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The material in this research essay was gathered over a period of approximately four decades, and I can present it now 

only in various forms that I used (or found) as I collected it. Some of it is reasonably polished; some of it is in rough 

shape. Some includes my own instructions to myself, along with my own “protests” against missing sources. This is  

an explanation, not an apology—I am sharing my Loper work because much of this information is still valid, and 

some of it is virtually inaccessible at this point. 

 

1. CAPTAIN JACOB LOPER/LOPPER/DE LOPER, born in Stockholm, Sweden, 25 

February 1616/7;[1] died between 4 January 1651 and 7 April 1653; married 30 June 1647, New 

York City, CORNELIA MELYN.  He worked for the Dutch East Indies Company in Holland 

and the Curaçao Islands; came to New Amsterdam in the ship “Swol” in 1643 as Commander and 

Captain Lieutenant; Commandant at Curaçao in 1646; fl. Hampton, Long Island. 

 
6 July 1647: Power of Attorney.  Commander Jacob Loper to Nicholas van Let, to receive money from the West 

Indies Company at Amsterdam.[2] 

11 July 1647: Deed.  Cornelis Melyn to Jacob Loper, his son-in-law, of a house and two lots on the East river of 

Manhattan.[3] 

14 June 1649: Resolution.  Refusing a permit to Jacob Loper to trade at the South river, because he married a 

daughter of Cornelis Melyn.[4] 

14 August 1649: Power of Attorney.  Jacob Loper to Cornelis Melyn, to receive money due him by the West Indies 

Company, at Amsterdam.[5] 

19 August 1649: Amount, debit and credit of Capt. Lieut. Jacob Loper, for services for Curaçao in 1648.[6] 

6 September 1649: Contract.  Jacob Loper, agent of Cornelis Melyn, patron, and Henrick Jansen, respecting cattle 

delivered to the latter on halves and a butter rent.[7] 

Livestock mark [undated]: James Looper his mark is cropped in the right ear and a hole in the same ear and the 

hinder part of the left ear cut off.[8] 

 
1 John Braginton Smith & Duncan Oliver, Cape Cod Shore Whaling: America’s First Whalemen (The History 

Press, 2008), 93.  
2 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts in the Office of the Secretary of State, Albany, NY: Dutch Manuscripts, 

1630-64 (New York: Weed, Parsons, Printer, 1865), 38, citing Register of Provincial Secretary, Vol. 2, p. 158.  
3 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts: Dutch, 38, citing Register of Provincial Secretary, 2: 158.  
4 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts: Dutch, 122, citing Council Minutes, 4: 438.  
5 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts: Dutch, 48, citing Register of Provincial Secretary, 3: 54.  
6 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts: Dutch, 50, citing Register of Provincial Secretary, 3: 61.  
7 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts: Dutch, 50, citing Register of Provincial Secretary, 3; 63.  
8 Easthampton TR, 2: 182.  
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22 January 1658: Petition. Jacob Hendricksen Varrevanger, guardian of the orphan children of Jacob Loper and 

Cornelia Melyn, for indemnity for property on the new gracht [?], taken up by the burgomasters of New 

Amsterdam.[9] 

7 June 1660: Order. In the case of the guardian of the late Jacob Loper’s minor children vs. Cornelis Melyn; 

defendant ordered to deposit in court the moneys claimed with the interest.[10] 

 

 

PASSAGE FROM John Braginton-Smith & Duncan Oliver, Cape Cod Shore Whaling: America’s First Whalemen 

(The History Press, 2008), p. 93. Quoting: 

James Loper was closely associated with the beginnings of shore whaling, but mystery surrounds him. His father, 

Lieutenant Captain Jacob Loper, was born in Stockholm, Sweden, February 25, 1616/17. Sailing from Sweden in the 

service of the Dutch West Indies Company, he settled in New Amsterdam before 1642. Jacob is referred to as Jacob 

Lugt de Loper, a Swedish ship’s captain. In one Loper genealogy, he is the commander of a Dutch warship. From 

1643 to 1646 he captained a vessel sailing to and from Curacao, West Indies [fn: O’Callaghan, ed., Colonial History 

of New York, Vol. 17, Curacao Papers. Facts not footnoted from Loper genealogist Chuck Solomon]  Loper married 

Cornelia Melyn on June 30, 1647, in New Amsterdam. They had two children: James Jacobus Loper, born before 

1648; and Jannekin (Johanna) Loper, born in June 1650. 

 There is nothing that indicates that Jacobus Loper (the father) was involved with whaling. Shortly after he 

was refused a license to trade by the New Amsterdam authorities, he reportedly died. [FN  O’Callaghan, Vol. 1, p. 

358].  His death occurred between 1651 and 1653, because in 1653, his wife Cornelia married Jacob Schellinger. 

 Jacobus Loper’s son James was involved in whaling. He married Elizabeth Howell in 1674 when she was 

seventeen. As this was not a happy marriage, she petitioned for divorce on July 15, 1685. Some genealogists state that 

the divorce was never finalized because James died in April of 1686. However, several events involving a James or 

Jacobus Loper take place after this date, so reports of his death in 1686 cannot be correct. 

 James was not always admirable, but he was enterprising and capable. [Footnote: East Hampton Star, 16 

Sept 1965, “The Great Whale Debate Continues,” 7] He was involved in whaling as early as 1668, and between that 

date and 1685 he was frequently mentioned in East Hampton, New York records. Many of these citations involve 

whaling. A 1675 petition to employ Indians was sent from “Jacob Skallenger, Stephen Hand, James Loper and others 

adjoined with them in the Whale Design at Easthampton.” [FN: Starbuck, History of American Whale Fishery, 12]  

The son had teamed with his mother’s second husband, Jacob Schellinger (a name misspelled in the petition) in a 

partnership that became a very successful New York whaling operation. They employed many Indians. [FN: Kittredge 

Maritime Research Center 2, no. 1, The Cape Cod Mariner (Summer 1990), 3. 

 

Another note   Edwards and Rattray, Whale Off! Has entire chapter called “James Loper.” 

The Google book version of Cape Cod Whaling does not have many pages. 

 

p. 96 

 

 The Paddocks lived in the Nobscusset area of Yarmouth, now Dennis. . . .  

[Ichabod] Paddock surely came in contact with James Loper when Loper came to Barnstable in 1680. Barnstable men 

were shore whaling on Sandy Neck while Yarmouth men spent their time at the Black Earth whaling grounds, a mile 

to the east. Paddock learned the whaling boats’ secrets from Loper; in any case he was asked by Nantucket to come 

to their island in 1690 to teach them how to whale from boats. 

 

 Children of Capt. Jacob and Cornelia (Melyn) LOPER: 

 
2 i. JAMES/JACOBUS LOPER, bapt. 25 Oct. 1648, New York Dutch Church;  m. ELIZABETH HOWELL. 

 ii. JOANNA/JANNEKIN LOPER, b. June 1650; bapt. as Janneken on 30 October 1650 in the Reformed Dutch 

Church in New York with “Getuygen”: Jochim Pietersen, Janneken Molyns, and Merritje Jacobs.[11] She 

 
9 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts: Dutch, 188, citing Council Minutes, 3: 650.  
10 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts: Dutch, 213, citing Council Minutes, 9: 290.  
11 “Records of the Reformed Dutch Church in New York,” NYGBR 5 (Apr. 1874): 95. 
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m. (1) JORIS DAVIDSEN; m. (2) 5 June 1681, HENDRICUS/HENDRICK BEEKMAN. Beekman, son of 

Wilhelmus and Catalina (De Boog) Beekman, was bapt. 9 Mar. 1652 in the Old Dutch in New York; he 

died in 1716.[12  

 

James’ sister, Johanna, was baptized as Janneken on Oct. 30, 1650. On December 9, 1676, she 

married Joris Davidsen, a Swede residing in Albany who died about 1679 or 1680. Then, she 

married Hendricus Beekman in June 5, 1681, a large landowner in Ulster Co., NY. She became 

rich.  SOURCE NEEDED.  It’ll be the Melyn essay. 

 

2. JAMES/JACOBUS LOPER, son of Jacob Loper and Cornelia Melyn; married 

ELIZABETH HOWELL; baptized, as “Jacobus,”[13] 25 October 1648, Reformed Dutch Church 

in New York (“Getuygen”: Hendrick Kip & Janneken Molyns).[14] He died in 1691 and letters of 

administration on his estate were granted in [Boston], Suffolk County, Massachusetts, signed by 

Elizabeth Loper and James’s uncle Jacob Melyn (a shopkeeper in Boston).  [The Archives of 

Suffolk Co. have the material; I have a photocopy of the official record of the document granting 

her intestate administration].  James’s death is not listed in Boston VR, did he die elsewhere?[15]  

  

 
22 January 1658: Petition. Jacob Hendricksen Varrevanger, guardian of the orphan children of Jacob Loper and 

Cornelia Melyn, for indemnity for property on the new gracht [?], taken up by the burgomasters of New 

Amsterdam.[16] 

7 June 1660: Order. In the case of the guardian of the late Jacob Loper’s minor children vs. Cornelis Melyn; 

defendant ordered to deposit in court the moneys claimed with the interest.[17] 

11 December 1660: for Jacobus Loper’s trial in New Haven and punishment for arson, see Appendix One below. 

 

When he was 12, he burned down a house, was jailed and later convicted of lying; 11 December 

1660: “he was sentenced to be whipped, and to pay double for the damage he had caused, which 

was £100 in addition to the value of the house. If he could not pay or if others would not pay for 

him he was to be sold for a servant.”[18]  

 
 “In 1664 when the English conquered the New Netherlands, Jacob Schellinger with his wife and stepson 

(James Loper) removed to East Hampton, where the young Loper engaged with Schellinger in off-shore whaling, and 

became so expert that in 1672 Nantucket, more newly settled than East Hampton, offered him a land grant if he would 

settle there and ‘carry on a designe of whale fishing.’ He must have gone there briefly, for two Nantucket whaleships 

bore the name Loper and they began shore-whaling operations at about that time; but in 1674 he was back in East 

Hampton and married Elizabeth Howell. . . .”[19]  

 

In 1668: sued Renek Garrison for “non-performance of his agreement about going a fishing”; 

1668: in East Hampton, New York; July 1671: in New Haven, Connecticut;  

 
12 James R. Gibson, Jr., “Some Records of the Beekman Family,” NYGBR 19 (Apr. 1888): 42.  
13 Jacob or Jacobus is the Latinate version of James—not a different name. 
14 “Records of the Reformed Dutch Church in New York,” NYGBR 5 (Apr. 1874): 92. 
15 James Loper is said to have died by 7 April 1686, but that is clearly mistaken. In addition, his wife—who filed 

for divorce in 1685—was still his wife when he died in 1691.  
16 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts: Dutch, 188, citing Council Minutes, 3: 650.  
17 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts: Dutch, 213, citing Council Minutes, 9: 290.  
18 Burton, “Cornelis Melyn,” 217. 
19 Jeannette Edwards Rattray, East Hampton History, 437.  
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 According to an agreement dated 1672, he was supposed to go to Nantucket “on a design 

of whale catching,” but apparently he did not go.[20] In 1672 he purchased a two-acre house lot in 

Calf Pasture, in East Hampton, south of William Hedges’ lot.[21]  He married by December 1674; 

as part of his marriage settlement, on 6 December 1674 he gave 100 pounds in house and land to 

his wife;[22] in 1678 he made over to his father-in-law Arthur Howell in trust for his wife and her 

heirs, “one Indian captive girl, about 14 years old, called ‘Beck’”;[23]  

 Whaler, trader and cordwainer; 1682-3: partner with his uncles Jacob and Isaac Melyn in 

a venture to recover plate from a Spanish wreck on the Bahama Islands; he finally settled in East 

Hampton, Long Island; 1683:  tax list for East Hampton.[24] I have James Loper on the tax of 1678 

for East Hampton.[25] “James Loper bought horses in and around East Hampton and exported them 

to the West Indies, the Barbados in particular. He was, 1684, one of the enterprising spirits here 

who  traded through the West Indies on small vessels, probably out of Northwest Harbor, bringing 

back molasses, rum, sugar, Spanish gold, and logs. It is quite possible that he also traded abroad.[26] 

(meaning what?) 

 On 15 July 1685 “Elizabeth Loper of East Hampton” petitioned for “a bill of divorce from 

her husband.”[27]  In his long article on “Descendants of Edward Howall,” Effingham P. Humphrey, 

Jr., states that no final action was taken, presumably because James Loper was dead by 7 April 

1686.[28]  On 7 April 1686, Jacobus Schalenger and Samuel Mulford of Easthampton petitioned 

“to be indemnified for certain losses incurred by them in consequence of the estate of James Loper 

(for whom they had become security) being taken out of their hands.”[29] This record has been 

misinterpreted (and it is probably lost, as are many of the items listed in the Calendar of Historical 

Manuscripts): Schalenger and Mulford had not been administering the estate of James Loper, 

deceased; they had been responsible for his estate while he was absent from Long Island. The 

evidence that he had left (actually, fled) the region is clear, and the evidence that he was alive after 

1686 is also very clear. But first the divorce: it did not happen; the couple reconciled, and they had 

a daughter Joanna, born in Boston, on 6 February 1688;[30] the record does not suggest that the child 

 
20 Humphrey, “Descendants of Edward Howell,” 31, citing East Hampton Town Record 1: 9.  
21 Humphrey, “Descendants of Edward Howell,” 31, citing East Hampton Town Record 1: 360. 
22 Humphrey, “Descendants of Edward Howell,” 31, citing East Hampton Town Record  1: 372. 
23 Humphrey, “Descendants of Edward Howell,” 31, citing East Hampton Town Record 1: 412-13. 
24 Humphrey, “Descendants of Edward Howell,” 31. Not citing anything. ??? 
25 Documents Relating to the History of the Early Colonial Settlements, principally on Long Island, transcribed, 

compiled & edited by B. Fernow (Albany, NY: Weed, Parsons & Co., 1883), 737.  
26 Jeannette Edwards Rattray, East Hampton History, Including Genealogies of Early Families (East Hampton, 

Long Island, New York, date?), 438.  Ms. Rattray mentions an inscribed gin bottle (inscription probably cut by a 

diamond: “James Loper, 12 July, 1681”) that had belonged to Loper, now (probably) in the New York Historical 

Society.  
27 Humphrey, “Descendants of Edward Howell,” The Genealogist 5, no. 1 (Spring 1984): 31; citation states: The 

original petition is now lost but is referred to in the Calendar of Dutch (and British) Historical Manuscripts (2 vols.; 

repr. Boston, 1967-68), 2: 118.  
28 Humphrey, “Descendants of Edward Howell,” The Genealogist 5, no. 1 (Spring 1984): 31, citing East Hampton 

Town Record 5: 465, 591, but a search of that citation revealed that the information about Loper’s supposed death 

does not occur there.  The date (7 April 1686) also appears as Loper’s death date (or dead by date) in the book-length 

study also called Descendants of Edward Howell by Emma Howell Ross, revised by David Faris.  
29 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts in the Office of the Secretary of State, Albany, NY, Part 2: 122, citing Gov. 

Dongan [Papers], English Manuscripts, Vol. 33, p. 27.  Loper was not dead (and this record does not indicate that he 

was “deceased”); he had apparently left his estate in the hands of his trusted friends when he abandoned East Hampton.  
30 A Report of the Record Commissioners containing Boston Births, Baptisms, Marriages, and Deaths, 1630-1699 

(Boston: Rockwell and Churchill, 1883), 180.  
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was born posthumously. In any case, nine months earlier James Loper was obviously alive. He 

was also recorded in Eastham, Colony of New Plymouth, in July and October 1686, and in 1688 

he petitioned to be given a patent for preparing whale oil. He was not dead by 7 April 1686—he 

probably died as late as the spring of 1691 since the administration of his estate in Boston was 

granted to his widow Elizabeth Loper on 2 April 1691. The letters of administration of Loper’s 

estate were signed by his widow Elizabeth and his uncle Jacob Melyn of Boston.[31] 

 

He was a whaler, trader, and cordwainer.[32] 

 

He taught the settlers in Nantucket the art or science of whaling, but available records suggest that 

he never really lived in Nantucket but merely traded there. He mostly lived in East Hampton, N.Y. 

His Nantucket linkage is recorded in The History of Nantucket. Long afterward, two whale fishing 

ships were named after him, and there is an island named Loper, somewhere in the far Pacific. He 

was an adventurer, who came and went. His wife nearly divorced him but was with him when he 

died in Boston in 1691, aged only 43. She and their children returned to East Hampton. Today, he 

is honored in the New Bedford, Massachusetts, whaling museum as a premier whaleman. [Sources 

needed: it’s taken from a GenForum letter, citing precisely nothing].  

 
Livestock mark [undated]:  James Loper his ear mark is a crop on the right ear and a hole in the same and an L 

under the left ear.[33] 

 

22 June 1668: Jeames Lopper plainteife enters an action of the Case against Reneck garrison to the valew of foure 

pounds nineteen Shillings for his none performance of agreement with ye said Jeames about going afishing. 

22 June 1668: at a Courte then holden by the constable and overseers [in Easthampton] ther Judgment is that Reneck 

garrison shall pay three pounds Where of the court charges is to be paid with part and the rest to returne to Jeames 

Loper.[34] 

 

July 1671: [New Haven] In July 1671 James Loper a dutch man being complained of for makeing ye people muse 

[wonder] with strange storyes & bragging what he could [do], &c.  he being Examined before  ye Deputy Governor, 

& James Bishop, & being convicted of lyeing was fined Ten shillings & ye Constables ordered to receive it of 

him.[35] 

Attachment, 24 April 1672:  Whereas there was an attachment granted unto James Looper for to seize upon the 

blubber or whale that did belong unto Cornelius Williams to the value of one pound eight shillings, this attachment 

being granted and served in the first place and the said James Looper proving his debt before the constables and 

overseers, did grant and determine the aforesaid James Lopper should have his debt paid him out of the oil which 

was and did belong unto the aforesaid Cornelius to the value of one pound eight shillings and the said Cornelius 

paying all charges that necessarily was expended about the same to the constable and overseers.[36] 

 

 
31 The document signed by Elizabeth and James Loper’s uncle Jacob Melyn of Boston is apparently lost. I was 

informed that the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court Archives and Records Office no longer has Loper’s probate 

file, only references to it and excerpts from it in indexes and copies. A participant in GenForum’s Loper Family 

Genealogy Forum (Kathy Loper) stated on 11 March 2002 that she had a copy of the letter of administration for James 

Loper’s estate, signed by Elizabeth Loper and Jacob Melyn of Boston, in her possession. I have a Xeroxed copy of 

the archival  record of  Elizabeth being granted administration on 2 April 1691. 
32 Humphrey, “Descendants of Edward Howell,” 31.  
33 East Hampton TR, 2: 181.  
34 East Hampton TR, 1: 284, citing Book 2, p. 112 in original. 
35 New Haven Town Records, 1662-1684: Ancient Town Records, Vol. 2, ed. by Franklin Bowditch Dexter (New 

Haven: New Haven Colony Historical Society, 1919): 290.  
36 East Hampton TR, 1: 344, citing Loose Leaf 12: 41 in original.  
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 It was early found to be essential that all important contracts and agreements, especially "between 

the English and Indians relating to the killing of whales should be entered upon the town books, 

and signed by the parties in presence of the clerk and certified by him. Boat-whaling was so 

generally practiced and was considered of so much importance by the whole community, that every 

man of sufficient abilits in the town was obliged to take his turn in watching for whales from some 

elevated position on the beach, and to sound the alarm on one being seen near the coast."33 In 

April, (2d,) 1668, an agreement was entered on the records of Easthampton, binding certain Indians 

of Montauket in the sum of £10 sterling to go to sea, whaling, on account of Jacobus Skallenger 

and others, of Easthampton, beginning on the 1st of November and ending on the 1st of the ensuing 

April, they engaging "to attend dilligently with all opportunitie for ye killing of whales or other 

fish, for ye sum of three shillings a day for every Indian: ye sayd Jacobus Skallenger and partners 

to furnish all necessarie craft and tackling convenient for ye designe." The laws governing these 

whaling-companies were based on justice rather than selfishness. Among the provisions was one 

passed January 4, 1669, whereby a member of one company finding a dead whale killed by the 

other company was obliged to notify the latter. A prudent proviso in the order was that the person 

bringing the tidings should be well rewarded. If the whale was found at sea, the killers and finders 

were to be equal sharers. If irons were found in the whale, they were to be restored to the 

owners.34 In 1672, John Cooper desired leave to employ some "strange Indians" to assist him in 

whaling, which leave was granted;35 but these Indian allies required tender handling, and were 

quite apt to ignore their contracts when a fair excuse could be found, especially if their hands had 

already closed over the financial consideration. Two or three petitions relating to cases of this kind 

are on file at New York. One of them is from "Jacob Skallenger, Stephen Hand, James Loper and 

other adjoined with them in the Whale Designe at Easthampton," and was presented in 1675. It 

sets forth that they had associated together for the purpose of whaling, and agreed to hire twelve 

Indians and man two boats. Having seen the natives yearly employed both by neighbors and those 

in surrounding towns, they thought there could be no objection to their doing likewise. 

