printing Sally’s entertaining talk, press releases from the University of Georgia on Roots and 

Ever Green are quoted as follows: 

“Author Sally Russell’s compilation of letters, Roots and Ever Green, provides an honest, detailed 

account of daily life in Georgia from 1891 to 1936. There letters were written not by a historian or 

scholar but a well educated, witty, bright, energetic and irrepressible woman named Ina Dillard 

Russell.  In her literate and loving letters to her children and husband, she illuminates the essence of the 

turn-of-the-century Georgia farm life, state politics, race relations and health matters, including the evils 

of tobacco.  

“Born in 1868, the thirteenth child of a hardworking farm family in Oglethorpe [County], Georgia, Ina 

entered time in a place of despair, defeat, and deprivation. However, when she married Athens lawyer 

and future chief justice of the Georgia Supreme Court Richard Brevard Russell in 1891, the world was 

poised for a thrilling swing into a new age. Reared strictly in the revered code of the agrarian Old South, 

Ina moved into the new world with élan, yet retained her old values with amazing grace. She aspired to 

live simply despite her husband's tenacious political ambitions and repeated defeats. And at times, the 

balancing act Ina maintains in her letters defies belief.  In the end, what kept her strong was that she 

valued a life of love, work, and family and followed the distilled tenets of the Christian doctrine: love thy 

Lord thy God with all thy heart, strength, and mind, and thy neighbor as thyself. 

“The letters presented in this volume are selections from nearly three thousand that Russell wrote to 

her children and husband during her lifetime. Ranging from the turn of the century to the early years of 

the great Depression they provide an intimate view of what life was like for many women in the South 

during a time of great political and social upheaval   From guidelines on manners, nutrition, and fashion 

to instructions on education, motherhood, and home health remedies, she offers insights into then 

numerous roles women were expected to fill. Not limited to family matters, Russell's letters record her 

views on politics, football, the World Wars, music, and life in various Georgia towns. A frequent traveler, 

she also offers entertaining anecdotes of her excursions and descriptions of the people she met. The 

intimate, detailed portrait of one woman’s life chronicles a critical period of change in the roles and 

ambitions of women in the South and in the United States. 

“When Ina Dillard Russell died in 1953, flags throughout Georgia were lowered to half-mast in honor of 

her dedication to her state, community, and family. Roots and Ever Green is the engaging true story, 

told through her letters, of this remarkable woman's life at the turn of the century in a dramatically 

changing South.  Born in 1868, Ina Dillard grew up in rural Georgia during Reconstruction. After Ina 

married in 1891 Richard Brevard Russell, an Athens lawyer and future chief justice of the Georgia 

Supreme Court, the simple life she had imagined was transformed. Russell became the matriarch of a 

large and influential family and raised thirteen children, including future Georgia governor and U. S. 

Senator Richard Russell.  This energetic and talented woman balanced her household, family and social 

responsibilities with extraordinary skill, reinventing traditional roles to accommodate her active life.” 

Others have the following comments about Roots and Ever Green: 
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“A remarkable story that draws the reader into the fabric of a woman’s life and brings to life the value 

and commitments she honored.”  Elizabeth Fox-Genovese, author of Within the Plantation Household: 

Black and White Women of the Old South. 

"Sally Russell has performed magic as she pours through the thousands of letters of Ina Dillard Russell 

and then edits her story in this wonderful book for all to read.  A fabulous account of what daily life was 

like for one of the most influential families in Georgia history, I really enjoyed learning more about Ina 

Dillard Russell. I now clearly understand why Georgia College & State University's library is named for 

this remarkable woman."  Max Allen, Georgia College & State University.  

"It is as though we become a video camera, lost somewhere in time, scanning the industrious and 

ambitious Russells as they grapple with the challenge of making life fulfilling in the first third of the 20th 

century.  My father once described people like this as coming from "another bolt of cloth." This family, 

and particularly this wife and mother, Ina Dillard Russell, were of a remarkable fabric."  Ralph H. 

Norman, Georgia College & State University. 

A copy of Roots and Ever Green: the Selected Letters of Ina Dillard Russell may be ordered at a price of 

$34.95 plus $3.50 for postage and handling from the University of Georgia Press, 330 Research Drive, 

Athens, Georgia 30602-4901, catalogue number ISBN 0-8203-2138-9.   

