
THE NAME AND FAMILY OF FREY
The surname FREY is, in most cases at least, of Germanic origin and is said by family historians
to have been first borne by a "free man" (a person not in bondage), the German Frey being the
equivalent of the English free. In some cases, too, the name is known to have been a
corruption of the English Fry, which has the same origin. One writer advances the theory that
those who resided in Friesland, a province in the Netherlands first assumed the name, but the
first-mentioned derivation is that most generally accepted. Among the spellings in which the
name appears in ancient records are Freye, Frye, Fry, Frei, and Frey. Of these, the last form is
frequently in evidence in America in modern times, while that immediately preceding it is also
found, having been brought over in comparatively recent times by emigrants from northern
Europe.

Chiefly resident in Germany, Switzerland, Alsace, Bavaria, Sweden, Hesse, and Austria, the
bearers of the name were in many cases of noble birth and belonged in some considerable part
to the landed and educated classes.

Of the family in Switzerland, Kaspar Frey or Frei, who was born, probably at Hilsbach, in Baden,
it is said to have been descended from a line long resident in Urdorf, Zurich. He died in 1683,
over eighty years of age, leaving issue by his wife Anna of a son, Hans Frey or Frei, who was
first married in 1666, at Hilsbach, to Margarethe Schopff, of Weiler, a nearby township. Hans
made his home at Weiler and had issue by Margarethe of four sons, Hans, Jacob, Michael (died
in infancy), and another Michael (also died young). Of these, Jacob or Hans Jacob, as he is
sometimes recorded, was the progenitor of a family which flourished in the male line for five
generations at Weiler, but ended in female heirs in 1893, upon the death of John George Frey,
of Weiler, without male progeny. By his second wife, Margarethe Volck, of Weiler, whom he
married in 1676, Hans was the father of Martin, George, Tobias, and Anna Katharina. Tobias
Frey (sometimes written Frei), son of Hans and Margarethe (nee Volck), was married at Weiler
in 1709 to Anna Maria Peters, of Eppingen. His children by this union were Conrad, Gottfried,
and Anna Maria, of whom the last was born in 1722. The name then disappears from the
records of that district, and it is considered certain that the family came to America soon after
that date. This line will be mentioned again.

Another early settler in America, Martin Frey, is believed to have been a descendant of the
before-mentioned Hans, son of Hans and Margarethe (nee Schopff), or a son of Jacob, also
recorded as Hans Jacob, the half-brother of the immigrant Tobias. However, the records of this
Martin Frey are only fragmentary, and nothing is known concerning his descendants, other
than that he had a son named Martin.

Among the early records of the name in Germany are those of the Schonstein line, which was
established before 1633 and was represented at a later date by Carl Freiherren Frey; those of
Heinrich Frey, of Freyenfels, Silesia, who was granted arms in 1658 and whose descendants
bore the title of Baron as early as the year 1722; those of Ferdinand von Frey, who held public



office in 1697 and left issue by his wife, Maria Claudia Johanna von Hochstain, of two sons, Carl
Joseph Octavian and Johann Philipp Ferdinand von Frey; and those of the Frey family of Dern,
in Hesse, the members of which bore the title of Baron in 1737, and probably before.

The first of the name in America was probably Humphrey Frey, an Englishman, who settled in
James City County, Va., in 1639. His records are not complete, but it is probable that his
descendants, if any, changed the spelling of the name to Fry. Heinrich Frey, who emigrated
from Altheim, in the Province of Alsace, German, settled at Germantown, Philadelphia County,
Pa., in 1680. He was married in 1692 to Anna Catherine Levering, also of German birth and the
daughter of Rosier Levering, ,who is said to have been born in the Netherlands of English or
Anglo-Saxon parentage and to have married a native of Westphalia, in Germany. To this union
of Heinrich and Anna Catherine were born seven children, Jacob, Henry, John, George (no
further record), Elizabeth, Rebecca, and Amelia. NOTE: ROSIER WAS NOT ANNA CATHERINE’S
FATHER BUT HER GRANDFATHER. ANNA CATHERINE FATHER WAS JOHN WIGARD LEVERING.
FOR MORE ON THE LEVERING FAMILY LOOK UNDER LEVERING.

