NAGANO # TOKYO * HAKONE
April 12 - 19, 1960

Tuesday April 12tk was such a hazy dsy, but otherwise nices. Paul ond T caught
the train in Kiso Fulmshime at 7:55 ssms for Yageano, a place we had never been
before tho had been as far as Metsomoto on the same line, At that time of day
the trein had only third class coaches and the seats get pretty hard afier three
hours of sitting. We arrived in Nagano about 1l:o'clock and had an hour and a
half before our train left for Tokyo, so got a taxi to take us up %o = fairly
modern temple overlooling the city. Then we went down to the Joshinji Temple~
one of the oldest end most farmous in Japan, built in 1264, e found it *o be

so huge and so many buildings that we could not begin to see it alls . ¥e did £o
into three of the most Ffamous buildings where there are golden buddahs and these
temples are called the Zenkoji, built in 664 end it is said the gold buddhas were
mede by Buddha himself! -

Nageno is lower in eltitude then we are and it is warmed by the Japean Sea, so
the cherry blossoms were already coming out and plum and peach were in full
bloom, It was a lovely sizht and we were so disappointed thet the weather was
not more perfect for taking pictures. It is one of the places I would like to
go back to and spend a vhole day, and will 1f the time is available.

Our train to Tolyyo was a nice one which had second class coaches (no first class
on any trains except two on the main Tokaido line). We passed close to the foot
of Mt, Asama which iz an active voleano end we saw it errupt from further away
two years agos.. Mot far from ¥i., Asama is o lovely city - Zaruizawa which had
the first American colony in the Japen Alpss It is one of the most famoue surzier
resorts because of the lovely scenery and the even, cool climate..., There we
changed engince to an electric cog one as for five miles the crade is very cteep
and goes thru twenty-seven tunnels, all short, but just in and out!! Retween
tunnels we had brief glirmpses of very deep, beautiful gorges!

In Tokyo we arrived in a new station %o us, Ueno Bletion, and were zled to be

met by our good friend Ifr. Yauamoto, snd Mr. Tsubouchi from the Tew Grand Iotel

in Yokohamai It was only thru the latter that we were able to get a hotel room
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in Yokyo as everything wes jam-packed with tourists! Fe had a friend who was the

desk clerk at the Wew Japan Hotel, just opened the first of this month 2nd is a

lovely place. ¥e went there by texi and Teubouchi-san saw us estasblished in our

very fine room then had to o back to Yokohamae Ir. Vemamoto stoyed for dinner

uith us and vhen we were in the lobby ceeing hin off ve goaw Arthur Godfrey. e
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hed quite a long talk with him, and he wes so cordial and pleasant. He 4old us

ebout his wonderful trip to Leos o see the Pamous Ere Dooly. The next night

when waiting for Paul, I sauy him ssain and he spole so pleasantly and called ne
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by nemed I juess thei is one of his chamns! ‘

Yednesday was such a rainy day, but we had business to attend to so had %o zo in
to zo to the Dodwell Travel Agcncy to see if they are having
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it anyhow, Iad z
any luck on our reservctions, but nothing is definite vet, The menager is a
ire Glouliss - en fmerican with a Zrecl nare, He is very nice and ir enwious

o get our Dechilio<sen to worl: for hin €5 a cook-maid when we ledves e had "

met her when she was in Tolyo two weeks before, and we had her 2o by to sce if
they were worlhing on our trip. He is a widower with a boy of 12 and dauchter
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of 14 and he lives in Yolohauam, *le are anxious %o see Sachilo zet a good jo
before we leave Jepan, and this ceems lilke such a good opportunitysoe. Will tele
time here to tell you of such an odd thing %hat heppenad about our efforis in
her behalf,. I had seen zn add in the Japan Tines for a naid which sounded cood,
and on the Bunday before we lefi, Paul called the mumber given which was in
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T'hamae And of all the pesople it could heve been, it was a man Peul Inovs well,

he Vice Prese of the Jepan branch of the F, & H, Shovel firm which supplies
much of the heavy eguipment Tor the Jjob heredl Ir, Jundersen is hig name and

he wanted to tall: to us in person cbout vechilie and sgpid thay would even be
willing to wait until we leave 4o be able to seb her. They have tuo other roids
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end four snall children, but the pay is high even for foreigners. we were all
torn between the two Pfine chances for her, but on the 1&h vhen Feaul tollzed
Ire Gundersen he said he had just been told that he and his fanily could have
"home leave™ of three monthe and would not be back until Septerber. e geid he
would like to have her when they return, but of course she has to live in the
meantine, I think she will be veory hepry worling for Ir, Houliss anyhow and
tho the salary will not be as high, she will not heve the conflict of other maids,
How Ir. Glouliss had better get busy and set reservetions for us!

Wednesday night our friend Stanley Hinckley ceme up o Toliyo to have dinner and

go to a show with us.. He causht his ship in Kobe, and it wes in Yokohama for a
feu days before leaving for the United Siates. We saw & wonderful show similar
to the Husic Iall in New York, with 150 girls in it singing end dancing, snd the
lizhting effects wore the most specteculer I have ever Eeen.