 

Editor’s Note:  Many years ago the editor’s cousin, Rose Dillard Hutchins, of Statham, Georgia and Ina 

Dillard Russell of nearby Winder, Georgia exchanged Dillard genealogical information.  Rose Dillard 

Hutchins gave to your editor some of her genealogical notes.  Those notes included materials Ina Russell 

had given to Rose Hutchins.  The editor has saved them over many years.  The next two pages are what 

is believed to be Ina Dillard Russell’s personally prepared Dillard family lineage under her signature on a 

typed in form dated December 12, 1939.     
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 Jabez M. Dillard:  the Search For His Ancestors; 

Using Logical Deductions and Numerical Analysis 

By Robert C. Dillard 

Dillards, Bowdens, Bryants, Frays, Hendersons, Hunts, and a host of other families are the direct 

descendants of Jabez M. Dillard and his wife, Martha Finney Dillard.  These descendant families are 

known and documented.  There is some information about the ancestry of Martha Finney 

Dillard.  However, no known records of the ancestors of Jabez M. Dillard exist.  This paper uses the 

methodology of logical deductions and numerical analysis to reach some conclusions about who may be 

his ancestors. 

It is documented that Jabez M. Dillard was born in 1808 and died in 1857.  He was married to Martha 

Finney about 1833.  She was born in 1810 and died in 1856.  On her death about 1857, Jabez M. Dillard 

married Sara A. Raines.  The children of Jabez M. Dillard and Martha Finney Dillard were with data to the 

extent known:  Elizabeth Dillard, born about 1834; Nancy F. Dillard, 1836-1880 who married a Bryant; 

John H. Dillard, 1838-1862; Mary L. Dillard, born about 1840; Samuel Pinckney Dillard, 1842-1900 who 

married Martha Ellen Ferguson 1853-1932;  Margaret Dillard born about 1844; Martha A. Dillard born 

about 1848; George W. L. Dillard, born about 1849; and William Jabez Dillard born about 1856.  

The 1840 and 1850 Federal censuses of Alabama unequivocally report that Jabez was born in 1808 in 

Laurens, South Carolina.  The search for Jabez M. Dillard's ancestors logically begins in South Carolina 

and in Laurens County.  

There is only one known record in Laurens, South Carolina in which Jabez M. Dillard appears by 

name.  That was is in the estate settlement of a John Dillard of Laurens County, South Carolina.  Jabez 

received a payment from this estate in October 1834, but not as a devisee.  This suggests that although 

Jabez Dillard and this John Dillard may have been related, the relationship was not close enough for 

Jabez to have been named in his will as a devisee. Although this information does not identify Jabez's 

Dillard’s parents or siblings, it does confirm that he was in Laurens, South Carolina in 1834.  We need to 

look further. 

Available for research are the great American genealogical tools, the early United States censuses.  The 

earlier censuses did not give the names of household members.  The ages and sexes of those in a 

household were, however, given.  These may become critical indicators.  In the 1810 South Carolina 

census, there were eight Dillard households in Laurens and Spartanburg Districts reporting twelve males 

less than ten years of age.  Jabez Dillard, who is known to have been born in 1808, would have been 

about two years of age at the time of that census.  He could have been any one of those twelve males 

shown in the 1810 South Carolina census as follows: 
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                     Head of Household                    Males                 County               Page 

                                                                           Under 10 

  

                       George Dillard                                    1                     Laurens              41A 

                       James Dillard                                      2                     Laurens              45 

                       John Dillard                                        2                     Laurens              45 

                       John Dillard                                        2                     Laurens              47 

                       John Dillard                                        2                     Laurens              52A 

                       George Dillard                                                           Laurens              52A 

                       William Dillard                                  1                     Laurens              56 

                       James Dillard                                      1                   Spartanburg          201 

                       Total                                                    12 

Ten years later in the 1820 South Carolina census there were seven Dillard households that reported 

males in the 10 to 16 year age category.  Jabez in 1820 would have been twelve years of age.  Two of the 

households, James and Edward Dillard, were not in Laurens County and are eliminated from 

consideration.  Two of the Laurens District households have been identified as George Dillard, the son of 

Revolutionary Captain James Dillard, and George W. Dillard, the son of Samuel Dillard.  These two 

households are also eliminated since they did not have any male children in the 10 to 16-age 

category.  Jabez, it would appear, would have been one of the males in the Dillard households of George 

No. 2, John, and John. 

