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: CAPTAIN JOHN DUNKIN OF ELK GARDEN by Emory L. Hamilton. Several years ago the
writer was most fortunate in procuring a copy of the diary of Samuel Harvey Laughlin,
born in 1799, and a grandson of Captain John Dunkin. The diary was written in 1845 by
Laughlin, a well-educated man, from details related by his mother and grandparents
who were prisoners of the British in Canada during the Revolutionary war. The contents
of this paper are the unedited words of James H. Laughlin, and a copy of the diary is filed
in the Southwest Virginia Historical Society Archives at Clinch Valley College, Wise, VA. 

: Captain John Dunkin (1743-1818), who settled in Elk Garden about 1769, was an only
son of Thomas Dunkin. Earlier in life, this Thomas Dunkin had migrated from Scotland to
Ireland, where he later married Elizabeth Alexander (born about 1710), also of Scottish
descent. About 1740 he emigrated to Pennsylvania, eventually settling in Lancaster
County where he died in 1760, leaving a wife, one son, and four daughters. Captain John
Dunkin, subject of this sketch, married Eleanor Sharp, daughter of John Sharp, and sister
of John, Jr., Thomas, and Benjamin Sharp. The latter was a King's Mountain soldier. The
Sharp family were also immigrants from Pennsylvania, who settled near Wallace, in
Washington County, Virginia, before moving on to Kentucky and farther westward.
Captain Dunkin died on Spring Creek in Washington County, Virginia, in 1818. His wife
Eleanor had died in 1816.The sisters of Captain John Dunkin were Elizabeth, who
married Samuel Porter and lived at Castlewood, in Russell County, Virginia. Martha
married Solomon Litton and lived at Elk Garden, Russell County. Mary Jane married
James Laughlin, son of John and Mary Price Laughlin, and lived in Washington County,
Virginia. There was a younger sister (name unknown) who married a Mr. Robinson in
Russell County, Virginia, and later returned to Pennsylvania. 
: By 1769 young John Dunkin, with his mother, his wife and children, three of whom
were born before leaving Pennsylvania, had reached Elk Garden, where he was made
first a Sergeant, and later a Captain in the frontier militia of Washington County, and
was very active in protecting the frontier against Indian forays from 1774 to 1778. When
Powell Valley was evacuated in 1776 because of the Cherokee War, he led a party of
settlers and militia into the valley and guarded the settlers while they brought out their
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personal property, which they had been unable to do because of the sudden evacuation
of the valley. Samuel Harvey Laughlin states: "On one occasion while he (Capt. Dunkin)
lived on the Clinch, a predatory band of Indians came into the settlement and murdered
a man named Bush and his wife, and took their children, three daughters and a son,
prisoner. The son was nearly grown. Captain Dunkin with a few men followed the trail
and, by hard marching, overtook them, killed three of the Indians, and rescued the
prisoners without losing a man."Further to the northwest where Powell Valley had
begun to be settled, in what is now Lee County, Virginia, the Indians were in the habit of
murdering travelers. Before settlement had become permanent, the great buffalo trace
to Kentucky, or that part of Virginia forming Kentucky - by way of Cumberland Gap, from
1766 to 1775 was a route for hunters and adventurous explorers on whom numerous
murders and robberies were committed by various tribes of Indians, but mostly by
Cherokee and Shawnee. Captain Dunkin and his little faithful band frequently went out
and remained for different periods on tours of duty in protecting the settlers of this
valley and on the road."On one of these tours, he and his company fell in with a band of
Indians whom they instantly attacked, killing four and wounding a fifth. They followed
the wounded Indian some distance to a place where he had entered a cave. Captain
Joseph Martin (builder of Martin's Station in Lee Co., VA) was along with other Rangers,
having met Capt. Dunkin, and was with him when it was agreed between the two that
while others kept guard outside, they would enter the cave and take the Indian or kill
him. "They entered each with a blazing torch in one hand and a pistol in the other,
cocked and primed. After going in sixty or seventy yards, Captain Dunkin saw the
Indian's eyes shining in the distance and taking deliberate aim, not knowing but that the
Indian had a gun, and supposing others to be with him, was so lucky as to shoot him
through the head." 
: In the year 1777 he went to Kentucky, raised corn, and made improvements by raising
a cabin in the forks between Hingstons and Stoners Forks of Licking River. After thus
preparing in Kentucky in 1777 and 1778 he moved his family, including his aged mother,
and two sisters and their husbands, Samuel Porter and Solomon Litton, out from the
Clinch to Kentucky in 1779. I say he removed them, for besides being the head of his
family, he was the commander and leader of the immigrants, though Porter and Litton,
and others who went along, were men of enterprise and good soldiers and woodsmen.
These two (Porter and Litton) had farms begun also by improvements near Martin's
Station. Martin's Station was on Stoner's River (or fork of Licking) five miles above its
confluence with Hingston or Licking River. Ruddle's Station (pronounced Riddle's) was
three miles below the junction or forks, consequently the forts were eight miles apart.
