
WikiTree and Profile 
Improvement 



WikiTree Connects 

 

 

Collaboration on deep ancestors is between 
distant cousins who are serious about 

genealogical research and careful about sources. 



WikiTree Connects 

Because all of WikiTree’s Profiles are connected 
on the same  system our collaboration is 

creating a single family tree that will eventually 
connect us all. This makes it easy for anyone to 

access and discover their roots. 
 

WikiTree focuses on what we do best: 

genealogical collaboration. 



WikiTree Connects 

 

 

AND… 

 



WikiTree Profile Improvement Project 

This project exists to bring together 
WikiTreers who love to make profiles 

beautiful! We clean up messy biography 
sections and sources, and try to 

set standards for attractive, useful, and 
well-written biographies. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Biographies
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Biographies
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Styles_and_Standards


 

1. Add profiles to your list of followed tags. 
That way you'll see all of our discussions 
in your G2G Feed. Profile Improvement 
Project uses the G2G for project wide 
communication. 
 

2. Add your name to the Worklist, using the 
subsections to show what you're working 
on in this project right now. You may be 
in more than one area or you may just be 
working on your own watchlist for now. 
 

3. Add your name to the "Progress Reports" 
(this page below) and update it 
periodically. 
 

4. You may also add [[Category:Profile 
Improvement Project]] to your profile 
page. That will put you on the list on the 
Project Category page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
How To Join 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:Following
http://www.wikitree.com/g2g/following
http://www.wikitree.com/g2g/
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:Profile_Improvement/Worklist
http://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Profile_Improvement_Project
http://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Profile_Improvement_Project


 
 

1. Clean up and make "pretty" the rash of 
"ugly" profile pages on wikitree that are 
generated by GEDCOM uploads, merged 
duplicates and even some manually 
entered ones. 
 

2. Help implement the style guidelines for 
what makes a good narrative. For 
example, 
see Biographies and Sources_Style_Guide. 
 

3. Add, where possible, estimated birth years 
to profiles with empty birth dates, the 
{{DateGuess}} template is recommended. 
 

4. Mark any unsourced facts with a citation 
needed template {{Citation needed}} so 
people know the 'fact' is only conjecture 
until proven. 

 

 
 
 
 

Project 
Goals 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Styles_and_Standards
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Biographies
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Sources_Style_Guide


 

• Work to Improve the 
profiles of their family 

 

• Move on to work on “other 
profiles” 

 

• Work on Unsourced Profiles 

 

• Reorganize and shorten 
long profiles 

 

 

 
 
 
What do 
Project 
Members 
Do? 
 
 
 
 



• Profiles can have large areas of "copy/pastes" from 
books and other websites (they frequently travel 
in with GEDCOMS from our personal databases).  
 

When you find them, 
whether it's from 
copyrighted work or even 
public-domain text, best 
practice is to summarize the 
key points and LINK to the 
source where you can.  
 
Short quotes are okay. 
Quotes should always have 
a source and quotation 
marks " ". 

 
 
 
What do 
Project 
Members 
Do? 
 
 
 
 



 

There are steps or stages to 
improving Profiles, it is 
possible to do several in one 
go but it is also possible to do 
a step at a time, each step 
produces something better 
than before. If you are not 
comfortable with working on 
one step collaborate with 
someone who enjoys that 
aspect. 

 
 
 
Steps 
toward 
Improved 
Profiles 
 
 
 
 



• Leave a message in the  
comments section of the 
Profile that you will be 
making changes and 
additions.  

• Post what changes you 
make in the Explain Your 
Changes Box. 

 
Steps 
toward 
Improved 
Profiles 
 
 



 

 1. Rearrange the Bio into a 
logical order, remove the 
GEDCOM cruft after import or 
tidy the sections after 
merging. Even manually 
entered profiles can benefit 
from some organization. This 
should be done by everyone 
who adds or merges profiles 
as a matter of course. 

Steps 
toward 
Improved 
Profiles 
 

1 Biographie 
2 Biography 
3 Timeline 
4 Sources 
5 External 
Links 
 
 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#Biographie
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#Biographie
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#Biographie
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#Biography
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#Biography
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#Biography
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#Timeline
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#Timeline
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#Timeline
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#Sources
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#Sources
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#Sources
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#External_Links
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#External_Links
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#External_Links
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Richard-74#External_Links


 2. Check that all facts have a 
source, preferably a checkable 
primary source, or several 
sources. Vague online and 
unsourced family trees should 
be marked as suspect until 
proven or replaced. 