Accordingly, they agreed in June with twelve Indians to whale for them during the following 

season. "But it fell out soe that foure of the said Indians (competent & experienced men) belonged 

to Shelter-Island whoe with the rest received of your peticonrs in pt. of their hire or wages 25s. a 

peece in hand at the time of the contract, as the Indian Custome is and without which they would 

not engage themselves to goe to Sea as aforesaid for your Peticonrs." Soon after this there came 

an order from the governor requiring, in consequence of the troubles between the English and the 

aborigines, that all Indians should remain in their own quarters during the winter. "And some of 

the towne of Easthampton wanteing Indians to make up theire crue for whaleing they take 

advantage of your honrs sd Ordre thereby to hinder your peticonrs of the said foure Shelter-Island 

Indians. One of ye Overseers being of the Company that would soe hinder your peticonrs. And 

Mr. Barker warned yor peticonrs not to entertaine the said foure Indians without licence from your 

hour. And although some of your peticoners opposites in this matter of great weight to them seek 

to prevent yor peticonrs from haveing those foure Indians under pretence of zeal in fullfilling 

yr honrs order, yet it is more then apparent that they endeavor to break yor peticonrs Company in 

yt mater that soe they themselves may have opportunity out of the other eight Easthampton Indians 

to supply theire owue wants." After representing the loss liable to accrue to them from the failure 

of their design and the inability to hire Easthampton Indians, on account of their being already 

engaged by other companies, they ask relief in the premises,36 which Governer Andross, in an 

order dated November 18, 1675, grants them, by allowing them to employ the aforesaid Shelter-

Island Indians.37 

http://mysite.du.edu/~ttyler/ploughboy/sbnotes.htm#note033
http://mysite.du.edu/~ttyler/ploughboy/sbnotes.htm#note034
http://mysite.du.edu/~ttyler/ploughboy/sbnotes.htm#note035
http://mysite.du.edu/~ttyler/ploughboy/sbnotes.htm#note036
http://mysite.du.edu/~ttyler/ploughboy/sbnotes.htm#note037
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 The first whaling expedition in Nantucket "was undertaken," says Macy,46 "by some of the 

original purchasers of the island; the circumstances of which are handed down by tradition, and 

are as follows: A whale, of the kind called 'scragg,' came into the harbor and continued there three 

days. This excited the curiosity of the people, and led them to devise measures to prevent his return 

out of the harbor. They accordingly invented and caused to be wrought for them a harpoon, with 

which they attacked and killed the whale. This first success encouraged them to undertake whaling 

as a permanent business; whales being at that time numerous in the vicinity of the shores" 

      In 1672 the islanders, evidently desirous of making further progress in this pursuit, recorded a 

memorandum of a proposed agreement with one James Loper, in which it is said that the said 

James 

 

doth Ingage to carrey on a Designe of Whale Catching on the Island of 

Nantucket that is to say James Ingages to be a third in all Respects, and som 

of the Town Ingages also to carrey on the other two thirds with him in like 

manner. the town doth also consent that first one company shall begin, and 

afterwards the rest of the freeholders or any of them have Liberty to set up 

another Company provided they make a tender to those freeholders that have 

no share in the first company and if any refuse the rest may go on themselves, 

and the town doth engage that no other Company shall be allowed hereafter; 

also, whoever kill any whales, of the Company or Companies aforesaid, they 

are to pay to the Town for every such whale five shillings and for the 

Incoragement of the said James Loper the Town doth grant him ten acres of 

Land in sume Convenant place that lie may chuse in (Wood Land Except) and 

also liberty for the commonage of three cows and Twenty sheep and one horse 

with necessary wood and water for his use, on Conditions that he follow the 

trade of whalling on this Island two years in all seasons thereof beginning the 

first of March next Insuing; also he is to build upon his Land and when he 

leaves Inhabiting upon this Island then he is first to offer his Land to the Town 

at a valuable price and if the Town do not buy it he may sell it to whom he 

please; the commonage is granted only for the time of his staying here."47 

 

At the same meeting John Savidge had a grant made to him, upon condition that he took up his 

residence on the island for the space of three years, and also that he should "follow his trade of a 

cooper upon the island as the Town or whale Company have need to employ him." Loper beyond 

a doubt never improved this opportunity offered him of immortalizing himself, but Savidge did, 

and a perverse world has, against his own will, bandied down to posterity the name of Loper, who 

did not come, while it has rather ignored that of Savidge, who did remove to that island. 

 

Note 47: 

47 There are most excellent reasons for concluding that Loper never went to Nantucket. When the 

parties to whom grants were made settled there, their lots were surveyed and laid out to them and 

the survey recorded. In Loper's case no after-mention occurs of him in any place or manner, and 

in the list of proprietors and their grants, made up in 1674, and forwarded to New York, his name 

is not mentioned. Notwithstanding the islanders, in, their desire to honor and perpetuate his name, 

called two of their ships after him, those who are best judges in the matter concede that be never 

http://mysite.du.edu/~ttyler/ploughboy/sbnotes.htm#note046
http://mysite.du.edu/~ttyler/ploughboy/sbnotes.htm#note047
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had a residence there. One James Loper (or Looper) resided at Easthampton and carried on whaling 

from there prior to 1675 (see petition of Shallenger, Hand & Loper). Undoubtedly this is the man 

referred to in the Nantucket records. Up to the year 1678, however, be still owned property in 

Easthampton. In regard to the Loper mentioned by Felt (Annals of Salem, p. 223), and who has 

been supposed (see Savage's genealogical dictionary) to be the one spoken of, the petition (Mass. 

Col. MSS., Usurpation, ii, p. 136) gives his name as Jacobus Loper, and it is by this name alone 

he is known. Thus in 1686 the constable of Eastham was ordered to attach Jacobus Loper to find 

sureties for good behavior and appearance at the next court, and at the October term Jacobus Loper 

was acquitted of a criminal charge. In no place does the Latin name undergo a change, and 

accompanying circumstances would scarcely seem to imply that the appellation was ever intended 

to be James. On the contrary the Nantucket document plainly says James, as also do the MSS. 

relating to Easthampton, and in no place is the Latinized form used. 
 

Grant and retraction, 11 May 1673: James Looper having several times requested of this town [Easthampton] a 

small parcel of land either to give it him or sell it him for his money that so he might settle himself for to follow 

in his trade, for the comfort and benefit of himself and others. This town have sold unto him the said James Looper 

two acres of land for ten pound lying and being in the Calf pasture upon that side near unto Steven Hedges his 

house lot, only before it can laid out there must be four acres of land laid out next unto Steven Hedges his house 

lot and addition which must appertain and be for a smith, and then that being done it is granted that James shall 

have his two acres laid out next unto the foresaid four acres that is for the smith. And also it is granted that there 

shall be two acres of land laid out, more of the town’s land which the said James Looper is to make use of for his 

own good and benefit, so long as he doth follow his trade of shoe making, but when he doth remove or leave off 

his trade, then the two acres is to be resigned up into the town’s hands again, they paying unto James Looper 

what considerable charge he have laid out upon the land about the fencing of it, whereby the land may be bettered 

by it, but the first two acres of land that is sold unto him, the said James Looper, it is to remain to him and his 

heirs forever so long as he liveth upon it, but if providence should order it that the said James should be minded 

to remove from hence, then if he shall see cause to sell then the town is to have the refusing of it if they [word 

missing?] giving as much as any other man shall or will do.  (Crossed in original).[37] 

 

28 July 1673: Be it known that whereas this Town of Easthampton have granted to me James Looper four acres of 

land lying next adjoining to Renick Garrison northward, upon this condition, that I shall follow my trade at all 

convenient times, of a cordwainer, which I promise and engage myself to do, as also to pay to this town six pounds 

in good merchantable pay being demanded at or before the last of March next ensuing, and in case of nonpayment, 

I do engage myself to relinquish all right or interest in the aforesaid land into the town’s hands again and for the 

due performance of the premises I do set to my hand and seal.         James Loper 

 Witness: William Edwards   Nick. Eodes    this July 28, 1673 

This abovementioned agreement we under subscribed do in the name of the town of Easthampton accept of being duly 

performed and do grant the recording of the same.   Thomas Dyment   Tho. Talmage   John Stretton   Steven Hand   

The above written is a true copy by me    Tho. Talmage    Recorder.[38] 

 

10 March 1673/4:  It is . . . granted by the town that James Looper shall have six pole wide of land upon the north 

flank and it is to run so wide the whole length of his lot that is already laid out to him.[39] 

 

6 December 1674:   Be it known by these presents that I James Loper of Easthampton upon Long Island in America 

upon my own free and voluntary motion and for reasons known to myself do give, grant, and bestow upon my beloved 

wife Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. Arthur Howell, one hundred pounds of my estate as her own property and after her 

to her children by me begotten, to have and to hold the same against all claims or demands of any person or persons 

 
37 East Hampton TR, 1: 360, citing Book O, p. 25.  
38 East Hampton TR, 1: 363, citing Book O, p. 26.  
39 East Hampton TR, 1: 365, citing Book O, p. 35.  
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whomsoever to be hers and her heirs as aforesaid forever.  This hundred pound shall be in the house and land which I 

have present possession of and all my household goods, as bedding and woolen and linen and all my other household 

stuff to the value aforesaid. And I do desire Mr. John Mulford and Mr. Thomas James together with my uncle Mr. 

David Gardiner and my honored father-in-law Mr. Arther Howell to be guardians and overseers in behalf of my 

wife and child or children for the due performance of the premises. 

  As witness my hand and seal.    (L.S.)   James Loper 

Signed, sealed in presence of us at Easthampton     December 6, 1674     Jacobus Schallenger    Thomas Dyament. 

Acknowledged same day before    John Mulford, Justice.   Entered and compared by Thomas Tallmadge, Recorder.[40] 

 

22 March 1674/5: An action entered by James Looper to be tried by the Town Court against John Comes for his 

taking or stealing away of whale out of John parsons his cart that did belong unto him the said James Looper.    In 

the action here above mentioned the plaintiff and defendant being called, the defendant appeareth not after long 

waiting, and therefore the court have determined that the defendant shall pay all cost and charge of courts.  Charges 

1-6-7.[41]   Also the court doth give John Combes liberty within eight days, if he perceive his case is good to 

persecute against James Loper, or else the execution is to be granted. . . . [John Combes initiated his action on 25 

March 1674—“against James Loper for taking away from the beach and still detaining a parcel of whale bone 

which may contain to the quantity of £26  that doth belong unto the share which Symon heillyer went in for him 

the said John Combes.” After “great debate” the court decided for the defendant—for James Loper].[42] 

Rate Lists of Long Island, 24 August 1675: The List of East Hampton—[among others] James Loper, £76.[43] 

 

4 July 1675: Easthampton.   Know all men by these presents that we the underwritten have and by these presents do 

engage ourselves in our own persons to go to sea for James Sceellener and James Loper both of Easthampton 

upon the design of whaling to the utmost of our abilities to cut and save the same for the above named and to 

continue in the design during the whole season next ensuing the date hereof and to attend all opportunities for the 

advantaging of the said design in such boats and places as the aforenamed shall place or [p. 379] appoint us to go 

in upon the south side of Long Island and to the true and faithful performance hereof we each of us bind ourselves 

in the sum of ten pound sterling for him that shall fail in not performing according to this engagement unto the 

aforenamed James and James, and so to continue in the aforesaid their service and design until the expiration of 

the said season; for and in consideration whereof the aforesaid James and James by these presents do bind and 

engage themselves in the the aforesaid sum to provide all necessary craft for the usefulness of the said design and 

to allow unto us and to every one of us one half of one share of all profit what shall be by us gotten or obtained 

during the said term of time aforenamed and to cart the same; that is to say, to cart it two miles from east to west 

to some convenient place where it may be tried or boiled out into oil. So far as is  needful to the truth hereof  we 

all set to our hands this day aforesaid.   Shotnoe E his mark      leivewell S   his marke      

Addam his  H mark    mech graes  2 his mark     Sungachuse ]z  his mark   wewete sowet   W his mark     Pemeson 

2oo[5 upside down]  his mark     Weomp  R [on its back]  his Ma   

 Hoboneck [a kind of reversed bracket] 15   his mark     umbasu   y his mark     Jambotack   R Q unk    mark 

 Checa   A no  his mark      hames  N  his mark 

Signed and sealed and delivered in presence of Samuel Terrill    Reinock Garrison[44] 

 

Documents Relating to the History of the Early Colonial Settlements Principally on Long Island, transcribed, 

compiled, and edited by B. Fernow (Albany: Weed, Parsons & Co., 1883), pp. 708-09.  Reprinted in an edition titled: 

Documents Relative to the Colonial History of the State of New York (New York: AMS Press, 1969), 708-09.  

 

Petition for Leave to Employ L. I. Indians in Whaling. 

To the Honoble  Edmond Andross Esqr Generall of all his Royall Highnes his Teritories in America And Governr at 

New Yorke. 

 
40 East Hampton TR, 1: 372, citing Book of Marks, 9.  
41 East Hampton TR, 1: 375, citing Loose Leaf 8: 37 in original record.  
42 East Hampton TR, 1: 376-77.  
43 Documentary History of New York, ed. by E.B. O’Callaghan (Albany: Weed, Parsons & Co., 1850), 2: 253. 
44 East Hampton TR, 1: 378-79, citing Book O, p. 46 in original record.  
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 The Humble Petition of Jacob Schallenger, Stephen Hand, and James Loper and others adjoined to them 

in the whale Design at Easthampton.  

 Humbly Showing to your honr that ye last Spring your petitonrs appoynted or agreed to Joyne together in one 

entire Company for whaling   For the carrying of which theire Designe they agreed to Indent w th 12 Indians to man 

forth yr petitonrs two boats they prepared with all suitable Craft thereunto.  According whereunto your petitonrs Seeing 

ye Indians yearely imployed by other men both of theire own Towne Southampton and Elsewhere.  And knowing 

Nothing but that they might assume like liberty and doe therein as themselves and others used to do in former yeares.   

They hired and covenanted with 12 Indians about June last to goe to Sea in theire sd boats with Craft this whale Season 

so Nigh at hand upon terms which your petitonrs and ye Indians agreed on: But it fell out soe that foure of the said 

Indians (Competent and experienced men) belonged to Shelter Island who with the rest received of your petitonrs in 

prt of theire hire or wages 25d a peece in hand at the time of the contract as the Indians Custome is and without which 

they would not engage themselves to goe to sea as aforesaid for your petitonrs: After all which prmises had passed 

your honrs Order came Downe to Easthampton (as they say) requiring all Indians to keep at theire owne usuall quarters 

for winter though yor petitonrs understand it relates onely to the Indians at Mr Pells plantation: And some of the Towne 

of Easthampton wanting Indians to make up their crue for whaleing they take advantage of your honrs Sd Order thereby 

to hinder your petitonrs of the said Shelter Island Indians  One of ye Overseers being of the Company that would soe 

hinder your petitonrs   And Mr Backer warned yor petitonrs Not to entertaine the said foure Indians without licence 

from your honr  And although some of your petitonrs opposites in this matter of great weight to them seek to prevent 

yor petitonrs from haveing those said foure Indians under pretence of Zeale in fullfilling yor honrs order yet it is more 

than apparent that they endeavour to break yor petitonrs  Company in yt maner that [p. 709] soo they themselves may 

have oportunity out of the other either Easthampton Indians to Supply their owne wants. 

 The prmises Considered And for that your Suplts [suppliants] Designe is utterly broke for this whale season if 

they cannot enjoy the help of the said foure Indians which will bee to theire great loss and Dissappoyntmt also for that 

there is now noe hope of supply by home Indians because all capable are by others already hired  Alsoe it is hopefull 

in reason that foure poore knowne Indians belonging to a place soe neere adjacent will not nor can they Doe much 

harme to the Towne if reall trouble should come which is hopefull may not come, however not this winter season  And 

alsoe for that your Suplts are like to bee Deprived of the pay before mentioned which they were necessarily exposed 

to imparte to the said Indians upon Indentmt with them   Your Suplts most humbly and Earnestly beseech yor honr to 

take this theire address and weighty concerne into your Serious Consideration   And of your goodness grant liberty 

unto yor Suplts of the help of the said foure Indians this Imediate ensueing whale season according to theire honest 

contract with them  And alsoe bee pleased to voutsafe your Suplts and order from you to that effect.  And yor Most 

humbly Devoted Supplts as Duty bindes them shall ever pray for yor honrs happiness etc.  Granted Novbr 

18, 1675. 

 

22 June 1676: Easthampton June 22nd 1676 at a Town Court held there John Laughton, Attorney for Mr. Thomas 

Sandford, Plaintiff, enters an action of debt by account  four pound thirteen shilings and five pence in book, against 

James Loper, defendant, and declareth against the defendant, that the defendant being demanded the debt or 

security for the same, the said defendant did deny both, and also denied the greatest part of the said debt, for which 

the plaintiff together with increase of court charges, craves the judgment of this worshipful court. 

 The verdict of the Town Court in the action last abovementioned is they find for the plaintiff cost and charge of 

court. 

 James Loper, in the time of the trial of this last case, said to the court or one of them, “You may find for the 

plaintiff and do any otherways, if you dare”: for which words the court fineth him five shillings.[45] 

Tax list, 24 September 1678:  “The Estimate of Easthampton,” 24 Sept. 1678, listing James Loper.[46] 

 

18 March 1677/8: These presents witnesseth that I Samuell Rodgers of New London in his Majesty’s Colony of 

Connecticut in New England for a valuable consideration by me already in hand received of Mr. James Loper of 

Easthampton on Long Island have sold, alienated, and passed over, and by these presents for me, my heirs, 

executors, and administrators, do sell, alienate, and pass over in open market unto the said James Loper, his heirs, 

executors, or assigns, one Indian captive girl about thirteen or fourteen years of age, commonly called or known 

by the name of Beck, for him the said James Loper, his heirs or assigns or either of them for to have, hold, possess, 

 
45 East Hampton TR, 1: 389, citing book O, p. 5 in original record.  
46 Documents Relating to the History of the Early Colonial Settlements, principally on Long Island, transcribed, 

compiled & edited by B. Fernow (Albany, NY: Weed, Parsons & Co., 1883), 737.  
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and enjoy as his or their proper estate during her natural life and do by these presents declare myself to be the true 

and rightful owner of the said girl and therefore have good and lawfull power so to do. In witness whereof I the 

said Samuell Rodgers have hereunto set my hand and seal the eighteenth day of March 1677-8.          Samuell 

Rodgers (L.S.)       

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presents of Issaack Molyne    J. Wheeler.[47] 

 

26 March 1678: Know all men by these presents that I James Loper do for myself, heirs, executors, administrators, 

and assigns make over my right, title, and interest in the Indian girl abovesaid unto my father-in-law Mr. Arther 

Howell for the only proper use and behoof of my beloved wife Elizabeth Loper, and I do by these presents appoint 

him to be feofe in trust unto her my said wife to see and take care that the said Indian girl be not sold or taken from 

my said wife but be kept in her right and possession during her natural life, as is expressed in the abovesaid 

instrument of sale to myself and in case of my wife her death, then the right of the said girl to descend unto the 

children which we now have living, without any kind of fraud or covert.  As witness my hand and seal set to this 

26th day of March 1678.             James Loper (L.S.) 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in  presence of Tho. James    Jo. Hobbert[48] 

 

Deed, 6 April 1678: 

Know all men by these presents that I Renick De ffreese alias Garrison for divers good causes and considerations me 

hereunto moving as also for a valuable sum of money already in hand by me received [p. 415] have bargained and 

sold unto James Loper of Easthampton on the East Riding of Yorkshire on Long Island and to his heirs forever all 

that my cellar and home lot situate, lying, and being in the said Easthampton.  And is bounded northward by the home 

lot of the said James Loper and eastward by the highway, southward by the land of Benjamin Conckling and westward 

by the addition of Joseph Osborn’s land, lying and being by estimation six acres of land, be the same more or less. To 

have and to hold without any molestation of me, my heirs, or any other person whatsoever by, from, or under me. 

Only except the moveables within the said cellar. 

 In witness whereI have hereunto set my hand and fixed my seal this sixth day of April Anno Domini 1678. 

           Reinick Garrison 

Signed, sealed, and delivred in the presence of     Jacobus Scallenger John Laughton     A True Copy.[49] 

 

Lawsuit, 11 April 1678: 

Easthampton, April 11, 1678      James Loper have entered an action of the case against Issaak Moline defendant for 

taking and detaining of five whale oars and what charge and damage shall appeare thereupon. 