: "The winter of 1779 and 1780 was unusually severe and is remembered in the history
of the time, and traditionally as the "hard winter." The rivers and the streams were all
frozen - cattle and domestic animals died by the hundreds and thousands, as doubtless
did the wild game. Wild meat, when it could be procured by the border settlers, was



very poor, and the corn and grain were early consumed, and the people put to great
straits to procure subsistence of any sort, however common or coarse. Settlers were
reduced to the very point of starvation, so much so that they were compelled to live on
the most unwholesome meats without bread. "Many families traveling out to Kentucky
by way of Cumberland Gap and the Wilderness road were compelled to encamp, erect
huts and such other shelter as they could obtain, and subsist on the dead carcasses of
their cattle, sheep, etc. as died from the effects of the weather and want.
: "When the spring of 1781 was ushered in there was an unusual bustle among the new
settlers of Kentucky. They had the finest land in the world to cultivate, much of it easily
cleared so as to fit it with corn crops, potatoes, etc. The previous winter had
admonished them of the necessity of making as much provisions for the next winter as
possible. In the spring there seemed to be but little danger from the Indians. In the
vicinity of the forts, the planters pitched or planted large crops and everything seemed
to smile and promise future prosperity. They seemed to be removed from the constant
dangers and troubles with the Revolutionary War, still in progress, brought to the
neighborhood of their brethren in all the country east of the mountains. 
: "Early the crops of corn began to ripen and heaven seemed to be suspending the
cornucopia over the famished land. There was a smile on every man's countenance, as
he looked out upon the luminescence of the growing Indian corn. There was happiness
and security in the forest. Happiness there really was, and security there seemed to be
where they all lived, each fort like a great family. While living there in the snug and
fancied security, they sang their domestic te deums around blazing wood fires. While
this happy sylvan state of things existed upon the fair frontier Colonel Byrd was busily
employed at Detroit, plotting their destruction in combination with the northern nations
of Indians in alliance with Great Britain in our Revolutionary War, a conspiracy against
the peace and happiness of these unoffending frontier settlers which was soon to turn
all their rejoicing and supposed security into a scene of sorrow and mourning.
:"On or about the first of June, 1780, Colonel Byrd, a British officer, collected a body of
about 600 Canadians and Indians at or near Detroit, and after marching by land to the
Great Miami where it was navigable, they took canoes, boats, priogues, etc., and floated
down the river to the Ohio. They rowed up the latter river to the mouth of Licking River,
opposite to where Cincinnati now stands, and on the banks of which at its mouth now
stands the thriving town of Newport and Covington; thence up the Licking River to the
north fork of that river, a short distance below Ruddle's Station and thence by land. On
the 22nd of June they appeared suddenly before Ruddle's Station as if they had fallen
from the clouds or rose out of the ground by enchantment. The people hastily closed
their gates and began to prepare for defense, but the show of artillery and the
overwhelming number of the enemy appalled the stout hearts. Therefore they
surrendered on pledges of personal safety from the Indians, but the whole of their
property was given up to the plunder and rapine of the savages. 



: After the fort was sacked, and the march was commenced, many prisoners were forced
to carry the spoils on their backs for their captors. Every kind of property was taken.
"Hearing the roar of artillery at Martin's Station which greatly surprised the people, two
runners, a man named McGuire, and Thomas Berry, a relation of my grandfather, were
dispatched to ascertain what was the matter at Ruddle's Fort. They were met on the
way by the enemy, and on attempting to retreat were fired on. McGuire's horse was
killed and he was taken prisoner. Berry, escaped back to the fort.
: "On the next day (June 23, 1780) the enemy appeared before the fort and summoned
them to surrender. Two hours were given these brave men in Martin's Station to
consider - and they were notified if they did not surrender that the Indians would be let
loose upon them to deal with as they pleased. They surrendered without firing a gun.
(Withers in his History of Border Wars, says that Colonel Byrd took pain and had to exert
all his authority to save the prisoners from slaughter.) "The prisoners taken at Martin's
were untied with the prisoners from Ruddle's. There was understood to be an
agreement between the British and Indians that the prisoners taken at Ruddle's should
belong to the Indians, and those at Martin's to the British. Let this be as it may;
according to Marshall,  Butler, Withers, and other historians of these times the whole of
the property of the Americans, including their Negroes, was given to the Indians."My
grandfather Dunkin likely had ten or twelve Negroes, and a fine personal property in
stock and furniture, etc., of which he was althogether plundered. 
: After the treaty of Greenville, he got back an old African woman named Dinnah, and a
boy. This robbery and captivity reduced my grandfather to poverty. "The prisoners were
all taken down the Licking River, by the route which the British had ascended to the
Ohio, down that river to the mouth of the Great Miami, up that river as far as navigable,
and thence to Detroit, and then to Montreal. My grandfather and my mother who was
old enough to remember, often described to me the sight of the falls of the Niagara, as
they passed round by a portage on their way to Detroit. 