            Head of Household                                         Males 10 to 16                  County            Page 

 George W. Dillard (son of Capt. James)                                   0                         Laurens               36 

George Dillard  No. 1 (son of Samuel)                                      0                         Laurens               009 

George Dillard (“No. 2”)                                                            1                         Laurens               009 

John Dillard                                                                                 1                         Laurens               Oil 

John Dillard                                                                                 1                         Laurens               012 

James Dillard                                                                              2                         Pendleton            188 
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Edward Dillard                                                                            2                         Fairfield              149 

               Total                                                                               7  

It further appears that Jabez Dillard is not a son of either of the two named John Dillards in that no John 

Dillard was reported in the 1830 South Carolina census, but Jabez was in South Carolina until at least 

1834.  In the 1830 Census, George No. 2 was still in Laurens District with a son in the 20 to 30 year old 

age category.  Jabez Dillard would have been 22 years of age at that time.  Although not proved, it can 

be plausibly concluded that George No. 2 may have been the father of Jabez Dillard.  The next challenge 

is to identify George Dillard No. 2. 

Was the person above labeled as George No. 2 the same as the George Dillard who came from Culpeper 

County, Virginia to Laurens District, South Carolina?  Prior to 1820, there was a George Dillard from 

Culpeper County, Virginia living in Laurens, South Carolina.  Mrs. Mildred Brownlee found that a George 

Dillard of Culpeper County, Virginia sold his Laurens District home place in September 1817 and moved 

away.  This was found in a report to John Dillard prepared by Mrs. Brownlee.  This George Dillard’s move 

is confirmed by Mrs. Anita Kellum's report who stated by e-mail to this writer: "Seems George Dillard, b. 

abt 1790 and Frances moved their family from Laurens Co., SC to GA and then to Coosa, Co., AL.  There 

is a Bible record of the children.”  Jabez M. Dillard is not included in the Bible records of this George 

Dillard’s children.  Since this George Dillard of Culpeper County was not in Laurens District for the 1820 

census, he would not have been the same person as the George No. 2 Dillard reported on Page 9 of the 

1820 South Carolina census. 

George Dillard No. 2 also appeared in the 1840 census rolls of Laurens, South Carolina, but without a 

male of Jabez's age in the household.  Jabez Dillard had moved from Laurens to the Tallapoosa District of 

Alabama in 1837 or 1838.  Jabez Dillard’s son, John H. Dillard, was born in Alabama in 1838.  Neither 

Jabez Dillard nor George No. 2 appeared in the 1850 Laurens County, South Carolina census.  Jabez was 

in Alabama, but George No. 2 may have remained in Laurens County where he may have died before the 

1850 census. 

Is it possible that George No. 2 Dillard moved to Alabama with his possible son, Jabez Dillard?  The 

economic forces driving emigration from South Carolina in the 1830’s usually left behind the older and 

established people.  South Carolina, A History, Walter Edgar, University of South Carolina Press, 1999, 

page 276.  This conclusion may have been applicable to George No. 2 who was a landowner and already 

in his fifties when Jabez Dillard relocated to Alabama. 

What more is known about George No. 2, possible father of Jabez Dillard?  In 1800 there were eight 

Dillard households enumerated in the South Carolina census.  Four of these were in Laurens 

District.  Ten years later on the 1810 South Carolina census there were 13 Dillard households in South 

Carolina, ten of which were in Laurens District.  

The four males that could have come of age from the 1800 Census would not account for this increase in 

Dillard households.  In the 1810 census, there were three Johns, two Georges and two Williams, a 

James, an Isbel, and Ann Dillard, the widow of Samuel Dillard.  There appeared to be too few families 
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in 1800 for their descendants to have used so many of the same names in 1810 census.  This suggests a 

number of new Dillard families may have moved into the area, just as the George Dillard of Culpeper 

County had done.  It is possible that George No. 2's family may also have immigrated from elsewhere to 

Laurens District. 

Jabez's Dillard’s first son was named John. This could have been in honor of his maternal grandfather, 

John Finney. His next son was named Samuel. While this suggests a relationship with Samuel Dillard. 