Thursday morning we lsft for XOLohﬂ“a, or rather went streoicht to Yokooula where
1 took ell »y summer dresses to be altered to Fi nme, and then shonped at-the
commlcsary end exchensge, then back to Y'hama for the night ot the Wew Grand Hotel,

Fridey norning I had my hair done while Paul wont to Yolroeula to see the dentist,
When he returned we vacled and loft for the Mujiya Hotel in tbo Hakone Aren near
e th*e 4o nade ths trlv in a car so we could see more and it toolr us nearly
two hours over a lovely, sieep, well paveﬁ road into a very mountainous section,
It is very famous Tor the koy springs, so hotels are thick end every place there
so crowded too, )
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The mein psrt of the Majiys llotel was built 80 years s8go, but they have 2 nice
new building too. The srounds ere beautiful end spacious, with vaterfalls end
gynlcal dopanese gardens. The cherry trecs were in their prime and added rmuch
to the beauty. There ere swirming pools, fenily beths end priveite baths Ted by
the medicinal hot gprings.

Saturdey rorning we cauzht the "Sren® behind the hot
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have a fine view of I, Fuji ne ride and Lalrze Helone on the otheree. From

there we toolr & bus ﬁonn to the lelte and then went by boat to the far end o®

the lale end hed lunch at ire lovely Helione Hotel, owned by the Fujiya Totel

ranegenent, Then we cnu*ht snother bus and went back to our hotel,
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tlany people ask us if we are not wvorried about treveling arOLné on our own like
7¢ do, but we heve aluoys found it cuite coc asye -IL our meszer o paneku, sestures,
enc their Inglish do not accomplish ocur needs, we Fave found u:at mogt of the
ticletl ﬁ‘au*onq, bus, train or bhost, have pactle who can read ZWnzlish, so we just —
¥ite 1t oul wid have had no di rficulty at all, and thereby Leelng rany thin-s

end places sost travelers have missed, Resides it is alvays such fun end the
pecple nre so °r1en€ﬁ/ and help

fester Sundey wes quite cloudy, but we hired a car t tele us to Long Teil Pess
which has one of the most spoctaculer views of e Fuji in Jepan. Again ve were

greetly Tavored, ss the clouds brolre when we sot there and we had a narvelous
view even tho the skies were sreye Ve stopped st the hotel -olf course on cur
way beck 1o cat our lunch which ve had telen. The plece was packed, but the
very nice meneger had us go into o sre T privete dining room and kad us served
colfee for me and milk for Peul. We had = lovely view of the cherry irses snd

the fine zolf course. Afier lunch ve “topner to than the menager and he took
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us on_a pereonally conducted tour of 4the oldest house in the srea, part of which

is now used ar a hotel for gelfers, I have never scen such beans in a building,



auge, and made of e very herd wood and poliched until it looked and felt like marble!

Back et the hotel, we decided that we had time for a hike before Peul had to leave
for the hospitel in Yolosuka. &o we went almost streight down to Dogashina on the
river far below, It wes a paved path, but our legs were trembling when we reached
the bottom! The village there is entirely Japanesc spas and very interesting. %e
found that a-cable car ran up and dovm to the village, so were very glad we did
not have to hike bacls up, It was = steep ride and besutiful, but scaryd

As Peul had to have his tests at 8:a.m. ot the hospitel he had decided to stay
there over nizht and the doctors thought it was best for him to do so, therefore

1 did not go with him. I had dinner all alone and went ‘o bed eerly snd read os

I wes pretty tiredees. Wext worning was 2 rainy one, so I took some pictures with
Tlash in the hotel and shopped in all the little shops. After lunch the rain had
stopped so I decided to go for a hike up Mt, Sengen which is right behind the hotel,
Fuji View Stend is on top of the mountain st elevation 2600' and the hotel is at
1377" end the distence is only a little over o mile, so you cen see I went nearly
etreight upd It was 2 rouzh mountain treil like T an uged to here in ¥itelte and

I seemed to be the only person on the mountain. When I got to the top I rested
quite awhile, It sterted %o rain a little, but then the clouds broke and once
again Fuji-yena showed its beeuty to mell .I took a couple of pictures before it
again disappeared from view and I sterted on ry lonely wey doun, The descent was
easler, but I had to be cereful becsuse of loose stones and it wes slick from the
rain in places... Going down nekes ry lege tremble more than seing up and they
were sure mocking out tunes by the time I got down and how glad I was to set into

"a good hot tubll

I weited quite ewhile for Paul to return, but was so lungry that I went shead %o
dinner, He ceme when T wasg eating my deserteso The doctors thought he was improv-
ing, but couldn't read the x-rays until leter. They seid they would call him at
the hotel if they found anything wrong and ss they dida't, we assunme everything is
all right, tho he has to stay on his diet and medication,

Tuecday morning early we had breskfast and leoft by car for Odawers on the main
trein line from Tokyo to Hegoya. Got off the train at Fuji in about two hours,
and there ceusht an electric train to Yofu, sbout a three hour ride., It was new
country to us as we skirted the west ecide of i, fujl along the Muji River valley.
Very interesting, but don't think we want +o go thet wey aseine. At ¥ofu we
caught our Chuo Line train to Shirojiri and then on down to Kiso Fulmuehima where
we were met by Cachilko-~san snd our driver.

¥e had a wonderful trip, but 1t is so good to be homell As I write this and look
out our front porch at our big cherry tree in bloom now and others 211 up and down
the valley, and the mountains starting to geb.green, I wonder why we travel to
other places! This is still the most besutiful plece I have seén in Japan, end
Ter awey from the swarms of people end citiss! The air is clear and unpoluted
end everything so quiet and peaceful,.. sc it is rishty good to be back to
i1
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"snochi tomo tanomoshiya®™ - Home, Sveet Homel