: In recounting these adventures to me and my brothers, my mother used to dwell upon
the hardships of the whole journey from Kentucky. When the march started, my
grandfather carried one of his children. All packed what few clothes were allowed them.
She said the British treated them humanely. The Indians who had the Ruddle's Fort
prisoners sold most all of them to the British for trifles. The British wanted them to
exchange for their own prisoners, then in possession of our armies in the colonies.
- "I do not know, nor do I remember from the relations of my grandfather, or from the
statements of my mother or her older sister, Aunt Betty Laughlin (wife of James
Laughlin), whether all the prisoners were carried on to Montreal. My grandfather was,
however, with his family, and a letter from Uncle Benjamin Sharp gives the reason why
he was imprisoned in jail at that place. 
: His eldest son, John Dunkin, Jr., made his escape from the British at Montreal, and his
father who was known to have been an officer of standing, was suspected of having



aided his son to escape to carry communications across the wilderness through New
York to General Washington's army, the headquarters being then perhaps in
Pennsylvania. John Dunkin, Jr. reported personally to General Washington, by whom he
was well provided for until his father and family were exchanged and met him in
Pennsylvania on their return home, they having come through western New York and by
Philadelphia, through Pennsylvania and Maryland and to that part of Washington
County in western Virginia where, or nearly where he had moved from when he went to
Kentucky, and there he continued to live for the rest of his life.
: "After his return he never went back to Kentucky to look after his land and
improvements, and thereby lost a "head right" to one of the best tracts of land on
Licking River."My great grandmother, the mother of my grandfather Dunkin, came from
Pennsylvania with him, removed to Kentucky with him, was a prisoner with him in
Canada, and returned to Holston with him, being seventy when captured, and lived
many years after their return.
: "On return from Canada the prisoners came by way of Lake Champlain, by Saratoga,
down the Hudson by water and across New Jersey to Philadelphia. My mother has often
told me of the astonishing scenes of rejoicing in Philadelphia at the final achievement of
our national independence as they passed through that city, and of the kindness
everywhere of the people to them on their journey.
: "On the march to Canada and at Detroit and Montreal, my grandfather often saw
among the Indians, and associating with the British officers of rank the renegade and
incarnate devil, Simon Girty. This demon in human shape dealt in the scalps of American
men, women and children, bought and paid for by the British authorities. Girty's
influence among the Indians was very great. In history his name descends embalmed in
the execrations of all mankind.
: "My grandfather Dunkin, ever after I knew him, was a taciturn, serious, and rather
melancholy man. He was a large stout man, and in his younger days, and until his spirit
was broken and his health impaired by his Canadian captivity, and the loss of his
property, had been a man of great vigor of mind and body, and fond of hazardous and
arduous adventure.
: "Historical Summary: The first mention of John Dunkin is found in an old Fincastle
County Court record for May 5, 1773, when he was appointed on a road commission to
"view" a road from the Townhouse (Chilhowie, VA) to Castlewood. Then on January 29,
1777 he was recommended by the court of newly formed Washington County, Virginia,
as a member of the Commission of Peace, serving on that body through November,
1778. He was recommended by the court of Washington County for a Captain of Militia
on February 26, 1777, although he had long been in the frontier militia for we find him
as a Sergeant in command of Glade Hollow Fort when it was first garrisoned in 1774.
: At a court held for Washington County, Virginia, on the 20th of March, 1781, there is
entered this interesting order: "On motion of James Litton (brother of Solomon) and



James Laughlin, and by consent and order of the Court they are appointed guardians of
the estates of Captain John Dunkin and Solomon Litton, prisoners of the enemy in
Canada, and to use all legal methods for saving and securing the said estates,
whereupon they, together with William Davidson and John Vance entered into and
acknowledged their bonds for eight thousand pounds for the faithful performance of the
same."
: After returning from captivity Captain Dunkin went to live on Spring Creek near
Abingdon, VA. Solomon Litton returned to his old home at Elk Garden, and Samuel
porter to Temple Hill, Castlewood, VA, but the latter was not returning to the peace he
probably anticipated. Shortly after his return Samuel Porter was charged by Col. Arthur
Campbell for Courts martial on charges of treason while a prisoner in Canada.
Campbell's reasons for charges of treason seem vague and obscure and may have been
groundless, for none other than that great patriot General William Russell very
indignantly interceded to the Governor of Virginia on behalf of Porter, who was his
closest neighbor. To history buffs the record of this charge found in the Calendar of
Virginia State Papers should make an interesting study. 
: Notes By Gregory K. Laughlin: The following was taken verbatim from "The Talbot -
Garton Duncan - Laughlin Families," compiled by Otis Anderson, a copy of which he has
kindly supplied to me. Otis has collected many more stories about Captain John
Dunkin/Duncan, which I hope to make available in a future update of this site. He was a
fascinating man who lived a life full of adventure.