Jacob Frey, eldest son of the immigrant Heinrich, whose name was sometimes corrupted to
Fry, removed with his parents to Montgomery County, Pa., before 1709. By his wife Margaret,
whom he married about 1750, he was the father of five sons, Jacob, Joseph, George, William,
and Henry. Of these, Jacob married Margaret Springer before 1789 and was the father by her
of John (died young), Margaret, Anna, Daniel, Barbara, Lydia, and John; Joseph married
Susanna Godshalk before 1787 and left issue at Norristown, Pa., of Jacob, Margaret, and
Joseph; George was the father by his wife, Margaret Bean, whom he married before 1794, of
six children, Rebecca, Susanna, John, Mary, Sarah, and Sophia; William died unmarried; and
Henry (Dr. Henry Fry, of Skippack, Pa. ) married Elizabeth Schoenberger before 1788. To the
last mentioned union were born Dr. George, Susanna, and Elizabeth Fry.

Henry Frey, second son of the immigrant Heinrich,, had a wife named Christiana, but the
names of his progeny, if any, are not available. He removed to Lower Salford, Pa., about 1763,
but sold his land there in 1769, after which date no further record of him is found.

John Frey or Fry, third son of the immigrant Heinrich, married a Miss Kiesler and made his
home at Franconia, in Montgomery County, Pa. His children were Jacob, Henry, John, Joseph,
Amos, Polly, Anna, Hannah, and Betsey. Of these, Jacob married Elizabeth Beard and left issue
by her at Trappe, in Montgomery County, of seven children, Jacob, John, Samuel, Mary Anna,
David (died young), Daniel, and Hannah; Henry made his home in Chester County, Pa.; John
resided at Essecks, in Montgomery County; Joseph married Mary Getty and resided at Trappe;
and Amos made his home at Pottstown, in Montgomery County. However, the records of the
younger son are not in evidence.

One Jacob Frey, possibly an Englishman, settled in New Jersey in 1681, but the names of his
progeny are not available. About 1688 another Heinrich Frey came from Zurich, in Switzerland,
to America and settled at Palatine, on the Mohawk. He is said to have been the first settler in
the Mohawk Valley, west of Schenectady, N.Y. He had a son, Heinrich or Henry Frey Jr., who



was the first white child born in that vicinity. Henry Frey Jr., of the Mohawk Valley, was married
in 1734 to Margaret Kaiser, by whom he had issue of two sons, Hendrick or Henry and John. Of
these, Colonel Hendrick Frey, an officer in the French and Indian Wars, married a daughter of
General Herkimer, but In not known to have had children; while Major John Frey, who also
served in the French and Indian Wars, married the Widow Anna Gertrude (nee Shoemaker)
Wormuth, a niece of General Herkimer, in 1779 and had issue by her of, among other children,
a son named John. Gottfried Frey, before-mentioned son of Tobias Frey, the immigrant from
Weiler to America, resided at York, Pa., and was married in 1742 to Maria Margaretha Linn. To
this union were born Gottfried or Godfrey, Maria Catherine, Anna Maria, Bartel (died young),
Julianna Barbara, John George, Conrad (died young), Joseph (died young), Adam, Maria
Elizabeth, Samuel, and Heinrich or Henry, of whom the last may have left issue, but his records
are incomplete.

Godfrey Frey, son of the first Gottfried, made his home in Montgomery County, MD. By his wife
Margaret, he was the father of Mary, John, Margaret, Sarah Ann Catherine, and possibly others
as well.

George (John George) Frey, son of the first Gottfried, married Mary Magdalena Ziegle. His
children, born at York, Pa., were George (died young), Catharine, Mary Magdalen, another
George, Elizabeth, Jacob, Daniel, Samuel, and Frederick.

