
This ia Zorka Kreco. She is my great grandmother on my father’s side. I've been trying to learn 

more about her life and so far what I have learned has been very interesting!  

In the 1920 US Census she says she is from Serbia. The 1930 US Census reads Yugoslavia and her 

obituary says Romania. I’m on the search for her Naturalization papers to see if that provides any 

additional clues.  

I have found several different names that Zorka used including, Rose, Rosie, Zorita and Zoreico. I 

have found the last names of Kreco, Standish, Stamich, Kraico and Gesdimere used in association 

with her.  

Her husband, Mike Kreco, also has an interesting background. In addition to several aliases for 

him I have found him listed as being from Hungary, Austria and Yugoslavia.  

I found several articles from the Cincinnati Enquirer and Cleveland Plain Dealer listing their crimi-

nal activities! Everything from alcohol distribution and distilling (during Prohibition), counter-

feiting, gambling, assault and more. Great grandfather, Mike, was murdered in Cleveland where 

he was staying under an alias.  
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Zorka and Mike Kreco’s son, Michael.  This story is just too 

funny not to share.  
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