: "Several years ago the writer was most fortunate in procuring a copy of the diary of
Samuel Hervy Laughlin, born in 1799 and a grandson of Captain John Dunkin. The diary
was written in 1845 by Laughlin, a well-educated man, from details related by his
mother and grandparents who were prisoners of the British in Canada during the
Revolutionary War. The contents of this paper are the unedited words of James H.
Laughlin, and a copy of the diary is filed in the Southwest Virginia Historical Society
Archives at Clinch Valley College, Wise, Virginia. 
: Captain John Dunkin (1743-1818) settled in Elk Garden about 1769. He was an only son
of Thomas. This Thomas Dunkin, in early life had immigrated from Scotland to Ireland,
having married in Ireland, Elizabeth Alexander, (born about 1710) also of Scottish
descent. About 1740 he immigrated to Pennsylvania, eventually settling in Lancaster
County where he died in 1760, leaving a wife, one son and four daughters. Captain John
Dunkin, subject of this sketch, married Eleanor Sharp, daughter of John Sharp, and sister
of John, Jr., Thomas, and Benjamin Sharp, the latter a King's Mountain soldier. The Sharp
family were also immigrants from Pennsylvania, settling near Wallace, in Washington
County, Virginia. before moving to Kentucky and westward. Captain Dunkin died on
Spring Creek in Washington County, Virginia, in 1818 and his wife. Eleanor, in 1816.
: The sisters of Captain John Dunkin were Elizabeth, who married Samuel Porter and
lived at Castlewood in Russell County, Virginia. [and] Martha who married Solomon



Litton, lived at Elk Garden, Russell County. Mary Jane married James Laughlin, son of
John and Mary Price Laughlin and lived in Washington County, Virginia. There was a
younger sister, name unknown, who married a Mr. Robinson in Russell County, Virginia,
and returned to Pennsylvania.
: The Dunkin family claim descent from the "Good King Dunkin" of Scotland and contend
the true patronymic name to be spelled "Dunkin" and not "Duncan." About 1765, this
family, along with the Laughlins, Sharps, and Prices, and perhaps others, left
Pennsylvania, first settling in Botetourt County, Virginia, and later migrating to
Washington and Russell counties. 
: By 1769, young John Dunkin, with his mother, his wife and children, three of whom
were born before leaving Pennsylvania, had reached Elk Garden and here he was made
first a Sergeant and later a Captain in the frontier militia of Washington County. He was
very active in protecting the frontier against Indian forays from 1774 to 1778. When
Powell Valley was evacuated in June 1776 because of the Cherokee war, he led a party
of settlers and militia into the valley and guarded them while they brought out their
personal property, which they had been unable to do because of the sudden evacuation
of the valley. ( From Jerry Jone, via e-mail received October 23, 1998) About 1749, John
emigrated to Pennsylvania, eventually settling in Lancaster County. He settled in Elk
Garden, Russell County, Virginia in 1769 ["Indian Atrocities along the Clinch, Powell, and
Holston Rivers of Southwest Virginia, 1773-1774" researched and complied by Emory L.
Hamilton].
: In Orphans Court on February 1, 1763, petition of John Dunkin, eldest son & heir at law
of Thomas Dunkin late of Sadsbury Twp in Lancaster Co., Yeoman, decd, that Thomas
Duncan died intestate owning 127a in Sadsbury Twp and left several children, some of
whom are yet minors, that petitioner is willing to pay the shares of the other children for
the land; petition to appraise the land and determine if it could be divided among all the
children without spoiling the whole. On March 1, 1763, the court declared: Ann Duncan,
infant over 14, dau. of Thomas Duncan late of Sadsbury Twp, chose John Duncan her
brother to be guardian; court appoints Andrew Moor of Sadsbury Twp to be guardian of
Elizabeth Duncan and Martha Duncan, minor children under 14 of Thomas Duncan late
of Sadsbury decd. Appraisal of land returned; it cannot be divided. [Mary Ann Dobson
file-- Lancaster County, Pennsylvania Orphans Court Record].
: About 1765, this family, along with the Laughlins, Sharps, Littons, and Prices, and
probably other families left Pennsylvania and settled in Botetourt County, Virginia, near
the town of Fincastle, later moving westward to Washington and Russell Counties
["Indian Atrocities along the Clinch, Powell, and Holston Rivers of Southwest Virginia,
1773-1774" researched and complied by Emory L. Hamilton].