 In the action entered by James Loper plaintiff against Issaack Molline defendant this town court fineth 

[findeth] for the defendant, cost and charge of court.[50] 

 

Horses, 29 May 1678: 

 Easthampton,  May 29th 1678     James Loper bought one gray horse formerly of Mr. David Gardiner with 

a black mane and black tail and a star in the forehead, one white foot behind, cropped on the left ear, branded with a 

c on the right thigh. 

 Also one bay horse with a star in the forehead and a black mane and tail and black feet, cropped on the right 

ear and hole in the same and a little nick under the same ear and a [drawn mark] under the left ear. 

 Also one brown horse more [mare?] with a star in the forehead and a white spot on the nose and one white 

foot behind, cropped on the right ear and a hole in that ear and a nick under the same ear and an [drawn mark] under 

the left ear or the hinder part of the left ear taken off and so is the last above mentioned.[51] 

 

6 August 1678:   James Loper being warned by authorities to appear before the Constable and Overseers to answer 

what was laid to his charge and he not appearing according to order and causing them to wait his leisure is fined 

 
47 East Hampton TR, 1: 412, citing Book A, p. 68 in original record. 
48 East Hampton TR, 1: 412-13.  
49 East Hampton TR, 1: 414-15, citing Book A, p. 67 ½ in original.  
50 East Hampton TR, 1: 416, citing Loose leaf, 2-36 in original.  
51 East Hampton TR, 1: 420, citing Book F, p. 11 in original records.  
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for the same five shillings, Tobony an Indian having made a complaint [p. 424] to the authority concerning James 

Loper beating of him and the case being examined on both sides and we apprehending wrong on both parties in 

striking one another and so breaking the King’s peace and are therefore to pay five shillings apiece.[52] 

3 September 1678:  James Lop [Loper] plaintiff have entered an action against Qusique an Indian for a matter of 

debt due to him the said Lop [Loper] as upon account in his book may appear in the action of James Loper 

plaintiff against Quasique the Indian we fine the Indian for his non appearance to pay the charge of court.[53] 

Bill of sale, 17 April 1679: Know all men by these presents that I Benjamin Gaylor [Gaylord] do assign and make 

other this bill of sale unto James Loper of Easthampton and to his heirs forever, as witness my hand and seal this 

17 of April 1679.[54]  [This entry refers to a transaction of 8 February 1678/9, in which Benjamin Gaylord purchased 

ten acres in East Hampton from John Edwards].[55] 

 

13 December 1679:  Easthampton    An action entered by James Loper plaintiff against James Pitny defendant in an 

action of the case for nonperformance of covenant on the whaling account to the value of what damage he shall make 

appear before this town court thereby. 

 In the action above mentioned, this town court have considered of the case and do fine [find] for the 

defendant, cost and charge of court that is that the plaintiff must pay the court charge. 

 James Lop [Loper] being not satisfied with the determination of the town court in the aforesaid action and 

it is granted upon his request to have a review.[56] 

 

Records of land belonging to James Loper [undated]:  

  The records of the land belonging to James Loper, to him, his heirs, and assigns forever, part of which 

he purchased of the Town of East Hampton, and paid for it unto the town according to agreement, and part of it he 

purchased of Reinock Garrison adjoining to his own land, which land was given and granted unto the aforesaid 

Reinock Garrison, his heirs and assigns forever. 

 Imprimis, his home lot containing between six and seven acres more or less and being about nineteen pole 

and a half wide, and bounded on the front by the highway that goeth to the Three Mile Harbor East, and by the present 

Common norward and westward by some land belonging to Joseph Osborne, and southward by the aforesaid Reinock 

Garrison’s land that was. 

 Also one parcel of land more which he bought of the abovesaid Reinock as by his bill of sale more fully may 

appear, and it containeth about five or six acres more or less bound east by the highway that goeth to the Three Mile 

Harbor, and norward by James Loper’s own land and westward by land that belongeth to Joseph Osborne, southward 

by land that was granted to Phillipp Leeke but now possessed by Benjamin Concklinge.[57] 

 

1680: 

The text from Col. John Gorham’s “Wast Book” 

 

About Whaling first in New England. 

An Old Man came from Long Island, one Loper a Dutchman that had been used to Whaling att Long Island—came 

to Barnstable and to Cape Codd or Barnstable Bay then abounded in Whales and my Grandfather [John Gorham, 

b. 1651, who married Mary Otis] first fixt out with Old Loper a whaling in ye year about 1680. Old Loper Was 

Accounted a Sort of a Wizard    then after some time ye Cape Men Learnt ye Nantucket men to be Whalers.[58] 

 
52 East Hampton TR, 1: 423-24, citing Loose Leaf, 11-44 in original documents.  
53 East Hampton TR, 1: 424, citing Loose Leaf, 2-35.  
54 East Hampton TR, 2: 80, citing Book of Marks, p. 7.  
55 East Hampton TR, 1: 429-30.  
56 East Hampton TR, 2: 86, citing Book O, p. 34.  
57 East Hampton TR, 2: 10, citing Book A, p. 67 ½.  
58 “Col. John Gorham’s ‘Wast Book’ and the Gorham Family,” NYGBR 28 (July 1897): 134.  Some researchers 

have wrestled with this passage, trying to identify the Loper repeatedly called “Old Loper.”  It is asserted that the 

passage could not apply to James/Jacobus Loper, the son of Jacobus and Cornelia (Melyn) Loper, because he was not 

old in 1680—he was 32. Anyway, some people have speculated that the passage really refers to the older Jacobus; 

however, he was well and truly dead in 1680 (his widow had remarried and had many children) and he had never lived 
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1680:  James Loper in Barnstable: 

Passages from John Braginton Smith & Duncan Oliver, Cape Cod Shore Fishing: America’s First Whalemen 

(Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2008): 

 

[p. 13]  Standardization of the process [of shore whaling on Cape Cod] would have to wait until 1680, when Jacobus 

Loper came to Barnstable. 

 

[p. 33] Nantucket and then Barnstable [tried] to lure Jacobus [James] Loper from Long Island to teach his knowledge 

[of whaling].  Loper declined Nantucket, but did travel to Barnstable about 1680. 

 

[p. 55]  In 1680 Barnstable established its leadership in the teaching of using whaleboats. That year John Gorham of 

Barnstable invited Jacobus Loper to teach whaling. Loper was the same Long Island whaleman who had been invited 

to Nantucket eight years earlier but never went. This time, Loper came. His arrival seems to be a benchmark for Cape 

Cod whalemen standardizing procedures.   

 

Provisional deed, 8 March 1681/2: Be it known to all men whom it may concern that I James Looper of 

Easthampton, upon divers good causes me hereunto moving, and more especially for a valuable sum of money in hand 

received, do sell all that my accommodations lying and being in Easthampton, viz.: the home lot so many acres as 

appears on record with all buildings, fencings, and appurtenances thereunto belonging, and also one parcel of land on 

the Indian Well plains bounded and for quantity as is on record, and by these presents have bargained, alienated, and 

sold unto [p. 106] Mr. Thomas Trowbrig [Trowbridge] of New heaven [New Haven] all the above mentioned premises 

to him, his heirs, and assigns to have and to hold forever. Witness my hand and seal this 8 th of March 1681/2. 

 James Looper (LS) 

Witness: John Mulford , sec.   Simon Eyres  A True Record by me  Samuel Mulford, Recorder 

The consideration of the abovementioned writing is that the said Mr Thomas Trobrig hath given counter-bond that 

when the said James Looper shall pay all debts due to the said Trobrig to the value of about forty pounds and fifty 

shillings by the year for interest money, then the said Mr. Thomas Trobrig is to deliver this deed to the said James 

Lopper.[59]    

 

Tax list, 23 September 1683: “September Ye 8th 1683  The Estemate of Easthampton.” James Looper  with 1 head 

[possibly one male tithe over 21]; 6 [acres] land; 2 cows; 2 horse; 2 swine; 8 sheep; rate: £62 13s 4d.[60 

Warrant, 24 March 1684: Warrant to seize the property of James Loper of Southampton, a runaway prisoner.[61] 

Letter, 8 October 1684: Thomas Simons, then living in Albemarle County, Province of North Carolina, wrote a letter 

(recorded in part in the East Hampton Town Record) to a man (his name unmentioned) because he (Thomas) had 

 
on Long Island or been identified as a whaler anywhere.  The passage clearly identifies OLD LOPER as a whaler (or 

the whaler) from Long Island—and that refers to James/Jacobus Loper, the one who was not old and he was not dead 

yet either (his estate was probated in 1691).  The only problem with the passage is his supposed age. Well, it was 

written by a grandson of the John Gorham who had actually known James Loper—that John Gorham and that John 

Loper were near to the same age (Loper was maybe three years older). If you were writing about a contemporary of 

your grandfather (both of whom were long dead) you might think of him as being “OLD,” especially if you did not 

even know his first name. The passage presents James Loper as a distant legend, not as a precise memory—the writer 

of the passage had never laid eyes on “Old Loper,” but he had heard about his whaling wizardry. 
59 East Hampton TR, 2: 105-06, citing Book A, p. 67 in original. Apparently, the “deed” was actually a mortgage 

set up to become a deed when/if Loper failed to pay. Jeannette Rattray speculates in her East Hampton Families, page 

438, that this sale did not go through, for Loper continued in East Hampton and Trowbridge was never mentioned in 

the Town Record again. But Loper did not continue in East Hampton—Trowbridge may have disappeared, but so did 

James Loper. 
60 Rate Lists of Long Island in The Documentary History of New York, 2: 540. 
61 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts in the Office of the Secretary of State, Albany, NY, Part 2: 109, citing Gov.  

Dongan [Papers], English Manuscripts, Vol. 21, p. 131.  James Loper was not of Southampton, but he lived so close 

to Southampton that this reference may very well refer to him; there was no other James Loper in the neighborhood, 

and his life was obviously in a chaotic state in the 1680s. 
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learned from David Gardiner that the man frequented Boston every year.  Apparently, the man was a citizen of 

East Hampton, and Simons wanted to engage him as an agent to sell his remaining land on Long Island. “I was 

told about May last,” Simons wrote, “by one Daniell Johnson, a barmodian [Bermudean] that he met James Loper 

in the West Indies, who falling in discourse together concerning me did acquaint the said Johnson that my land 

joining to his, would willingly buy it, which thing I shall refer to thee, not doubting but thou wilt do thy uttermost 

endeavor. . . .”[62] This letter presumably proves that the ambitious James Loper was engaged in trade in the West 

Indies. 

Petition for divorce, 15 July 1685: Petition. Elizabeth Loper of Easthampton for bill of divorce from her husband.[63] 

7 April 1686: Petition. Jacobus Schalenger and Samuel Mulford, of Easthampton, to be indemnified for certain losses 

incurred by them in consequence of the estate of James Loper (for whom they had become security) being taken 

out of their hands.[64] 

July 1686: [transcribed exactly] The Court ordered the Constable of Eastham [Massachusetts], by warrant sent to him, 

to attach Jacobus Loper, and carry him before a magistrate to find sureties for his good behavior & appearance 

at ye next Court.[65] 

October 1686: [transcribed exactly] At Octobr Court, 1686 [Eastham, Colony of New Plymouth].  Jacobus Loper & 

Lidia Young, having been presented by the grand jury (at June Court last) for uncivill cariages to or with each 

other, as pr the sd presentment or file more at large appeareth, at this Court appeared to answer the sd presentment 

and sd Loaper traversed [p. 204] his presentment, & put himself upon tryall by a petty jury, who found him not 

guilty, so he & sd Lidia were released.[66] 

, 6 February 1688: birth of Joanna, daughter of James and Elizabeth Loper, in Boston.[67] 

1688: “James Loper, of Cape Cod, having been in the whale fishery 22 years, petitions our government that he may 

have a patent for making the oil.”[68] 

 

From The Loper Family of Long Island 

 

http://longislandgenealogy.com/Surname_Pages/loper.htm 

 

on Long Island Genealogy website 

 

PATENT WHALE KILLING. 

 

To his Excellency Sir Edmund Andros, Knight, Captain General and Governor in Cheife of his Majestie's Territory in 

New England. 

The humble petition of Jacobus Loper Humbly sheweth—That the petitioner for the space of 22 years and upward 

hath practised catching, killing and trying of whales for oyle & finding of late small benefit accruing to him by the 

same for that he hath met with many abuses in the attending on the said employ.  

That the petitioner by his long experience hath tried many inventions and devices relating to the premises, and being 

minded to goe on said design again, and to use his endeavors for promoting making of oyle by a new invention or 

inventions of the petitioner, which he is not willing to disclose or discover to any, Therefore humbly prays your 

Excellency will be pleased to grant him a patent for the space of 12 years next after the date hereof for the catching 

and killing all sorts of oyle fish as hath not ever been killed by any whalemen in this country, and he may have a birth 

 
62 East Hampton TR, 2: 151, citing Book A, p. 78.  
63 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts in the Office of the Secretary of State, Albany, NY, Part 2: 118, citing Gov. 

Dongan [Papers], English Manuscripts, Vol. 32, p. 82. 
64 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts in the Office of the Secretary of State, Albany, NY, Part 2: 122, citing Gov. 

Dongan [Papers], English Manuscripts, Vol. 33, p. 27.  Loper was not dead (and this record does not indicate that he 

was “deceased”); he had apparently left his estate in the hands of his trusted friends when he abandoned East Hampton.  
65 Records of the Colony of New Plymouth, in New England: Court Orders, 1633-1691 (Barnstable Co., Mass.: 

Press of W. White, 1856), 195. 
66 Records of the Colony of New Plymouth, in New England: Court Orders, 1633-1691, 203. (“Lascivious & 

Suspicious Conduct”)  PCR 6:203-04.  
67 A Report of the Record Commissioners containing Boston Births, Baptisms, Marriages, and Deaths, 1630-1699 

(Boston: Rockwell and Churchill, 1883), 180.  
68 Joseph Barlow Felt, History of Salem (Salem: W. & S.B. Ives, 1849) 2: 223.  

http://longislandgenealogy.com/Surname_Pages/loper.htm
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to kill whales in, or any other oyle fish and trying the same up on any part North of a West line from Pamet river in 

Cape Cod, and not to be hindered or molested by any person or persons upon any sort of oyle fish in that bounds, and 

especially that all persons within any part of this government may be prohibited from making use of the petitioner's 

new invention or inventions for the taking any sort of oyle fish in said time and your petitioner shall ever pray. 

 1688.   JAMES LOPER.  

 

Source: New England Farmer and Horticultural Journal, containing essays, original and selected, relating to 

agriculture and domestic economy; with engravings, and the prices of country produce.Vol. VIII Thomas G Fessenden, 

editor. Boston: John B. Russell July 1829 - July 1830 

 

2 April 1691, Loper’s Administration:  [Transcribed from a photocopy of the original] At a County Court 

holden in Boston April 2 1691 by Adjournmt Administration to all & singular the Goods Chattels rights & Credits of 

the Estate of James Loper late of Boston deced intestate is granted unto Elizabeth his relict widow she bringing in 

an Inventory of the decedts Estate and giving bond to administer the Same according to Law.        

Attestr Joseph Webb.  Cler.[69]  

[The letters of administration of Loper’s estate were signed by his widow Elizabeth and his uncle Jacob Melyn of 

Boston].  

 

 Children of James/Jacobus and Elizabeth (Howell) LOPER; in a legal document in 1678 

James Loper mentioned “the Children which we [his wife and himself] now have living.” 

 
3 i. ARTHUR LOPER, b. ca. 1675, Suffolk Co., NY; m. PATIENCE HAVENS. 

4 ii. LYON/LION LOPER, b. ca. 1677. 

5 iii. JOANNA LOPER, b. 6 Feb. 1688, Boston, Mass.;  m. SAMUEL FILER, JR.  

   

3. ARTHUR LOPER, son of James/Jacobus Loper and Elizabeth Howell; born ca. 1675, 

Suffolk County, New York; died between 30 April and 1 June 1720, Pilesgrove Township, Salem 

County, New Jersey. He married before 1701, possibly on Shelter Island, PATIENCE 

HAVENS;[70] will dated 30 April 1720-proved 13 June 1720, Salem County, New Jersey. At the 

time of his will, all of Arthur’s children were under age—David was the eldest son, Jonathan the 

youngest, Arthur the second eldest, Thurston the third eldest, the other sons probably in the 

following order: John, James, and William, and the only daughter, Phebe, who may have been the 

youngest.  His wife was named sole executrix; witnesses: William Paullin [Pauling],  Dickson, 

Charles Crosthwayt.[71]  

 Arthur was a cooper by trade.[72] He and his family seem to have located on Shelter Island 

until at least 1707, when Patience Loper of Shelter Island was mentioned in a deed executed by 

her father; Arthur Loper is said to have “migrated first in 1700 to Elizabethtown  (now Elizabeth), 

New Jersey.[73] 

 
69 On page 157 of Original Volume, copied from a Probate file that has been lost at Massachusetts Supreme 

Judicial Court    Archives and Records, Boston.  
70 Notice that Arthur married Patience Havens, sister of Desire Havens, who married Lion Gardiner, first cousin 

of Elizabeth (Howell) Loper, Arthur’s mother.  
71 Salem Co. Will Book 2: 161, abstracted in Craig, Salem Co. Genealogical Data, 1: 154.  
72 ARTHUR LOPER: Craig, Salem Co. Geneal. Data, I, 154; Family Group Sheets in Loper File in Salem Co. 

Historical Society.  Established in his will. 
73 Madelyn Larkin, “Re: Lopers from the New Jersey Area” (1999) at 

www.genealogy.com/forum/surnames/topics/loper/204/ on Genealogy.com. It may be that the Lopers lived briefly 

in Elizabeth, New Jersey, before they settled on Shelter Island, but I have seen no documentation for this early 

sojourn of Arthur Loper. 

http://www.genealogy.com/forum/surnames/topics/loper/204/
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 By 1716 the Lopers were living in New Jersey (either again or for the first time). Arthur 

Loper, “yeoman of Elsenburg,”[74] purchased 300 acres in Alloways Creek, Salem County, New 

Jersey, from Thomas Kelly on 29 February 1716 (witnessed by Thomas Wakefield, James Evans, 

and David Davis). On 5 May 1719 “Arthur Loper of Alloways Creeks in Salem County and 

Western Division of New Jersey, Yeoman,” for “Forty pounds of Current Silver Money of 

America” sold the same land to James Wiggens of Salem County, cordwainer (witnessed by Joseph 

Tilley and Sarah Smith).[75] The same transactions, along with some subsequent ones, are presented 

in a rather misleading version in Old Deeds belonging to the Salem County Historical Society 

(1961), 30: “D-137 Thomas Kelley, of Alloway’s Creek, Salem Co., to James Wiggins, of Salem 

Co., 300 acres of land on a branch of Salem Creek; original deed—Sept. 8, 1724; unrecorded. 

Assigned—Oct. 12, 1727, to David Loper (called Arthur Loper in one place). Unrecorded.” 

Presumably this final document refers to the re-assignment of the tract formerly owned and sold 

by Arthur Loper to his son David; Arthur was dead in 1727. 

 
Southold Town Records, ed. by J. Wickham Case (NY: Towns of Southold and Riverhead, 1884), 2: 412-13.  

 

Page 255 of original document.  Abstract, modernized. 

 To all people, Know ye that I, George Havens of Shelter Island, yeoman, in consideration of the natural love 

and affection I do bear unto my beloved son Jonathan Havens of the same island, do, by these presents, give, grant, 

and confirm unto my said son Jonathan [p. 413] two hundred acres of upland and the meadow belonging to it, lying 

upon Shelter Island, and part of the land I bought of Mr. Nathaniel Sylvester, bounded at a place on the west side of 

said land called the Ditch, by a south and north line—on the south by the salt water—on the east by another north and 

south line parallel to the former and so far distant from the same as will leave one half mile in breadth—and then to 

extend to the north said so far distant from the same until and east and west line, cutting the said parallel lines at right 

angles shall include and contain the aforesaid two hundred acres of land and meadow together with all my interest, 

claim, and demand to the same—Always provided that he my said son Jonathan shall always and at all times during 

my natural life, at his own charge erect and maintain the partition fence that shall be necessary betwixt my lands and 

his herein given unto him, and also that the said Jonathan shall not during my natural life sell all or any part of the 

said two hundred acres of land and meadow to any person—which if he shall presume to do, then this deed of gift to 

cease, determine, and be null and void—Witness our hands and seals this 16th day of May 1701. 

    George (his GH mark) Havens     Eleanor (her E mark) Havens 

Witnesses:   Giles Sylvester      Daniel Parke    Willm Richardson     Arthor Loper 

Possession given 20 May 1701. 

Entd  Oct. 15th 1706, pr Benj: Youngs, Town Clk. 

 
Page 260 in original document. 

