WEDNESDAY,

JAMES D. SKILES IS

SHOT TO DEATH BY
JOHN H. MARSHALL

| Marshall Held To The April

! Grand Jury By Coroner’s

. Jury. Skiles Buried In The
Hughes Cemetery.

The first murder to oceur in Schuy-
ler eounty for a number of years Was
enacted Saturday afternoon of last
week al about 5:20 o'clock in a tene-
ment housze, loeated on South Jack-
son street, when John Marshall fived
three or four revolver bullets into
the body of James Skiles, killing him
instantly. The muorder occurred™in
a room on the lower floor occupied by
Mrs. Anna Helms and was witnessed
by Mrs, Helms and Farcy Millslagle.

Zkiles, a coal miner, had gone to
the tencment hoose _Em the purpose
of having supper: with Mrs. Helmg
and she was prepaving the uu.‘al when
he entered the room, Shortly therg-
affer three pr. Tour shots were heard
and Skiles lay dead on the flopr. An
examination of the body revealed, that
one bullet penetrated thru his chin
| inLlo hiz neck, anothe: struck him in
the breast, while & thicd bullet shat-
tered hizs left arm just above the
wrist, A wound on the left side of
hiz head, just above the ear, -was
pither made by a fourth bullet or by
the bullet which passed thria hiz left
arm, the theory being advanced that
he was holding hiz left arm up as a
shield. Both men were intoxicated,

ollowing the shooting Marshall
wenk across the street to the home
of Dr. W. F. Justos and notified hint
| thut there was a dead man in Anna
Helms'  roosm. D, Juslug  accom-
panied Marshall to  the tenement
houze, and when they entered ascer-
tniped that the body had been drag-
red from the room where the murder
oeeurred to the hallway, presumably
hy Mrs. Helinz and Millslagle. In
| Mrs. Helms room, Dr. Justus found
on o table four emply vevolver shells.
| These were turned over to Sherift
Bartlow,

A few minuktez aftorwards Sheriff
Bartlow and Deputy Bolton arrived
at the scene of the morder and plaged
Marzhall umider arrest. In his over-
coat pocket was found a vevolver fully
loaded, Ie mode no resistance and
i was ploced in jail without diffienlty.

i Lurpedd Lo her
i e Mares
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James I} Skiles 1s H-|_I;-It Tao
| Death By John H. Marshall

{Continued from fivat page)

ATTE Dialy of Skiles was
Hthe Gordon Funeral Home,

Coroner W, T, Justus empanseled
o jury Monday forenocon, composed
of Mayvor George H. Baird, John L.
Barton, Samuel Davis, J. H. Means,

W. Sweoney and H, E, MeLaren.
Aflter the jurors had viewed the body
the hearing was adjourned to Thurs-
day forencon at 10 o'clock,

. Evidence Heard Thursday Forenoon

The econorer's jury ve-convened
i Thursday fovencon at 10 o'clock at

I the Gordon Puneral Home where evi-

k denee was heard relative to the mur-
der. The principal withesses to give
teslimony were Havry DMillslagle and
Mrs. Avnn IHelms.
Millslagle testified that Skiles, Mar-
shall and himzelf spent Saturday af-
ternoon in the Anna Helms room
playing on a guitar and violin, that
they indulged in games of cards and
dranle wine [rom a glass jug. That
| 2t about 4:30 oelock Mrs. Ielms re-
rigim and that Skiles
hall both atbempbed to kiss
her and put their arms aveund her
waist.
A quarrel ensued, but the two men
V were separated by Mrs, Telms, Skiles
then oecupied a chair on the east side
of the room and Marshall a chair on
Ehe noelh side of the room. That as
| Skilgs was standing near the kitchen
slove four shols were f[ved by Mar-
| =hall at cloze range. Millslagle and
| Mrs. Helms, not vealizing that Skiles

was dead, dragped his body into the
| hallway.

Mrs. Helms testified that she re-
turned heme from the Prince & Co.
poultey house at about 4:30 o'clock;
that Marshall, Skiles and Millslagle
were in hor voom;  that Marshall and
Skiles both attempted to kiss her and
put their ayms avound her shoulders
That Lhe two men quarreled, and that
skilos produced o knife and threaten-
ol Lo cut Marvshall's throat, That she
took the knife from Skiles and ladd it
vn Lhe kilchen stove, but aflerwards
pave it back to him. That Marshall
procored o vevolver from his overcont
pocket and put it in his cont poelket;

| lhat Mavshall warned Skiles to re-
mnin away Trom him or he would get

{ hurt.  Thal Skiles advanced toward
Marshall in a threatening manner and
pulled his hair. That Marshall fived

| one shot, and then a3 moment later
three more shots in quick succession;

| that Skiles ealled Marshall vile names,
| cte.;  that following the shooting she
 helped deag the body into the hallway
and procured a bucket of water and
{Continued on page 4, Col. 4)

removed  they

L 28, 193;

scrnblbed Lhe floer Lo remove the blood
*-'5 Hnins,

Marshall Ileld Lo Grand Jury

Alter heaving other lestimony of
a less imporiant nadove the members
of the jury vicwed the revolver from
which the bulleta were fired, a1 pocket
knile Tound on the floor in the hall-
way neir Lhe body af Ei(|:ilr-.‘,- nnid elher
cxhilils, ver-
il

In the matter of the nguisition over

lte body of Jumes Skiles, deccazed,

weld in Ruashville, Ilineis, on the 26th
and 29th dayz of December, A, I
Ith32, we, the undersigned, jurors,
sworn Lo inguire into, amd true -
senbment make, how, in what manner,
and hvy whom or what the body of the
satidd Jaanes 12, Skites come Lo iks des 1L,
widl Lo deliver unlo the Coroner nl_
Schoyler county, IMinois, a8 true in-
i quest Ltheveof pecording Lo such ovi-
| denee as shall be gmiven us aml ae-
Cearding Lo the best of oar knowledpe
and belief, on oath do find from all of
Lhe Lestimony given amd the evidence
snbwilled upon sueh Dwpuisition, thae
the =nid James 13, Skiles enme 1o his
dlealh by veazon of woumds Trom bul-
lets in his chin, breast soud his Jelt
arm;  anel we further find from all of
such ovidence that said wounds were
| caused freom ballets fived from o gun
Beld i dhe haewls of Joho VL, Marshall,
el we recotnmend hatb he, the said
dahn 1L Mavshall, e held Lo await the
aetion of the Gramd Jury of Schoyler
connly, 1linois,
Funeral Serviees Held

Puperal seevices for James
woere hold Toesday alternoon
Christian charvch, Rev. M.
oflicialing. Inlerment was  in the
IHerhes cemotery, Buenavista fown-
ship. The following obituary was

L reml al the Tuneral services: :

James Dennis Skil =om of Mazes
andd Laowing Skiles, wars barn in Birm-
inghom township, Schuylor county,
Marveh 13, 1871,

He was awited in marvinee to Lillie
May VanOhder, Dee, b, 1896, and 1o
Lhiz= miion were born five childrven, Lwa

i| dying in infancy. Mre. Skilos wmek hisg

Helealh Thee, 24, 19320 aped Gl yes

|I omonths and 11 days.

: He leaves to mourn his passing, af

it] aughter, Mrs. Helen White of N
iy e sols, Willis aaud Willi;

thigan; Lwo sisters, Mrs, Apde

; MeCarde, of Nebira . and My

| Wl |:| Burgess, of Indiana; Al

Tarol s ‘l.|||,||,. of  Muolivne, Grovor,

[ J?Hll.lll.l. and Burnapl, of Enshyille.
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