: After leaving Pennsylvania in 1769, he moved to Russell County, Virginia, on the waters
of Clinch River, and settled at a noted place called the Elk Gardens. This was the most
remote northwesterly settlement of Virginia west of the Blue Ridge at that time. At Elk



Garden he was appointed a Captain of Rangers by a Committee of Safety. This company
was a small band of choice spirits, always ready as minute men and qualified by
experience and bravery for defending a frontier settlement against the cunning and
barbarity of Indian enemies. ["A Diary of Public Events and Notices of My Life and Family
etc." by Samuel Hervey Laughlin, from Jan. 1 1845 to ---; file from Duncan Surname
Association]
: Sgt. John Duncan, commanding fifteen men, including Jeremiah Price, manned the
home station at Glade Hollow Fort sometime between 1766 and 1774. ["William King
and Virginia Watkins, Their Ancestors and Descendants" by Maellen King Ford; file from
Duncan Surname Association].Minutes of the Washington County Court on January 29,
1770 "ordered that Isaac Shelby, Robert Craig, John Dunkin and John Adair by
recommended to his Excellency the Governor as proper persons to be added to the
Commission of the Peace of Washington County. "On May 5, 1773, John Duncan was
added to the committee to find the best way for a horse road between Town House on
the Holston and Castlewoods. The committee reported back to the court on July 6, 1773.
The road was partially established, beginning at John Duncan's house in Elk Garden and
going to the Town House. ["Twenty-one Southern Families: Notes and Genealogies" by
Elizabeth Pryor Harper, 1985, page 76]
: Capt. Dunkin lived in the New Garden section of Russell County, Virginia, at the time of
his capture by the British. He had served as a militia officer on the Clinch since at least
1774, and in 1776 led troops of soldiers to Powell Valley to help people who had
evacuated the valley because of Indians, bringing in their belongings. He later moved to
Abingdon, Spring Creek, where he died. ["James Litton, 'The Wayfaring Stranger'" by
Dorothy Gable, 1964, page 181+; file from Duncan Surname Association]
: In June, 1776, just prior to the outbreak of the Cherokee War, Captain Dunkin led a
party of militia and settlers into Powell Valley. "Captain Dunkin and his little faithful
band, frequently went out and remained for different periods on tours of duty
protecting the settlers in this valley and on the road. On one of these tours, he and his
company fell in with a band of Indians whom they instantly attacked, killing four and
wounding a fifth. They followed the wounded Indian some distance to a place where he
had entered a cave. Captain Joseph Martin was along, having with other Rangers, met
Captain Dunkin, when it was agreed between the two, that while others kept guard
outside, they would enter the cave and take the Indian or kill him. They entered, each
with a blazing torch in one hand and a pistol in the other, cocked and primed. After
going in sixty or seventy yards, Captain Dunkin saw the Indian's eyes shining in the
distance, and t[ook] deliberate aim, not knowing that the Indian had a gun, and
supposing others to be with him, was so lucky as to shoot him right through the head."
["Indian Atrocities along the Clinch, Powell, and Holston Rivers of Southwest Virginia,
1773-1774" researched and complied by Emory L. Hamilton].
: In January, 1777, John Duncan was named as one of the appraisers of the estate of



Isaac Chrisman. In February, 1777, John was recommended to the Governor as a proper
person to be added to the Commission of the Peace. This Commission was similar to a
committee of justices of the peace. Four or five of them would hold court together, and
they were considered important men in the county. These courts did more than
examine criminals, who were sent to Williamsburg for trial, if the evidence justified the
expense. They set prices for food, lodging and liquor. They recommended to the
governor names of militia officers, who he then commissioned. 
: John Duncan was commissioned a Captain in 1777. On July 23, 1777, John Duncan was
sworn in as justice of Peace and of the County Court in Chancery. He was present at
court sessions November 1777, April 1778, and November 1778. In April, 1778, he was
appointed to collect the tithables for the road from Two Big Springs on Copper Creek to
the head of Mockison, and the road from Montgomery's old place through Mockison
Gap to the North Fork (of the Holston River). ["William King and Virginia Watkins, Their
Ancestors and Descendants" by Maellen King Ford; file from Duncan Surname
Association]
: At a Court held for Washington County of February 26, 1777 "Ordered that John
Campbell, James Montgomery, Robert Buchannan, John Dunkin, Gilbert Christian, James
Shelby, John Kinkead, John Anderson, William Bowman, Robert Craig, and James
Robertson, Gent. be recommended to his Excellency, the Governor as fit and proper
persons for Captains of the Militia in the County of Washington." ["Twenty-one
Southern Families: Notes and Genealogies" by Elizabeth Pryor Harper, 1985, page 76]
: By 1777, Harrodsburg, Boone's Station, and St. Asaph's (Logan's Station) were
established, but still depended on the Holston settlements for supplies. In the summer
of 1777, the Indians carried on a long siege of these forts. Ammunition ran low, and
there were not enough men to dislodge the Indians. Logan slipped out of his fort and
took the news to the Holston. The militia responded with 100 men. Col. Bowman, with
two companies under Capt. Henry Pauling and Capt. John Duncan, arrived at
Boonesborough on August 1. Capt. Duncan was soon succeeded by Capt. Isaac Ruddell,
who later moved to Kentucky and established Ruddell's station. With the settlements so
strengthened, and winter approaching, the Indians finally gave up and went home.