 To all Christian people, George Havens of Fishers Island sendeth greeting.  Know ye that the said George 

Havens in consideration of thirty pounds to be paid by his honoured mother Eleaner Havens to his natural sister 

Patience Loper of Shelter Island as her portion or legacy of the estate of George Havens late of Shelter Island 

deceased, father to the aforesaid George Havens [p. 421] doth give, grant, and confirm unto the said Elenor Havens 

a certain tract of land about fifty acres being on Shelter Island, which land did belong to George Havens of Shelter 

Island deceased, and is contained in a certain deed the said Havens had of Mr. Nathaniel Sylvester deceased. 

 In witness whereof the said George Havens hath hereunto set his hand and seal this 21st day of June 1707. 

       George (his GH mark) Havens 

 
74 Elsinburg [Elsinboro] is a township in Salem County, New Jersey; it was first mentioned in 1701.  Elsinboro 

Township borders Lower Alloways Creek Township, Pennsville Township, and Salem. Elsinboro also borders the 

Delaware Bay. It was named for Fort Nya Elfsborg, which was constructed by Johan Printz, governor of New Sweden, 

shortly after 1643 [Wikipedia entry for “Elsinboro Township, New Jersey”]. 

      75 Salem Co. Early Land Records A-G:126. Both transactions are on the same page—the only deeds on the page.   
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Witnesses: John Plumbe      Elizabeth Plumbe 

Acknowledged in New London   21st June 1707    before me Richard Christophers, Assistant 

Entered Oct. 20th 1710,    pr Benj: Youngs, Town Clerk.[76] 

 
Will, 30 April 1720: 

In the name of God, Amen. I Author Lopper of the County of Salem and of the province of west new Jarsy in Amarica 

coppore [cooper], Being Sick and weake of Body But of Sound and perfect mind and memory praised Be almighty 

God for Itt. Do make and ordaine this my present Last will & Testamanet In manner and form following that is to say, 

first and principally I Commend my sole Into the Hands of Almighty God Hoping through the merits Death and 

passion of my Saviour Jesus Christ to have full and free pardon and forgiveness of All my Sins and to Inherit 

Everlasting Life and my Body I Commit to the Earth to be Decently Buried at the Discretion of my Executor here 

after named; and as touching the Disposing of all Such Temporal Estate as It hath pleased Almighty God to Bestow 

upon me I give and Dispose thereof as followeth –  

First I will that my Debts and funeral Charges Shall be paid and Discharged 

 

Item. I give unto my Eldest son David Lopper one Hundred Acors [acres] of Land when he shall attain to twenty one 

years of age to him and to his Heirs and Assignes for Ever more only I order him to pay unto my youngest son out of 

the hundred Accors of land when he my youngest son shall attain to the age of twenty one years the just sum of ten 

pounds Currant mony of this province  my youngest sons name is Jonathan Lopper 

 

Item. I unto my next Eldest son Author Lopper one Hundred accors of Land when he shall attain to the Age of twenty 

one years of age  to him and to his heirs and Assignes for Ever more only I order him to pay unto my son John Lopper 

the Just Sum of ten pounds when he my said son John shall attain to twenty one years of age 

 

Item. I give unto my third son Thurston Lopper one Hundred accors of Land when he shall attaine to twenty one 

years of age to him and to his heirs and Assignes for Ever more only I order him to pay unto my son James Lopper 

the Just Sum of ten pounds when he my said son James shall attain to twenty one years of age   Al[l] this land above 

to lieth in piles grove precinct for Salem County in west new Jarsy as above 

 

Item. I give unto my youngest [marked out in original] son William Lopper [the document is creased here and his 

name is almost unreadable] ten pounds Currant money of this province when he shall attain to the age of twenty one 

years to be paid by Executor hereafafter named. 

 

Item. I give unto my Daughter Pheby Lopper the sum of fifteen pounds Currant money of the province to be paid by 

my Executor here after named when my Daughter shall attain to the age of Eighteen years of [age; the word was 

simply omitted]. 

 

All the rest and residue of my personal Estate Goods and Chattels whatsoever I do give and bequeath unto my Dear 

and loving wife Patience Lopper full and Sole Executrix of this my last will and Testament. 

 

And I desire that my Body may be Descently [sic] Buried and I do hereby Revoke Disannul and make void all former 

wills and testaments by me heretofore made. In witness whereof I the said Author Lopper to this my Last will and 

testament have set my hand and Seale this last Day of Aprill for the years 1720 

And In presents of     Arthur Loper[77] 

William J Paullin 

John (his D mark) Dickson 

Charles Crosthwayt 

 

Appraisement, 5 June 1720: 

Personal Estate Taken the fifth Day of June 1720.    A long list of  possessions valued at £136  13 shillings. 

 
76 Southold Town Records, 2: 420-21.  
77 Arthur Loper’s signature is obviously his own, quite different from the handwriting of the person (probably a 

lawyer’s clerk) who wrote the will, and his accurate spelling of the name contrasts with the spelling (Author Lopper) 

in the will itself. 
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Samuel Fog 

Stephen Symmons 

 

County of Salem   this 1st of June Anno 1720   

Then Came before me Isaac Sharp Esq appointed for the proving of wills in the said County Pattience Loaper Widow 

and Executrix of Arthur Loper of Allaways Crick in the Said County Deceased & Being Duly Sworn upon the holy 

Evangelists of the Almighty God Did depose that the within writton [writing] was a Just Inventory of all the goods & 

chattels of Arthur Loper Deceased that Came to possession or knolidge of her the sd Pattience 

Taken before the Day and yeare abovesd   Pattience (her P mark) Lopper[78] 

 

 Children of Arthur and Patience (Havens) LOPER, probably all born on Shelter Island; by 

documented sources, the parents are shown to be of Shelter Island in 1701 and in 1707: 
 

 i. DAVID LOPER, b. say 1700/1.  He was not of age when his father wrote his will in April 1720.  

 ii. ARTHUR LOPER, b. say 1703; m. SALLY ROGERS; f. of Mary (b. 1738; d. 23 Oct. 1814, Bridgehampton, 

Suffolk Co., NY), Patience (b. 1739/40; d. 31 Jan. 1823, Bridgehampton), John (b. 1740; m. Sarah ______; 

d. Bridgehampton), James (b. 1743) & Isaac Loper (b. 26 July 1744; m. Susannah Brown on 17 Nov. 1768 

in Suffolk Co., NY;[79] d. 4 Nov. 1812, Southampton, Suffolk Co.; they had a son Jason, who may be the 

Jason Loper on the 1793 tax list for Fairfield Twp., Cumberland Co.).[80] Isaac was a soldier in “Spencer’s 

Regiment,” Continental Army (From Jerseymen in Rev. War  BUT WHAT IS THAT?). 

 iii. THURSTON LOPER, born ca. 1704. 

 iv. JOHN LOPER, born ca. 1705; perhaps the John Loper who was buried at the Deerfield Presbyterian Church 

24 Oct. 1776.[81] He was on the tax list of 1774 for Mannington Township, Salem Co., with John, Jr., William, 

William, Jr., and Jonathan.[82] Lopers of the younger generation (William and John) appeared on the 1793 

list for Pittsgrove Twp., Salem Co., and (Jonathan and William) in Millville Twp., Cumberland Co.[83] 

6 v. JAMES LOPER, maybe born ca. 1707; m. _____. 

 vi. WILLIAM LOPER, b. ca. 1709; d. 1782/3; m. ______;  f. of William, Jr. (m. Salem Co., NJ, 26 March 1759, 

Bethinia Packer of Gloucester Co., NJ),[84] and John Loper (m. Salem Co., NJ, 10 Dec. 1757, Hannah 

Garretson);[85] grandfather of Uriah (son of William, Jr.) and Isaac Loper (who was son of John), and of 

Edward Mankins;  will dated 30 Nov. 1782, Pittsgrove Twp., Salem Co., NJ; proved 17 Oct. 1783.[86] Tax 

list 1774 for Mannington Township, Salem Co., NJ, along with William, Jr., and others. 

 vii. JONATHAN LOPER, b. ca. 1711; named on the tax list for Mannington Township, Salem Co., in 1774. 

 viii. PHOEBE LOPER, born ca. 1712.  

 

4. LION/LYON LOPER of East Hampton, Long Island; born ca. 1677.  He evidently 

returned to East Hampton, Long Island, with his mother after his father died in Boston in 1691.  

According to Rattray in East Hampton Families, Lion Loper removed to Guilford, Connecticut, 

ca. 1745.[87]  Or in 1740, according to another source. 

 

 
78 Patience clearly made the shaky mark, a capital P, herself.   All the documents above (will, appraisement, and 

Patience’s deposition) are in Salem County Wills, 27Q, in FHL film #559789, and the will is abstracted in New Jersey 

Colonial Documents, Calendar of Wills, p. 296 [Lib. 2, p. 161].  
79 Family Group Sheets in Loper File in Salem Co. Historical Society. 
80 Family Group Sheets in Loper File in Salem Co. Historical Society. 
81 Deerfield Presbyterian Church, 20. 
82 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822, in New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases. 
83 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822, in New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases. 
84 Nelson, NJ Marriage Records.  CITATION ???????? 
85 From New Jersey Archives, Vol. XXII, in Craig, Salem Co. Marriages, 11. 
86 Salem Co. Will Book 25: 382, County Clerk’s Office, Salem County Courthouse, Salem, New Jersey.  
87 Rattray, East Hampton History, 439. 
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12 September 1696: Printed proclamation for the arrest of [among other New York citizens] Peter Webb and Lyon 

Loper of Easthampton, deserters.[88] 

 

 Probably children of Lion LOPER: 

 
7 i. JAMES LOPER, b. ca. 1700; m. PHEBE JONES. 

 ii. LION LOPER, bapt. as an adult East Hampton Prebyterian Church, 5 Nov. 1727; d. East Hampton, Long 

Island, 11 Sept. 1743.[89] He had children whose baptisms were recorded in the same church: Elizabeth [i] 

on 20 Aug. 1738, a second Elizabeth [ii] 4 Nov. 1739, and Lion, bapt. 22 May 1743.[90] His widow was 

received into the Easthampton Church on 19 Aug. 1749.[91] MAYBE HIS WIFE WAS SUSANNA FILER, 

m. 25 April 1737 in East Hampton [IGI, I think].  

 

5. JOANNA LOPER, daughter of James Loper and Elizabeth Howell, born 6 February 

1688, Boston, Massachusetts;[92]  she consented to the covenant and was baptized as an adult by 

Rev. Nathaniel Huntting  in East Hampton, Long Island, on  8 February 1718/9;[93] married 

SAMUEL FILER, JR. (son of Samuel Filer and Abigail Osborn) on 19 November 1717; he was 

born 1695, East Hampton; baptized 3 March 1699/1700, East Hampton;[94]  

He owned the covenant of the church at Easthampton on 30 August 1719;[95] removed to Guilford, 

Conn., ca. 1736; d. 25 May 1763.   LOOK FOR DEATHS OF JOANNA AND SAMUEL IN 

RICKER. 

 

 Children of Samuel, Jr., and Joanna (Loper) FILER:  
 

 i. JOANNA FILER, baptized East Hampton, 30 Aug. 1719.[96] 

 ii. SAMUEL FILER, bapt. East Hampton, 9 Apr. 1721.[97] 

 iii. JANE FILER, bapt. East Hampton, 7 Apr. 1723.[98] 

 iv. JOSEPH FILER, bapt. East Hampton, 4 Apr. 1725.[99] 

 v. MARY FILER, bapt. East Hampton, 30 July 1727.[100] 

 vi. NAOMI FILER, bapt. East Hampton, 29 Mar. 1730.[101] 

 vii. EDITH FILER, bapt. East Hampton, 27 Feb. 1731/2.[102] 

 viii. ADIN FILER, an infant dau. (d. at East Hampton, 24 Apr. 1734, aged about 6 weeks).[103] 

 
88 Calendar of Historical Manuscripts in the Office of the Secretary of State, Albany, NY, Part 2: 253, citing Gov. 

Fletcher [Papers], English Manuscripts, Vol. 40, p. 196.  
89 Records of Easthampton, 5: 580. 
90 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5: 474, 475, 478. 
91 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5:  440. 
92 A Report of the Record Commissioners containing Boston Births, Baptisms, Marriages, and Deaths, 1630-1699 

(Boston: Rockwell and Churchill, 1883), 180. The listing identifies Joannna as a daughter of James and Elizabeth 

Loper. 
93 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5: 430, 437. 
94 The two eldest sons of Samuel Filer—Samuel, Jr., and George—were baptized on the same day by Rev. 

Nathaniel Huntting; they are close to the top of his list of baptisms, since he began performing the rite on 10 December 

1700 [Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5:449]. 
95 East Hampton TR, 5: 430. 
96 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5: 461. 
97 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5: 462. 
98 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5: 463. 
99 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5: 464. 
100 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5: 466. 
101 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5: 468. 
102 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5: 469. 
103 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5: 572. 
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 ix. GEORGE FILER, bapt. East Hampton, 20 Apr. 1735.[104] 

 x. REBECCA FILER. 

 

6. JAMES LOPER, SR., son of Arthur Loper and Patience Havens; born ca. 1707; died 

1791, Russell’s Neck, Deerfield Township, Cumberland County, New Jersey; married ______ 

(dead by 1791; her name was said to be Mary, according to one website); grandfather of James 

Loper and Stephen Davis; James Loper was listed on the Hopewell Township tax lists for 1773 

and 1774, rated for 67 and 4 head of cattle (1773) and for 40 acres (1774), on the Deerfield 

Township lists for 1778, and 1779; his son, designated as James, Jr., was also on the lists for 1773 

and 1774,[105] before the younger man’s death the next year. Since James, Sr., had a grandson 

named Stephen Davis, one of his surviving daughters must have been married to a Davis, or else 

he had a daughter, Mrs. Davis, who predeceased him. In his will, dated 14 December 1791, proved 

4 June 1792, James Loper of Deerfield named heirs: his children Arthur and Uriah Loper, Lovica 

Elwell, Phebe Carl, and Mary Tully, and his grandson James Loper  [witnesses: Joseph High, 

Ezekiel Loper, and Phebe Loper].[106] 
 

Will, 14 December 1791 [this transcription is based on two separate copies of the will—one at the county level 

and another at the state—they are identical in wording, but not in such practices as capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling.  Since I used both versions in order to make sure I was interpreting the handwriting accurately, 

I have not transcribed the will literally with “errors” intact (my usual practice)—it is presented with 

standardized capitalization, punctuation, abbreviations, paragraphing, and spelling, but with the exact 

wording of the originals]:  

James Loper Senior’s will.     In the name of God, Amen.   I James Loper Senior of the Township of Deerfield in 

the County of Cumberland and State of New Jersey, being in a weak and low state of health, but blessed be God, of a 

sound judgment and memory, but calling to mind my own mortality, knowing that it is appointed for all men once to 

die, do make this my last will and testament. First, I commit my body to the ground from whence it was taken in full 

assurance of its Resurrection again at the last day, [both texts have “omitted” here instead of “commit”] commit my 

soul into the hands of God. That is to say:   

 First I give and bequeath to my son Arthur Loper this house and forty four acres and half of land joining 

William Miller’s land to be divided longways of the said tracts of land to him, his heirs, assigns forever.  To my son 

Uriah Loper I give the remainder of said lands joining Daniel More, John More’s land to him his heirs and assigns 

forever. And to have the liberty of the Log House to lodge in while at work here himself alone. To my daughter Lovica 

Elwell I give seven sheep.  I give to Phebe Carl my daughter one cow. I give to my daughter Mary Tully the best 

bed. I give to my grandson James Loper five shillings; I give to my grandson Stephen Davis the sum of five shillings.  

And the remainder of my moveable estate to be divided equally amongst my three daughters, and each to have an 

equal share, and I do hereby constitute and appoint my sons Arthur and Uriah my executors of this my last will and 

testament. And I do hereby publish, pronounce, and declare this to be my last will and testament. 

 In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this fourteenth day of December in the year of our 

Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety one 1791   James (his x mark) Loper Senr  [his actual signature] 
 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of us Joseph High, Ezekiel Loper, Phebe Loper[107]       

 
104 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5: 571. 
105 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822, in New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases; Stryker-

Rodda, “New Jersey Rateables, 1773-1774,” Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey 38 (1963): 131-33. A single man 

named Elias Loper was also listed in Hopewell Township in 1773 and 1774.  
106 New Jersey Archives XXXVII: 234, 235; Craig, Genealogical Data from Cumberland County, New Jersey 

Wills. 
107 Their actual signatures, like James Loper’s, are to be seen on the Cumberland County will, 1031F, but not on 

the West Jersey copy. The witness Phebe Loper may have been James Lopers, Sr.’s sister—his daughter Phebe was 

married and so was his granddaughter Phebe (Loper) High.  
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 Joseph High and Ezekiel Loper, two of the witnesses to the above will, being duly sworn according to law, 

did depose and say that they saw James Loper, the testator therein named, sign and seal the same and heard him 

publish, pronounce, and declare it to be his last will and testament and that at the doing thereof he was of sound and 

disposing mind and memory, as far as they know and as they verily believe, and that Phebe Loper, the other 

subscribing evidence, was present at the same time and signed her name as a witness to said will together with these 

deponents in the presence of the said testator.  Sworn at Bridgetown the 4th January 1792 before me Jonathan Elmer, 

Surrogate.  The foregoing will being proved, probate was granted by his Excellency William Paterson, Esquire, unto 

Arthur Loper and Uriah Loper, executors therein named, they being duly sworn well and truly to perform the same, 

exhibit a true and perfect inventory and render a just and true account when thereunto lawfully required.  Given under 

the Prerogative Seal the day and year aforesaid.   Bowes Reed, Register 

 

Arthur Loper and Uriah Loper, Executors in the above testament named, being duly sworn according to 

law, did say that the above writing contains the true last will and testament of James Loper the testator therein named 

as far as they know and as they verily believe, and that they will well and truly perform the the same by paying first 

the debts of the said deceased and then the legacies in the said testament specified so far as the goods, chattels, and 

credits of the said deceased can thereunto extend, that they will make and exhibit into the Prerogatie Office of New 

Jersey a true and perfect inventory of all and singular the goods, chattels, and credits of said deceased, and render a 

just and true account when thereunto lawfully requested.    

      Arthur Loper      Uriah Loper 

       [Their actual signatures] 

Sworn at Bridgetown the 4th January 1792 

Before me   Jonathan Elmer, Surrogate.[108] 

  

 Children of James LOPER, Sr., and his unknown wife: 

 
8 i. JAMES LOPER, JR., b. 1735; m. HANNAH RUSSELL. 

9 ii. ARTHUR LOPER, m. (maybe) ELIZABETH ______. 

10 iii. URIAH LOPER, m. (1) ELIZABETH ______ ; m. (2) ALETHEA GILMAN. 
 iv. LOVICA/LOVISA LOPER, m. MOSES ELWELL.[109] 

 v. PHOEBE LOPER, d. 1806; m. JOHN CARLL, b. 1730; mother of Jeremiah (b. 1876), John, Lot, Josiah, 

Catherine, and Theney Carll.  

 vi. MARY LOPER, died before February 1800; m. 8 Mar. 1774, Deerfield Presbyterian Church, Cumberland 

Co., NJ, MOSES TULLIS;[110] m. of Moses (b. 1779), Phebe (b. 30 July 1783), David (b. ca. 1792) & Mary 

Tullis (b. bet. 1775-1796).[111]  Moses was b. 15 May 1752, Cumberland Co. (source?). The name is given as 

“Tully” in James Loper’s will.  

 

7. JAMES LOPER, probably son of Lion Loper of East Hampton, Long Island; born ca. 

1700; baptized as an adult, 4 September 1725, East Hampton Presbyterian Church;[112] died East 

Hampton, Long Island, New York, 21 January 1790, aged 90.[113]  

  He married (1) PHOEBE JONES, born East Hampton, Long Island, 1706; she was 

baptized as an adult on 31 March 1717 in East Hampton by Rev. Huntting;[114] died East Hampton 

 
108 James Loper’s will, 1031 F  in New Jersey wills; Recorded wills of West Jersey, Book 34: 486 & following. 
109 Barbara Conrad, “Rutty-Loper,” 2010, on RootsWeb’s WorldConnect Project. 
110 Deerfield Church Records in Craig, Cumberland Co. Marriages, p. 233; Plankenhorn, Deerfield Presbyterian 

Church Minutes, 25.  
111 Thomas Tullis, “Tom Tullis Family Tree,” 2009, on RootsWeb’s WorldConnect Project. 
112 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5:437. The list in the original town record is headed “Adult persons 

baptized in East Hampton by N. Huntting.” 
113 James’s death was recorded by Nathaniel Huntting; Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5:605. 
114 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5:436. The list in the original town record is headed “Adult persons 

baptized in East Hampton by N. Huntting.” 
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on 12 April 1772.[115] James Loper and Phebe Jones were married at East Hampton by Rev. 