Current research indicates that Samuel had a son named George but that he and George No. 2 were 

different people.  Perhaps George No. 2 was Samuel’s nephew. In the 1820 Census, both George Dillard, 

son of Samuel, and George No. 2 are listed on the same page of the census.  This happened when 

properties were near to each other if not adjacent to each other and could suggest a family relationship. 

Confusion as to the name of George Dillard of Culpeper's wife could possibly leads to the name of 

George No. 2's wife.  It has been said that George of Culpeper's wife was Martha Jordan.  Mrs. Brownlee 

and Mrs. Kellum report that her name was Fanny.  The reference to Martha Jordan as the wife of a 

George Dillard suggests that she could have been the wife of George No. 2 and the mother of Jabez 

Dillard.  The names of the wives of the two other George Dillards above mentioned have been found 

and those names eliminated. 

It has not been proved to date that George Dillard No. 2 was the father of Jabez Dillard.  Facts proving 

the ancestry of George Dillard No. 2 have not been found to date.  It has not been proved to date that 

Martha Jordon Dillard was the wife of George Dillard No. 2 and the mother of Jabez Dillard.  Facts to 

prove these conclusions may never be found.  

While finding those proved facts may be difficult, conclusions reached from logical deduction and 

numerical analysis from basic public records, such as censuses, may be surprisingly convincing.  While 

these conclusions may later be refuted by facts not presently known, this type of methodoly is a 

benchmark in the right direction for finding those proved facts. 

 

Liberty Hill United Methodist Church 200th Year 

Celebration 

Reported by Margaret Humphries Dillard 

The 200th Anniversary Celebration of the formation of Liberty Hill Methodist Church was held at the 

church on Sunday, June 11, 2000   Liberty Hill, a short distance east of present Spartanburg, South 

Carolina in Spartanburg County is the church of many of the descendants of Joseph Dillard and Priscilla 

Wilkins Dillard who could be buried in unmarked graves in the church cemetery.  It is possible that 

Joseph Dillard’s father, James Dillard and his wife, documented on Spartanburg County censuses, who 

migrated from Henry County, Virginia into Fairfield, Chester, Pickens and finally Spartanburg County, 

could also be buried in unmarked graves in the graveyard of this church. 
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Following morning worship services in a packed church at which the preacher was  Bishop of the South 

Carolina Methodist Conference, J. Lawrence McCleskey, a delightful covered dish dinner was enjoyed by 

all on the grounds of the church.  The pastor of the church, The Rev. James Ellis Griffith, had prepared 

and displayed on the walls of the office of the church genealogical descent charts of the family lineage 

of the early church members, including the descendants of Joab Bryant (whose mother, Jemima Dillard, 

was a daughter  of  Joseph and Priscilla Wilkins Dillard) and other families.  See Probable Ancestors and 

Descendants of  Joseph Dillard, privately published by Dorothy Dillard Hughes in 1999.  Family 

interrelationships of present members of the church through the Bryants, Dillards, LeMasters and others 

are extensive. 

James Ellis Griffith also prepared a manuscript Liberty United Methodist Church of Spartanburg, South 

Carolina: a New History and A Gathering of Older Documents dated June 2000.  This manuscript contains 

a history of the church that was organized in 1780 and was first referred to as “Liberty Church” in an 

1878 deed from Joab Bryant to its trustees.  Elizabeth Dillard, a daughter of Joab Bryant, sold additional 

property to the church.  Bishop Asbury’s Journal of April 4, 1796 may have described services he 

conducted at Liberty Hill Church. 

The Griffith manuscript states that Section C of the church cemetery, clearly the oldest section, contains 

the remains of descendants of James Bryant (1774-1858) and Jemima Dillard Bryant.  This section, 

according to Griffith, may have been the Bryant family burying grounds, which were later deeded to the 

church.  Griffith states that there are 702 known graves in the church cemetery of which 184 are marked 

with fieldstones only.  Griffith further states that twenty-four graves contain no markers whatsoever.  A 

section of the cemetery contains the graves of slaves.  According to Griffith the earliest born person 

documented to be buried in the cemetery was James Bryant (1774-1858) and the first documented 

burial was Elizabeth Johnson in 1822. 