Adam Frey, son of the first Gottfried, was married before 1783 to Anna Mary Mielhof. To this
union were born Elizabeth, Henry, Regina, Daniel, John, Adam (died young), Jacob, and another
Adam. Samuel Frey, son of the first Gottfried, located at Baltimore, Md., before 1793. His name
appears in the records of that city both as Frey and as Frye. By his wife Belinda, he had at least
four children, Elizabeth, Samuel, Anna, and John.

Among the other lines in America which are believed to have been descended from the
immigrant Tobias are those of Frederick Frey, possibly a son of that settler, who resided at
Windsor, in York County, Pa., and was the father of a son named Philip in the year 1753; those
of John George Frey, possibly a son of Tobias, who was the father in 1763 of a son named John
Martin; those of Bernhard Frey, who was the father in 1769 of a daughter named Julianna,
whose baptism was witnessed by Gottfried and Godfrey Frey; those of John Frey, who had a
son named John baptized in 1762; and those of Samuel Frey, of Adams County, Pa., who was
connected in some way with the Linns.

Others of the name who emigrated to America between the years 1731 and 1771, arriving at
Philadelphia, Pa., included Johannes, 1731, Johannes and Johannes Conrad, 1732; Hans Peter,
Andreas, Valentine, Christian, and Christopher, 1733; Conrad and Jacob, 1734; Jacob and
Heinrich, 1735; John Dieter, Andreas, and Hans George, 1738; John Henrich, 1739; Hans and
Peter, 1740; John Peter, 1742; Henry and Johan George, 1743; Jacob, 1747; Hans Rudy and
Jacob, 1749; Hans George, 1750; Clementz, 1751; Henrich, John George, and Jacob, 1752; J.
Henry and Johannes, 1753; Phillippus and Jacob, 1754; Martin and Henry, 1765; Christian and
Francis, 1766; and Michael, John Martin, and Friederich, 1771.



The Freys may be described in general as a sturdy, upright, practical, and energetic race. In
some cases they have shown themselves to be possessed of rather high artistic ability. Bearers
of the name who served with the Colonial forces during the American Revolution included
Brigade Major John Frey, of New York; Bernard or Barnard and Nicholas Frey (also recorded as
Frye), of Maryland; and Abraham, Bernard, Christian, Conrad, David, George, Jacob, John,
Joseph, Leonard, Martin, Michael, Peter, Philip, Samuel, and William Frey, of Pennsylvania.
Joseph, George, Samuel, Frederick, John, Jacob, Martin, Henry, William, Daniel, Philip, Conrad,
Peter, Michael, and Adam are among the masculine Christian names frequently chosen by the
Freys for their progeny.

Of those of the name who have been prominent in America in comparatively recent times, the
following are considered representative: Joseph Samuel Christian Frederick Frey (1773-1850),
of Germany and Michigan, clergyman, missionary, and author.

Joseph Frey (latter eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries), of Pennsylvania, Congressman
from 1827 to 1831.

George H. Frey (b. 1825) of Pennsylvania and Ohio was lawyer, journalist, manufacturer, and
railroad president.

Albert Romer Frey (b. 1858),of New York, litterateur and author.

Adolf Frey (b. 1865), of Germany and New York, was a musician and composer.

John Philip Frey (b. 1871), of Minnesota and Washington, D.C., trade unionist and author.

Noah J. Frey (b. 1883), of Illinois and Wisconsin, life insurance executive.

Oliver W. Frey (b. 1890), of Pennsylvania, a Congressman.

John Walter Frey (b. 1892), of Pennsylvania, physician.

The coat of arms most anciently borne by the Frey family of Germany is believed to be that
described in heraldic terms as follows (Rietstap, Armorial General, 1934):

Arms.--"Azure, three garbs or; a chief argent," Crest.--"Two buffalo horns, argent and azure."
According to the same authority the arms borne by the family of Frey of Zurich is described
thus: Arms,--"Azure, a sun or, on the dexter a crescent figured contourne, the same on the
sinister."

Crest.--"A wing, azure."