["William King and Virginia Watkins, Their Ancestors and Descendants" by Maellen King
Ford; file from Duncan Surname Association]
: On November 25, 1777, John Dunkin and John Kinkead were named as sureties in the
sum of 200 lbs for the faithful administration of Henry Sword's estate. At a Court held
for Washington County on November 26, 1777 "Ordered that James Laird be constable
in Capt. Dunkin's Co. Ordered that William Robinson be overseer of the Road from
Castle Run to the 2 springs that John Dunkin, Gent. give him a list of tithables."
["Twenty-one Southern Families: Notes and Genealogies" by Elizabeth Pryor Harper,
1985, page 76]
: In 1777, he went to Kentucky, raised corn and made improvements by erecting cabins



in the fork between Hingston's and Stoner's forks of the Licking River. He had removed
his mother and sister with him to Clinch. After thus preparing in Kentucky in 1777-78, he
removed his family, including his aged mother and two sisters, Elizabeth and Martha,
along with their husbands out from Clinch to Kentucky in 1779. John removed them
because, for besides being the head of his own family, he was the commander and
leader of the company of immigrants, though Porter and Litton and others went along,
were men of enterprise and good soldiers and woodsmen. These two had farms also
begun by improvements near Martin's Station. Martin's Station was on Stoner's River (a
fork of Licking) five miles above its confluence with Hingston on Licking--Ruddles Station
(pronounced Riddles) was three miles below the junction of the forks. Consequently the
forts were eight miles apart. ["A Diary of Public Events and Notices of My Life and Family
etc." by Samuel Hervey Laughlin, from Jan. 1 1845 to ---, pages 167-168; file from
Duncan Surname Association]
: At the November 18, 1778, Court, John Duncan was named as one of the appraisers for
the estate of John Barksdale. He, Samuel Porter, and Andrew Colvill were sureties in the
sum of 600 pounds for the faithful administration of the estate by John Kinkead. John
Duncan was also appraiser for the estate of Humphrey Dickinson. ["Twenty-one
Southern Families: Notes and Genealogies" by Elizabeth Pryor Harper, 1985, page 76]
: In the spring of 1780, the British decided to destroy the army of John [sic., i.e., George]
Rogers Clark, which had been causing them so much trouble in the Ohio Territory. Clark
was thought to be at Louisville, so an expedition under Capt. Henry Byrd set out. Figures
vary, but there were at least 150 British troops, 700 Indians, and several cannon in the
expedition. The Indians insisted on first  destroying the forts in central Kentucky,
claiming they were a threat to their villages north of the Ohio River.  So the army
traveled up the Licking River to Ruddell's Station, a large fort containing about 300
people. The Indians had never been able to take a Kentucky fort, but when cannon fire
knocked down the gate, the station was forced to surrender.  Capt. Bird promised that if
the men surrendered, the women and children would be allowed to go free. The terms
were accepted, but the Indians ignored them. Many of the settlers were killed before
the British could stop them. They also killed all of the livestock and burned the supplies
of food. A week later on June 26, this army, with their prisoners, marched on Martin's
Station, a much smaller fort with only about 50 people. Here were the John Duncan and
Francis Berry family. Capt. Bird laid down the law to the Indians. Unless they promised
that the British would have the prisoners and the Indians would have the loot, he would
not use the cannon. The Indians knew they could not take the fort without the cannon,
so they agreed. Martin's Station also surrendered. Burdened with prisoners and plunder,
and being short of supplies, the expedition was cut short ["William King and Virginia
Watkins, Their Ancestors and Descendants" by Maellen King Ford; file from Duncan
Surname Association]
:"The prisoners taken at Martin's were united to the prisoners from Ruddle's. There was



understood to be an agreement between the British and Indians, that the prisoners
taken at Ruddle's should belong to the Indians, and those at Martin's to the British. The
whole of the property of the Americans including their Negroes, were given to the
Indians. My grandfather, John Dunkin, had ten or twelve likely Negroes, and a fine
person property in stock and furniture, etc., of which he was altogether plundered. After
the Treaty of Greenville I think he got back an old African woman named Dinah, and a
boy. I remember Dinah on the Holston, but am not sure as to the boy. This robbery and
captivity, reduced my grandfather to poverty. As I have hereto stated, nothing but a few
rags of clothing was left to him or his family. (Samuel Hervey Laughlin's diary) ["Indian
Atrocities along the Clinch, Powell, and Holston Rivers of Southwest Virginia, 1773-1774"
researched and complied by Emory L. Hamilton].
: There are no official figures of how many prisoners Bird started out with, but only 100
of them reached Detroit. Those who would not keep quiet or could not keep up were
killed along the way. Chief Logan, whose family was murdered in 1774, was a member of
the raiding party. Capt. Duncan had several conversations with him during the captivity.