This reporter’s mother, Ella Sanders Humphries, is a descendant of Phereby [Pherbia] Bryant who 

married a Barnett.  Her father, Royce William Humphries, is a descendant of Susanna [Jemima] who 

married James Bryant [Briant].  Both of these were children born to Joseph and Priscilla Wilkins 

Dillard.  This reporter married a Dillard who is a descendant of John Dillard of Rabun County, Georgia, a 

believed first cousin of Joseph Dillard’s father, James Dillard.  This reporter catalogued graves of interest 

in the cemetery of Liberty Hill Church on February 21, 1999. This cemetery has all the earmarks of 

age.  Many of the grave markers are no longer legible because of age or broken condition. 

Joab Bryant’s gravestone is not legible as to his date of birth, but gives his date of death as April 15, 

1880.  The gravestone of his wife, Mary, states that she was born July 16, 1816 and died March 24, 

1889.  Their graves are enclosed with a rustic rock wall about two feet high.  The older Dillard and Bryant 

graves are the ones closest to the church building.  Recent Dillard graves indicate that there must be 

quite a few descendants of Joseph Dillard still in the neighborhood of the church.  Some older marked 

graves in Liberty Hill Church cemetery are as follows: 

            James Dillard born Sept 11, 1811, died April 24, 1886. 

            His wife, Nancy Dillard, born September 25, 1816, died May 5, 1880 
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            James and Clemmy Bryant on the same grave with no dates given 

             

            George LeMaster, born July 13, 1808; died June 30, 1884 

            His wife, Elmina, born July 25, 1823; died October 9, 1909 

  

            Charlie W. Dillard, born February 9, 1872; died April 24, 1924 

            His wife, Lizzie Stone, born December 7, 1874; died May 1, 1918 

  

            Elmina, wife of Moses Bell, born Apr 5, 1845; died November 24, 1903 

            Moses Bell, born March 3, 1839; died June 30, 1905 

  

            E. Dillard, born January 5, 1848; died June 6, 1879 

  

            Walter Bethel Dillard, born October 2, 1834; died March 19, 1895 

  

            William E. Bryant, born April 1879; died July 2, 1921 

            His wife, Pearl M., born April 26, 1879; died June 26, 1956 

  

            J. W. (Bob) Dillard, born August 10, 1859; died August 6, 1907 

            His wife, Julie B., born March 4, 1866; died November 6, 1902 

  

            Rosannah, wife of T.J. Dillard, born June 16, 1830; died Nov 13 1895 

  

            W. M. Dillard, born 1850; died January 6, 1901 

            His wife, Addie, born 1850; died December 5, 1896 

            His wife, Mattie, born February 17, 1874; died October 9, 1967 
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            Thomas T. Dillard, born November 20, 1873; died October 22, 1936 

            Nancy E. Dillard, wife of Tom Dillard, born February 8, 1878; died February 19, 1904 

 

Minutes of the 2000 Meeting of the Dillard Family 

Association 

The Annual Reunion of the Dillard Family Association was held at the Dillard United Methodist Church at 

Dillard, Georgia on Saturday, June 10, 2000 for a one-day reunion. The annual history session was held 

in the morning from 10:00 A.M. until 1:00 P. M. with speakers John C. Dillard of Bessemer, Alabama and 

Nancy Russell Black of Gainesville, Georgia.  Bob Slack though out the day and in a special afternoon 

session presented a program and display of primitive arts and crafts used by colonial period people in 

everyday activities.  Approximately fifty persons were in attendance.  

A delicious and abundant lunch and dinner was prepared by the men and women of Dillard United 

Methodist Church in a fund raising venture to construct a narthex on the church. A business session was 

held at 2:00 P.M. in the church with John T. Dillard, President, of Monroe, Oregon presiding and with 

Odelle K. Hamby, of Rabun Gap, Georgia serving as secretary. 

The minutes of the 1999 meeting of the association as printed in the Dillard Annual were upon motion 

duly carried approved. Odelle K. Hamby gave a treasurer’s report showing a balance of cash funds on 

hand as of June 5, 2000 of $1,335.08.  The Treasurer’s report was upon motion approved and accepted. 

It was voted by the membership to extend special thanks to the members of Dillard United Methodist 

Church for their hospitality in making the reunion a memorable one. A $500.00 contribution toward 

construction of the church narthex was voted upon and unanimously approved. 