Nathaniel Huntting on 8 September 1725;[116] they had many children, none of whom coincide 

with those listed in the New Jersey will of James Loper, Sr. After Phoebe’s death, James married 

(2) MARY ______, who was named executrix of her husband’s will of 1785; she may have been 

the Widow Loper who died in East Hampton on 12 April 1798.[117] 

 James Loper, whose first wife was Phoebe Jones, remained in East Hampton, Long Island, 

all of his life; he should not be confused with James Loper, Sr., of Cumberland County, New 

Jersey.[118]  

 

 Children of James and Phebe (Jones) LOPER: 

 
 i. DANIEL LOPER, bapt. 4 Sept. 1726 [in an Ancestry.com database I cannot locate]. 

 ii. LION LOPER, bapt. at East Hampton on 18 Feb. 1727/8.[119]   

 iii. DAVID LOPER, bapt. at East Hampton on 16 Jan. 1731/2.[120] 

 iv. AMOS LOPER, bapt. at East Hampton on 23 Feb. 1734/5.[121] 

 v. JOHN LOPER, bapt. at East Hampton on 24 Apr. 1737.[122] 

 vi. JAMES LOPER, bapt. at East Hampton on 16 Sept. 1739.[123] 

 vii. WILLIAM LOPER, fl. 1785. 

 viii. ABRAHAM LOPER, fl. 1785; f. of Jeremy, Daniel, and Henry Loper. 

 

Will of James Loper, of  Easthampton, 4 May 1785, gives wife Mary property use; remembers son Daniel; gives 

son Amus lands formerly of Capt. Elias Hand; gives sons James, William and Abraham five shillings each; gives 

granddaughter Phebe five shillings; gives land in Montauck and Hapeague to three grandsons Jeremy, Daniel, and 

Henry, all  under 21, sons of son Abraham; executors, wife Mary and Isaac Edwards; witnesses: Nathaniel Hand, 

Nathan Miller, Elizabeth Hand. Proved 2 Apr. 1790 by Nathaniel Hand. Administration granted 6 Apr. 1790 to Isaac 

Edwards.   (George Easter, abstracter, The Wills of Suffolk County, Long Island [New York], Liber A, 1787-1798, A-

162). 

 

8. JAMES LOPER, JR., son of James Loper, Sr., and ______; born 1735, Cumberland 

County, New Jersey; died 18 August 1775, aged 40 years; buried Deerfield Presbyterian 

Cemetery.[124] He married HANNAH RUSSELL, daughter of William Russell; born 1734; died 

 
115 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5:596. 
116 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5:525. This James Loper stayed in East Hampton and had a lot of 

children recorded there. 
117 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5:608. 
118 He is not the James Loper whose descendants lived in Cumberland County, New Jersey. The New Jersey 

James Loper was a son of Arthur and Patience (Havens) Loper, a couple who settled in Salem County, New Jersey, 

and had descendants there and in the neighboring county of Cumberland. James Loper of Long Island was married in 

1725 when his namesake in New Jersey was under age (as established by his father Arthur’s will). The death of James 

Loper in East Hampton, New York, took place on 21 January 1790, almost two years before James in New Jersey 

composed his will. 
119 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5:466. 
120 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5:469. 
121 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5:471. 
122 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5:473. 
123 Records of the Town of East-Hampton, 5:475. 
124 James Loper tombstone, Deerfield Presbyterian Churchyard, Deerfield, Cumberland Co., NJ; transcribed by 

the author, Aug. 1988.  “In 1732 a number of Presbyterian families settled near Deerfield [also called Deerfield Street], 

coming by way of New England and Long Island, via Fairfield”; in 1737 the first church was erected, and it was 

replaced by a native stone building (still in use today) in 1771 [“Deerfield Presbyterian Cemetery,” Genealogical 

Magazine of New Jersey 47 (1972): 34. 
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27 August 1807, aged 75 years; buried Deerfield Presbyterian Cemetery.[125] After her husband’s 

death, Hannah was named on Hopewell Township tax lists for the years 1778, 1779, and 1781.[126]  

 Loper witnessed the will of Joseph Goulden of Deerfield Township, 9 September 1765;[127 

he witnessed will of his father-in-law William Russel of Deerfield, Cumberland County, 28 March 

1772;[128] rated for 95 acres with 12 head of cattle or horses [6 head in 1774] in Hopewell Township 

1773-74; Elias, Arthur, and James Loper also were listed in this township;[129] rated for 67 acres 

and 4 head of cattle in 1773, for 40 acres in 1774, Hopewell Township, Cumberland County, New 

Jersey;[130] buried 20 August 1775 Deerfield Presbyterian Cemetery,[131] next to Aula Loper [small 

stone, as for a child]; tax lists September 1773, 1774 Hopewell Twp. [listed as James Jr.]. 

 

 Children of James, Jr., and Hannah (Russell) LOPER; presumably some were born in the 

1750s.[132] 

 

 i. REBECCA LOPER, m. ? MOORE; m. of Ezekiel Moore (b. 1789; bur. 14 June 1867;[133] he and his wife 

Mary—aged respectively 71 and 68—were living in Bridgeton, Cohansey Twp., Cumberland Co., in 

1860.[134] 

 ii. RUTH LOPER. 

 iv. AULA LOPER, probably died in infancy; bur. in Deerfield Presbyterian Cem. Her small stone has only her 

name on it—it is next to the tombstone of her father.[135] 

11 v. JAMES LOPER, JR., b. 1760-70; m. RUTH WAITHMAN. 

 vi. ABIGAIL LOPER, b. ca. 1766; m. JONATHAN AYARS (b. 12 Jan. 1762); m. of Simeon (b. 18 Nov. 1786), 

Hosea, Lademia, Margaret, Ezekiel J. (b. 7 Sept. 1795, Shiloh, NJ), Jonathan  (b. 20 Dec. 1797), and George 

Ayars.[136] 

 vii. LODEME/LODEMA LOPER, b. 1767/8; d. 17 Aug. 1785, aged 17 years; bur. Deerfield Presbyterian Cem.[137] 

12 viii. OLIVER “OLLY” LOPER, b. 1774/5, Hopewell Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ; m. his cousin RUHAMA (LOPER) 

FITHIAN. 

 

9. ARTHUR LOPER, son of James Loper, Sr., and ______; born before 1755, probably 

in the 1730s; died before 9 January 1809, presumably in 1808, Cumberland County, New Jersey. 

He married (maybe ELIZABETH) _______ (she was apparently still alive in 1810; born before 

1755); fl. 1774, Deerfield Township, rated for taxes on 100 acres and 4 head of cattle or horses 

(Abram Loper was on the same Deerfield list, as were David, Daniel, John, William, Robert, and 

 
125 Hannah Loper tombstone, Deerfield Presbyterian Churchyard, Deerfield, Cumberland Co., NJ; transcribed by 

the author, Aug. 1988.  
126 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822, New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases. 
127 Maybe from New Jersey Archives, Volume 5 (1771-1780)  BUT NO PAGE NO. 
128 Maybe from New Jersey Archives, Volume 5 (1771-1780)  BUT NO PAGE NO. 
129 Stryker-Rodda, “New Jersey Rateables, 1773-1774,” Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey 38 (1963): 131-

33. 
130 Stryker-Rodda, 131. 
131 Deerfield Presbyterian Church, p. 20. 
132 Andrea Batcho, “www.andreabatcho.com,” 2009, in Rootsweb’s WorldConnect Project. 
133 Craig, Cumberland Co. Genealogical Data, p. 113.  
134 Cs. 1860: Bridgeton, Cohansey Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ, p. 99 hw, 831-831: Ezecal Moore. 
135 Aula Loper tombstone, Deerfield Presbyterian Churchyard, Deerfield, Cumberland Co., NJ; transcribed by the 

author, Aug. 1988.  
136 Andrea Batcho website in RootsWeb’s WorldConnect Project. 
137 Lodeme Loper tombstone, Deerfield Presbyterian Churchyard, Deerfield, Cumberland Co., NJ; transcribed by 

the author, Aug. 1988.  

http://www.andreabatcho.com,/
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Ranier Dare); Arthur was rated on 4 cows in Hopewell Township, where Elias, James, and James 

Loper, Jr., were listed.[138] fl. 1800, Cumberland Co., neighboring Andrew High. 

 9 January 1809: Lot Loper, Beriah Loper, James Loper, and Walter Robinson, all of 

Cumberland County, New Jersey, bound for $400: Lot and Beriah Loper, administrators of estate 

of Arthur Loper; accounts with Azel Pierson, among others;[139] 16 October 1809: Lot Loper and 

Beriah Loper, administrators of Arthur Loper, late of township of Deerfield, sold 16 7/8 acres that 

Arthur had owned in the township of Deerfield to Doctor Azel Pierson of Bridgetown for $90.53 

[bounds: heirs of Eden Merseilles, deceased, Beriah Loper, Elizabeth Loper, Oliver Loper, in right 

of his wife Ruhma; witnesses: Ebenezer Seeley, John Pierson].[140]  

 Arthur appeared on tax lists for Hopewell Township on 1773, 1774, 1778, and 1779, for 

Deerfield Township on 1774; on the Cumberland County census of 1800, Arthur was an old man 

listed with a woman who was presumably his wife. After 1800, Arthur was not named on any tax 

list (although several are extant) until June 1807 in Deerfield Township.[141] In 1807 and 1810 

Elizabeth Loper, possibly Arthur’s widow (or his unmarried daughter, but that would have been 

anomalous at the time), appeared on tax lists for both Hopewell and Deerfield Townships; she was 

listed in 1812 for Hopewell only, and on no extant tax lists subsequently.[142]  

 A Cumberland County deed dated 4 February 1848 establishes beyond a doubt that Evan 

Loper was a son of Arthur Loper—since Evan was the father of Beriah Loper, Jr., it is reasonable 

to assume that Beriah Loper, Sr., was also a son of Arthur’s; Lott and Beriah were associated as 

administrators of Arthur’s estate; and Phobe (Loper) High’s woodlands tract appears to have been 

part of the 7-lot division of Arthur’s land to his heirs.  Evan Loper came into possession of 3/7 of 

the land he received as his father’s heir at law. In other words, the estate was divided into sevenths 

because Arthur left seven co-heirs. Since New Jersey did not enact a double portion (which would 

have entitled the eldest son in a set of siblings to twice as much land as the other heirs), Evan 

inherited his own 1/7 of his father’s real estate and then purchased two more sevenths from his 

siblings.  Ezekiel Loper may also have been a child of Arthur since Ezekiel had financial dealings 

with Andrew High (husband of Phoebe Loper; in addition, Phebe’s son Joseph High named a son 

Ezekiel L. High).[143] Another Arthur Loper, whose estate was settled in 1822, may also have been 

a child of the earlier Arthur. 

 
Cs. 1800: Cumberland County, New Jersey, p. 22 (same page as Andrew High; next to J. Loper) [index only]; 

Arthur Loper—1 free white male 45 & up; 1 free white female 45 & up.  Next to Arthur on this census is J--- Loher, 

perhaps a misreading of another Loper—2 free white males under 10, 1 fwm 26-45; 2 free white females under 10, 1 

fwf 26-45.[144]  

 

 
138 Stryker-Rodda, “New Jersey Rateables, 1773-1774,” Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey 38 (1963): 58-59, 

131-32. 
139 Cumberland Co. Probate File # 53, Surrogate Office, Bridgeton, New Jersey. 
140 Cumberland Co. Deed Book 15: 73–75, County Clerk’s Office, Cumberland Co. Courthouse, Bridgeton, New 

Jersey.  According Lee Smeal’s Index to NJ Wills, 1689-1890, an inventory for Arthur Loper’s estate was taken in 

1809 [NJ 01473]. 
141 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822 in New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases. 
142 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822 in New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases. 
143 More speculations related to naming:  Phebe (Loper) High had a son named Lot High; Lot, Evan, and Ezekiel 

Loper all had daughters named Phoebe. Evan, Jr., is apparently not the son of Evan, Sr., but probably of Beriah, Sr.  

Beriah, Jr., was a son of Evan, Sr. 
144 New Jersey: 1800 Cumberland County Census Index, compiled by Ronald Vern Jackson (1977), 8 [p. 22 in 

census].  
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 Children of Arthur and (maybe) Elizabeth (______) LOPER; Arthur was apparently the 

father of seven children, since his real estate was divided into seven portions for his heirs.  

 
13 i. BERIAH LOPER, listed in accounts of estate of Andrew High, 15 Nov. 1800; (the other Beriah Loper was too 

young). With Lot Loper, he was administrator of the estate of Arthur Loper in 1809; 1793: June Tax List, 

(Lower) Deerfield Township; 1802, 1803: Hopewell Township; 1807, 1810, and 1815 in Deerfield 

Township; Beriah, Jr., was listed in Hopewell Township in 1810 and he may be the Beriah listed there in 

1812.[145] 6 October 1809: he and Lot Loper, as administrators of the estate of Arthur Loper, late of Deerfield 

Township, sold land to Dr. Azel Pierson of Bridgeton, New Jersey [witnesses: Ebenezer Seeley, John 

Pierson]; Beriah signed the deed with his mark (X).[146]  May very well be father of Evan Loper, Jr. 

14 ii. EVAN LOPER, maybe b. 1765; m. PHOEBE PERRY [or PHEBE FITHIAN?] 

15 iii. LOT/LOTT LOPER, b. ca. 1770 or earlier; m. ANN/HANNAH GARRISON. 

16 iv. PHEBE LOPER, b. 7 Apr. 1771;  m. ANDREW HIGH. 

17 v. maybe EZEKIEL LOPER, b. ca. 1773; m. (1) RACHEL GOSLING; m. (2) RACHEL (______) ROBINSON. 

 vi. maybe ARTHUR LOPER. 

 

Application for sale of real estate, ca. 1809: 

Application for sale of real estate of Arthur Loper, deceased; personal estate was insufficient to pay his just debts, 

but he owned land in Cumberland Co. that could be sold. The application was granted.[147] 

Limitation of Creditors, September Term 1821: estate of Arthur Loper, deceased.[148] 

 
Cumberland County, New Jersey, Record of Deeds, Vol. P 15, pp. 73-75 [transcribed literally by the author from the 

original book in the county courthouse]: 

This Indenture made the sixteenth day of October in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred & nine   Between Lot 

Loper and Beriah Loper Administrators of all and Singular the goods chattels Rights and Credits of Arthur Loper 

late of the Township of Deerfield in the County of Cumberland and State of New Jersey deceased of the one part and 

Doctor Azel Pierson of Bridge Town in the Township of Deerfield aforesaid of the other part   Whereas the said 

Arthur Loper being in his life time seized in fee of in and to a Tract of Land situate in the Township of Deerfield 

aforesaid and being so thereof seized died intestate and the said Lot Loper & Beriah Loper Administered upon the 

Personal estate of the said Arthur Loper as by the letters of administration will more fully appear.  Whereas also it 

appeared to the Judge of the orphans Court that the personal estate was Insufficient to Satisfy the debts of the said 

Arthur Loper deceased therefore the following order was made by the said Court in the words Viz. Special Term – 

May 10th 1809 Lot Loper and Beriah Loper Administrators of Arthur Loper deceased having filed a true Inventory 

on oath and exhibited to this Court an account of the debts and Credits of the estate of the said deceased on like oath 

by which it appears that the personal Estate of the said deceased is insufficient to satisfy the Just debts & expences 

and having therefore prayed a decree to sell so much of the Real Estate of the said deceased for the purpose aforesaid   

It is decreed by the Court that the said Administrators do sell so much of the real Estate as shall be sufficient to satisfy 

and discharge the debts and expences aforesaid Reference to the record of the said Court being had will more fully 

appear And Whereas also the said Lot Loper and Beriah Loper administrators as aforesaid by virtue of the said order 

having duly advertized the said Tract of Land for Sale on the twenty seventh day of September in the year of our Lord 

eighteen hundred and nine and the above named Azel Pierson bidding the Sum of ninety Dollars and fifty three cents 

for sixteen acres and Seven-eighths of an acre at the South end of the said Tract of Land the same was cried off to him 

he being the highest bidder   Now this Indenture Witnesseth that the said Lot Loper & Beriah Loper administrators 

as aforesaid for and in Consideration of the aforesaid Sum of ninety Dollars and fifty three cents lawful money of the 

united States to them in hand paid By the said Azel Pierson the receip [sic] whereof  the said Lot Loper and Beriah 

Loper doth hereby acknowledge and thereof doth acquit and discharge the said Azel Pierson his heirs Executors 

 
145 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822, in New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases.  
146 Cumberland Co. Deed Book P 15: 73. 
147 Cumberland Co. Orphans’s Court Minutes, Book B: 368-69 (application), 372 (request granted and ordered).  

I did not find the date for these transactions in the original document; I was in such a rush that I couldn’t search 

carefully enough.  
148 Cumberland Co. Orphan’s Court Minutes, Book B: 702.  
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administrators and Assigns forever by these Presents had granted Bargained sold aliened enfeoffed Conveyed & 

Confirmed and by these presents doth grant Bargain Sell alien enfeoff Convey and Confirm unto the said Azel Pierson 

and to his heirs and Assigns the aforesaid sixteen acres and Seven eighths of an acre of Land which is Bounded as 

followeth  Beginning at a white oak stump /the tree being formerly marked with twelve notches and the letters IA/ 

being a corner of Land belonging to the heirs [of] Eden Merseilles decd thence Running from the said Stump & 

Bouning [so in original—written in margin] on the said Land north three degrees & forty minutes west Sixty perches 

Crossing the road obliquely which leads from Bridgetown to Deerfield to a Stone for a Corner thence by Land of the 

aforesaid Beriah Loper north eighty seven degrees & ten minutes East forty five Perches to a stone set in the line [of] 

Elizabeth Loper’s Land thence by the same and part by Land of Oliver Loper in right of his wife Ruhma South 

three degrees & forty minutes east Sixty perches to a Stone for a Corner set in the line of Land of the heirs of the 

aforesaid Eden Merseilles decd thence by the same South eighty seven degrees and ten minutes west forty five perches 

to the Beginning Containing  the aforesaid sixteen acres and seven Eighths of an Acre of Land. Together with all and 

Singular the Trees woods ways waters Rights members liberties privileges hereditaments and appurtenances 

whatsoever to the said piece of Land and Premises Belonging or in any wise appertaining & the reversions and 

Remainders rents issues and Profits thereof.  To have and to hold all and Singular the said sixteen acres and seven 

eighths of an acre of Land hereditaments and premises hereby granted or Intended to be hereby granted with the 

appurtenances unto the said Azel Pierson his heirs & assigns To & for the only proper use Benefit and behoof of him 

the said Azel Pierson his heirs & Assigns forever to be vested in as good and Perfect an estate in the said Land as the 

said Arthur Loper was seized or entitled to at or before his decease and as fully to all Intents and purposes as if the 

said Arthur Loper had Sold to the said Azel Pierson his heirs & assigns the said piece of Land and Premises & had 

Signed Sealed and Delivered a good Deed for the same and had received the full Consideration Money himself.  In 

Witness whereof the said Lot Loper and Beriah Loper administrators as aforesaid have hereunto set their hands and 

Seals the day & Year first above written —  

Sealed & Delivered in the presence of 

Ebenezer Seeley      Lot Loper 

John Peirson      Beriah (his x mark) Loper  

 

25 Dec. 1805: John Wood, Esqr., of Stoe Creek Township, Cumberland Co., NJ, and Lucy, his wife, to Ephraim Terrel 

and James Loper, both of Hopewell Twp., Cumberland Co., for $346.67, one acre of cedar swamp situate in Deerfield 

Twp., lying in the swamp called Lebanon. History [a part of a piece of land or swamp of which sd. John Wood Esqr. 

became seized & possessed by a deed of conveyance from Seeley Dare—who inherited it by his father John Dare’s 

last will and testament. Bounds [corner post standing in the line of a piece of swamp belonging to William Dare, 

brother to sd. Seeley, etc.]. Witnesses: James W.C. Long, George Burgin; signed John Wood. Recorded 22 Apr. 1805. 

 

Cumberland Co., NJ, Record of Deeds, Vol. LL 36: 263-64 [abstracted by the author from the original book in county 

courthouse]: 

19 March 1818: Jonathan Fithian of Deerfield Twp. and Mary his wife to James Loper of the same place, for $15, a 

piece  of land in Deerfield Twp., 30 ½ acres [bounds: Moses Tullis’ lands, lands of William Garrison, esq., corner of 

John Woodruff’s lands, corner of Jonathan Fithian’s lands, line of Hosea Moore’s lands]. No witnesses [“so in 

original,” wrote the clerk]. 