The conversations must have been friendly--Logan told him that he had two souls, the
good one made him kind and humane, the bad one made him savage and cruel. From
Detroit they were sent to Montreal to be held as prisoners of war until 1784. Benjamin
Sharp said: "The families came to no harm." John Duncan, Jr., escaped from captivity
and made his way to the American side in New York. According to a letter from Adelaide
Berry Duncan to her son George: "As the prisoners were leaving Canada, they crossed
Lake Ontario in a ship which was very crowded and manned by French-Canadian sailors.
A storm arose and the sailors got frightened, and quit work. They started to pray, and
cross themselves, when an Englishman, perhaps an officer, came on them and cursed
and swore and ripped and tore around and kicked them, and made them get to work.
Finally they got safely to land. Francis Berry laughed about it. Sarah Sharp said there
were piles of feathers floating in the eddies on the lake shore that looked like white
houses--the shedding of many waterfowls on the lake. As our ancestors were coming
home they passed near Niagara Falls. All heard its roar and some of them men went to
see it but the women and children were too weary to go. ["William King and Virginia
Watkins, Their Ancestors and Descendants" by Maellen King Ford; file from Duncan
Surname Association]
: On return from Canada the prisoners came by way of Lake Champlain, by Saratoga, the
place where Burgoyne's surrender in 1777, down the Hudson by water and across
through New Jersey to Philadelphia, at the final achievement of our national
independence as they passed through that city, and of the kindness everywhere of the
people to them on their journey. ["James Litton, 'The Wayfaring Stranger'" by Dorothy
Gable, 1964, page 181+; file from Duncan Surname Association]
: Upon returning to Kentucky after being held captive in Canada, Capt. John Dunkin
made the following statement: "June 26, 1780, I was taken from Licking Creek in



Kentucky County by Captain Henry Bird of the 8th Regiment of his Majesty's forces in
conjunction with about eight hundred Indians of different Nations--Viz. Mingoes,
Delawares, Shawnees, Hurons, Ottaways, 'Taways and Chippeways. We marched from
our village the 27th, being in number 129 men, women and children. We marched down
Licking about 50 miles to the Ohio and from thence up ye Big Miami River about 170
miles to the Standing Stone, and from thence up said river to Larramie's (Lorimer's)
Store 14 miles on the head of the Miami; and from thence across by land 18 miles to the
Landing on the River Glaise--and from thence down said river passing a Taway village
and to the mouth of said river about 80 miles at a small village to Miami Indians on the
River Miami; from thence down said river about 40 miles to an Indian village called Rose
de Boo--and from thence down said river about 18 miles to Lake Erie, where we went on
board the Hope, mounted six pounders, Captain Graves, Commander; and so across the
said lake to the mouth of Detroit River, and 18 miles up to the same to the fort and town
of Detroit, which place we arrived at the 4th of August, 1780--where we were kept until
the 24th when 33 of us were put on board the Gage, Captain Burnit commander,
mounted 8 guns, and from thence to Fort Erie and thence in battles 18 miles down the
River Niagara to Fort Slusher, at the head of the great fall--and from thence in wagons, 9
miles, where we again went in battles down said river to Fort Niagara at the mouth of
said river on the 19th; and on the 5th of September we were again put on board the
Ontario, Captain Cowan commander and so across the Lake Ontario to Carlton Island on
the 8th, and on the 10th we sent off down the long Sac and into Sandijest Lake, and so
down Rapids into Grand River and through a small lake and so the Lasheen. From thence
by land 9 miles to Montreal on the 14th of September, 1780, and on the 17th we were
sent into Grant's Island and remained there until the 25th of October, when we were
again taken back into Montreal and billeted in St. Lawrence suburbs. I was put in
confinement in the Long Gaol (???gh) September 1st, and remained in close
confinement until the 17th day of October, when I was permitted to go and live with my
family with the privilege of walking the town and suburbs." ["Destruction of Ruddle's
and Martin's Forts in the Revolutionary War" by Maude Ward Lafferty, The Register of
the Kentucky Historical Society, Vol. 54, No. 189, Oct. 1956, page 312]
: An unfactual story states that John Dunkin and Soloman Litton all were captured by
Indians and taken to near Detroit as prisoners. Soloman's wife, learning of this,
journeyed and solicited the help of Daniel Boone and others to secure their release.