Upon motion, it was voted by the membership to give a $100.00 cash gift to Bob Slack for his 

contribution to the reunion program. 

Malcolm Dillard of Dillard, Georgia gave special thanks to all officers of the association who served in 

office during the past year and gave the report of the Nominating Committee for officers to serve for the 

year 2000-2001 until the election of new officers at the 2001 reunion as follows: 

  

                        President                                              Frank Singleton of Cummings, Georgia 

                        Vice President                                      John M. Dillard of Greenville, S. C. 

                        Secretary-Treasurer                            Claire Godwin of Lake City, S. C. 
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The above named persons were unanimously elected to serve in office after motion duly made and 

carried. 

The new president, Frank Singleton, announced that he would call a meeting of the new officers to 

make plans for the 2001 reunion. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 

                                                                                                Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                                                Odelle K. Hamby 

                                                                                                Secretary-Treasurer 

 

 

Other Dillard Reunions 

There are many groups of Dillards who hold reunions across the United States.  We support all of these 

reunions.  We would like to have all in these reunions to also participate in the Dillard Family 

Association.  More than fifty per cent of those attending the Dillard Family Association reunions are 

from lines of Dillards all over the United States who are not descendants of the Dillards who settled 

Rabun County about 1823.  Some other Dillard reunions are as follows.  We would like to hear from 

more of them and preserve their Dillard history in the Dillard Annual. 

Lancaster, Texas:  descendants of William Brown Dillard, a son of Thomas Dillard, who was the son of 

Willis Dillard. 

Clark County, Arkansas:  this is also a reunion for the descendants of William Brown Dillard who reside in 

Arkansas. This reunion is held at the South Fork Baptist Church in Clark County, Arkansas on the second 

Saturday of June of each year where approximately 60 to 70 persons attend.  Contact Bobby Dillard at 

the address given above.  

Brownwood, Texas:  called “Dillard Roundup” it is the descendants of Thomas Milton Dillard and 

Manerva Jane Jackson Dillard.  This reunion has been held every July 4th since 1946 at Lake 

Brownwood.  This line descends from Revolutionary Captain James Dillard and Mary Ramage Dillard of 

Laurens District, South Carolina through their son, Samuel Dillard.  Descendants migrated to Washington 

County, Texas where they now reside in Bell Falls and Jones County, Texas.  

Ellaville, Georgia: this is a reunion of the descendants of Allen Dillard, who was born about 1795 who 

lived in Jones and Schley Counties, Georgia and who died in Marion County, Georgia in 1885.  This 

reunion is held on the second Sunday in July at Ellaville Legion Hall, Ellaville, Georgia.  
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Oglethorpe County, Georgia.  This is a reunion of the descendants of Fielding Dillard and Patsey Beadles 

Dillard held at Cherokee Corner United Methodist Church near Arnoldsville, Georgia held each 

August.  Contact Nicole Traycoff or Barbara Ras at University of Georgia Press, 330 Research Drive, 

Athens, Georgia 30602-4909, telephone (706) 369-6165 for further information. 

 

Changes in Dillard Family Association Homepage 

New address is: www.dillardfamilyassociation.com 

John James Dillard and Sara Frances Hammett Dillard, librarians of Arlington, Texas set up and started 

the Dillard Family Homepage after leasing at their expense space on the Rootsweb server. Portions 

of Dillard Annuals published from 1992 through 1998 were placed in the homepage.  The address of this 

was http://homepages.rootweb.com/~dillard/.  John James and Sara Frances had to discontinue 

servicing this homepage because of a significant increase in their workloads.  All Dillards are appreciative 

of the contribution which John James and Sara Frances made in preserving Dillard history.  

John T. Dillard of Monroe, Oregon, who has twice served as President of the Dillard Family Association, 

took over the homepage though his Monroe Telephone Company of Monroe, Oregon.  The expenses in 

the new homepage were absorbed by John T. Dillard. The owner of the new homepage became the 

Dillard Family Association.  The old address was discontinued and the new address of this homepage 

became easy to remember www.dillardfamilyassociation.com. 