 

Cumberland Co., NJ, Record of Deeds, Vol. AK 59, pp. 30-31 [abstracted by the author from original book in county 

courthouse]: 

28 March 1834: James Loper of Deerfield Twp. [possibly the James who was born in 1791] to Abraham Loper of 

the same, for $25, 30 ½ acres the equal undivided half part of a tract of land located in Deerfield Twp. Bounds [corner 

of James Garton & Moses Tullys land; land of late William Garrison Esqr.; corner of late John Woodruff’s land; late 

Jonathan Fithian’s land; line of Hosea Moore’s land]. History [same land sd. James Loper bought of Jonathan Fithian 

and wife by deed dated 19 Mar. 1818]. Witness: Enos Seeley; signed James (his X mark) Loper. Recd. 28 Mar. 1834 

to be recorded. 

 

10. URIAH LOPER, son of James Loper, Sr., and ______; married (1) ELIZABETH  

(probably GARRISON) (she was buried 17 April 1772, Deerfield Presbyterian Churchyard, 
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Cumberland County, New Jersey]);[149] married (2) ALETHEA GILMAN on 13 September 1774 

in Deerfield Presbyterian Church, Cumberland County;[150] Uriah was administrator of the estate 

of Ephraim Gilman of Hopewell Township, Cumberland County, 20 October 1774.[151] Uriah was 

named on the tax lists of Hopewell Township for the years 1773, 1774, 1778, 1779, and 1781; in 

1802 he was assessed in Hopewell Township as well, and listed there again in 1803.[152] His estate 

was inventoried in Cumberland County in 1807, and in June of that year the real estate of Uriah 

Loper, deceased, was divided among his three children, each of whom was assigned parcels of 

land; the division was signed by Ebenezer Davis, Azariah More, and Enoch Burgen.[153]  

 
Cs. 1800: Cumberland Co., New Jersey, p. 27 [index only]; Uriah Loper—1 free white male under 10, 1 fwm 26-45; 1 free 

white female under 10, 1 fwf 10-16, 1 fwf 26-45.[154] 

 

10 April 1810: Estate of Uriah Loper divided among heirs—Noah Loper, Ruhma Loper & Zaccheus Loper.  

Assigned to Ruhma Loper, lots in Hopewell Township and also in Deerfield, the latter bounded by Arthur Loper’s 

land.    

Assigned to Zaccheus Loper, lots in Hopewell Township, plus one in town of Deerfield, bounded by Arthur Loper’s 

land 

Signed by Ebenezer Davis, Azariah Moore, Enoch Burgess.[155] 

 

 Children of Uriah and Elizabeth (______) LOPER: 

 
 i. NOAH LOPER, d. before 1848; in June 1807 he was allotted land in Hopewell Twp. as his share of the est. of 

Uriah Loper [bounds: Joseph Pierson’s at county line; John Golden, decd., Isaac Titsworth, Oliver Loper, 

Arthur Loper, Bradway Davis, Jr. & others];[156] tax list for Lower Stowe Creek Township in 1793; fl. 

Deerfield Twp., Cumberland Co. 1810 & 1815.[157] Cs. 1800: Cumberland Co., NJ, p. 5 [index only]; Noah 

Loper—1 free white male under 10, 1 fwm 10-16, 1 fwm 26-45; 5 free white females under 10, 1 fwf 10-16, 

1 fwf 26-45.  

 ii. RUHAMA LOPER [also given as Ruhana, and clearly Ruthana on the 1850 cs., but her tombstone—just as 

clearly—says Ruhama], b. 1768/9,  NJ; d. 7 Dec. 1856, aged 87 years; bur. Deerfield Presb. Cem.[158] m. (1) 

JOHN FITHIAN (b. 1762, NJ; son of Dr. John Fithian); m. of Mary (b. 31 Oct. 1793) & Lovica Fithian (b. 5 

Apr. 1797); m. (2) in Cumberland Co., 2 Oct. 1802, OLIVER LOPER;[159] m. of Matilda, Richard & Lydia 

Loper. In June 1807 she recd. lots in Hopewell & Deerfield Twps. as her share of the est. of Uriah Loper;[160] 

 
149  Plankenhorn, Deerfield Presbyterian Church Minutes, 18. Uriah’s first wife might have been Elizabeth 

Garrison, daughter of another Elizabeth Garrison of Pittsgrove Twp., Salem Co., NJ, who mentioned her 

granddaughter, Ruhanna Loper, in a will dated 18 Dec. 1778 and proved 18 June 1780 [Craig, Salem Co. Gen. Data, 

1:. 88]. 
150 Deerfield Church Recs. LOOK FOR Early Records of Cumberland Co., 31.   NOT IN PLANKENHORN. 
151 Maybe from New Jersey Archives, Volume 5 (1771-1780)  BUT NO PAGE NO. 
152 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822 in New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases. 
153 Cumberland Co. Orphan’s Court Minute Book B: 266–68. 
154 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822 in New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases. New 

Jersey: 1800 Cumberland County Census Index, compiled by Ronald Vern Jackson (1977), 11.  
155 Cumberland Co. Orphan’s Court Minute Book B: 419.  
156 Cumberland County Orphan’s Court Minute Book B, pp. 266–68. 
157 NOAH LOPER: Cs. 1800: Cumberland Co., NJ; Noah Loper—1 free white male under 10, 1 fwm 10-16, 1 

fwm 26-45; 5 free white females under 10, 1 fwf 10-16, 1 fwf 26-45; tax lists 1810 & 1815 Deerfield Twp. New Jersey 

Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822 in New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases. 
158 RUHAMA LOPER: Cs. 1850: Hopewell Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ 104; Ruhama Loper tombstone, Deerfield 

Presbyterian Churchyard, Deerfield, Cumberland Co., NJ; transcribed by the author, Aug. 1988.  
159 H. Stanley Craig, compiler, Cumberland Co. Marriages, 57. 
160 Cumberland Co. Orphan’s Court Minute Book B: 266–68. 
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her Deerfield land bounded Arthur Loper’s [Oliver Loper in right of his wife Ruhma Loper], 16 Oct. 

1809;[161]  

 iii. ZACCHEUS LOPER, in June 1807 he recd. an allotment of land as his share of est. of Uriah Loper; his lot in 

town of Deerfield included a boundary with Arthur Loper’s land.[162]  

 

11. JAMES LOPER, JR., son of James Loper, Sr., and Hannah Russell; born 1760-70; 

died Fairfield, Franklin Country, Indiana, after 1830; married RUTH WAITHMAN; f. of James 

(b. 15 Oct. 1791), Hannah, John (b. 4 December 1805, Cumberland County),[163] and Napoleon 

Bonaparte Loper (b. 13 June 1811, Cumberland County).[164]  Presumably, this James Loper was 

the grandson named in the will of James Loper, Sr., in 1791. He appeared on the tax lists for 

Hopewell Township in 1793, 1802, 1803, 1807, 1810, and 1812; the James, Jr., listed in Hopewell 

in 1815 is probably the son born in 1791.[165]  

 
Cs. 1800: Cumberland Co., NJ, p. 8 [index only]; James Loper—2 free white males under 10, 2 fwm 10-16, 1 fwm 

26-45; 1 free white female under 10, 1 fwf 10-16, 1 fwf 26-45.   

 

Cs. 1830: Franklin Co., Indiana; James Loper—1 free white male 15-20, 1 fwm 40-50, 1 fwm 60-70 (James); 1 

free white female under 5. 

 

Cumberland County, New Jersey, Record of Deeds, Vol. KK 35, pp. 81-83 [abstracted by the author from original 

book in the county courthouse]: 

11 Aug. 1790: James Loper, Junr., of Hopewell Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ, yeoman, and Ruth, his wife, to Oliver 

Loper, brother of the sd. James Loper for five shillings “but more for the love and affection good will & kindness he 

the said James Loper hath, and doth bare to his brother the said Oliver Loper,” 30 acres of land and swamp. History 

[Israel Penikerton of City of Philadelphia was seized of demesne of 5,000 acres in Cumberland Co., called Winchcomb 

Manor; by deed of conveyance dated 1 Jan. 1771 he sold 95 acres thereof to James Loper, Junr., father of the sd. James 

and Oliver Loper, and the said James Loper died intestate, whereby the 95 acres became the right of James Loper, 

Junior, the eldest son and heir at law to his father James Loper, deceased. The 30 acres sold to Oliver Loper was part 

of aforesaid 95 acres. Bounds [stone post set in the line of James Sheppard’s land; late Jonathan Smalley’s; John 

Burgin’s line; land of Jonathan Young, late deceased; corner in Uriah Loper’s line; sd. James Loper’s other land]. 

Witnesses: Azariah Jarman, Phebe Jarmane; signed James Loper. Received to be recorded, 18 July 1818. 

 

Cumberland County, New Jersey, Record of Deeds, Vol. G 7, pp. 613-15 [abstracted by the author from original book 

in the county courthouse]: 

25 Dec. 1805: John Wood, Esqr., of Stoe Creek Township, Cumberland Co., NJ, and Lucy, his wife, to Ephraim Terrel 

and James Loper, both of Hopewell Twp., Cumberland Co., for $346.67, one acre of cedar swamp situate in Deerfield 

Twp., lying in the swamp called Lebanon. History [a part of a piece of land or swamp of which sd. John Wood Esqr. 

became seized & possessed by a deed of conveyance from Seeley Dare—who inherited it by his father John Dare’s 

last will and testament. Bounds [corner post standing in the line of a piece of swamp belonging to William Dare, 

brother to sd. Seeley, etc.]. Witnesses: James W.C. Long, George Burgin; signed John Wood. Recorded 22 Apr. 1805. 

 

Cumberland Co., NJ, Record of Deeds, Vol. LL 36: 263-64 [abstracted by the author from the original book in county 

courthouse]: 

19 March 1818: Jonathan Fithian of Deerfield Twp. and Mary his wife to James Loper of the same place, for $15, a 

piece  of land in Deerfield Twp., 30 ½ acres [bounds: Moses Tullis’ lands, lands of William Garrison, esq., corner of 

 
161 Cumberland Co. Deed Bk. P, 73. 
162 Cumberland Co. Orphan’s Court Minute Book B: 266–68. 
163 Record of Martha Reeves, midwife for Cumberland Co., Vineland, N.J. Genealogical Magazine, Vol. 25.  
164 Record of Martha Reeves, midwife for Cumberland Co., Vineland, N.J. Genealogical Magazine, Vol. 25.  
165 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822, in New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases. 
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John Woodruff’s lands, corner of Jonathan Fithian’s lands, line of Hosea Moore’s lands]. No witnesses [“so in 

original,” wrote the clerk]. 

 

Cumberland Co., NJ, Record of Deeds, Vol. AK 59, pp. 30-31 [abstracted by the author from original book in county 

courthouse]: 

28 March 1834: James Loper of Deerfield Twp. [possibly the James who was born in 1791] to Abraham Loper of the 

same, for $25, 30 ½ acres the equal undivided half part of a tract of land located in Deerfield Twp. Bounds [corner of 

James Garton & Moses Tullys land; land of late William Garrison Esqr.; corner of late John Woodruff’s land; late 

Jonathan Fithian’s land; line of Hosea Moore’s land]. History [same land sd. James Loper bought of Jonathan Fithian 

and wife by deed dated 19 Mar. 1818]. Witness: Enos Seeley; signed James (his X mark) Loper. Recd. 28 Mar. 1834 

to be recorded. 

 

12.  OLIVER “OLLY” LOPER, son of James Loper, Jr., and Hannah Russell; born 1774/5, 

Hopewell Township, Cumberland County, New Jersey; died 15 October 1854, aged 79 years; buried 

Deerfield Presbyterian Cemetery.[ 166 ] He married in Cumberland County, 2 October 1802, 

RUHAMA (LOPER) FITHIAN,[167] (born 1768/9, New Jersey; died 7 December 1856, aged 87 

years; buried Deerfield Presbyterian Cemetery);[168] father of Matilda (born 1802/3 or 1801/2, New 

Jersey; died unmarried 8 [or 3] October 1866, aged 64 years; buried Deerfield Presbyterian 

Cemetery),[169] Richard (born 26 or 15 October 1805, Cumberland Co.)[170] & Lydia J. Loper (born 

17 April 1809, Cumberland Co.);[171] Mary Reeves (born 1836/7, New Jersey) was living in his 

household in 1850. 

 tax lists of 1802, 1803, 1807, 1810 & 1812 for Hopewell Twp.; tax list of 1815 Deerfield Twp.;[172]  

 
Cs. 1800: Cumberland County, New Jersey, p. 10 (next to Rob Dare &  near Benoni Dare) [index only]; Oliver Loper—1 free 

white 10-16, 1 fwm 16-26 (Oliver); 1 free white female 45 & up (his mother?).[173] 

 
Cs. 1850: Hopewell Township, Cumberland County, New Jersey, p. 252 printed. 

104-109 

Oliver Loper   75 Farmer  750  NJ 

 Ruthana  81     NJ 

 Matilda  47     NJ 

Mary Reeves    13     NJ 

 

13. BERIAH LOPER, listed in accounts of estate of Andrew High, 15 November 1800; 

(the other Beriah Loper was too young). With Lot Loper, he was administrator of the estate of 

Arthur Loper in 1809; 1793: June Tax List, (Lower) Deerfield Township; 1802, 1803: Hopewell 

Township; 1807, 1810, and 1815 in Deerfield Township; Beriah, Jr., was listed in Hopewell 

Township in 1810 and he may be the Beriah listed there in 1812.[174] Beriah Loper 6 October 1809: 

 
166  Oliver Loper tombstone, Deerfield Presbyterian Churchyard, Deerfield, Cumberland Co., New Jersey; 

transcribed by the author, Aug. 1988.  
167 H. Stanley Craig, compiler, Cumberland Co. Marriages, 57. 
168 Ruhama Loper tombstone, Deerfield Presbyterian Churchyard, Deerfield, Cumberland Co., NJ; transcribed by 

the author, Aug. 1988.  
169 Matilda Loper tombstone, Deerfield Presbyterian Churchyard, Deerfield, Cumberland Co., NJ; transcribed by 

the author, Aug. 1988.  
170 Record of Martha Reeves, midwife for Cumberland Co., Vineland, N.J. Genealogical Magazine, Vol. 25.  
171 Record of Martha Reeves, midwife for Cumberland Co., Vineland, N.J. Genealogical Magazine, Vol. 25.  
172 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822 in New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases. 
173 New Jersey: 1800 Cumberland County Census Index, compiled by Ronald Vern Jackson (1977), 4 [p. 10 in 

census].  
174 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822, in New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases.  
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he and Lot Loper, as administrators of the estate of Arthur Loper, late of Deerfield Townsip, sold 

land to Dr. Azel Pierson of Bridgeton, New Jersey [witnesses: Ebenezer Seeley, John Pierson].[175]  

May very well be father of Evan Loper, Jr. 

 
i. EVAN LOPER, JR., b. bet. 1780-90; Cses. 1830 & 1840: Stow Creek Township, Cumberland Co., NJ.  ARE 

YOU SURE HE IS EVAN’s child???   CHECK.  The other four are all mentioned in the deeds, but NOT EVAN JR.  

Evan, Jr., was on the Deerfield Township tax lists for 1810 and 1815.[176] 

Evan Loper, Jr. 

 

Cs. 1830: Stow Creek Township, Cumberland Co., New Jersey, image 11 of 12; Evan Loper—1 free male 10-15, 1 fwm 20-

30, 1 fwm 40-50; 1 free white female 20-30, 1 fwf 60-70. 

 

Cs. 1840: Stow Creek Township, Cumberland Co., New Jersey, image 5 of 12; Evan Loper—1 free white male 15-20, 1 fwm 

50-60; 1 free white female 70-80. 

 

Cumberland County, New Jersey, Record of Deeds, Vol. GG 32, pp. 45-46. 

17 Apr. 1817: Evan Loper, Jr., of Hopewell Twp., Cumberland Co., to Lewis Collins and Daniel Woodruff of 

Deerfield Twp., for $25, 10 acres, a tract of land in Deerfield Twp. Bounds [a stone set on the west side of the road 

leading from Bridgetown to Deerfield Street; line of hrs. of Eden Mersellis, decd.]; Witness: Elias P. Seeley; signed 

Evan Loper, Jr.  Received to be recorded 17 Apr. 1817.  HE MAY VERY WELL BE A SON OF BERIAH, since he 

seems to be selling a tract from the Arthur Loper estate.  

 

14. EVAN LOPER, son of Arthur Loper and (maybe) Elizabeth ______; said to have been 

born in 1765; dead by 8 October 1835; married PHOEBE PERRY (or FITHIAN?).  Was she the 

Pheby Loper, who received one dollar by the will of her father Ephraim Fithian of Deerfield 

Township, Cumberland County, dated 2 May 1790 and proved the same year?[177]  She may have 

been the Phebe Loper who witnessed the will  of James Loper, Sr., on 14 December 1791. 

Evan Loper first appeared on the Deerfield Township tax list in 1793, but not again until 

1815, when Evan Loper, Jr., was named there as well (Evan, Jr. had appeared in Deerfield in 1810 

also, but he was not the son of Evan, Sr. My guess is that his father was Beriah Loper, Sr.). In the 

meantime, Evan was named in Hopewell Township in 1802, 1803, 1807, l810, and 1812.[178]  

 

 Children of Evan and Phoebe (Perry) LOPER: 
 

 i. EUNICE LOPER, b. 1786/7, NJ; fl. unmarried in Cumberland Co., NJ, in 1835 and 1848; in 1850 she was 

living alone in Deerfield Township.[179] 
18 ii. BERIAH LOPER, [Jr.], b. 18 May 1789, New Jersey; m. ABIGAIL F. JARRELL. 

 iii. PHOEBE LOPER, m. GEORGE WAGNER.  By 1835 this couple was living in Indiana. She was evidently 

dead by 1848, when the land transaction begun in 1835 with her siblings continued without her. 
 iv. FITHIAN LOPER, b. 1797/8 NJ; m. ANNA ______, b. 1803/4, NJ; f. of Theophilus (b. 1834/5 NJ), Benjamin 

(b. 1836/7, NJ) & Elizabeth Loper (b. 1845/6, NJ).[180]  
 

 
175 Cumberland Co. Deed Bk. P 15, 73. 
176 Ronald Vern Jackson, editor, New Jersey Tax Lists, 1772-1822, 2080.   
177 New Jersey Post-Revolutionary Documents, Calendar of Wills—1786-1790, p. 79. What is the actual title and 

volume number?  Citing File No. 6031 F.  
178 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822 in New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases. 
179 Cs. 1850: Deerfield Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ, p. 220 printed, 9-9: Eunice Loper. 
180 Cs. 1850: Hopewell Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ, p. 7 handwritten, 184-192: Fithian Loper. 
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Cumberland County, New Jersey, Record of Deeds, Vol. BE 78, pp. 235-36 [abstracted by the author from the original 

book in the county courthouse]: 

1st deed 

8 Oct. 1835: Beriah Loper & Abigail his wife, Fithian Loper & Anna his wife, of Cumberland Co., and George 

Wagner & Phebe his wife of ______ co., Indiana, to Eunice Loper of Cumberland Co., 8 acres in Hopewell Twp. 

History [Evan Loper, late of Twp. of Deerfield, died intestate seized of tract of land situate in Hopewell Twp., 

whereby sd. tract became vested in the sd. Beriah Loper, Eunice Loper, Phebe Wagner, and Fithian Loper, being 

hrs. at law; with assistance of David Cake, Jeremiah Parvin & James Davis, they have made partition of same into 4 

equal parts “according to quantity and quality” (Note: the sibling were making quit claim deeds to one another for 

their respective shares and each was paid one dollar). Bounds [Lot No. 1 south part of said tract; stone formerly a 

corner of Mason’s 10,000 acres; west side of main branch of Cohansey Creek; corner of David Sayre’s land; in the 

line of James Davis’s land; by sd. Fithian Loper’s lot (Lot No. 2)].  Witness, James Davis; signed Beriah Loper, 

Abigail Loper, Fithin Loper, Anna (her X mark) Loper, W. Wattington, agent for G. Wagner & Phebe Wagner. 

Recd. to be recorded 17 Feb. 1848. 

 

pp. 236-37: 

2nd deed 

8 Oct. 1835: Eunice Loper, Fithian Loper & Anna his wife of Cumberland Co., George Wagner & Phebe his wife 

in ______ co., Indiana, to Beriah Loper of Deerfield Twp., Cumberland Co.  History [same as first deed]. Bounds 

[Lot No. 4; line of Samuel B. Davis’s land; corner David Sayre’s land; corner of Lot No. 3 being sd. Phebe Wagner’s 

lot; land of late Josiah Seely, dec’d; bounding on James McFerson].  Witness: James Davis; signed Eunice Loper, 

Fithian Loper, Anna (her X mark) Loper, W. Wattington, agent for G. Wagner & Phebe Wagner.  Recd. to be 

recorded 17 Feb. 1848. 

 

pp. 238-39:  

3rd deed [transcribed literally by the author from the original book in the county courthouse]: 

This Indenture made this fourth day of February in the year of our Lord one thousand and eight hundred & forty eight. 