After quite an ordeal, Boone's party liberated the group of men, some of which returned
to Kentucky with him. It is said that Capt. Dunkin and Soloman Litton remained in Detroit
through the winter and returned to the Clinch in the spring of 1781. During his absence,
not having word from the family, and believing them to still be prisoners of the enemy in
Canada, James Laughlin and John Litton (his kinsmen) were appointed guardians of the
estates of John Dunkin and Soloman Litton on March 20, 1781, according to the
Washington County, Virginia records. At a Court held for Washington County on May 15,



1781, and inventory and appraisement of the estate of John Duncan was recorded. ["A
Diary of Public Events and Notices of My Life and Family etc." by Samuel Hervey
Laughlin, from Jan. 1 1845 to ---, page 174; file from Duncan Surname Association]
: After the war was over, the Duncans and Berrys returned to the Holston area. They had
lost their land, their possessions, and their slaves. They were never repaid for their
losses. ["William King and Virginia Watkins, Their Ancestors and Descendants" by
Maellen King Ford; file from Duncan Surname Association]
: "My grandfather (Captain Dunkin) considered Ruddle, not Riddle as the name is
commonly written, as a bad man. When confined on parole, or in close prison at
Montreal, he often saw Ruddle, who was his senior officer in the station when it
surrendered, walking the streets, finely dressed, and under no restraint, or associating
with the British officers." (Samuel Hervey Laughlin Diary) ["Indian Atrocities along the
Clinch, Powell, and Holston Rivers of Southwest Virginia, 1773-1774" researched and
complied by Emory L. Hamilton].
: At a Court held for Washington County on 20th Mar 1781 "On motion of James Litton
and James Laughlin, and by consent and order of the Court, they were appointed
Guardians of the estates of Capt. John Dunkin and Solomon Litton, prisoners of the
enemy in Canada, and to use all their legal methods for saving and securing the said
estates ..." ["Twenty-one Southern Families: Notes and Genealogies" by Elizabeth Pryor
Harper, 1985, page 76]
: In 1786, Hawkins County was taken from Sullivan County, Tennessee. A Commission
including Joseph Martin, James McNeil, John Duncan, William King, Evan Shelby, Samuel
Smith, and John Scott were selected to find a site for the county courthouse. Apparently,
they did nothing about it, and a new commission was named in 1795.In 1788, North
Carolina held a state convention to consider ratification of the Federal Constitution. The
conservative North Carolinians were not in favor of the Constitution as it stood, and
hoped a refusal to ratify would force Congress to add the Bill of Rights and other
amendments. Three of the representatives from Sullivan County were Joseph Martin,
John Sharp, and John Duncan. Martin did not vote, but Sharp and Duncan voted no, and
the Constitution was not ratified by North Carolina until another convention was held in
1789. ["William King and Virginia Watkins, Their Ancestors and Descendants" by Maellen
King Ford; file from Duncan Surname Association]
: John Dunkin s will stated: John Dunken of Washington Co. VA, weak in body, ...
executors should sell my personal property all and singular at twelve months credit the
product to be disposed of as hereinafter mentioned. ... daughter Sally Laughlin, $100;
daughter Elenoar Campbell, $50; balance divided among my nine children, to wit, Betsy
Laughlin, John Dunken, Peggy Laughlin, Joseph Dunkin, Polly Hignite, Sally Laughlin, Ann
Martin, Faithful Lock and Elenor Campbell. Executors to convey to John Laughlin the
track of land on which I now live in compliance with a bond given by me to the said
Laughlin for that purpose. Appoint my beloved friends Stanton Pemberton and Jonathan



King executors. Dated October 2, 1817. /s/ John Dunken. Wit. Thomas McChesney, John
Sharp, Jonathan King. Recorded 27 October 1817. Security for executors by Thos.
McChesney. [Mary Ann Dobson file-- Washington Co. VA, District Court Record of Deeds
book B, vol. 8, pg. 418].
: John Dunkin was described as a "taciturn, serious and rather melancholy man. He was a
large stout man and in his tougher days and until his spirit was broken and his health
impaired by his Canadian captivity, and the loss of his property, had been a man of great
vigor of mind and body, and fond of hazardous and arduous enterprise." ["James Litton,
'The Wayfaring Stranger'" by Dorothy Gable, 1964, page 181+; file from Duncan
Surname Association]
: Information from Dick Buckard gives death date as 6-August-1818 in Whitley Co.,
Kentucky. From Proceedings and Debates of the Convention of North-Carolina,
Convened at Hillsborough, on Monday the 21st Day of July, 1788, for the Purpose of
deliberating and determining on the Constitution recommended by the General
Convention at Philadelphia, the 17th Day of September, 1787, Edenton, 1789: On Friday,
August 1, 1788, the convention met according to adjournment, and voted on a motion
"on behalf of the state of North-Carolina, and the good people thereof, and by virtue of
the authority to them delegated," to ratify "the constitution proposed for the future
government of the United States of America by the federal convention, lately held at
Philadelphia, on the 17th day of September last." On a voice vote, the motion failed. The
delegates were then polled, with the "John Dunkin" and "John Sharpe" listed as nays.
Coincidently, also listed among the nays was a Richard Nixon. As the president's
ancestor lived in North Carolina during this period, perhaps our ancestors served with
his at this convention. See Proceedings, pp. 276-79. SOURCE:
http://web.me.com/darby1736/Site/Ruddells_and_Martins_Forts/Entries/2010/1/28_D
iary_of_Captain_John_Dunkin.htm