Steps 
toward 
Improved 
Profiles 
 
 



 

 3. Identify and highlight 
disputed information and/or 
common mix-ups for a person. 

Steps 
toward 
Improved 
Profiles 



 

 3. Identify and highlight 
disputed information and/or 
common mix-ups for a person. 

Steps 
toward 
Improved 
Profiles 

Biography 
 
The original GEDCOM data had another family from Virginia and 
all the children of that Thomas Hunt mixed in with this Thomas 
Hunt. They have been separated. The birth and death dates 
included in the original GEDCOM file are those for Thomas Hunt 
of Virginia not for this Thomas Hunt of NY. The birth dates on 
this profile may not be correct, unless this Thomas and Thomas 
of Virginia share a birthday. M. Gaulden 
 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Gaulden-7
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Gaulden-7


 4. Layout a preliminary 
narrative and/or timeline of 
the persons life, getting the 
key facts in order will help 
later. 

 

 

Steps 
toward 
Improved 
Profiles 
 

1660: Settled at the new plantation of Marlborough. [7] 
1661: April : He was among the three men who agreed with the town to build a 
frame house for the minister. [7] 
1664: Seventeen men of Marlborough petitioned the General Court, to appoint a 
committee to settle disputes in the town regarding their ministry, the taking of 
properties for non-payment of tax or for not improving those lands, and other 
issues. Richard Barnes was one of the men who opposed this petition and 
appointment. [7] 
1675: Oct. 1: As a frontier town, and fearing attack by Indians, men of the town, 
Richard Barnes among them, voted to establish and maintain eight garrison's as 
protection. [7] 
 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Barnes-2746#_note-MarlHist
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Barnes-2746#_note-MarlHist
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Barnes-2746#_note-MarlHist
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Barnes-2746#_note-MarlHist


 

5. Add photographs, pictures, 
maps or other visual items. 

 

Steps 
toward 

Improved 
Profiles 

Page separator courtesy https://www.clipartfest.com 

 

https://www.clipartfest.com/


 

 6. Add categories, project 
templates and succession 
boxes if appropriate. 

 

 
 

 
Steps 

toward 
Improved 
Profiles 

 
 
 
 



 7. Fill out the narrative with 
appropriate background 
stories and links to other 
information like wikipedia or 
family websites. 

 
 

 
Steps 

toward 
Improved 
Profiles 

 
 
 
 



Maintenance Categories 
 
• Maintenance Categories - Categories 

created to group profiles in need of specific 
improvements. Some can be done in a 
short amount of time, others require more 
time. There's something for everyone at 
Profile Improvement. 

• Gedcom cleanup required 
• Long Profiles in Need of Cleanup 
• Needs Merging 
• Needs Biography 
• Profile style review requested 
• Profiles Lacking Inline Citations 
• Serious Data Problems 
• Special Improvement Projects America's 

Founding Fathers in need of biographies 
• Unsourced Profiles 
 

 
 

 
 
 

To Do list 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Maintenance_Categories
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Gedcom_cleanup_required
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Gedcom_cleanup_required
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Gedcom_cleanup_required
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Long_Profiles_in_Need_of_Cleanup
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Needs_Merging
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Needs_Biography
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Profile_style_review_requested
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Profiles_Lacking_Inline_Citations
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Serious_Data_Problems
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Special_Improvement_Projects
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Unsourced_Profiles
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Unsourced_Profiles


Getting Started – Useful Links 

• WikiTree https://www.wikitree.com/ 

• Profile Improvement Project 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:Profile
_Improvement 

• Biographies 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Biographies 

• Styles and Standards 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Styl
es_and_Standards 

 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/
https://www.wikitree.com/
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:Profile_Improvement
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:Profile_Improvement
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:Profile_Improvement
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Biographies
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Biographies
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Biographies
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Styles_and_Standards
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Styles_and_Standards
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Styles_and_Standards


Getting Started – Useful Links 

• Profile Improvement Workpage 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:Profile
_Improvement/Worklist 

 

 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:Profile_Improvement/Worklist
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:Profile_Improvement/Worklist
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:Profile_Improvement/Worklist


WikiTree and One Name Studies 

Presented by: 