Witnesseth that Fithian Loper and Anna his wife and Eunice Loper of the townships of Deerfield and Hopewell in 

the County of Cumberland in the State of New Jersey in consideration of Fourteen dollars to them in hand paid or 

secured to be paid by Beriah Loper of the township of Deerfield in said County of Cumberland do hereby grant 

bargain sell and convey unto the said Beriah Loper & to his heirs and assigns the equal undivided one half of three 

sevenths parts of the following described tract of land situate in said township of Deerfield and the whole tract is 

bounded as followeth, Beginning at a red oak tree standing on the north side of a small branch which juts out of 

Russel’s branch being a corner of late Bradway Davis decd land and also of late Noah Lopers lot of swamp, thence 

running by said lot of swamp and land late of Daniel Moore decd South three degrees and forty minutes East one 

hundred and seventeen perches to a corner of land late belonging to the heirs of Azel Pierson deceased, thence by the 

same South eighty seven degrees and ten minutes west forty five perches to the line of land late of the heirs of Eden 

Merseilles decd (now David Reeves) thence by the same North three degrees and forty minutes west one hundred and 

six perches to the run of Russels branch thence up the said run to the mouth of the above mentioned small branch, 

thence South seventy four degrees west seventeen perches along the North side of the small branch to the beginning 

containing in the whole tract thirty two acres of land and swamp be the same more or less, and the said Fithian Loper 

and Eunice Loper became seized of said land as heirs at law of their father Evan Loper deceased, and the said Evan 

Loper became seized of three sevenths of said tract of land as heir of law of his Father Arthur Loper decd and by 

purchase of the co heirs with himself. Together with all and singular the hereditaments and appurtenances   To have 

and to hold unto the said Beriah Loper his heirs and assigns forever, and they the said Fithian Loper & Eunice 

Loper for them selves their heirs executors and administrators do hereby covenant with the said Beriah Loper his 

heirs and assigns that they are lawfully seized of the premises in fee simple and have good right to sell & convey the 

same, that the said premises are free from all incumbrance that the said Beriah Loper his heirs and assigns shall 

quietly hold and enjoy the same, and that they will warrant and forever defend the title to the same against all lawful 

claims   In Witness whereof we have hereunto set our hand and seals the day and year first above written 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of Hosea Moore    Fithian Loper   

          Anna (her X mark) Loper  

           Eunice Loper 
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 State of New Jersey Cumberland County ss [?]: Be it known that on the fourth day of February in the year of 

our Lord one thousand and eight hundred and forty eight before me the subscriber a commissioner in and for said 

County  for taking the acknowledgement and proof of deeds personally appeared Fithian Loper and Anna his wife 

and Eunice Loper who are I am satisfied the granters mentioned in the foregoing deed of conveyance and the contents 

thereof being by me first made known to them did thereupon acknowledge that they signed sealed and delivered the 

same as their voluntary act and deed for the uses and purposes therein express and the said Anna Loper being by me 

examined privately separate and apart from her said husband she did further acknowledge that she signed sealed and 

delivered the same freely and of her own accord and that without any fear threats or compulsion of her said husband 

Received February 17  1848  to be recorded   Hosea Moore  

         Commissioner 

 

15.   LOT/LOTT LOPER, son of Arthur Loper and (maybe) Elizabeth ______; born ca. 

1770 or earlier; died September 1823, Deerfield, Cumberland County, New Jersey;[181] fl. 1800 

Cumberland County, neighboring Arthur Loper, Andrew High; he was named on the 1793 tax list 

of Bridgetown, Cumberland County;[182] he and Beriah Loper, as administrators of the estate of 

Arthur Loper, sold land to Dr. Azel Pierson of Bridgeton, 16 Oct. 1809;[183] served as Corporal in 

Capt. Benoni Dare’s Co. of Infantry, Lt. Col. Joshua L. Howell’s Regiment of New Jersey Detailed 

Militia, 26 September 1814-17 December 1814; married Salem County, New Jersey, 2 December 

1815, ANN/HANNAH GARRISON, who died 27 August 1807, Deerfield.[184] 

 
Cs. 1800: Cumberland Co., New Jersey, p. 21 (Andrew High on next page) [index only]; Lot Loper—2 free white males under 

10 (Nathan, Lot)?, 2 fwm 10-16 (Peter and another)?, 1 fwm 26-45 (Lot); 4 free white female under 10 (Hannah, Sarah, Jane, 

Phoebe), 1 fwf 26-45 (Hannah).[185] 

 

Tax list 1815 Deerfield Twp.; tax lists July-Aug. 1803, 1810, 1812 Hopewell Twp., 1815 in 

Deerfield Twp. with Lot Loper, Jr., on the same list.[186]  

 

 Children of Lot and Ann/Hannah (Garrison) LOPER:[187]   Note that I seem to have 

mixed up Lot Sr and Jr. both of whom married Garrisons, the death date above is for 

Hannah, the marriage date is for Ann “Nancy,” who married Lot Jr.    

 
 i. HANNAH LOPER. 

 ii. PETER LOPER 

 iii. SARAH LOPER 

 iv. NATHAN LOPER,  b. 17 July 1798 (also see census entry in 1850 Cohansey twp.; Batcho has 1778); d. 22 

June 1863;[188]  bur. Broad St. Presbyterian Cem., Bridgeton, NJ; m. DEBORAH SALLEY (BOWEN) CARMAN,  

b. 1 Oct. 1792; d. 17 Dec. 1861.[189] 

 v. JANE LOPER, b. 1790; d. 7 Dec. 1871, Bridgeton, NJ; m. WALTER NICHOLS. 

 
181 Plankenhorn, Deerfield Presbyterian Church Minutes, 78, 81. 
182 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822, New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases. 
183 Cumberland Co. Deed Book P 15: 73, County Clerk’s Office, Cumberland County Courthouse. 
184 Plankenhorn, Deerfield Presbyterian Church Minutes, 79.  
185 New Jersey: 1800 Cumberland County Census Index, compiled by Ronald Vern Jackson (1977), 8 [p. 21 in 

census].  
186 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822, New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases. 
187 Andrea Batcho, www.andreabatcho.com (2009) in RootWeb’s WorldConnect Project. 
188 Craig, Cumberland Co. Genealogical Data, 99. 
189 Craig, Cumberland Co. Genealogical Data, 99. 

http://www.andreabatcho.com/
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 vi. LOT/LOTT LOPER (b. March 1791, NJ; according to Craig, Lot was b. 1790 and d. 3 May 1866, aged 76),[190] 

bur. Broad St. Presbyterian Cem.;[191] said to be son of Lot and Hannah; m. ANN “NANCY” GARRISON (b. 

1792; d. 7 Aug. 1849);[192] Lott was a widower in 1850, living with his son Lott (b. 1824/5 NJ; m. 14 Oct. 

1848, Cumberland Co., Caroline Harris [b. 1826/7 NJ]; f. of Margaret [b. 1848/9 NJ] & Martha Loper [b. 

1848/9 NJ]) & his dau. Ann E. Loper (b. 1833/4 NJ); Cs. 1830: Deerfield Twp.; Lot Loper—1 free white 

male under 5, 1 fwm 10-15, 1 fwm 30-40; 1 free white female under 10, 2 fwf 10-15, 1 fwf 15-20, 1 fwf 40-

50; Cs. 1840: Deerfield Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ, p. 144 [near Lott Carll] [1 free white male 10-15, 1 fwm 

40-50, 1 free white female 5-10, 1 fwf 15-20, 1 fwf 30-40]; Cs. 1850: Bridgeton Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ 

184.   adm. account of his est. 1865 Cumberland Co. 

 vii. JOHN LOPER, b. 1792, NJ   CS ENTRY 1850; d. 10 Jan. 1862; bur. Bridgeton Baptist Cem. 

 viii. ELIJAH LOPER, b. 14 Apr. 1799, NJ  See cs. entry 1850.; d. 22 June 1859. 

 ix. WILLIAM S. LOPER, b. 1802; d. 15 Jan. 1882; bur. Broad St. Presbyterian Cem., Bridgeton. 

 xi. Another son of Lott: GEORGE—b. 14 Sept. 1807, Cumberland Co.; birth recorded in his midwife’s record 

book.
[193]

 Probably died young. 

 x. PHOEBE LOPER, b. ca. 1808; d. Apr. 1845; bur. Broad St. Presbyterian Cem.; m. WILLIAM TASH. 

 

18. PHOEBE/PHEBE LOPER, daughter of Arthur Loper and (maybe) Elizabeth ______; 

born 7 April 1771, Upper Alloways Township, Salem County, New Jersey; died 31 May 1831;[194] 

married ANDREW HIGH; mother of Amy, Lott, Joseph, Silas, and Susannah High; fl. 1789, 

Upper Alloways Township, Salem County, New Jersey; 31 October 1812: she and her husband 

sold land to Lot High in Alloways Township, Salem County;[195] 26 October 1854: her four 

surviving children sold a lot or piece of woodlands and old fields in township of Deerfield, 

Cumberland County, New Jersey, which they had inherited from “their mother”; her maiden name 

is given in this document; she is called “Phebe High late Loper, decsd.” (bounds: Bariah Loper, 

David Reeves, Samuel L. Fithian).[196]  
 

Deed, 26 October 1854: 

This Indenture made this Twenty Sixth day of October in the year of our lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty 

four  Witnesses that Lott High of Upper Alloways Creek  Salem County  Joseph High of the county of Wells  state 

of Indiana  Silas High of Sweedsborough  Gloucester County New Jersey and Susannah Ayares of Pitsgrove 

Township in the county of Salem in the state of New Jersey  in consideration of one hundred Dollars to them in hand 

paid or secured to be paid by William Newkirk of Bridgeton in the county of Cumberland in the State of New Jersey 

do hereby grant bargain sell and convey unto the said William Newkirk and to his heirs and assigns all the following 

described lot or piece of woodland and old fields situate in the Township of Deerfield in the County of Cumberland 

aforesaid and is bounded as followeth   Begining at a stone under the corner of Bariah Lopers fence and is the south 

east corner of his farm whereon he now Lives thence boundary on said Lopers field and woodland South Eighty Eight 

degrees and forty five minutes west forty five rods and three links to a corner in the line of David Reeves land near 

the east side of the Turnpike road thence along said Reeves line South one degree East fifteen rods and nineteen links 

to a stone for a corner then bounding on another share of land of the same Division north Eighty Eight degrees and 

forty five minutes East forty five rods and three links to a stone for a corner then bounding on Samuel L. Fithians land 

north one degree west fifteen rods and nineteen links—Containing four Akers and forty three hundreths of an aker of 

land be the sum more or less which lots of land as above described the said Grantors inherited of there Mother Phebe 

High late Loper Decest—Together with all and singular the hereditements and appertenances to have and to hold 

 
190 Craig, Cumberland Co. Genealogical Data, 99., 
191 Lot Loper tombstone, Broad Street Presbyterian Cemetery, Bridgeton, Hopewell Township, New Jersey; my 

own transcription, June 1988.  
192 Nancy Loper tombstone, Broad Street Presbyterian Cemetery, Bridgeton; my own transcription, June 1988.  
193 Record of Martha Reeves, midwife for Cumberland Co., Vineland, N.J. Genealogical Magazine, Vol. 25.  
194 Exact dates in Cope, Sharpless Genealogy (1887), p. 542.  
195 Salem Co. Deed Book X: 11-12, County Clerk’s Office, Salem County Courthouse. 
196 Cumberland Co. Deed Book BN 86: 384-85, County Clerk’s Office, Cumberland Co. Courthouse. 

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/ALL%20CURRENT%20GENEALOGY/HIGH%20ANCESTORS%20AND%20DESCENDANTS.docx%23HighAndrewEntry
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unto the said William Newkirk his heirs and assigns forever and they the said Lot High  Joseph High  Silas High 

and Susan Ayares for them selves their heirs Executors and Administrators do hereby covenant with the said William 

Newkirk his heirs and assigns that they now are lawfully seized of the premises in fee simple and have good right to 

sell and convey the same that the said premises are free from all incumbrance that the said William Newkirk his heirs 

and assigns shall quietly hold and enjoy the same and that they will warrant and forever defend the [word missing] to 

the same against all  lawful claims – In Witness Whereof we have here unto set our hands and seals the day and year 

first above written 

Sealed in the presence of Hosea Moore     Lott High 

        Joseph High 

        Silas High 

        Susannah Ayares 

 

State of New Jersey 

Cumberland County    Be it proven that on the twenty sixth day of October in the year of our lord one thousand eight 

hundred and fifty four before me the subscriber a commissioner in and for the said county for taking the Proof of 

Deeds Personally appeared Lot High  Joseph High  Silas High  and Susannah Ayares who are I am satisfied the 

grantors mentioned in the foregoing Deed of Conveyance and the contents thereof being by me first made known unto 

them and they did there upon acknolledge that they signed sealed and delivered the same as their voluntary act and 

deed for the uses and perposes therein expressed 

Recd and recorded Octr 27—1854   Hosea Moore   commissioner[197] 

 

17.  EZEKIEL LOPER, possibly son of Arthur Loper and (maybe) Elizabeth ______ or of 

James Loper, Jr., and Hannah Russell; born ca. 1773; died in Salem County, New Jersey, ca. 1814, 

when his inventory was taken;[ 198 ] married (1) Salem County, 22 July 1808, RACHEL 

GOSLING; married (2) Salem County, 9 July 1811, RACHEL (______) ROBINSON (mother 

of John, Smith, and James Robinson); witnessed the will of James Loper, Sr., 14 December 1791; 

listed on the June tax list of 1793 in (Upper) Deerfield Township, Cumberland Co., New Jersey;[199] 

inventory of his estate in Salem Co. in 1814.  Rachel Loper, his widow, of Lower Alloways Creek, 

wrote her will—naming her four sons—on 31 July 1824; it was proved on 10 May 1830.[200] 

LOPER, Ezekiel—listed in accounts of the estate of Andrew High, 15 November 1800. 
 
14 Nov. 1810: Ezekiel Loper of Upper Alloways Creek Twp., Salem Co., NJ, to Daniel More, Jr., of Deerfield Twp., 

Cumberland Co., NJ., for $1100, 99 acres of land in Deerfield Twp.  Bounds [beginning at a corner lot in the run of 

Russel’s Branch; corner of Ephraim Russell’s land; the main branch of Cohansey Creek; a corner of Daniel Moor Sr’s 

land; cornerstone in the line of the mill pond lot]. History [part of a larger tract Ezekiel Loper purchased from Oliver 

Russell & wife by deed dated 18 Jan. 1792 and is part of 180 acres conveyed to said Oliver Russell by his father William 

Russell, deceased, by deed dated 3 Jan. 1774]. Witnesses: Daniel Moore, Sr.; Jedidiah Davis; signed by Ezekiel Loper; 

received to be recorded on 17 Nov. 1810.[201] 

 

Will of Rachel Loper of Lower Alloways Creek, Salem Co.  dated 31 July 1824   

proved 10 May 1830. 

• To sons Ezekiel Loper and John Robinson, silverware.  Ezekiel was under the age of 21.  

• Residue of estate to sons Ezekiel Loper, John, Smith, and James Robinson, in such manner that John and 

Ezekiel shall each have $100 more than Smith and James.  

 
197 Cumberland County Deed Book BN 86: 384-85 [transcribed literally by the author from the original deed book in the 

County Clerk’s Office, Cumberland Co. Courthouse, Bridgeton, New Jersey]. 
198 Lee Smeals, Index to NJ Wills, 1689-1890 [NJ 03054; what is that the number of?] 
199 New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822, in New Jersey Census, 1643-1890: Ancestry.com Databases. 
200 Craig, Salem Co. Wills: Recorded in the Office of the Surrogate at Salem, New Jersey: 1831-1860, 153. 
201 Cumberland County Deeds Q 16: 623-24, abstracted by the author from the original book in the county 

courthouse. 
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• John Mulford of Gloucester Co., guardian.  

• Executor: Dalymore Harris of Lower Alloways Creek Township. 

• Ephraim Carll, Elizabeth Carll, and Matilda Smalley, witnesses.[202] 

 

 

THE EZEKIEL LOPER BELOW IS PROBABLY NOT THE SON OF EZEKIEL ABOVE. HE’S TOO OLD to be 

Ezekiel’s son by his 2nd wife, who mentioned Ezekiel as her son in her will.  Well then, who is he? 

 

3 Jan. 1825: Ezekiel Loper and Mary his wife of Bridgeton, Cumberland Co., NJ, and Hannah Charde of Philadelphia, 

Pa., to Lewis Dare of Hopewell Twp., Cumberland Co., for $35, 2 acres and 110 square perches lot of land in Hopewell 

Twp.  Bounds [corner of land belonging to Dan Simkins; line of Jonathan Mulford’s land; land belonging to Michael 

Null]. History [land became the right of sd. Mary Loper as heir of law of her father Joseph Filer, deceased, who 

purchased one acre 50 square perches of the land of Isaac Fithian by deed dated 22 Feb. 1806 & the remainder of Joseph 

Reeves and Elizabeth  his wife by deed 22 Feb. 1806]. Witness: Jedidiah Davis; signed Ezekiel Loper, Mary (her x 

mark) Loper, Hannah Charde. Recd. to be recorded 4 Jan. 1825.[203]  

 

13.   BERIAH LOPER, son of Evan Loper and Phoebe Perry (or Fithian); born 18 May 

1789 or 1786/7, New Jersey; died 8 [or 3] March 1871, Deerfield, New Jersey;[204] married 

ABIGAIL F. JARRELL (born 9 March 1793, New Jersey or Pennsylvania; died 6 March 

1885;[205] her parents born Pennsylvania; she was a widow living with her son Jarvis in 1880; Cs. 

1880: Deerfield Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ 114); grandfather of Abigail Loper [all his children & 

his grandchild are named in his will]; on the 1810 August Tax List for Hopewell Township, he 

was listed as Beriah, Jr.;[206] Rebecca Gandy (b. 1839/40 NJ) was living in his household in 1850; 

will dated 30 January 1867–proved 25 March 1871, Cumberland Co. [executors: wife Abigail, son 

Edward F.; witnesses: Charles W. Chew, Reuben Johnson, S.F. Moore].[207] Cs. 1840: Deerfield 

Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ, p. 133 [1 free white male 5-10 (Jarvis), 1 fwm 10-15 (Edward), 1 fwm 

15-20 (Charles), 1 fwm 20-30 (Levi J.), 1 fwm 50-60 (Beriah), 1 free white female 5-10 (Amanda), 

1 fwf 10-15 (Margaret), 1 fwf 15-20 (Phebe), 1 fwf 40-50 (Abigail)]; Cs. 1850: Deerfield Twp., 

Cumberland Co., NJ 131; tax lists Jan.-Aug. 1802, July-Aug. 1803 & 1812 Hopewell Twp.; tax 

list 1807 Deerfield Twp. 

 

 Children of Beriah and Abigail F. (Jarrell) LOPER, all born in Cumberland County, Nere 

Jersey:[208] 

 

 i. ELIZA ANN LOPER, b. 16 Dec. 1814; possibly d.y. 

 ii. LEVI J. LOPER, b. 1818/9, NJ; m. EMILY ______ (b. 1822/3, NJ); f. of Eliza (b. 1843/4, NJ), Eliza (b. 1843/4 

NJ), Mary (b. 1845/6, NJ), Emma (b. 1846/7 NJ) & Anna M. Loper (b. 1848/9, NJ); Cs. 1850: Bridgeton 

Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ 175. 

 
202 Craig, Salem Co. Wills, 1804-1830, 153, citing Salem Co. Will Book C: 407. Actually, I abstracted this will 

myself from the copy in the Will Book C: 407-08 in the Salem County Courthouse. The number on Smeals, Index (if 

only I knew what it means) [NJ 03970].  
203 Cumberland Co. Deed Book UU45: 160-161, abstracted by the author from original book in county courthouse. 
204 Craig, Cumberland Co. Genealogical Data, 99. 
205 Craig, Cumberland Co. Genealogical Data, 99. 
206 New Jersey Census, 1643-1890 and New Jersey Tax Lists Index, 1772-1822, Ancestry.com Databases.  Was 

he the son of the elder Beriah rather than of Evan? 
207 Cumberland Co. Will Book F: 100, County Clerk’s Office, Cumberland Co. Courthouse. 
208 All the records of exact birth dates in the following list are from Record of Martha Reeves, midwife for 

Cumberland Co., Vineland, N.J. Genealogical Magazine, Vol. 25. 
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 iii. PHEBE LOPER, b. 29 May 1821; b. 1821/2 or 1827/8 [according to 1880 cs.] NJ; m. HENRY OTT CARLL 

(b. 1824/5 or 1827/8, NJ) on 21 Apr. 1849, Salem Co., NJ; in 1850 Mary Gandy (b. 1841/2, NJ) was living 

in the Carll hh.; fl. 1867; Cs. 1850: Hopewell Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ 130; Cs. 1880: 2nd Ward, Bridgeton 

[14 Mulberry St.],  Cumberland Co., NJ 235. 

 iv. CHARLES LOPER, b. 8 Feb. 1824, Cumberland Co., according to his midwife’s record book; b. 1834/5 NJ, 

according to cs.; in 1850 he was living in the Lott Carll (b. 1793/4, NJ) hh., working as a nailer [?]; Cs. 1850: 

Bridgeton Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ 170. 

 v. EDWARD F./EDMUND FITHIAN LOPER, as “Edmon” b. 29 June 1826; fl. 1867. 

 vi. MARGARET D. LOPER, b. 24 July 1828; m. ? RANDOLPH by 1867; prob. the Margaret Randolph (b. 1824/5 

NJ; her parents b. NJ4 ), living with her dau. Sarah (b. 1854/5 NJ; her parents b. NJ; m. ? Freeman [b. NJ; 

dead by 1880]; m. of Randolph [b. 1876/7, NJ] & Pearl Freeman [b. 1878/9, NJ]; bookkeeper in 1880); Cs. 