All complete past issues of the Dillard Annual, including those for 1999 and 2000, except for some 

formatting and graphic details, have been submitted to John T. Dillard’s able internet expert. It is 

expected that all contents of all prior Dillard Annuals including the within will be placed on the newly 

structured Dillard Family Association homepage for viewing by anyone.  We are grateful to John T. 

Dillard and his staff for making the fruits of current technology available for our benefit. 

Anyone can eventually access the Dillard Family Association Homepage on the Internet, and print out for 

his own use a copy of all or any part of any Dillard Annual.   

 

Proposed Possible Changes in the Dillard Annual 

It has been suggested that the Dillard Annual be published only from time to time as materials are 

available for publication (and not annually), and then only on the Dillard Family Association 

homepage.  This is because it has become increasingly difficult to obtain speakers at the annual reunions 

and writers of articles for the Dillard Annual.  A savings will result to the Dillard Family Association in 

elimination of the cost of printing and mailing. This proposal will be considered during the business 

https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/homepages.rootweb.com/~dillard/
https://web.archive.org/web/20161014153322/http:/www.dillardfamilyassociation.com/
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session of the 2001 Dillard Reunion.  The editor would like to hear from anyone who objects to this 

proposal.  

 

 

Dillards With Illnesses 

Our thoughts and best wishes are extended to the following Dillards who have been hospitalized or 

homebound with serious illnesses: 

Anne Grist Dickerson, recognized authority on Rabun County, Georgia, history of 32 Barnard Lane, 

Dillard, Georgia 30537, has been ill for some months. Anne has for many years been active in Rabun 

County history projects and always supported Dillard historical research. 

Dorothy Dillard Hughes, as a result of a fall has moved to an assisted living facility at 3737 SE Camelot 

Drive, No. 110, Bartlesville, Oklahoma, 74006.  Dorothy is one of our foremost Dillard genealogists. Her 

productivity and skill do not indicate that she celebrated her 91st birthday in July of 2000. 

Ellen A. (Mrs. Howard V.) Jones 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Dillard genealogist and former Dillard Family Association 

President, Dr. Howard V. Jones, his son, daughter and grandchildren in their loss of Ellen Margaret 

Aakvik Jones on December 18, 2000 from cancer.  Ellen Jones traveled from her home in Cedar Falls, 

Iowa with her husband to attend many of the Dillard reunions. 

Born Canby, Minnesota, Ellen was an accomplished pianist.  She earned the degrees of Bachelor of 

Music and Master of Music from the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, and attended the Julliard School 

and Earlham College.  She was piano soloist with the Cincinnati Symphony and the Waterloo-Cedar Falls 

Symphony.  She was a member of the School of Music at the University of Northern Iowa from 1948 to 

1956, and some years later taught at Wartburg College.  She was the organist at St. Luke's Episcopal 

Church for many years. 

 Ellen is survived by her husband, Dr. Howard V. Jones, her daughter, Catherine J. Huffnagle of Fort 

Walton Beach, Florida, her son, Howard V. Jones III of Cedar Falls, and two grandchildren.    

 

 

Documents Corner 

  

      1848 Letter from Elizabeth Barnard Love 
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      To her sister, Peggy Barnard Young 

Printed in the 2000 Dillard Annual was a June 19, 1835 letter from Elizabeth Barnard Love to her sister 

Peggy Barnard Young in Burnsville, Yancey County, North Carolina.  Belinda Bettis of Hayesville, North 

Carolina, a Barnard researcher, provided it. Elizabeth Barnard was the wife of Thomas Love.  She was a 

sister of Sarah Barnard Dillard, the wife of James Dillard of Rabun County, Georgia.  Thomas Love was a 

son of Thomas Love and Martha Dillard Love (who was a daughter of Thomas Dillard, Jr. of Pittsylvania 

County, Virginia and Washington County, North Carolina later Tennessee). 

Printed below is a May 5, 1848 letter from Elizabeth Barnard Love to this same sister.  By 1848 Elizabeth 

Barnard Love and her husband, Thomas Love, had migrated from Henry County, West Tennessee to 

Wright County, Missouri.  This letter has also been provided by Belinda Bettis of Hayesville, North 

Carolina.  The two letters are helpful in proving the names of the children of Luke Barnard and wife 

whose name at this time is unknown.  Spelling has been left as in the original letter to the extent 

possible. Paragraphing and punctuation has been supplied for readability. 