1880: Precinct 2, District 5, Jersey City [35 Henry Street], Hudson Co., NJ 273. 

 vii. AMANDA O. LOPER, fl. 1867. 

 viii. JARVIS/JERVIS S. LOPER, b. 25 October 1830; single, living with his mother in 1880; Cs. 1850: Deerfield 

Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ 131; Cs. 1880: Deerfield Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ 114. 

 

 

APPENDIX ONE 

 

Crime and punishment of Jacobus Loper, age 12. [The following passages are modernized in 

spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and paragraphing. Abbreviations are expanded. The 

choice of words remains the same]. 
At a Court of Magistrates held at New Haven, December 11th 1660. 

Present, the Deputy Governor, Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Crane, Mr. Treat. 

 

 There being sometime in the month of [blank] last a house burnt down to the ground at Milford, 

[Connecticut], Jacobus Loper, aged about twelve years, servant to Hans Albers, suspected of that fact, being 

examined by the magistrate, denied that he was guilty of it. A few days after, the house wherein his master dwelt being 

on fire, Jacobus being (by Thomas Wheeler, the owner of the said house) questioned for firing that house, confessed 

that he did it and declared the manner how, upon which confession he was again questioned concerning the former 

house, who as first again denied it, but afterwards confessed, and said that some seamen came to the door when his 

master was in bed, and promised to give him (if he would fire the house) a pistol, powder, and ribbons. 

 Another time he said that he carried out a coal to the rails and the seamen took it and joined with him in firing 

the house, but at the last he wholly freed the seamen and confessed that he himself did it, describing the manner how, 

viz., by firing a clapboard on the outside, and giving the reason why, viz., first, because he thought it might fire his 

master’s house also, and thereby he should be freed from service and go home to his mother; secondly, because John 

Baldwin who lived in that house had made complaint to his master that he had stolen his plums, for which he was 

beaten.  

 After which [his confessions]  he was sent to the prison at New Haven, who being called upon before the 

court was told that he was accused of a notorious crime by him committed at Milford, that being a servant (to a 

Dutchman there) he took his time to set fire on a house, to the consuming of the house and that which was in it.  

 He was asked if it was so, [p. 385] which he answered no; he was told that he had confessed it, only he varies 

in the manner. He was asked if he had not confessed that he did it by the instigation of some seamen, to which he now 

said yea. He was bid to declare what moved him to it, and how it first began to work in his thoughts, to which he 

answered that as he was going by in the day, he heard that John Baldwin would not be there that night and in [269] 

the night as he was passing by, hearing a noise in the house, he went in, where finding some seamen, he asked them 

what they did there. They said if he would swear not to tell (which he did), he should know. Then they said if he would 

set fire on one end of the house, they would set fire on the other, and he did so. 

 He was asked what was the reason that he did this wicked fact; he answered because John Baldwin had 

complained to his master that he had stolen his plums, for which he was beaten. He was asked whither he was going 

so late, to which he answered his master being in bed with a stranger, he being to lie by the fire, he went toward Mr. 

Fenn’s to play.  He was asked where he had the fire; he answered on a corner of the hearth of the house that was burnt. 

He was asked whether any were appointed to play with him, to which he said no, nor did he know anybody was in the 

house until he heard the noise as he was going by.  
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 It was demanded how many seamen there were; he said he thought there were six, but he knew none of them. 

Mr. Treat required his reason why he lays it upon the seamen now, having formerly said that he did it himself, and 

wherefore he did not accuse them at the first, to which he said that he was afraid the seamen would kill him. 

 It was demanded of him, why he is found in these several stories; he was asked which was the truth, to which 

he said the truth was that which he had now related.  He was told that he had said the seamen gave him ribbons, etc., 

that he should not discover it; he was asked what became of the ribbons, to which he answered that he gave them 

away, but Mr. Treat told him that he had said that those ribbons were given him by his mother, and John Baldwin 

testified that he had them long before, but he still said the seamen gave them to him. Mr. Treat told him that he [p. 

386] had said there were but four seamen, and that they came to the door when his master was in bed, to which he 

now said that what he had said therein was untrue. 

 Jacobus was told that from the first to the last he hath confessed that he did it or had a hand in it, and herein 

(though his stories be various) one time saying that when his master was in bed four seamen came to the door, etc., 

another time that he heard the seamen make a noise in the house as he was going by towards Mr. Fenn’s to play, etc.; 

but take it either way, this he always confesses, that he either did it, or had a hand in it, and this given as the ground 

[motivation], because John Baldwin complained to his master of the matter of the plums, which complaint it is like 

was true and the correction just, he having nothing to say against his master for any ill usage, as himself had 

acknowledged. 

 He was farther told that he is reported to be a notorious lying boy, a great offence to the English amongst 

whom he lives, and a dishonor to the nation to which he belongs, and he hath perpetrated this act to a great sum which 

he is not able answer. 

 John Baldwin presented in three papers an account of goods that were in the house, belonging to several in 

Milford (but proved it not); he desired that their damage might be considered and they righted, the goods amounting 

to about £78, to which must be added 8 or 10 pounds belonging to Mrs. Tapp.  Goodman [George] Clarke, the owner 

of the house that was burnt, informed that his house he esteemed worth £30, but declared he did not [270] now demand 

and that he also lost a piece of serge about £3. 

 Jacobus was asked if he saw these goods in the house, or saw them conveyed away by the seamen; he said 

no, the seamen went over the lot behind his master’s house, but they carried away no goods that he saw, nor did he 

hear from them for what reason they would fire the house, nor did he know what became of the goods nor of any 

complotment about them. 

 After which, the court by way of sentence declared, first, as there is a criminal offence by Jacobus Loper 

committed in burning one house, etc., to the ground, with an after attempt to burn his master’s house, unto which 

many lies he hath added; for these miscarriages, upon the considerations aforesaid, it [p. 387] was ordered that he be 

corporally punished by whipping; secondly, as he by this fact has brought damage upon others, which besides the 

house, is to the value of about £100, as the court was informed (and but informed), the proof whereof they leave to 

the judgment of the court at Milford, it is ordered that he pay double, according to the law in that case, or to the 

satisfaction of such as shall prove their damage by fire; which satisfaction aforesaid, if it be not made by himself or 

others on his behalf, he is to be sold for servant; thirdly, that the jurisdiction for time to come may be secured, it was 

ordered that whosoever shall entertain and keep the said Jacobus Loper shall be bound to secure the jurisdiction and 

the several inhabitants thereof from future damage by such like mischievous attempts of his, and he to remain in the 

marshall’s custody until this sentence is fulfilled.[209] 

 

27 May 1661:  

 Sergeant Richard Baldwin, with some others of Milford, having attached a bolster, blanket, etc., supposed to 

be the estate of Jacobus Loper, now appeared to prosecute, who were told that the boy was much indebted to the 

jurisdiction which must first be paid. Hans Alver, his master, was asked whether the goods attached was Jacobus’s 

proper estate, who answered that he was to have some bedding with him which he was to have the use of, but whether 

it would be demanded again at the end of his time, he knew not, having lost his indenture which might have cleared 

the case.  

 After which, the deputy governor declared that there was a sentence formerly passed in this court against 

Jacobus Loper for notorious miscarriages, namely for burning a house with a considerable quantity of goods for 

ought appears, the owners whereof were to be repaired [repaid] in proportion to the damage they should make proof 

of, whereupon he hath been kept in prison to this time to see if any would appear on his behalf, to satisfy for the wrong 

done, but none hath appeared. 

 
209 Charles J. Hoadly, ed., Records of the Colony or Jurisdiction of New Haven from May 1653 to the Union, Vol. 

2 (Hartford: Case, Lockwood & Co., 1858): 384-87.  
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 It was not propounded that if there were any that would be a chapman for Jacobus Loper that they would 

take notice that the tender is made, after which Sergeant Baldwin declared that the damage sustained by him hath been 

very great and his fact of a high nature, he [p. 400] therefore propounded whether the court would not adventure a 

little more upon him by sending him to the Barbadoes [281], which they inclined not unto, but did order that Jacobus 

Loper shall remain in prison until he have received the correction formerly ordered, and that then he be delivered to 

his master Hans Alvers, who is to convey him out of the jurisdiction; the goods before mentioned belonging to Jacobus 

to remain under custody until the charge of imprisonment be satisfied.[210] 

 

26 May 1662: 

 Jacobus Loper having some goods as by a bill presented by Mr. Gibbard appeared valued to £2 2s 4d the 

court [312] concluded that the marshall of Milford being paid out of it, the rest is to be returned to the jurisdiction 

treasurer.[211] 

 

 

APPENDIX 2 
 

Power of attorney from Captain Jacob Loper to Nicholaes van Lit 

 to receive moneys from the West India Company 

 
[1581—that is: 158 small ell, not the numeral one]  

This day, date underwritten, before me, Cornelis van Tienhoven, secretary of New Netherland residing in Fort 

Amsterdam, appeared Jacob Looper from Stockholm, who sailed in the ship Swol in the year 1643 as commander and 

captain-lieutenant, and who, in the presence of the undersigned witnesses, appoints and empowers as he does hereby, 

Mr. Nicholas van Lit, trustee of the poor house [Huyssitten master] at Amsterdam residing, to ask, demand and collect 

in his, the principal’s, name from the honorable directors of the General Chartered West India Company, chamber at 

Amsterdam, the sum of five hundred and forty guilders, sixteen stivers, which were received by the principal from the 

Honorable General Petrus Stsuyvesant in goods and cash for his personal use at divers times here in New Netherlands 

as well as in Curacao and elsewhere, upon the promise that he would repay the same out of the monthly wages already 

earned by him from the honorable directors. On payment of the said sum by the honorable directors above mentioned 

to the said Mr. Nicholaes van Lit or his substitute, he is empowered to execute a receipt for the same in due form, the 

principal further holding as valid whatever shall be done and transacted in the matter by the attorney or his substitute, 

who is to act herein as the principal could or might do were he present, an authentic instrument hereof being requested. 

Thus done and signed in the record by the above mentioned Jacob Loper in the presence of Jacob Kip and Devit 

Provoost, witnesses hereto invited, the 6th of July Ao, 1647.     

       Jacob Loper 

David Provoost, witness 

Jacob Hendricks, witness 

 

 Acknowledged before me,  

   Cornelis van Tienhoven, Secretary 

 

 

New York Historical Manuscripts: Dutch, translated and annotated by Arnold J.F. Van Laer, Volume II (Register of 

the Provincial Secretary, 1642-1647), pp. 423-24.  Genealogical Publishing Co., 1974. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS LOPERS, NOT FULLY IDENTIFIED: 

 

 

 
210 Hoadly, Records of the Colony or Jurisdiction of New Haven, 2: 399-400. 
211 Hoadly, Records of the Colony or Jurisdiction of New Haven, 2: 440.  
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LOPER, Aaron—m. Rebecca Collwell; m. 28 Oct. 1751, Salem Co., NJ.[212] 

LOPER, Abraham—m.  Ann Clark in Salem Co., New Jersey, 21 Jan. 1777;[213] fl. 1774, Deerfield 

Twp., Cumberland Co., where he was being appraised for the first time; also on the Deerfield 

list: Arthur Loper;[214] b. 1743/4; member of Capt. Ezekiel Foster’s Co. of Cumberland Militia, 

Deerfield, 8 Aug. 1775; on the militia list his age is given as 31, his size as 5’7".[215]  An 

Abraham Loper was baptized at Deerfield Presbyterian Church on 7 May 1775.[216] 

LOPER, Benjamin—bur. 9 Mar. 1771, Deerfield Presb. Churchyard, Cumberland Co., NJ.[217] 

LOPER, Elias—rated as a single man in Hopewell Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ, 1773-74, where 

Arthur, James, and James Loper, Jr., were also listed.[218]  

LOPER, Daniel—rated for 50 acres & 4 head of cattle in Stow Creek Twp., Cumberland Co., NJ, 

1773-74.[219]  

LOPER, Isaac—m. Susanna Clark; m. 14 Feb. 1781, Salem Co., NJ;[220] served in “Spencer’s 

Regiment,” Continental Army. 

LOPER, James, Jr.—bur. Deerfield Presbyterian Church Cemetery on 20 August 1776 [probably 

a child].[221] 

LOPER, John—m. Hannah Garretson; m. 10 Dec. 1757 Salem Co., NJ.[222] 

LOPER, John—m. Margaret Jockly (fl. 1803); f. of John Loper, Jr. (of Pittsgrove, Salem Co. in 

1803; m. Elizabeth _____ by 1803); m. 3 Sept. 1777, Salem Co., NJ;[223 dead by 1803. 

LOPER, Lemuel—m. Hannah ______; f. of Mary (b. 11 Oct. 1815; d. 18 Feb. 1833), Rebecka (b. 

13 Sept. 1819; d. 17 Nov. 1837), Arthur (b. 14 June 1826), Edward Smith (b. 5 May 1828), 

John G. (b. 5 Sept. 1831; d. 2 Mar. 1832), Hannah (b. 14 Jan. 183–), Phebe Ann (b. 1 Aug. 

1836) & Ezekiel Loper (b. 1 Sept. 1839) (all children listed on a xeroxed Bible page in the 

Loper File, Salem Co. Hist. Soc.); b. 1789/90; d. 15 Jan. 1851, aged 61; bur. Salem Bapt. 

Church. 

LOPER, Rachel—b. 1778/9; d. 29 Apr. 1830, aged 51; bur. Salem First Bapt. Church. 

LOPER, Rachel—m. Uriah Mall; m. 13 Sept. 1774, Deerfield Presbyterian Church, Cumberland 

Co., NJ.[224]  

LOPER, Sarah—d. 24 July 1839, aged 67 yrs. 2 mo. 20 days; bur. 7th Day Bapt. Church, Marlboro, 

Salem Co., NJ. 

LOPER, Sarah—m. Thomas Daff, 15 March 1774, Deerfield Presbyterian Church.[225 

LOPER, Seth—d. 18 Mar. 1883 in 65th yr.; bur. Friendship M.E. Church, Salem Co., NJ. 

LOPER, Uriah—m. Mary ______ (b. 1777/8, NJ; her parents b. NJ); b. 1768/9 NJ; his parents b. 

NJ; fl. 1802, 1805, 1812, 1815, Fairfield Twp., Cumberland Co.; Cs. 1880: Fairfield Twp., 

Cumberland Co., NJ 286. 

 
212 From NJ Archives, Vol. XXII, in Craig, Salem Co. Marriages, 11. 
213 From Pittsgrove Baptist Church Records, in Craig, Salem Co. Marriages, 240. 
214 Stryker-Rodda, “New Jersey Rateables, 1773-1774,” Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey 38 (1963): 58. 
215 Straney, 128. 
216 Plankenhorn, Deerfield Presbyterian Church Minutes, 14.  
217 Plankenhorn, Deerfield Presbyterian Church Minutes, 18. 
218 Stryker-Rodda, “New Jersey Rateables, 1773-1774,” Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey 38 (1963): 132. 
219 Stryker-Rodda, “New Jersey Rateables, 1773-1774,” Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey 38 (1963): 136. 
220 From Pittsgrove Baptist Church Records, in Craig, Salem Co. Marriages, 240. 
221 Plankenhorn, Deerfield Presbyterian Church Minutes, 20.  
222 Nelson, NJ Marriage Records. CITATION????? 
223 From Pittsgrove Baptist Church Records, in Craig, Salem Co. Marriages, 240.  
224 Plankenhorn, Deerfield Presbyterian Church Minutes, 25.  
225 Plankenhorn, Deerfield Presbyterian Church Minutes, 25.  
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LOPER, William—b. ca. 1783; d. 16 July 1871 in 88th yr.; bur. Friendship M.E. Church, Salem 

Co., NJ. 

 

 

LOPER SOURCES: 

 
Adams, James Truslow. History of the Town of Southampton. Bridgehampton, L.I.: Hampton Press, 1918.  

Ancestry.com 

Batcho, Andrea. “www.andreabatcho.com,” 2009, in RootWeb’s WorldConnect Project. 

Burton, Paul Gibson. “Cornelis Melyn, Patroon of Staten Island and Some of his Descendants,” NYGBR 68 (Apr. 1937): 132-46; 

(July 1937): 217-23. 

Craig, H. Stanley. Cumberland Co., N.J. Genealogical Data: Records Pertaining to Persons Residing in Cumberland Co. Prior to 

1800. 1938. [Craig CG] 

Craig, H. Stanley, compiler. Salem County (New Jersey) Marriages. Merchantsville, NJ: H.S. Craig, Publisher, 1928.  

Cumberland County, New Jersey, Record of Deeds, many volumes. 

“Deerfield Presbyterian Cemetery: Cumberland County Gravestones,” The Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey 48 (1973): 34-

following. 

Deerfield Presbyterian Church Minutes, Baptisms and Marriages, 1746-1904, Deerfield, Cumberland County, New Jersey. 

Transcribed by Louise Plankenhorn. Woodbury, NJ: Gloucester County Historical Society, 2005. [Deerfield Presbyterian 

Church]. 

Edwards, Everett J. & Jeannette Edward Rattray. “Whale Off!”: The Story of American Shore Whaling. NY: Coward-McCann, 

Inc., 1932; reprint, 1956. 

Hedges, Henry Parson. Records of the Town of East-Hampton, Vol. 5. 

Rattray, Jeannette Edwards. East Hampton History: Including Genealogies of Early Families. East Hampton, Long Island, NY. 

LONG ISLAND GENEALOGY  LOPER 

Record of Martha Reeves, midwife for Cumberland Co., NJ, in Vineland Genealogical Magazine, Vol. 25. Reproduced in “Loper 

Family History” at http://members.aol.com/lopercol/nancyl.htm Tes]. 

Records of the Presbyterian Church in Deerfield, New Jersey, 1746-1828. LDS Microfilm #1509910. 

Records of the Town of East-Hampton, Long Island, Suffolk Co., N.Y., with other Ancient Documents of Historic Value. Edited by 

Henry Parsons Hedges [and others]. 9 vols. Sag Harbor: John H. Hunt, Printer, 1887 [year of first volume]. [East Hampton 

TR].  

Ross, Emma Howell. Descendants of Edward Howell (1584–1655) of Westbury Manor, Marsh Gibbon, Buckinghamshire, and 

Southampton, Long Island, New York. 2nd ed. Rev. by David Faris. Baltimore: Gateway Press, Inc., 1985. [Ross & Faris, 

Descendants of Edward Howell].  

Straney, Shirley Garton. "A Deerfield Militia List." The Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey. Vol. 59, no. 3, Whole no. 213 

(Sept. 1984): 125-130. 

Stryker-Rodda, Kenn. ‘New Jersey Rateables, 1773-1774." The Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey. Vol. XXXVIII (1963) 

Wood, Mrs. William. Loper, Keller, Van Meter and Allied Lines. Priv. printed. 

 

NOTE ON LOPER SOURCES from Humphrey, “Descendants of Edward Howell,” p 61. 

Series of articles by Paul Gibson Burton “Cornelius Melyn” etc.   NYGBR 68: 3-17, 132-46, 

217-31, 357-65.   Also C.H. Cory, Lineal Ancestors of Captain James Carey, 4 vol.  3: 270-305, 

337-439. 

Swedish Lopers rather than Dutch:    George Olin Zabriskie, “Early New York—New Jersey 

Records,” Genealogical Journal 7: 151-54 (at 154) (1978) who cites a power of attorney given 

by Jacob Loper, military commander at Curacao in 1646, 4 July 1647 in Nieuw Amsterdam, 

as “Jacob Looper from Stockholm,” who sailed in the ship Swol in the year 1643 as 

commander and captain-lieutenant”  published in Arnold F.H. van Laer, comp., New York 

Historical Manuscripts, Dutch (ed. K. Scott and K. Stryker-Rodda, 4 vols., Baltimore, 1974) 

2: 423.  
 

 

http://longislandgenealogy.com/Loper.pdf
http://members.aol.com/lopercol/nancyl.htm