“Wright County, Mo May 5, 1848 

Dear Sister 

I have once more set down to write you A few lines with painful emotions my dear sister.  I have to 

communicate to you than in less than one short year we have been deprived by death of our two oldest 

children.  Robert died last September in Santafee.  He turned out volunteer and was elected first lieu in 

his captains company.  They belonged to the 3 regiment of mounted men from this state.  He was taken 

sick about the 3rd of July and was never able to set up another day.  He was hauld in a small waggon 

across the sandy desert between Missouri and New Mexico to the city of Stantafee where his poor body 

lies far away from his home.  

Oh, sister you may better conceive than I describe my feelings.  While I am writing on the subject the 

tears allmost blinds me.  I can scarcely write legible.  We have never learned the particulars of his 

sickness nor death. 

Patsey was married two years ago to a Mr. Lea from east Tennessee.  She died on the 27 of March 

past.  She left a little daughter five days old.  She was perfectly willing to die.  She kept her sences to the 

last.  I weaned my baby and am suckling hers.  Its a very pretty healthy child.  She named it her self.  She 

called it Mary Elizabeth.   

The rest of our family is all well. I have had 5 children since I saw you 4 daughters and one son, Dorcas, 

Diannah, Letitia, Thomas and Ellen.  My youngest is about 16 months old. 

  

Margaret was married a year ago. She has a fine daughter about a month old.  She married a 

Tennsyeean by the name of Burnnett.  They live about 15 miles from us.  She calls her baby Martha.  We 

have a good country notwithstanding our misfortune.  I am entirely satisfied to live here.  We have a 
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beautiful farm.  Mr. Love raised between 3 and 4 thousand bushels of corn last season, something over 

3 hundred bushels wheat and a large crop of oats. 

I feel so anxious to hear from you all its renders me very unhappy at times but I am compelled to think 

as little as possible about my own connection as it appears they have allmost all forgotten me.  I have 

not received but two letters from any of my own connection.  Since the death of our poor brother John, 

I own I have been a little neglectful about writing but I have written to that country so often and 

received no answer that I am more excusable.  

I do hope you will not fail to write to me as soon as you receive this.  Do write all about all your own 

family and all the connection and friends.  If old uncle and aunt McElroy is living do remember me to 

them.  Tell them I hope they have not forgotten me.  Tell all our cousins I want them to write to me and 

let me know all about their families.  Now sister do write as soon as you receive this letter and let me 

know all about your family as I don’t know how many children you have or whether they are all living 

with you or not. 

I received a letter from sister Dillard a few weeks since.  It give me a great deal of satisfaction 

indeed.  She stated she would have wrote before is she had known what P. O. to direct a letter to.  If 

that is the reason you don’t write I hope you will see from this letter direct to Wright County, Mo. 

Hazelwood P. O. 

Mr. Love had placed (?) himself that he could arrange his business so that we would have been able to 

have went to North Carolina this spring but we have entirely abandoned the idea.  I shall write to Father 

in a short time.  It has been almost three years since I received a line from him.  I don’t know what can 

be the cause.  I do believe I have an adversary in the family.  I may be wrong but I do think I have good 

reason to believe it but I know that if I have given any cause to be treated the way I have been I was 

ignorant of it but I submit to may fate as I know this world is but a dream.  Mr. Love joins me in love to 

you and Joshua and all the friends. 

                                                                        Elizabeth Love” 

  

The envelope is addressed in handwriting to “Joshua Young, Burnsville, Yancy County, North 

Carolina.  The return address on the envelope is marked “Hazelwood, Mo. May 9th”  and further marked 

“fowd from Barnardsville, N. C. June 21st .”    

 

 Reservation Form for 2001 Dillard Reunion 

 (Please complete, remove and mail back to Claire S. Godwin, Secretary, 707 Garland Street, Lake City, 

South Carolina 29560-2909) 

Name:________________________________________________________________________ 
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Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of adults in my party___________ Number of children in my party_________________ 

Please check the following where applicable:  

_______ We plan to attend the Dillard Reunion and lunch on June 16, 2001 at 1:00 P.M.  

_______ Enclosed is our check for $20.00 for dues for the year June, 2001-2002  

_______ Additional information and suggestions: 


